
Chapter 19 - MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC[1]  

Footnotes:  

--- (1) ---  

Cross reference— General penalty for Code violations, § 1-6; traffic authority of airport police, § 4-3(4); 
ambulances, Ch. 5.5; vehicles transporting refuse to be covered, § 14-6; handling, transportation and 
transfer of dangerous article, § 15-59 et seq.; municipal court, Ch. 20; planning. Ch. 24; police, Ch. 26; 
streets, sidewalks and public places, Ch. 28; vehicles for hire, Ch. 32.  

ARTICLE I. - IN GENERAL  

Sec. 19-1. - Definitions.  

(a)  For the purpose of this chapter the following terms shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to 
them:  

Agricultural equipment means any tractor, tractor trailer or other attachment, and any other 
motorized equipment meant primarily for use in farming or agricultural activities.  

Authorized emergency vehicles: Vehicles of the fire department (fire patrol), police vehicles, public 
and private ambulances for which permits have been issued by the state board of health, emergency 
vehicles of municipal departments or public service corporations as are designated or authorized by the 
city council, and private vehicles operated by volunteer firemen while answering a fire alarm.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 2(d).  

Bicycle: Every device propelled by human power upon which any person may ride, having two (2) 
tandem wheels either of which is more than fourteen (14) inches in diameter.  

Bus: Every motor vehicle designed for carrying more than ten (10) passengers and used for the 
transportation of persons; and every motor vehicle other than taxicabs designed and used for the 
transportation of persons for compensation.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 4(b).  

Bus stop: A section of the roadway along the edge thereof marked by signs reading "bus stop" as a 
place for the sole use and convenience of the general public to board and depart from any bus.  

Business district: The territory contiguous to and including a roadway when, within six hundred (600) 
feet along such highway, there are buildings in use for business or industrial purposes including, but not 
limited to, hotels, banks, office buildings, railroad stations and public buildings which occupy at least three 
hundred (300) feet of frontage on one side or three hundred (300) feet collectively on both sides of the 
roadway.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 17(a).  

City: The City of Laredo, Texas, and that physical area within the corporate boundaries of the City of 
Laredo, Texas.  

City terminal: A business or other location within the municipal boundaries of the City of Laredo 
which business or location serves as a point of origination or receipt for shipments of NRHM.  

Commercial motor vehicle means any motor vehicle (other than a motorcycle or passenger car) 
designed or used primarily for the transportation of property, including any passenger car which has been 



reconstructed so as to be used and which is being used primarily for delivery purposes, with the 
exception of passenger cars used in the delivery of the United States mail.  

Controlled-access or limited-access highway: Every highway to which owners or occupants of 
abutting lands and other persons have no legal right of access to or from the same except at such points 
only and in such a manner as may be determined by the public authority having jurisdiction over such 
highway.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, Vernon's Ann. Civ. St. art. 6701d, § 13(g).  

County terminal. A business or other location within the boundaries of the county and outside the city 
limits in which the business or location serves as a point of origination or receipt for shipments of non-
radioactive hazardous materials (NRHM).  

Crosswalk: That part of a roadway at any intersection included within the connection of the lateral 
lines of the sidewalks on opposite sides of the street, whether marked or not, measured from the curbs or 
in the absence of curbs, from the edges of the traversable roadway. The word "crosswalk" also includes 
any portion of a roadway at an intersection or elsewhere distinctly indicated for pedestrian crossings by 
lines or other markings on the surface.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 15.  

Daytime and nighttime: "Daytime" means from one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after 
sunset, and "nighttime" means at any other hour.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 20A.  

Driver: Every person who drives or is in actual physical control of the movements of a vehicle.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 10(c).  

Gross weight: The weight of a vehicle without load, plus the weight of any load thereon.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 20C.  

Intersection: The area embraced within the prolongation or connection of the lateral curblines or, if 
none, then the lateral boundary lines of the roadways of two (2) streets or highways which join one 
another at, or approximately at, right angles, or the area within which vehicles traveling upon different 
streets or highways joining at any other angle may come in conflict. Where a highway includes two (2) 
roadways thirty (30) feet or more apart, then every crossing of each roadway of such divided street or 
highway by an intersecting highway shall be regarded as a separate intersection. In the event such 
intersecting street or highway also includes two (2) roadways thirty (30) feet or more apart, then every 
crossing of the two (2) roadways of such highway shall be regarded as a separate intersection. The 
junction of an alley with a street or highway shall not be considered an intersection.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 14.  

Laned street: A street which is divided into two (2) or more clearly marked lanes for vehicular traffic.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 13(e).  



Local delivery of regulated material(s): Transportation that originates in the City of Laredo, Texas, is 
bound for delivery in the City of Laredo, or both.  

Metal tire: Every tire the surface of which in contact with the highway is wholly or partly of metal or 
other hard nonresilient material.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, Vernon's Ann. Civ. St. art. 6701d, § 6(c).  

Motor vehicle: Every vehicle which is self-propelled and every vehicle which is propelled by electric 
power obtained from overhead trolley wires, but not operated upon rails.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 2(b).  

Motor-assisted bicycle: A bicycle which may be propelled by human power or a motor, or by both, 
with a motor of a capacity of less sixty (60) cubic centimeters piston displacement, which is capable of a 
maximum speed of not more than twenty (20) miles per hour on a flat surface with not more than one 
percent grade in any direction when the motor is engaged.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 2(n).  

Motor-driven cycle: Every motorcycle, including every motor scooter, with a motor which produces 
not to exceed five (5) brake horsepower (brake horsepower developed by a prime mover as measured by 
a brake applied to the driving shaft) and every bicycle with motor attached other than a motor assisted 
bicycle.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 2(i).  

Motorcycle: Every motor vehicle having a saddle for the use of the rider and designed to travel on 
not more than three (3) wheels in contact with the ground but excluding a tractor.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 2(c).  

Muffler: A device consisting of a series of chambers of baffle plates or other mechanical design for 
the purpose of receiving exhaust gas from an internal combustion engine and/or turbine wheels for the 
purpose of receiving exhaust gas from a diesel engine, both of which are effective in reducing noise.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art.6701d, § 2(m).  

NRHM (non-radioactive hazardous materials) vehicle: A vehicle transporting regulated materials and 
subject to provisions and regulations of this article XVI.  

Negligence: The failure to use that degree of care that a reasonable and prudent person would use 
under the same or similar circumstances.  

No parking zone: A space or area on the roadway adjacent to the curb, whether marked by official 
signs or not, in which no vehicle may be parked.  

Non-radioactive hazardous materials (NRHM): Those non-radioactive materials classified as 
hazardous by the United States Government through the Secretary of Transportation pursuant to his or 
her authority under 49 U.S.C.A. Sec. 1801 et seq. (1976).  

Non-radioactive hazardous materials (NRHM) route: The limitations on the through-routing 
movement of commercial vehicles carrying non-radioactive materials classified as hazardous (i.e. 
petrochemicals, gases, corrosives, etc.) of a certain weight and quantity to designated highways or routes 



as implemented by 49 Code of Federal Regulation Part 397 and delegated to political subdivisions 
pursuant to the Tex. Admin. Code § 25.203(a).  

Non-radioactive hazardous materials (NRHM) transportation: Motor vehicle transportation of non-
radioactive hazardous materials in such quantities that the vehicle is required to carry and exhibit 
placards pursuant to Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Part 172.  

Official traffic-control devices: All signs, signals, markings and devices not inconsistent with this 
chapter placed or erected by authority of a public body or official having jurisdiction for the purpose of 
regulating, warning or guiding traffic.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 18(a).  

Overnight means anytime between the hours of 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. the following day.  

Owner: A person, other than a lienholder, having the property in or title to a vehicle. The term 
includes a person entitled to the use and possession of a vehicle subject to a security interest in another 
person, but excludes a lessee under lease not intended as security.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 10(d).  

Park or parking: The standing of a vehicle, whether occupied or not, otherwise than temporarily for 
the purpose of and while actually engaged in loading or unloading materials or passengers.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 20E.  

Parking stall or parking space: That portion or section of a roadway adjacent to the curbing or edge, 
set apart, marked and bounded by lines painted or marked upon the surface of the roadway and 
extending into the roadway for the use of parking vehicles, or that portion of any alley marked by official 
signs showing such space to be a parking zone.  

Passenger: Any person in or on a vehicle other than the driver, whether or not the vehicle is moving.  

Passenger car: Every motor vehicle, except motorcycles and motor driven cycles, designed for 
carrying ten (10) passengers or less and used for the transportation of persons.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 2(j).  

Pedestrian: Any person afoot.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 10(c).  

Police officer: Every officer of the city police department or any officer authorized to direct or regulate 
traffic or to make arrests for violations of traffic regulations.  

Private road or driveway: Every way or place in private ownership and used for vehicular travel by 
the owner and those having expressed or implied permission from the owner but not by other persons.  

Pushcarts: Every device propelled by human power having three (3) wheels and designed to carry a 
load on the front portion.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 13(b).  



Public space: A place where people are assembled or to which people commonly resort for purposes 
of business, amusement, recreation or other lawful purposes and, for the purpose of this chapter, shall 
include all streets and alleys within the boundaries of the city.  

Railroad: A carrier of persons or materials upon cars, other than street cars, operated upon 
stationary rails.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 7(a).  

