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SUPPLEMENTAL AGENDA 

I. APPOINTMENTS TO COMMISSIONS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES

1. Appointment by Council Member Alberto Torres, Jr. of Maribel Valdez Rodriguez to
the Library Advisory Committee.

Motion to approve the nomination of Maribel Valdez Rodriguez to the Library Advisory
Committee.

Moved:  Cm. Torres
Second:  Cm. Perez
For:  5   Against:  0   Abstain:  0

Cm. Gonzalez, Cm. Rodriguez, Cm. San Miguel, and Cm. Balli were not present.

II. RESOLUTIONS

1. 2018-R-80 Redesignating a sports complex venue project to be located within the
city limits of the City of Laredo and designating the use of the existing 
sales and use tax levied at the rate of one-fourth of one percent (as 
approved by the voters on August 12, 2000 and re-approved by the 
voters on November 4, 2008 and November 4, 2014, not being a new 
tax) for the purpose of financing the sports complex venue project. 

Cristian Rosas-Grillet, Assistant City Attorney, displayed the proposed 
language of the proposition, Proposition AA, as follows: 

Proposition AA – Hotel Occupancy Tax for Convention Center 

Authorizing the City of Laredo to finance a convention center venue 
located within the corporate limits of the City of Laredo and the related 
infrastructure and the maintenance and operation thereof and to 
impose a new and additional hotel occupancy tax at the rate of two 
percent (2%) in the City of Laredo, Texas for the purpose of financing 
the convention center venue project. If approved, the maximum hotel 
occupancy tax rate in the City of Laredo, Texas, would be sixteen 
percent (16%) of the price paid for a room in a hotel.  
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Kristina L. Hale, City Attorney, clarified that since no Charter 
amendments will be placed on the ballot this election, this proposition 
will be renamed from Proposition AA to Proposition B. 
 
Cm. Balli emphasized that the hotel occupancy tax would only be 
applied to guests paying for hotel rooms in Laredo; this tax will not be 
imposed on citizens. Recently, Laredo ISD has been very gracious by 
allowing the City to hold events at the civic center. However, changes 
are being made and the civic center will no longer be a public facility, 
so the City is in need of a new facility.  
 
Scott Halket, Manager of the Red Roof Inn on Calton Road, voiced his 
opposition to the hotel occupancy tax issue, along with two managers 
of hotels near the airport; hotel owners and operators have a 
committee through the Laredo Chamber of Commerce and has been 
meeting monthly for two years. He noted that it is a tax that will 
negatively affect the occupancy of hotels like the Red Roof Inn, Motel 
Six, and La Quinta. The new tax rate may only result in a $2 
difference or so, but that amount makes a big difference to guests 
who frequent these level of brand name hotels. He also noted that 
money would be better spent in South Laredo if the City truly 
prioritizes economic development. He also noted his opposition to the 
fact that only La Posada Hotel will benefit from the convention center 
being placed Downtown, adding that he will be losing money from his 
own pocket to place in the pocket of La Posada’s managers. The 
limited location options of only Downtown were not transparent to the 
public, and the Council has not gathered enough public input on this 
issue. Mr. Halket stated his opinion that while Council has not shared 
the new location of the sports complex venue, they will likely put it 
Downtown which will further disadvantage hotels outside of the 
Downtown area. He noted that hotel owners are being railroaded by a 
decision that is not to their benefit, adding that the situation feels like 
corporate and political favoritism.  
 
Magdalena Rodriguez, manager of the La Quinta at the Laredo 
International Airport, agreed with Mr. Halket’s comments and voiced 
her opposition to the 2% tax increase. She reiterated that the tax 
increase will not be beneficial for the hotel owners in the area. Hotel 
revenues are already hurting, and this tax increase would be a step 
backward.  
 
Cm. Altgelt stated that the comments of Mr. Halket and Ms. Rodriguez 
show that Council has not adequately engaged the public on this 
issue to inform its decision.  
 
Motion to adopt Resolution 2018-R-080. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Balli 
For:  8   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
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2. 2018-R-81 Designating a convention center venue project to be located within the 

city limits of the City of Laredo and designating the use of a newly 
levied short-term motor vehicle rental tax and a newly levied hotel 
occupancy tax for the purpose of financing the convention center 
venue project. 

 
Cristian Rosas-Grillet, Assistant City Attorney, displayed the proposed 
language of the proposition, Proposition AA, as follows: 
 
Proposition BB – Motor Vehicle Rental Tax for Convention Center 
Authorizing the City of Laredo to finance a convention center venue 
located within the corporate limits of the City of Laredo and the related 
infrastructure and the maintenance and operation thereof and to 
impose a new motor vehicle rental tax at the rate of five percent for 
the purpose of financing the convention center venue project.  
 
Kristina L. Hale, City Attorney, clarified that since no Charter 
amendments will be placed on the ballot this election, this proposition 
will be renamed from Proposition BB to Proposition C. 
 
Motion to adopt Resolution 2018-R-081. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. Balli 
For:  8   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 

 
III. MOTIONS 
 

3. Consideration for approval to award a professional services contract to Abrazo 
Partners, Laredo, Texas, for an amount of $286,190.00 for Masterplan and Design of 
the Boulevard of the Americas (4 Blocks) in the downtown area from Victoria Street at 
the North end, to Hidalgo Street on the South end, Santa Ursula on the West, onto 
San Dario Avenue on the East. Project work is to be done on a fast track basis.  
Funding is available in the 2014, 2015, and 2016 Certificate of Obligation and District 
VIII Priority Funds. 

 
Cm. Balli noted that the Four Blocks area, the four blocks in front of Bridge #2 leading 
to I-35, have been an eyesore for years, which gives a bad first impression of the City 
of Laredo. Staff negotiated a contract for this project, and Abrazo Partners were 
selected to give the design and masterplan for the Boulevard of the Americas. He 
reported that $286,190 was determined for this project, $150,000 of which can come 
from District VIII priority funds; the remaining funds would come from certificates of 
obligation. 
 
Horacio De Leon, City Manager, clarified that all of the funding is available; there is no 
need to take out additional bonds.  
 
Motion to approve the professional services contract to Abrazo Partners for 
$286,190.00, with $150,000 of the funding coming from District VIII priority funds and 
the remainder coming from certificates of obligation. 
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Moved:  Cm. Balli 
Second:  Cm. San Miguel 
For:  6   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Torres and Cm. Altgelt were not present. 
 

IV. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Motion to adjourn. 
 
Moved:  Cm. Torres 
Second:  Cm. San Miguel 
For:  7   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
 
Cm. Perez was not present. 
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