
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-0-131 

AN OIUHNANCE OF THE CITY OF LARKDO, TEXAS TO 

INCLUDE A VOLUNTARY DRUG TESTING PROCESS FOR 

ELECTED OFFICIALS OF THE CITY OF LAREDO; APPROVING 

THE VOLUNTARY D RUG TESTING FORJVl; PROVIDING A 

SEVER.ABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE. 

WHEREAS, the City of Laredo recognizes the adverse impact drug and alcohol abuse 
can have on the community; and 

\VHEREAS. it is the joint responsibility of the City of Laredo and its elected officials to 
ensure the public trust and safety of our citizens; and 

WHEREAS, drug and alcohol abuse can result in a decrease in the City's efficiency, 
economy, and productivity: and 

\VHEREAS. in an effort to maintain a drug free workplace, the City of Laredo has 
implemented the Drug and Alcohol Testing Program to meet this objective: and 

WHEREAS, the City Council seeks to establish a process for random drug and alcohol 
testing of all City of Laredo elected officials who elect to voluntarily participate in the program; 
and 

WHEREAS, the City Council believes it is in the best interest of the City to establish a 
said process to ensure the citizens of Laredo that elected officials are perfrlfrning at the highest 
standards. 

NO\V, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

LAREDO, TEXAS, THAT: 

SECTION L Voluntary Drug Testing for Elected Officials. 

(a) Definitions. For the purpose of this ordinance, the following definitions shall apply: 

·'Elected official" shall include those members elected at large by the qualified voters of 
the City of Laredo which includes members of the City Council, the Mayor. and the 
Municipal Court Judge. 

(b) Voluntary Participation. Elected officials shall be required to fil! out the '·Voluntary 
Drug Testing .. form stating whether they decide to opt in or out of voluntary testing; said 
form shall be made publicly available on the City of Laredo Website. The names of 
those elected officials who elect to be tested will be entered into the software program 
used bv the Citv to randomlv select individuals and schedule the testinu . 
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(c) Frequency of Testing. Three elected officials shall be randomly selected each month for 
testing beginning one month a fter the passage of this Ordinance. 

(d) Selection of Testing. Selection and testing shall occur only on a day which a City 
Council meeting is scheduled. Elected officials who are selected by the program will be 
notified of their selection by 4:00 PM on the day they are selected. 

( e) Time to Report. Elected officials selected to test will have 2 hours after being notified to 
report to testing at the City designated faci I ity. If an elected official selected for testing is 
unable to submit to testing after being notified, they must submit an affidavit to the 
Human Resources l)irector, within twenty-four (24) hours of their failure to test, 
asserting the reason they were unable to report to testing. 

(t) Testing. Testing will be conducted by licensed testing facility employees at a location 
designated by the City where a scheduled City Council meeting will be held. Elected 
officials shall have the option to submit a urine or hair follicle sample for testing. 

(g) Written Request for Re-testing. An elected official who tests positive for drugs may 
request that the split specimen be analyzed: such request must be subn1itted to the Human 
Resources Director within twenty-four (.24) hours of the notification of the original 
positive result. 

(h) Publication of Test Results. Publication of results are subject to the written consent of 
the elected official. Voluntary drug test results will be published on the City of Laredo 
website. In the event written consent is not provided, results will state '·Results not 
released" on the City of Laredo website. 

SECTION 2. Voluntary Drug Test Form. The City Council hereby adopts the form attached to 
this ordinance as Exhibit '·A" and incorporates same herein by reference to be the City of 
Laredo's Voluntary Drug Test Form for elected officials. 

SECTION 3. That if any of these sections, provisions, sentences. clauses, phrases or parts are 
held unconstitutional or void. such holding shall in no way affect the validity of the remaining 
provisions or sections of this ordinance, which shall remain in full fbrce and effect. 

SECTION 4. That all ordinances that are in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance be. 
and the same arc hereby, repealed and all other ordinances of the City not in conflict with the 
provisions of this Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect. 

SECTION 5. This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon passage. 



ATTESTED: 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

2 ke�=-=-
REN.E�S 
CITY ATTORNEY 
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City Council-Regular 

Meeting Date: 10/19/2020 

Final Reading of Ordinances 18. 

Initiated By: Kristina L. Hale, Assistant City Manager 

Staff Source: Rene C. Benavides, City Attorney 

SUBJECT 

2020-0-131 An Ordinance of the City of Laredo, Texas, to include a voluntary drug 
testing process for elected officials of the City of Laredo; approving the voluntary drug 
testing form; providing a severability clause; and providing an effective date. 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION 

On September 21, 2020, City Council motioned to introduce an ordinance which would 
allow elected City officials to opt into a voluntary drug testing process. On October 5, 
2020, City Council approved the introductory ordinance. 

BACKGROUND 

This proposed ordinance would include a voluntary drug testing process for all elected 
officials of the City of Laredo. All elected officials shall be required to fill out the "Voluntary 
Drug Testing" form stating whether they decide to opt in or out of the voluntary testing. 
This form and the testing results shall be made publicly available on the City of Laredo 
City Secretary website. Elected officials who elect to submit to the voluntary drug testing 
process would be randomly selected and testing would occur on a monthly basis at any 
scheduled City Council meeting. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 

N/A. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Council approved the introductory ordinance on October 5, 2020 and Staff recommends 
approval of this Ordinance. 

Fiscal Impact 

Fiscal Year: 

Bugeted Y/N?: 

Source of Funds: 

Account#: 

Change Order: Exceeds 25% Y/N: 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 

N/A 

Attachments 

http:/ll 92.168.24.125/frs/publish/print_ ag_ memo.cfm ?seq=7803&rev _ num=0&mode=Ex... 10/19/2020 
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City of Laredo 

Voluntary Drug Test Form 

• I, _ ____ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  , hereby: 
D give my permission 
D do not give my permission 

to the City of Laredo and the licensed testing facility it has selected to conduct voluntary 
drug testing. 

• I volunteer to have the licensed testing facility conduct analytical tests to determine the 
absence of or the presence of drugs in my body through the use of: 

D urine testing 
D hair follicle testing 
D both urine and hair follicle testing. 

• I understand that if the first drug test is positive, I may make a written request within 
twenty-four (24) hours of obtaining the results to the Human Resources Director to direct 
the licensed testing facility to conduct a second analysis of the same specimen to confirm the 
validity of the original test results. 

• I understand that if the positive results of the tests are caused by drugs that are not part of a 
currently prescribed medical treatment program by a physician licensed to practice medicine 
in the United States, my test results will be deemed to be positive. 

• I understand and agree that the licensed testing facility release the test results to the City of 
Laredo. 

• Once test results are released to the City of Laredo, I, ________ _ 
D grant 
D do not grant 

permission to the City of Laredo to post the results of this voluntary drug test to the City of 
Laredo website. 

• I understand that: 

Signature 

o I may refuse to volunteer in this program. 
o I can revoke my authorization electing to participate in this program at any time. 
o My signing this document is voluntary. 

Date 