Regulated materials: Non-radioactive hazardous materials of the character regulated by this article 
and affected by this local non-radioactive hazardous materials route regulation.  

Requiring placard, (when used to describe a vehicle): Any vehicle transporting hazardous materials 
in sufficient quantity to require placarding as set forth in the United States Department of Transportation 
Hazardous Materials Regulations 49 U.S.C.A. Sec. 1801 et seq. (1976).  

Residence district: The territory contiguous to and including a street or highway not comprising a 
business district when the property on such street or highway for a distance of three hundred (300) feet or 
more is, in the main, improved with residences or residences and buildings in use for business.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 17(b).  

Right-of-way: The right of one vehicle or pedestrian to proceed in a lawful manner in preference to 
another vehicle or pedestrian approaching under such circumstances of direction, speed and proximity as 
to give rise to danger of collision unless one grants precedence to the other.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 20.  

Roadway: That portion of a street or highway, improved, designed for or ordinarily used for vehicular 
travel exclusive of the berm or shoulder. In the event a highway includes two (2) or more separate 
roadways the term "roadway" as used herein shall refer to any such roadway separately but not to all 
such roadways collectively.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 13(c).  

Route: A street on which signs are erected giving notice thereof that certain types of vehicles may or 
may not be operated.  

Safety zone: The area or space officially set apart within a roadway for the exclusive use of 
pedestrians and which is protected or is so marked or indicated by adequate signs as to be plainly visible 
at all times while set apart as a safety zone.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 16.  

School bus: Every motor vehicle that complies with the color and identification requirements set forth 
in the most recent edition of standards as produced and sponsored by the National Commission on 
Safety Education of the National Education Association, Washington, D.C. and is being used to transport 
children to or from school or in connection with school activities, but not including buses operated by 
common carriers in urban transportation of schoolchildren.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 2(e).  



Semitrailer means every vehicle of the trailer type so designed or used in conjunction with a motor 
vehicle that some part of its own weight and that of its own load rests upon or is carried by another motor 
vehicle.  

Sidewalk: That portion of a street between the curblines, of the lateral lines of a roadway, and the 
adjacent property lines intended for the use of pedestrians.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 13(d).  

Signs and signals: When pertaining to drivers of vehicles, the position of a driver's hand or arm or 
the use of signal lights to indicate to the driver of other vehicles that he intends to stop, start or change his 
direction of travel; when pertaining to a physical object or marking, any official traffic-control device.  

Stand or standing: The halting of a vehicle whether occupied or not, otherwise than for the purpose 
of and while actually engaged in receiving or discharging passengers.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 20F.  

Stop: When required, the complete cessation of movement.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 20G.  

Stop or stopping: When prohibited, means any halting even momentary of a vehicle, whether 
occupied or not except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or in compliance with the 
directions of a police officer or traffic-control sign or signal.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 20H.  

Street or highway: The entire width between the boundary lines of every way publicly maintained 
when any part thereof is open to the use of the public for purposes of vehicular travel.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 13(a).  

Through-street or highway: A street or highway, or a portion thereof, on which vehicular traffic is 
given preferential right-of-way, and at the entrances to which vehicular traffic from intersecting highways 
is required by law to yield the right-of-way to vehicles on such through highway in obedience to either a 
stop sign, yield sign or other official traffic-control device when such signs are erected as provided in this 
chapter.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 13(f).  

Through-traffic transportation: Transportation of regulated material(s) that originates outside of the 
corporate boundaries of the City of Laredo, Texas, and involves no deliveries or pickups inside the 
corporate boundaries of the City of Laredo, Texas.  

Traffic: Pedestrians, ridden or herded animals, vehicles, streetcars and other conveyances either 
singly or together while using any street for purposes of travel.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 19.  

Traffic-control signal: Any device, whether manually, electrically, or mechanically operated, by which 
traffic is alternately directed to stop and permitted to proceed.  



State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 18(b).  

Trailer means every vehicle without motive power designed or used for carrying property or 
passengers wholly on its own structure and to be drawn by a motor vehicle.  

Truck: Every motor vehicle designed, used, or maintained primarily for the transportation of property.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 4(a).  

Truck-tractors means every motor vehicle designed or used primarily for drawing other vehicles and 
not so constructed as to carry a load other than a part of the weight of the vehicle and load so drawn.  

Vehicle: Every device in, upon or by which any person or property is or may be transported or drawn 
upon a public highway, except devices moved by human power or used exclusively upon stationary rails 
or tracks.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 2(a).  

Walks: Areas in public ways designed primarily for pedestrian use.  

Zones: Areas in public ways designed for limited or specialized uses.  

(b)  In addition to the definitions contained in paragraph (a) of this section, and unless the context of this 
chapter dictates otherwise all the definitions in the Uniform Traffic Act shall be applicable to the 
words and phrases used in this chapter.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-1; Ord. No. 2011-O-149, § 1, 11-28-11; Ord. No. 2015-O-168 , § 1, 12-7-

15)  

Cross reference— Rules of construction and definitions generally, § 1-2. 

Sec. 19-2. - Scope.  

The provisions of this chapter relating to the operation of vehicles refer exclusively to the operation of 
vehicles upon highways except where a different place is specifically referred to in a given section.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-2)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 21. 

Sec. 19-3. - Driver's license.  

It shall be unlawful for any person to drive or otherwise propel any motor vehicle within the city 
unless such person shall have in his possession a current, valid driver's license issued by the state of his 
residency.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-3)  

Cross reference— Licenses, permits and miscellaneous business regulations, Ch. 18.  

State Law reference— Driver's licenses, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 1 et seq. 

http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=760081&datasource=ordbank


Sec. 19-4. - Application of chapter provisions—To governmental vehicles.  

The provisions of this chapter applicable to the drivers of vehicles upon the highways and streets 
shall apply to the drivers of all vehicles owned or operated by the United States, this state or any county, 
city, town or any other political subdivision of this state subject to such specific exceptions as are set forth 
in this chapter with reference to authorized emergency vehicles.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-4)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 24(f). 

Sec. 19-5. - Same—To persons propelling pushcarts or riding animals.  

Every person propelling any pushcart, riding animals or driving any animal-drawn vehicle upon a 
roadway shall be granted all of the rights and shall be subject to all of the duties applicable to the driver of 
a vehicle, except those provisions of this chapter which by their very nature can have no application.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-5)  

Cross reference— Animals and fowl, Ch. 6.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 25. 

Sec. 19-6. - Same—To workmen, equipment.  

The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to persons, teams, motor vehicles and other equipment 
while actually engaged in work upon the surface of a highway or street, but shall apply to such persons 
and vehicles when traveling to or from such work.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-6)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 24(a). 

Sec. 19-7. - Same—To authorized emergency vehicles.  

(a)  The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle, when responding to an emergency call or when in 
the pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law or when responding to but not upon returning 
from a fire alarm, may exercise the privileges set forth in this section, but subject to the conditions 
herein stated.  

(b)  The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle may:  

(1)  Park or stand, irrespective of the provisions of this chapter;  

(2)  Proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but only after slowing down as may be 
necessary for safe operation;  

(3)  Exceed the maximum speed limits so long as he does not endanger life or property;  

(4)  Disregard regulations governing direction of movement or turning in specified directions.  

(c)  The exemptions herein granted to an authorized emergency vehicle shall apply only when such 
vehicle is making use of audible and visual signals meeting the requirements of state law, except 



that an authorized emergency vehicle operated as a police vehicle need not be equipped with or 
display a red light visible from in front of the vehicle.  

(d)  The foregoing provisions shall not relieve the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle from the 
duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons, nor shall such provisions protect the driver 
from the consequences of his reckless disregard for the safety of others.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-7)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 2(b)—(d). 

Sec. 19-8. - Chapter not to interfere with rights of owners of real estate.  

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent the owner of real property used by the public for 
purposes of vehicular travel by permission of the owner and not as matter of right from prohibiting such 
use, or from requiring other or different or additional conditions than those specified in this chapter, or 
otherwise regulating such use as may seem best to such owner.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-8)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 28. 

Sec. 19-9. - Required obedience to traffic laws.  

It is unlawful and unless otherwise declared in this chapter with respect to particular offenses, it is a 
misdemeanor for any person to do any act forbidden or fail to perform any act required in this chapter.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-9)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art 6701d, § 22. 

Sec. 19-10. - Obedience to traffic officers.  

No person shall willfully fail or refuse to comply with any lawful order or direction of any police officer 
invested by law with the authority to direct, control or regulate traffic.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-10)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 23. 

Sec. 19-11. - Fee for dismissal of traffic cases in municipal court.  

The municipal court of the city is authorized to collect a fee in the amount of ten dollars ($10.00) to 
cover the services performed when a case is dismissed because a defendant has completed a "defensive 
driving course" under the provisions of Vernon's Ann. Civ. St. art. 6701d, § 143A. The municipal court 
judge is expressly authorized to impose a fee of up to ten dollars ($10.00) to cover services performed 
when a case is dismissed as described above. (Ord. No. 87-167, § 1, 10-26-87)  

Editor's note— Ord. No. 87-167, adopted Oct. 26, 1987, did not specifically amend this Code; 

hence, inclusion of § 1 as § 19-11 was at the discretion of the editor.  



Cross reference— Fees for municipal court documents, § 2-3(a). 

