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Call for Artists: 
Public Art Installation at North Central Park/Manadas Creek Request for Proposals 

Title of project Environment-Conscious Permanent Public Art installation at North Central Park (10202 
International Blvd.) / Manadas Creek in Laredo, Texas  

Type of Media Sculpture OR Mural OR Multi-media 

Total Budget Not to exceed $40,000.00 

Budget description Budget is inclusive of artist’s commission, site preparation, travel, equipment rental, supplies 
and fabrication for the final design 

Vision for the installation Artists are invited to submit a proposal with artistic renditions/images/art work concepts for a 
permanent installation of public art located within North Central Park, preferably along its trail 
system in a highly visible area.  Artists’ recommendation for the location of the installation is 
preferred.  The art should educate and represent the need for protection and appreciation of 
the environment.  Thought and consideration should be given especially focused on the 
Manadas Creek watershed and surface water collectors like this system in general.  This life-
giving ecosystem and creek runs through North Central Park, and its waters end up in the Rio 
Grande.  The Rio Grande is Laredo’s only source of drinking water.  The art work should 
inspire environmental stewardship for residents and visitors alike and be cognizant of the 
overall mission of Keep Laredo Beautiful (KLB).  The art installation should endeavor to elevate 
the consciousness of the community for all types of litter that gets washed down with every rain 
shower, and what blows into our creeks with every gust of wind.  This project challenges the 
artist to think about how this trash could be repurposed and used or represented in this art 
installation.  The KLB mission is to empower the citizens of Laredo through education to take 
responsibility for enhancing their community and its environment through litter prevention, 
beautification, community improvement and minimization of the impact of solid waste.   

Project details  Artists are invited to submit their proposals for an outdoor installation in North Central
Park in either a mural, a sculpture form or multi-media

 Application is open to either:
1. professional artists, with relevant experience
2. a student organization under the instruction of a professional educator (teacher or

sponsor with outdoor art installation experience)
3. emerging artists who specialize in the design, construction and installation of

outdoor art

 Take into consideration the vision stated above and not to exceed $40,000

 The artwork submission can either be existing or conceptual

 Appropriate size and scale dimensions are expected for the proposed location and
budget.  Dimensions are flexible, based on the proposed concept and location. If the
proposal is comprised of multiple, smaller scale installations, total dimensions should
equal a medium to large scale art piece

 Location is generally within the North Central Park, along Manadas Creek.

 There is no charge for application & submittal of proposals

 All works must be original and of a safe design and construction

 Must not cover or substantially obstruct current/existing art installations

Application Requirements 1. Completed application (PDF form)
2. Concept drawing or image of the proposed art installation, up to 6 images with

captions
3. Written examples of past work OR resume; to evidence ability to complete quality

projects by the proposed artist/artist group; no images
4. Proposed budget, to include all the budget description items above and not to exceed

$40,000
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5. Proposed location, wide shot photographic image or map with location pin should 
suffice 

Proposer responsibilities Interested artists must submit all 5 of the application requirements by the submittal 
deadline date to be considered valid.  Selected artist(s) or group must transport the artwork 
to and work on site for installation in coordination and conjunction with appropriate City of 
Laredo staff.   

To apply Proposals must be submitted to the Keep Laredo Beautiful organization, via email to 
keeplaredobeautiful@ci.laredo.tx.us not to exceed 15 MB of attachments by Thursday, July 9, 
2020 before 5:00 p.m.  Physical, hard copy submissions will also be accepted at the City of 
Laredo Environmental Services Department, located at 619 Reynolds Street in Laredo, Texas 
78040.  One complete application with all of the requirements must be received before 5:00 
p.m. in the lobby of the department, July 9, 2020.  NO LATE PROPOSALS WILL BE 
ACCEPTED.  A meeting to address questions regarding the proposals, will be held 
Tuesday, June 30 at 10 A.M. via WebEx video-conference with Keep Laredo Beautiful 
staff.  For a meeting access code, clarifications, questions and general inquiries regarding this 
Call for Artists contact Blasita J. Lopez, Keep Laredo Beautiful, at (956)794-1650.   

Selection Proposals will be reviewed and scored by a committee of citizens who are volunteer 
appointees to the City of Laredo Fine Arts and Culture Commission and the Keep Laredo 
Beautiful board.  The numbered criteria below corresponds to a score value and the selection 
committee will grade & rank each proposal accordingly. When reviewing proposals some of the 
considerations will be:  

1. Creativity (30 pts.) 
2. Education, relevant to the vision (30 pts.) 
3. Sustainability (20 pts.) in relation to outdoor durability. Artworks must be structurally 

sound and able to withstand an outdoor environment in a largely unsupervised area 
that is not protected from weather or curious viewers.  Laredo, Texas has hot semi-
arid climate with long, hot summers and short, mild winters. The average high 
temperate is 100 degrees Fahrenheit at the peak of summer. Avoiding potential 
problems such as deteriorating rust and fading should be considered.  