Secs. 19-12, 19-13. - Reserved.  

Editor's note— Ord. No. 98-061, § 1, adopted Feb. 23, 1998, repealed §§ 19-12 and 19-13 

which pertained to identification markings on and liability insurance requirement for motor 

carriers, respectively, and derived from Ord. No. 90-12, §§ 1—5, adopted Jan. 15, 1990; and 

Ord. No. 91-095, §§ 1—5, adopted April 15, 1991. 

Secs. 19-14—19-25. - Reserved. 

ARTICLE II. - ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT[2]  

Footnotes:  

--- (2) ---  

Cross reference— Administration generally, Ch. 2.  

DIVISION 1. - GENERALLY  

Sec. 19-26. - Required obedience to chapter.  

It is unlawful and a misdemeanor for any person to do any act forbidden or fail to perform any act 
required in this chapter.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-29)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 22. 

Sec. 19-27. - Obedience to police and fire department officials.  

No person shall willfully fail or refuse to comply with any lawful order or direction of a police officer or 
fire department official, or other person authorized by the mayor to enforce the provisions of this chapter.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-30)  

Cross reference— Health and sanitation, Ch. 15.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 23. 

Sec. 19-28. - Authority of police and fire department officials.  

(a)  It shall be the duty of the officers of the police department, or such officers as are assigned by the 
chief of police or the mayor, to enforce all traffic laws of this city and of the state.  

(b)  Officers of the police department or such officers as are assigned by the chief of police or the mayor 
are hereby authorized to direct all traffic by voice, hand or signal in conformance with traffic laws, 
provided that, in the event of a fire or other emergency or to expedite traffic or to safeguard 
pedestrians, officers of the police department may direct traffic as conditions may require 
notwithstanding the provisions of the traffic laws.  



(c)  Officers of the fire department, when at the scene of fire, may direct or assist the police in directing 
traffic there or in the immediate vicinity thereof.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-26)  

Cross reference— Fire department, § 12-16 et seq.; police department, § 26-21 et seq.  

State Law reference— Authority of city to regulate traffic by means of police officers, 

V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 27(a)(2). 

Sec. 19-29. - Obstruction of view.  

(a)  The following terms as used in this section shall have the meaning respectively ascribed to them:  

Curbline: The boundary of that portion of any street which is improved, designed or ordinarily used 
for vehicular traffic.  

Fence: Any enclosing barrier, movable or immovable, constructed of wood, metal or any other 
material, regardless of its use or purpose.  

Object: Every sign, advertisement, container or display item of any type or form, whether movable or 
immovable, which is not authorized by state law or city ordinance.  

Plant: Any hedge, bush, shrub, vine, palm or vegetation, except trees.  

Property line: The boundary line of any street, which line marks the division between the street area 
and the property abutting upon the same.  

(b)  It shall be unlawful for any person to place or maintain, or cause to maintain any plant, object, sign, 
or vehicle having a height of greater than two and one-half (2½) feet above the level of the center of 
the nearest abutting street, on or in that portion of any corner lot in the city, which portion is included 
in a triangle on the street corner of the lot formed by a diagonal line intersecting the curblines, at 
points twenty (20) feet from the street corner intersection of the curblines.  

(c)  It shall be unlawful for any person to place or maintain, or cause to be placed or maintained, any 
tree on or in that portion of any corner lot in the city, which portion is included in the triangle 
described in (b) above, unless all limbs, branches and foliage on the tree are kept trimmed and 
pruned to a minimum clearance of eight (8) feet above the level of the nearest curbline or to such 
clearance as will provide an unobstructed view of traffic signs and controls to oncoming traffic.  

(d)  It shall be unlawful for any person to place, maintain or permit, or cause to be placed or maintained, 
any tree, plant, object or vehicle on or in the area between the property line of any lot and the 
curbline of any street abutting such property line of that area by the public.  

(e)  It shall be unlawful for any person to place, maintain or permit or cause to be placed or maintained 
on any property, any tree, plant or object within five (5) feet of any fire hydrant in the city.  

(f)  It shall be unlawful for the owner or occupant of any property in the city to maintain or permit limbs of 
trees growing thereon to overhang or grow above the area between his property line and the curbline 
of any abutting street, unless such limbs and all branches and foliage thereon are kept trimmed and 
pruned to a minimum clearance of eight (8) feet above the level of the nearest curbline, or to such 
clearance of eight (8) feet above the level of the nearest curbline, or to such clearance as will provide 
an unobstructed view of traffic signs and controls to oncoming traffic.  

(g)  It shall be unlawful for any person to construct or replace, or cause to be constructed or replaced, 
any fence having a height greater than three (3) feet above the level of the center of the nearest 
abutting street on or in the triangle described in (b) above; provided, this section will not apply to any 
fence authorized by law.  



(h)  It shall be the duty of the city traffic manager to cause a written notice to be served upon the owner 
or occupant of any property upon which any violation of this section exists to correct such condition 
as constitutes a violation of this section within ten (10) days after serving such notice; and if such 
condition is not corrected or remedied or caused to be corrected or remedied by such person by the 
end of such ten (10) days, the city traffic manager is authorized and directed to cause a complaint to 
be issued against such owner or occupant, stating the offense with which he is charged.  

(i)  The city traffic manager is authorized to remove or cause be removed any tree, plant or object found 
between the opposite curblines, in any street in the city, and to trim branches, limbs or foliage of any 
tree or plant which overhangs or grows above the area which lies between the opposite curblines of 
any street, so as to provide a minimum clearance of eight (8) feet above the street level at the 
curbline and so as to be graduated toward the center level at the center of the street where 
necessary, in the opinion of the traffic manager, to provide for the safety of the public.  

(j)  Any lawful use of a building or fence constructed of brick or stone, as of the date when the existing 
use of such structures became nonconforming because of the application of this section to such 
structures, may be continued even though such use does not conform to the provisions hereof. 
Whenever a nonconforming use of structure or portion thereof is discontinued for a period of two 
years, any future use of such structure or portion thereof shall be in conformity with the requirements 
of this section.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-27; Ord. No. 2011-O-173, 12-5-11) 

Sec. 19-30. - Temporary traffic-control officers.  

Under unusual conditions the chief of police or the mayor may appoint temporary traffic-control 
officers until such unusual conditions cease to exist, which officers shall have the same authority as 
regular officers of the police department unless they are specifically limited by the chief of police or the 
mayor.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-28) 

Sec. 19-31. - Arrest without warrant.  

Any police officer of the city shall have the power and is hereby authorized to arrest without a 
warrant of arrest being first issued, any person who violates any traffic ordinance of the city or any 
provisions of the state motor vehicle laws as are applicable within the city limits in the presence of or 
within the view of such arresting officer, but only where there is reasonable cause to believe that the 
offender will flee the jurisdiction if not arrested, and then only for the purpose of securing good and 
valuable bond, and/or to secure financial responsibility for damages committed.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-31) 

Sec. 19-32. - Authority of disabled parking enforcement volunteers to enforce the disabled parking law.  

(a)  The chief of police or his/her designee shall have the authority and sole discretion to appoint and 
remove any person who is a citizen of the United States to issue citations on any vehicle found to be 
parked in a parking space or parking area designated for the exclusive use of vehicles transporting 
persons with disabilities in the city in violation of section 19-359 of the Code of Ordinances, pursuant 
to Tex. Rev. Civ. Stat. Ann. art. 6675a-5e.1, section 6A.(d) and all other applicable law.  

(b)  Each disabled parking enforcement volunteer appointed pursuant to this section shall complete an 
application, and satisfactorily complete a course of training on disabled parking enforcement to be 
developed and conducted by the chief of police or his/her designee.  



(c)  The application required by subsection (b) of this section shall show the correct name, current 
address and telephone number of the applicant. The chief of police or his/her designee is specifically 
authorized to required additional information from the applicant. Upon receipt of the application 
required by subsection (b) of this section, the designee of the chief of police shall cause a complete 
and thorough review to be made of the applicant and make his/her recommendation to the chief of 
police, who will then make the final decision regarding the application.  

(d)  Disabled parking enforcement volunteers are hereby authorized to issue citations on any vehicle 
found to be in violation of section 19-359 of the Code of Ordinances, or any vehicle found to be in 
violation of Tex. Rev. Civ. Stat. Ann. article 6675a-5e.1, as amended (disabled/handicapped 
parking), in the same manner as any law enforcement officer of the state or county or municipality of 
the State of Texas, subject to the following limitations:  

(1)  No disabled parking enforcement volunteer shall be deemed a peace officer, nor receive any 
compensation from the city while in the capacity of a disabled parking enforcement volunteer.  

(2)  No disabled parking enforcement volunteer shall be required to complete training as a peace 
officer.  

(3)  No disabled parking enforcement volunteer shall have the power or duty to enforce other traffic 
or civil or criminal laws.  

(4)  No disabled parking enforcement volunteer shall possess or carry firearms or other weapons 
for the purpose of enforcing the disabled parking law.  

(5)  No disabled parking enforcement volunteer shall be entitled to any indemnification from the 
state, county or the city for any injury or property damage sustained as a result of enforcement 
activities. Each disabled parking enforcement volunteer shall specifically acknowledge that such 
disabled parking enforcement volunteer has no rights to claim of injury or property damage 
resulting from disabled parking enforcement activities.  

(6)  No government, agency, department or officer of the state, county or the city shall be liable or 
accountable for any ace or omission of any person appointed to issue disabled parking citations 
pursuant to this section. Each disabled parking enforcement volunteer shall specifically hold 
harmless the city, its employees, officers, and agents, from liability for any such act or omission 
by such parking enforcement specialist.  

(Ord. No. 95-224, § 1, 10-16-95) 

Secs. 19-33—19-45. - Reserved. 

DIVISION 2. - TRANSPORTATION AND TRAFFIC SAFETY ADVISORY COMMITTEE[3]  

 

Footnotes:  

--- (3) ---  

Editor's note— Division 2 originally consisted of §§ 19-46—19-49 and regulated the position of traffic 
director, as derived from §§ 1-22—1-25 of an ordinance adopted Mar. 18, 1980. The duties of the director 
were assumed by the traffic and parking control department included in div. 3 of this article, § 19-58 et 
seq., which has since been repealed by § 3 of Ord. No. 89-101, adopted June 5, 1989. Subsequently, the 
editor included the provisions of §§ 1—7 of Ord. No. 86-129, adopted July 21, 1986, as a new div. 2, §§ 
19-46—19-52.  

Sec. 19-46. - Created.  



There is hereby created an advisory committee for the City of Laredo which shall be called "the 
transportation and traffic safety advisory committee", which shall be composed of ten (10) members. The 
members shall be appointed by the city council as follows: the mayor and each councilmember shall 
designate one member of the advisory committee subject to the ratification of the city council each whom 
shall be a resident of the City of Laredo. The mayor shall also designate an additional member and an 
alternate, subject to the selection of the Asociación de Transportistas, as prescribed in chapter 28, article 
I, subsection 28-7(e), where only the primary representative will have one (1) vote on the committee and 
the alternate will be an advisory seat but will not have a vote.  

(Ord. No. 86-129, § 1, 7-21-86; Ord. No. 2013-O-120, § 1, 9-16-13) [4]  

Footnotes:  

--- (4) ---  

Editor's note— Ord. No. 96-180, adopted October 21, 1996, amended § 28-7 to reflect that membership 
of the transportation and traffic safety advisory committee had been increased to ten (10). At the city's 
request, § 19-7 has been updated to reflect the increase in membership.  

In addition, subsection 28-7(e) established the following procedures for appointment of the tenth member:  

"The tenth representative and an alternate shall be subject to selection by the Asociación de 
Transportistas. Written notice of such designation shall be given to the mayor, who shall appoint such 
representative to the transportation and traffic safety advisory committee. The primary representative will 
have one (1) vote on the transportation and traffic safety advisory committee; the alternate representative 
will be an advisory seat on the transportation and traffic safety advisory committee but will not have a 
vote. The mayor shall appoint the representative and alternate to the transportation and traffic safety 
advisory committee pursuant to the redefining language of the enabling ordinance, to allow the 
representative and alternate to take their seats on the transportation and traffic safety advisory committee 
by September 30, 1996. Any actions taken prior to the adoption of this article to create and fill those 
positions are hereby ratified."  

Sec. 19-47. - Filling of vacancies.  

On taking office or as soon thereafter as possible, the mayor and each councilperson elected shall 
designate one (1) person each to be a member of the transportation and traffic safety advisory 
committee, subject to the ratification of the city council, except that the mayor will designate an additional 
member and alternate as described in section 19-46. All committee members shall serve a term 
concurrent with that of the mayor or council member appointing them, and they shall continue in office 
until their successors are duly appointed. If a committee member's position becomes vacant due to death, 
discontinuance of the committee member's eligibility to serve, or his/her incapacity or unwillingness to 
serve for any reason, the city council shall fill the vacancy for the unexpired term, by appointment.  

(Ord. No. 86-129, § 2, 7-21-86; Ord. No. 2013-O-120, § 1, 9-16-13) 

Sec. 19-48. - Compensation.  

No salary, fees or compensation shall be paid to members of the said advisory committee for their 
services thereon.  

(Ord. No. 86-129, § 3, 7-21-86; Ord. No. 2013-O-120, § 1, 9-16-13) 

Sec. 19-49. - Meetings.  
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The chairman and vice-chairman shall be elected annually by majority vote and shall be eligible for 
re-election. The committee may establish such other officer's, as the committee may deem necessary. 
The terms of office shall be for one (1) year and an annual election of officers shall be held on April 1 or 
as soon thereafter as practical. A quorum for any meeting shall be five (5) members. It shall be the duty of 
the chairman to preside at all meetings of the transportation and traffic safety advisory committee, and of 
the vice-chairman to preside in the absence of the chairman. If both the chairman and the vice-chairman 
are absent, a quorum of the advisory committee may elect a temporary chairman for the meeting. Any 
member of the committee, absent without being excused by the committee for three (3) consecutive 
meetings, shall automatically forfeit his membership in the committee. At the organizational meeting, the 
advisory committee shall adopt rules and regulations pertaining to its meetings, organizational setup, time 
and place of meetings, and related matters. Notice of each meeting shall be posted pursuant to the Texas 
Open Meetings Act. A record shall be kept of all proceedings, and minutes shall be delivered to the city 
manager and city council as soon as possible after each meeting.  

Ord. No. 86-129, § 4, 7-21-86; Ord. No. 2011-O-094, § 1, 7-18-11; Ord. No. 2013-O-120, § 1, 9-

16-13) 

Sec. 19-50. - Notification to city manager of meetings.  

The city manager shall be notified of all meetings and may participate in the meetings of the 
committee.  

(Ord. No. 86-129, § 5, 7-21-86) 

Sec. 19-51. - Duty, function.  

It shall be the duty and function of the transportation and traffic safety committee to advise the city 
council and the city manager on issues pertaining to the following and such other related matters as may 
be referred to the committee by the city council:  

(1)  Proposed changes in the transportation master plan;  

(2)  Traffic safety:  

(a)  Speed limits;  

(b)  Street direction designations;  

(c)  Traffic regulation;  

(d)  Enhancement of traffic conditions.  

(3)  Reserved.  

(4)  Truck routes;  

(5)  Vehicle for hire regulations;  

(6)  Parking:  

(a)  Parking regulation;  

(b)  Parking fees and fines;  

(c)  Residential permit parking.  

(7)  International bridges:  

(a)  Bridge tolls;  

(b)  Bridge improvements.  
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(Ord. No. 86-129, § 6, 7-21-86; Ord. No. 99-008, § 1, 1-18-99; Ord. No. 2007-O-120, § 1, 7-2-

07) 

Sec. 19-52. - Advisory capacity.  

The transportation and traffic safety advisory committee in discharging its duties enumerated in this 
division shall serve in an advisory capacity only.  

(Ord. No. 86-129, § 7, 7-21-86) 

Secs. 19-53—19-57. - Reserved. 

DIVISION 3. - RESERVED[5]  

 

Footnotes:  

--- (5) ---  

Editor's note— Division 3, §§ 19-58—19-60, derived from §§ 1—3 of an ordinance adopted Aug. 4, 
1981, relating to the traffic and parking control department, was repealed by § 3 of Ord. No. 89-101, 
adopted June 5, 1989.  

Secs. 19-58—19-65. - Reserved. 

ARTICLE III. - ACCIDENTS  

Sec. 19-66. - Accidents involving damage to vehicle.  

The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting only in damage to a vehicle which is driven 
or attended by any person shall immediately stop such vehicle at the scene of such accident or as close 
thereto as possible, and shall forthwith return to the damaged vehicle and remain at the scene of such 
accident until he has fulfilled the requirements of section 19-67. Every such stop shall be made in such a 
way as not to obstruct traffic.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-113)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 39. 

Sec. 19-67. - Duty to give information and render aid.  

The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident, resulting in injury to or death of any person, or 
damage to any vehicle which is driven or attended by any person, shall give his name, address and the 
registration number of the vehicle he is driving and shall upon request, exhibit his operator's or chauffeur's 
license to the person struck or to the driver or occupants of or persons attending any vehicle collided with, 
or any peace officer, and shall render assistance to any person injured in such accident, including the 
carrying or the making of arrangements for the carrying of such person to a physician, surgeon or hospital 
for medical or surgical treatment, if it is apparent that such treatment is necessary, or if such carrying is 
requested by the injured person.  



(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-114)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 40. 

Sec. 19-68. - Duty upon striking unattended vehicle.  

The driver of any vehicle which collides with any vehicle which is unattended shall immediately stop, 
and shall then and there either locate and notify the operator or owner of such vehicle of the name and 
address of the driver or owner of the vehicle striking the unattended vehicle, or shall leave securely 
fastened in a conspicuous place in or on the vehicle struck a written notice, giving the name and address 
of the driver and of the owner of the vehicle doing the striking and a statement of the circumstances 
thereof.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-115)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 41. 

Sec. 19-69. - Duty upon striking fixture on public thoroughfare.  

The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting only in damage to fixtures legally upon or 
adjacent to a street, roadway or highway shall take reasonable steps to locate and notify the owner or 
person in charge of such property of such fact and of his name and address, and of the registration 
number of the vehicle he is driving, and shall upon request and if available, exhibit his operator's or 
chauffeur's license, and shall make a report of such accident when and as required in section 19-71 of 
this chapter.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-116)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 42. 

Sec. 19-70. - Investigation.  