4. Budget conscience (10 pts.) 
5. Safety to the public (i.e., no sharp edges, no points, no breakable or bendable 

components, no climbing hazards, no barbed wire, etc.) (5 pts.) 
6. Appropriate for family-friendly audience (5 pts.) 

About Laredo, Texas is one of the most populous cities in the State of Texas at nearly 300,000 
people and is ranked as the largest inland port in the nation.  The city is located on the 
southern United States border with Mexico, and shares a diverse and storied history with its 
sister city to the south, Nuevo Laredo, Tamaulipas, Mexico.  It is a predominantly Hispanic 
community with an essence emanating and created by its duality of language, culture and 
traditions tightly interwoven between its Texan, American, and Mexican influences.  It is a 
confluence of languages and people and has often been featured in mainstream and non-
traditional media for national rhetoric topics including immigration; border security and violence; 
border wall; minor league baseball; & international trade and commerce.  Among these national 
talking points, lies an all-American community that has embraced its Parks system overall, and 
North Central Park in particular with its many amenities.  The park is largely developed around 
a portion of the Manadas Creek, and its various wetlands and tributaries.  The area of the park 
is comprised of 240 acres and has been progressively developed and improved since the 
project was first announced in 2004; it has a number of new amenities that were built in just the 
last few years, including, sand volleyball courts, basketball courts, permanent restrooms, and a 
new skate park.  One of its most prominent features is a trail system that compliments the 
watershed; the trails are arranged around several retention basins, a pond, wetlands, the creek 
and along the drainage infrastructure that has been constructed to assist with all the run-off 
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from the surrounding commercial and residential development that now abuts almost every 
side of this natural respite from the bustle of City life.   

Keep Laredo Beautiful Keep Laredo Beautiful is the commissioning entity in this project.  In partnership with key 
stakeholders, Keep Laredo Beautiful (KLB) has recently completed two other public art mural 
projects aimed at elevating the public’s awareness for environmental issues surrounding storm 
water and the pollution that can run-off into the City of Laredo’s storm drains and creeks. Keep 
Laredo Beautiful, Inc. is recognized by the Internal Revenue Service as a 501 (c)(3) 
charitable organization. The organization’s mission is to empower the citizens of Laredo through 
education to take responsibility for enhancing their community and its environment through litter 
prevention, beautification, community improvement and minimization of the impact of solid 
waste. 

Important Dates June 30: WebEx video-conference meeting to discuss potential proposer inquiries at 10 a.m. & 
July 9: deadline for submission of proposals 

Contact Blasita Lopez at blopez@ci.laredo.tx.us or (956) 794-1650 
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Aerial photo of the entirety of North Central Park, boundary of park outlined in green and trails are in the lighter

orange color.  Physical address is 10202 International Blvd., and takes you the entrance closest to the Rev.

Deacon and Irma San Miguel public pool.  There are access points all around the periphery of the park.

Exhibit A- location



Road map showing North Central Park, area of park shaded in green and trails are in the darker green color.

Physical address is 10202 International Blvd., and takes you the entrance closest to the Rev. Deacon and Irma

San Miguel public pool.  There are access points all around the periphery of the park.



Public Art/Mural installation 2020  
Keep Laredo Beautiful Project History 

“A World of Wonder” 

by The Ghost

This mural is in the last phase of installation at the northern most spillway facing south along the Manadas Creek, located in the far north segment of North Central Park;

work began in October 2019.   Anticipated completion date is June 30, 2020 and is expected to cover approximately 4,000 sq. ft. of the drainage spillway.  Gustavo Estrada

submitted the winning proposal and is a professional, independent artist who installed the mural assisted by Keep Laredo Beautiful and Parks and Recreation staff.

“Protect Our River” 

by Cultivarte

This mural is recently installed at Zacate Creek

in Laredo, Texas, just west of the intersection

of Olive and San Francisco.  It was a collective

project and partnership between a local arts

advocacy group known as Cultivarte and KLB.

A small group of volunteers worked for approxi-

mately 10 days to complete the installation of

the eye-catching design that sports a critical

message supporting the KLB mission.  The

mural covers approximately 430 square feet of

concrete drainage chute leading to the creek,

which is considered a tributary of the Rio

Grande.

Exhibit B- history


	A.Environment Conscious Perm Public Art Installation North Central Park
	A.North Central Park Aerial - Road Map
	A.KLB mural history2