Upon notification of a law enforcement officer by the driver of a vehicle involved in an accident 
resulting in injury to or death of any person, or total property damage to an apparent extent of fifty dollars 
($50.00) or more, the officer may investigate the accident and file any justifiable charges relating thereto 
without regard to whether the accident occurred on a public street or highway or other public property, on 
a road owned and controlled by any water control and improvement district, whether or not a fee is 
charged for the use of the road, or on private property commonly used by the public such as supermarket 
or shopping center, parking lots, parking areas provided by business establishments for the convenience 
of their customers, clients or patrons, parking lots owned and operated by the city or any other parking 
area owned and operated for the convenience of, and commonly used by, the public; provided, however, 
this section shall not apply to accidents occurring on privately owned residential parking areas or on 
privately owned parking lots where a fee charged for the privilege of parking or storing a motor vehicle.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-117)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 48A. 

Sec. 19-71. - Reports—-Required.  



(a)  The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident within the city resulting in an injury to or death of any 
person or damage to any property to an apparent extent of fifty dollars ($50.00) or more shall 
immediately by the quickest means of communication give notice of such accident to the police 
department.  

(b)  The police department may require a driver of a vehicle involved in an accident, of which a report 
must be made as provided herein, to file a supplemental report whenever the original report is 
insufficient, and it is hereby made the duty of all persons witnessing any accident or collision of a 
vehicle of any kind to report the same to the police department.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-118)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, §§ 43, 44(b). 

Sec. 19-72. - Same—Filing with city.  

Every law enforcement officer, other than members of the city police department and state 
department of public safety, who in the regular course of duty investigates a motor vehicle accident of 
which a report must be made, either at the time of and at the scene of the accident or thereafter by 
interviewing participants or witnesses shall, within ten (10) days after completing such investigation, 
forward a written report of such accident to the traffic division of the police department who in turn will 
provide a copy to the city traffic manager. Every accident report shall be made on the appropriate form 
provided by the traffic division and shall contain all of the information required therein unless not 
available. Such report shall be without prejudice to the officer so reporting and shall be for the confidential 
use of the police department and the city traffic manager.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-119; Ord. No. 2011-O-173, 12-5-11)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 44(c). 

Sec. 19-73. - When driver unable to report.  

When the driver or operator of a vehicle is unable physically to make the accident report required in 
this article and there were other occupants of the vehicle at the time of the accident capable of making 
the report such occupants shall make or cause such report to be made.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-120) 

Sec. 19-74. - Removing vehicle from scene.  

It shall be unlawful for the driver or any other person to remove any vehicle involved in an accident 
from the scene of the accident until authorized to do so by a police officer of the police department of the 
city; provided, however, this section shall not apply if there exists or arises a duty on the part of such 
driver or other person in control of such vehicle to use the vehicle in carrying any person injured in the 
accident to a physician or surgeon for medical or surgical treatment or to notify the police department of 
the accident.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-121) 

Secs. 19-75—19-85. - Reserved. 

ARTICLE IV. - BICYCLES AND PLAY VEHICLES 



DIVISION 1. - GENERALLY  

Sec. 19-86. - Scope.  

(a)  These regulations applicable to bicycles shall apply whenever a bicycle is operated upon any 
highway or upon any path set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles subject to those exceptions 
stated herein.  

(b)  All provisions of this chapter applicable to bicycles also apply to motor-assisted bicycles unless 
because of their nature they can have no application to those vehicles.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-211)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 178(c). 

Sec. 19-87. - Compliance required.  

It is a misdemeanor for any person to do any act forbidden or fail to perform any act required in this 
article.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-212)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 178(a). 

Sec. 19-88. - Parental responsibility.  

The parent of any child and the guardian of any ward shall not authorize or knowingly permit such 
child or ward to violate any of the provisions of this chapter.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-213)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 178(b). 

Sec. 19-89. - Traffic laws apply to persons riding bicycles; competitive racing.  

(a)  Every person riding a bicycle upon a roadway shall be granted all of the rights and shall be subject 
to all of the duties applicable to the driver of a vehicle by this chapter, except as to special 
regulations in this article and except as to those provisions of this chapter which by their nature can 
have no application.  

(b)  Organized, competitive bicycle races may be held on public roads, provided that the sponsoring 
organization shall have obtained the approval of the chief of police and city traffic manager may 
establish by agreement special regulations regarding the movement of bicycles during such races, or 
in training for races, including, but not limited to, permission to ride abreast and other regulations to 
facilitate the safe conduct of such races or training for races. "Bicycle," as used herein, means a 
nonmotorized vehicle propelled by human power.  

(Ord. of 318-80, § 1-214; Ord. No. 2011-O-173, 12-5-11)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 179. 



Sec. 19-90. - Riding on bicycles.  

(a)  A person propelling a bicycle shall not ride other than upon or astride a permanent and regular seat 
attached thereto.  

(b)  No bicycle shall be used to carry more persons at one time than the number for which it is designed 
and equipped.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-215)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 180. 

Sec. 19-91. - Clinging to vehicles.  

No person riding upon any bicycle, coaster, roller skates, sled or toy vehicle shall attach the same or 
himself to any streetcar or vehicle upon a roadway.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-216)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 181. 

Sec. 19-92. - Riding on roadways and bicycle paths.  

(a)  Every person operating a bicycle upon a roadway shall ride as near to the right side of the roadway 
as practicable, exercising due care when passing a standing vehicle or one proceeding in the same 
direction.  

(b)  Persons riding bicycles upon a roadway shall not ride more than two (2) abreast except on paths or 
parts of roadways set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles.  

(c)  Whenever a usable path for bicycles has been provided adjacent to a roadway, bicycle riders shall 
use such path and shall not use the roadway.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-217)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 182. 

Sec. 19-93. - Carrying articles.  

No person operating a bicycle shall carry any package, bundle or article which prevents the driver 
from keeping at least one hand upon the handlebars.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-218) 

Sec. 19-94. - Lamps and other equipment.  

(a)  Every bicycle when in use at nighttime shall be equipped with a lamp on the front which shall emit a 
white light visible from a distance of at last five hundred (500) feet to the front and with a red reflector 
on the rear of a type approved by the department which shall be visible from all distances from fifty 
(50) feet to three hundred (300) feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful upper beams of head 
lamps on a motor vehicle. A lamp emitting a red light visible from a distance of five hundred (500) 
feet to the rear may be used in addition to the red reflector.  



(b)  Every bicycle shall be equipped with a brake which will enable the operator to make the braked 
wheels skid on dry, level, clean pavement.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-219)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 184. 

Secs. 19-95—19-120. - Reserved. 

DIVISION 2. - RESERVED[6]  

 

Footnotes:  

--- (6) ---  

Editor's note— Ord. No. 2016-O-159 , adopted Oct. 17, 2016, repealed Div. 2, §§ 19-121—19-124, 
which pertained to bicycle license and derived from Ord. of 3-18-80, §§ 1-226—1-229.  

Secs. 19-121—19-124. - Reserved. 

DIVISION 3. - PLAY VEHICLES  

Sec. 19-125. - Definitions.  

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this division, shall have the meaning ascribed 
to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:  

Custodian. The natural or adoptive parents or court-appointed guardian or conservator of a child.  

Helmet. Properly fitted protective headgear that is not structurally damaged and that conforms to the 
standards of the American National Standards Institute, the American Society for Testing and Materials, 
the Snell Memorial Foundation, Department of Transportation, or any federal agency having regulatory 
jurisdiction over bicycle helmets, as applicable, at the time of the manufacture of the helmet.  

Motor-assisted scooter. A self-propelled device with at least two (2) wheels in contact with the 
ground during operation, a braking system capable of stopping the device under typical operating 
conditions, a gas or electric motor not exceeding forty (40) cubic centimeters, a deck designed to allow a 
person to stand or sit while operating the device, and the ability to be propelled by human power alone. 
(V.T.C.A., Transportation Code § 551.301(2))  

Play vehicles. Devices that are motor propelled, electrically propelled or combination motor- and 
human-powered designed to transport one (1) or more persons from one point to another and which do 
not meet the requirements for registration as a vehicle under Texas law and thus are not suitable for use 
on any public right of way, roadway, public road or highway.  

Public way or public property. Real property owned, leased or controlled by a political subdivision of 
the state, a governmental entity or agency, or similar entity, or any property that is publicly owned or 
maintained or dedicated to public use, including, but not limited to, an alley, street or highway, street, 
road, walk, sidewalk, municipal parks or public places.  

Wearing a helmet. The person has a helmet fastened securely to his/her head with the straps of the 
helmet securely tightened in the manner intended by the manufacturer to provide maximum protection.  

All-terrain vehicle. A motor vehicle that is: (a) equipped with a saddle for the use of the rider; (b) 
designed to propel itself with three (3) or four (4) tires in contact with the ground; (c) designed by the 
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manufacturer for off-highway use by the operator only; and (d) not designed by the manufacturer for 
farming or lawn care (V.T.C.A., Transportation Code § 663.001(1)).  

(Ord. No. 2005-O-076, § 1, 4-18-05) 

Sec. 19-126. - Prohibition regarding motor-assisted scooter.  

(1)  It is unlawful for a person to operate or ride a motor-assisted scooter on any highway, street, public 
road, walks, sidewalk, municipal parks or public places within the city except on paths and trails set 
aside for their use.  

(2)  This prohibition is necessary in the interest of safety.  

(Ord. No. 2005-O-076, § 1, 4-18-05) 

Sec. 19-127. - Prohibition of play vehicle use.  

(1)  It shall be unlawful for any person to operate or ride a play vehicle on any highway, street, public 
road, walks, sidewalk, municipal parks or public places located in the city.  

(2)  It shall be unlawful for a custodian to permit a child under the age of fifteen (15) years old to operate 
a play vehicle in contravention of this section.  

(Ord. No. 2005-O-076, § 1, 4-18-05) 

Sec. 19-128. - Helmets required.  

It shall be unlawful:  

(1)  For any person to operate or ride a play vehicle or motor-assisted scooter on a public way or 
public property without a helmet.  

(2)  For a custodian to allow or permit a child under the age of fifteen (15) to operate or ride a play 
vehicle or motor-assisted scooter on a public way or public property without wearing a helmet.  

(Ord. No. 2005-O-076, § 1, 4-18-05) 

Sec. 19-129. - Seizure for violation.  

(1)  A police officer may seize a play vehicle or all-terrain vehicle in violation of this article or any state 
statute regulating same.  

(2)  A custodian or owner may retrieve a seized vehicle under this section from the proper law 
enforcement agency subject to a fifty-dollar administrative fee, storage and towing fees.  

(Ord. No. 2005-O-076, § 1, 4-18-05) 

Sec. 19-130. - Penalty.  

An offense under this section [division] is a class C misdemeanor punishable by a fine not exceeding 
five hundred dollars ($500.00).  

(Ord. No. 2005-O-076, § 1, 4-18-05) 



Secs. 19-131—19-140. - Reserved. 

ARTICLE V. - OFFICIAL TRAFFIC-CONTROL SIGNS, SIGNALS, ETC.  

Sec. 19-141. - Manual and specifications for traffic-control devices.  

All traffic-control signs, signals, and devices shall conform to the state manual on uniform traffic 
control devices and specifications approved by the state commission on highways and public 
transportation. All signs and signals required hereunder for a particular purpose shall so far as practicable 
be uniform as to type and location throughout the city. All traffic-control devices so erected and not 
inconsistent with the provisions of the state law and this chapter shall be official traffic-control devices.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-32)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 31. 

Sec. 19-142. - Authority to install traffic-control devices.  

The city traffic manager shall place and maintain official traffic-control devices when and as required 
under the traffic ordinances of this city to make effective the provisions of such ordinances, and may 
place and maintain such additional official traffic-control devices as he may deem necessary to regulate, 
warn or guide traffic under the traffic ordinances of this city and state law.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-33; Ord. No. 2011-O-173, 12-5-11) 

Sec. 19-143. - Designation of crosswalks, safety zones and traffic lanes.  

The city traffic manager is hereby authorized:  

(1)  To designate and maintain, by appropriate devices, marks, or lines upon the surface of the 
roadway, crosswalks at intersections where, in his opinion, there is particular danger to 
pedestrians crossing the roadway, and such other places as he may deem necessary.  

(2)  To establish safety zones of such kind and character and at such places as he may deem 
necessary for the protection of pedestrians.  

(3)  To mark traffic lanes upon the roadway of any street or highway where a regular alignment of 
traffic is necessary.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-34; Ord. No. 2011-O-173, 12-5-11) 

Sec. 19-144. - Authority for stop signs and yield signs.  

The city traffic manager is hereby authorized to erect and maintain stop signs, yield signs or other 
official traffic-control devices to designate through streets or to designate intersection or other roadway 
junctions.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-35; Ord. No. 2011-O-173, 12-5-11) 

Sec. 19-145. - Authority to place devices altering or restricting turns.  

The city traffic manager is authorized:  



(1)  To place official traffic-control devices within or adjacent to intersections indicating the course 
to be traveled by vehicles turning at such intersections, and such course to be traveled as so 
indicated may conform to or be other than prescribed by law.  

(2)  To determine those intersections at which drivers of vehicles shall not make a right turn, left 
turn or U-turn, and shall place proper signs at such intersections. The making of such turns may 
be prohibited between certain hours of any day and permitted at other hours, in which event the 
same shall be plainly indicated on the signs or they may be removed when such turns are 
permitted.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-36; Ord. No. 2011-O-173, 12-5-11) 

Sec. 19-146. - Authority to sign one-way streets and alleys and to restrict direction of movement on 

streets.  

The city traffic manager is hereby authorized:  

(1)  To determine and designate one-way streets or alleys and shall place and maintain official 
traffic-control devices giving notice thereof. No such designation shall be effective unless such 
devices are in place.  

(2)  To determine and designate streets, parts of streets, or specific lanes thereon upon which 
vehicular traffic shall proceed in one direction during one period and the opposite direction 
during another period of the day and shall place and maintain appropriate markings, signs, 
barriers, or other devices to give notice thereof. The city traffic manager may erect signs 
temporarily designating lanes to be used by traffic moving in a particular direction, regardless of 
the center line of the roadway.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-37; Ord. No. 2011-O-173, 12-5-11) 

Sec. 19-147. - Signs or markings indicating angle parking.  

The city traffic manager shall determine upon what street angle parking shall be permitted and shall 
mark or sign such streets but such angle parking shall not be indicated upon any federal-aid or state 
highway within this city unless the state commission on highways and public transportation has 
determined that the roadway is of sufficient width to permit angle parking without interfering with the free 
movement of traffic.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-38; Ord. No. 2011-O-173, 12-5-11) 

Sec. 19-148. - Designation of loading zones.  

The city traffic manager is hereby authorized to determine the location of loading zones and 
passenger loading zones and shall place and maintain appropriate signs indicating the same and stating 
the hours during which such restrictions are applicable.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-39; Ord. No. 2011-O-173, 12-5-11) 

Sec. 19-149. - Existing devices affirmed and ratified.  

All traffic-control signs, signals, devices and markings heretofore placed or erected by the chief of 
police or other officials or employees of the city and now in use for the purpose of regulating, warning or 
guiding traffic are hereby affirmed, ratified and confirmed to be official traffic-control devices; provided, 



however, such traffic-control devices are not inconsistent with the provisions of state law or this chapter 
and U. S. Department of Standards.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-40) 

Sec. 19-150. - Official traffic-control devices; presumptions of legality.  

(a)  Whenever official traffic-control devices are placed in position approximately conforming to the 
requirements of this chapter, such devices shall be presumed to have been placed by the official act 
or direction of lawful authority, unless the contrary shall be established by competent evidence.  

(b)  Any official traffic-control devices in place pursuant to the provisions of this chapter and purporting 
to conform to the lawful requirements pertaining to such devices shall be presumed to comply with 
the requirements of this chapter, unless the contrary shall be established by competent evidence.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-41) 

Sec. 19-151. - Obedience to devices.  

The driver of any vehicle shall obey the instructions of any official traffic-control device applicable 
thereto, placed in accordance with this chapter and other traffic ordinances of this city, unless otherwise 
directed by a police officer, subject to the exceptions granted the driver of an authorized emergency 
vehicle.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-42)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 32(a). 

Sec. 19-152. - When devices required for enforcement.  

No provisions of this chapter for which signs are required shall be enforced against an alleged 
violator if at the time and place of the alleged violation the official traffic-control device or sign is not in 
reasonable position and sufficiently legible to be seen by an ordinarily observant person.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-43)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 32(b). 

Sec. 19-153. - Interference with official traffic-control devices.  

No person shall, without lawful authority, attempt to or in fact, alter, deface, injure, knock down or 
remove any official traffic-control device or any railroad sign or signal or any inscription or shield, or 
insignia thereon or any part thereof.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-44)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 37. 

Sec. 19-154. - Display of unauthorized signs, signals or markings.  



(a)  No person shall place, maintain or display upon or in view of any highway any unauthorized sign, 
signal, marking or device which purports to be or is an imitation of or resembles an official traffic-
control device or railroad sign or signal, or which attempts to direct the movement of traffic, or which 
hides from view or interferes with the effectiveness of an official traffic-control device or any railroad 
sign or signal.  

(b)  No person shall place or maintain nor shall any public authority permit upon any highway any traffic 
sign or signal bearing thereon any commercial advertising.  

(c)  This section shall not be deemed to prohibit the erection upon private property adjacent to highways 
of signs giving useful directional information and of a type that cannot be mistaken for official signs.  

(d)  Every such prohibited sign, signal, light or marking is hereby declared to be a public nuisance and 
the chief of police is hereby empowered to recommend to cause it to be removed without notice.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-45)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 36. 

Secs. 19-155—19-170. - Reserved. 

ARTICLE VI. - OPERATION 

DIVISION 1. - GENERALLY  

Sec. 19-171. - Drive on right side of roadway; exceptions.  

(a)  Upon all roadways of sufficient width a vehicle shall be driven upon the right half of the roadway 
except as follows:  

(1)  When overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction under the rules 
governing such movement;  

(2)  When an obstruction exists making it necessary to drive to the left of the center of the highway; 
provided, however, any person doing so shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles traveling in 
the proper direction upon the unobstructed portion of the highway within such distance as to 
constitute an immediate hazard;  

(3)  Upon a roadway divided into three (3) marked lanes for traffic under the rules applicable 
thereon; or  

(4)  Upon a roadway restricted to one-way traffic.  

(b)  Upon all roadways any vehicle proceeding at less than the normal speed of traffic at the time and 
place and under the conditions then existing shall be driven in the right-hand lane then available for 
traffic, or as close as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway, except when 
overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction or when preparing for a left 
turn at an intersection or into a private road or driveway.  

(c)  Upon any roadway having four (4) or more lanes for moving traffic and providing for two-way 
movement of traffic, no vehicle shall be driven to the left of the center line of the roadway, except 
when authorized by official traffic-control devices designating certain lanes to the left side of the 
center of the roadway for use by traffic not otherwise permitted to use such lanes, or except as 
permitted under subparagraph (a) (2) of this section; provided, however, this paragraph shall not be 
construed as prohibiting the crossing of the center line in making a left turn into or from an alley, 
private road or drive.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-46)  



State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 52. 

Sec. 19-172. - Driving on roadways laned for traffic.  

Whenever any roadway has been divided into two (2) or more clearly marked lanes for traffic, the 
following rules, in addition to all others consistent herewith, shall apply:  

(1)  The driver of a vehicle shall drive as nearly as practicable entirely within a single lane and the 
vehicle shall not be moved from such lane until the driver has first ascertained that such 
movement can be made with safety.  

(2)  Upon a roadway which is divided into three (3) lanes and provides for two-way movement of 
traffic, a vehicle shall not be driven in the center lane except when overtaking and passing 
another vehicle traveling in the same direction when such center lane is clear of traffic within a 
safe distance, or in preparation for making a left turn or where such center lane is at the time 
allocated exclusively to traffic moving in the same direction that the vehicle is proceeding and 
such allocation is designated by official traffic-control devices.  

(3)  Official signs may be erected directing slow-moving traffic to use a designated lane or 
designating those lanes to be used by traffic moving in a particular direction regardless of the 
center of the roadway and drivers of vehicles shall obey the direction of every such sign.  

(4)  Official traffic-control devices may be installed prohibiting the changing of lanes on sections of 
roadways and drivers of vehicles shall obey the direction of every such device.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-47)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 60. 

Sec. 19-173. - Driving on one-way highways.  

(a)  Upon a roadway designated and signposted for one-way traffic the driver of a vehicle shall drive 
only in the direction designated.  

(b)  The driver of a vehicle passing around a rotary traffic island shall drive only to the right of such 
island.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-48)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 59(b), (c). 

Sec. 19-174. - Driving on divided highways.  

Whenever any highway has been divided into two (2) or more roadways by leaving an intervening 
space or by a physical barrier or clearly indicated dividing section so constructed as to impede vehicular 
traffic, every vehicle shall be driven only upon the right-hand roadway unless directed or permitted to use 
another roadway by official traffic-control devices or police officers. No vehicle shall be driven over, 
across or within any such dividing space, barrier or section, except through an opening in such physical 
barrier or dividing section or space or at a crossover or intersection as established by public authority.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-49)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 62. 



Sec. 19-175. - Restricted access to certain highways.  

No person shall drive a vehicle onto or from any limited access or controlled access roadway except 
at such entrances and exits as are established by public authority.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-50)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 63. 

Sec. 19-176. - Following too closely.  

(a)  The driver of a motor vehicle shall, when following another vehicle, maintain an assured clear 
distance between the two (2) vehicles, exercising due regard for the speed of such vehicles, traffic 
upon and conditions of the street or highway so that such motor vehicle can be safely brought to a 
stop without colliding with the preceding vehicle, or veering into other vehicles, objects or persons on 
or near the street or highway.  

(b)  The driver of any motor truck or motor vehicle drawing another vehicle when traveling upon a 
roadway outside of a business or residential district and which is following another motor truck or 
motor vehicle drawing another vehicle shall whenever conditions permit leave sufficient space so 
that an overtaking vehicle may enter and occupy such space without danger, except that this shall 
not prevent a motor truck or motor vehicle drawing another vehicle from overtaking and passing any 
like vehicle or other vehicle.  

(c)  The drivers of motor vehicles driven upon any roadway outside of a business or residential district in 
a caravan or motorcade whether or not towing other vehicles shall drive so as to allow sufficient 
space between each such vehicle or combination of vehicles so as to enable any other vehicles to 
enter and occupy such space without danger. This provision shall not apply to funeral processions.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-51)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 61. 

Sec. 19-177. - Passing vehicle proceeding in the opposite direction.  

Drivers of vehicles proceeding in opposite directions shall pass each other to the right and upon the 
roadways having width for not more than one line of traffic in each direction. Each driver shall give to the 
other at least one-half of the main-traveled portion of the roadway as nearly as possible.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-52)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d. § 53. 

Sec. 19-178. - Overtaking vehicles—Generally.  

Except as provided in section 19-182 of this Code, the driver of a vehicle overtaking another vehicle 
proceeding in the same direction shall pass to the left thereof at a safe distance and shall not again drive 
to the right side of the street until safely clear of the overtaken vehicle.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-53)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 54(a). 



Sec. 19-179. - Same—When prohibited.  

No vehicle shall at any time be driven to the left of the street for the purpose of passing a vehicle 
proceeding in the same direction when:  

(1)  A marking or other sight restriction is such that the section of the roadway being traversed lies 
within a no-passing zone;  

(2)  Approaching within one hundred (100) feet of any intersection;  

(3)  Approaching within one hundred (100) feet of any bridge, viaduct or tunnel.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 57. 

Sec. 19-180. - Same—When permitted.  

No vehicle shall be driven to the left side of the center of any roadway in overtaking and passing 
another vehicle proceeding in the same direction unless authorized by the provisions of this article and 
unless such left side is clearly visible and is free of oncoming traffic for a sufficient distance ahead to 
permit such overtaking and passing to be completely made without interfering with the operation of any 
vehicle approaching from the opposite direction or any vehicle overtaken. In every event the overtaking 
vehicle must return to an authorized lane of travel as soon as practicable and in the event the passing 
movement involves the use of a lane authorized for vehicles approaching from the opposite direction, 
before coming within two hundred (200) feet of any approaching vehicle.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-55)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 56. 

Sec. 19-181. - Same—Duty of driver of overtaken vehicle.  

It shall be the duty of the driver of a vehicle, upon audible signal that he is about to be overtaken on 
the left to give way to the right in favor of the overtaking vehicle and he shall not increase the speed of his 
vehicle until completely passed by the overtaking vehicle.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-56)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 54(b). 

Sec. 19-182. - Same—On right side.  

(a)  The driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass to the right of a vehicle proceeding in the same 
direction only under the following conditions:  

(1)  When the overtaken vehicle is making or about to make a left turn;  

(2)  Upon a street or highway with unobstructed pavement not occupied by parked vehicles of 
sufficient width for two (2) or more lines of moving traffic in each direction;  

(3)  Upon a one-way street, or upon any roadway on which traffic is restricted to one direction of 
movement, where the roadway is free from obstructions and of sufficient width for two (2) or 
more lines of traffic.  

(b)  The driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass another vehicle on the right only under conditions 
permitting such movement in safety. In no event shall such movement be made by driving off the 
pavement or main-traveled portion of the street.  



(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-57)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 55. 

Sec. 19-183. - No-passing zones.  

Where signs or markings are in place to define a no-passing zone as set forth in state law no driver 
shall at any time drive on the left side of the roadway within such no-passing zone or on the left side of 
any pavement striping designed to mark such no-passing zone throughout its length. However, this 
section shall not be construed as prohibiting the crossing of such pavement striping, or the center line 
within a no passing zone marked by signs only in marking a left turn into or out of an alley, private road, 
or driveway.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-58)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 58(b). 

Secs. 19-184—19-200. - Reserved. 

DIVISION 2. - MISCELLANEOUS DRIVING RULES  

Sec. 19-201. - Driving under the influence of drugs.  

(a)  It is unlawful and punishable as provided in paragraph (b) of this section for any person who is an 
habitual user of or under the influence of any narcotic drug or who is under the influence of any other 
drug to a degree which renders him incapable of safely driving a vehicle to drive a vehicle within this 
city. The fact that any person charged with a violation of this section is or has been entitled to use 
such drug under the laws of this state shall not constitute a defense against any charge of violating 
this section.  

(b)  Every person who is convicted of a violation of paragraph (a) of this section shall be punished by 
imprisonment for not less than ten (10) days nor more than two (2) years, or by fine of not less than 
one hundred dollars ($100.00) nor more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00), or by both such fine 
and imprisonment. On a second or subsequent conviction under this section he shall be punished by 
imprisonment for not less than ninety (90) days nor more than two (2) years, and, in the discretion of 
the court, a fine of not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00).  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-169)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 50. 

Sec. 19-202. - Reckless driving.  

(a)  Any person who drives any vehicle in willful or wanton disregard for the safety of persons or 
property is guilty of reckless driving.  

(b)  Every person convicted of reckless driving shall be punished upon such conviction by a fine of not 
more than two hundred dollars ($200.00), or by imprisonment in the county jail for a period of not 
more than thirty (30) days, or by both such fine and imprisonment.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-170)  



State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 51. 

Sec. 19-203. - Fleeing or attempting to elude a police officer.  

(a)  Any driver of a motor vehicle who willfully fails or refuses to bring his vehicle to a stop, or who 
otherwise flees or attempts to elude a pursuing police vehicle, when given visual or audible signal to 
bring the vehicle to a stop, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. The signal given by the police officer 
may be by hand, voice, emergency light or siren. The officer giving such signal shall be in uniform, 
prominently displaying his badge of office, and his vehicle shall be appropriately marked showing it 
to be an official police vehicle.  

(b)  Every person convicted of fleeing or attempting to elude a police officer shall be punished by 
imprisonment for not less than thirty (30) days nor more than six (6) months or by a fine of not less 
than one hundred dollars ($100.00) nor more than five hundred dollars ($500.00), or by both such 
fine and imprisonment.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-171)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 186. 

Sec. 19-204. - Weaving.  

No driver of any motor vehicle or any other vehicle shall weave in and out of traffic to the extent that 
such weaving unreasonably interferes with the right-of-way of other vehicles on the right or left.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-172) 

Sec. 19-205. - Cutting in.  

When traffic is traveling in parallel lanes, no driver or operator of any motor vehicle or any other 
vehicle shall cut from one lane of traffic to another so as to unreasonably interfere with the right-of-way of 
any other vehicle, except in an emergency.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-173) 

Sec. 19-206. - Prima facie evidence of weaving and cutting in.  

In regard to sections 19-204 and 19-205 of this division, the fact that any adjacent vehicle, into the 
path of which the weave or cut is made, shall slacken its pace abruptly or shall swerve into any parallel 
lane or near to any obstruction in the street or object at the side thereof shall be prima facie evidence of 
unreasonable interference with the right-of-way of that vehicle by the driver of the vehicle weaving or 
cutting in.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-174) 

Sec. 19-207. - "Dig out" or "tire squeal" prohibited.  

It shall be unlawful for the driver of any motor vehicle within the city to "dig out" or produce "tire 
squeal." For the purposes of this section, "dig out" means "tire squeal." "Tire squeal" means the sound 
produced by the friction of a motor vehicular tire against a dry pavement under sudden acceleration of the 
vehicle to which such tire is mounted, such tire then turning at a rate of revolution disproportionately 
greater than the length of distance then traveled on said pavement by said tire. Prima facie evidence of 



such disproportional revolution shall include skid marks or tire marks left by such tire upon the pavement 
or smoke produced by such revolution.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-175) 

Sec. 19-208. - Cutting across certain property prohibited.  

No person driving a vehicle shall cross a sidewalk or drive through a driveway, parking lot, or 
business or residential entrance without bringing the vehicle to a complete stop. No person driving a 
vehicle shall cross, drive in or on such sidewalks, driveways, parking lots or entrances at an intersection 
for the purpose of making either a right or left turn from one street or highway to another street or 
highway.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-176)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 188. 

Sec. 19-209. - Overtaking and passing school bus.  

(a)  The driver of a vehicle upon a highway inside or outside of a business or residence district upon 
meeting or overtaking from either direction any school bus which has stopped on the highway for the 
purpose of receiving or discharging any school children shall stop the vehicle before reaching such 
school bus when there is in operation on such school bus a visual signal as specified in state law, 
and such driver shall not proceed until such school bus resumes motion or is signaled by the school 
bus driver to proceed or the visual signals are no longer actuated.  

(b)  The driver of a vehicle upon a highway with separate roadways need not stop upon meeting or 
passing a school bus which is on a different roadway or when upon a controlled-access highway and 
the school bus is stopped in loading zone which is a part of or adjacent to such highway and where 
pedestrians are not permitted to cross the roadway.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-177)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 104. 

Sec. 19-210. - Racing.  

(a)  No person shall drive any vehicle in any race, speed competition or contest, drag race or 
acceleration contest, test of physical endurance, exhibition of speed or acceleration, or for the 
purpose of making a speed record, and no person shall in any manner participate in any such race, 
competition, contest, test, or exhibition.  

(b)  "Drag race" is defined as the operation of two (2) or more vehicles from a point side by side at 
accelerating speeds in a competitive attempt to outdistance each other, or the operation of one or 
more vehicles over a common selected course, from the same point to the same point, for the 
purpose of comparing the relative speeds or power of acceleration of such vehicle or vehicles within 
a certain distance or time limit.  

(c)  "Racing" is defined as the use of one or more vehicles in an attempt to outgain, outdistance, or 
prevent another vehicle from passing, to arrive at a given destination ahead of another vehicle or 
vehicles, or to test the physical stamina or endurance of drivers over long distance driving routes.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-178)  



State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 185. 

Sec. 19-211. - Coasting prohibited.  

(a)  The driver of any motor vehicle when traveling upon a downgrade shall not coast with the gears or 
transmission of such vehicle in neutral.  

(b)  The driver of a truck, truck tractor or bus when traveling upon a downgrade shall not coast with the 
clutch disengaged.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-179)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 99. 

Sec. 19-212. - Following emergency vehicles.  

(a)  The driver of a vehicle, other than one on official business, shall not follow any fire apparatus 
traveling in response to a fire alarm, closer than five hundred (500) feet, or drive such vehicle into or 
park such vehicle within the block where the fire apparatus has stopped to answer a fire alarm.  

(b)  No driver of a vehicle, except a driver on official business, may follow closer than five hundred (500) 
feet behind an ambulance when the flashing red lights of the ambulance are operating. No driver of a 
vehicle may drive or park his vehicle at a place where an ambulance has been summoned for an 
emergency call in a manner calculated to interfere with the arrival or departure of the ambulance.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-180)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 100. 

Sec. 19-213. - Crossing fire hose.  

No vehicle shall be driven over any unprotected hose of the fire department when laid down on any 
street or private driveway to be used at any fire or alarm of fire without the consent of the fire department 
official in command.  

(Ord. of 3-1-80, § 1-181)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 101. 

Sec. 19-214. - Driving through safety zones.  

No driver of a vehicle shall, at any time, drive through or within a safety zone.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-182)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 85. 

Sec. 19-215. - Driving upon sidewalk.  

No person shall drive any vehicle upon a sidewalk or sidewalk area except upon a permanent or duly 
authorized temporary driveway.  



(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-183)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 187. 

Sec. 19-216. - Limitations on backing.  

(a)  The driver of a vehicle shall not back the same unless such movement can be made with safety and 
without interfering with other traffic.  

(b)  The driver of a vehicle shall not back the same upon any shoulder or roadway of any controlled-
access highway.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-184)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 173. 

Sec. 19-217. - Riding on motorcycles.  

A person operating a motorcycle shall ride only upon the permanent and regular seat attached 
thereto, and such operator shall not carry any other person nor shall any other person ride on a 
motorcycle unless such motorcycle is designed to carry more than one person, in which event a 
passenger may ride upon the permanent and regular seat if designed for two (2) persons, or upon 
another seat firmly attached to the rear or side of the operator.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-185)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 174. 

Sec. 19-218. - Obstruction to driver's view or driving mechanism.  

(a)  No person shall drive a vehicle when it is so loaded, or when there are in the front seat such a 
number of persons, exceeding three (3), as to obstruct the view of the driver to the front or sides of 
the vehicle or as to interfere with the driver's control over the driving mechanism of the vehicle.  

(b)  No passenger in a vehicle or street car shall ride in such position as to interfere with the driver's or 
motorman's view ahead or to the sides, or to interfere with his control over the driving mechanism of 
the vehicle or street car.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-186)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 175. 

Sec. 19-219. - Opening and closing vehicle doors.  

No person shall open the door of a motor vehicle on the side available to moving traffic unless and 
until it is reasonably safe to do so, and can be done without interfering with the movement of other traffic, 
nor shall any person leave a door open on the side of a vehicle available to moving traffic for a period of 
time longer than necessary to load or unload passengers.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-187)  



State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 176. 

Sec. 19-220. - Starting parked vehicle.  

No person or persons shall occupy a housetrailer while it is moving or parked unless and until such 
movement can be made with safety.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-188)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 67. 

Sec. 19-221. - Riding in housetrailers.  

No person or persons shall occupy a housetrailer while it is being moved upon a public highway.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-189)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 177. 

Sec. 19-222. - Putting rubbish or hazardous material on streets.  

(a)  No person shall throw or cause to be put any glass, nail, wire, can or any other substance likely, to 
cause injury or damage to any person, animal or vehicle upon any highway or street.  

(b)  Any person who drops or permits to be dropped upon any highway or street any destructive or 
injurious material shall remove the same or cause it to be removed.  

(c)  Any person removing a wrecked or damaged vehicle from a highway or street shall remove any 
glass or other injurious substance dropped upon the highway from such vehicle.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-190)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, Vernon's Ann. Civ. St. art. 6701d, §§ 102, 103. 

Sec. 19-223. - Use of hand-held mobile telephones in school zones.  

(a)  Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following definitions shall apply, unless clearly 
indicated to the contrary.  

Engaging in a call shall mean talking into, dialing or listening on a hand-held mobile telephone, but 
shall not include holding a mobile telephone to activate or deactivate such telephone.  

Hands-free mobile telephone shall mean a mobile telephone that has an internal feature or function, 
or that is equipped with an attachment or addition, whether or not permanently part of such mobile 
telephone, or is a part of the motor vehicle, by which the user engages in a call without the use of either 
hand (or prosthetic device or aid in the case of a physically disabled person), whether or not the use of 
either hand (or prosthetic device) is necessary to activate, deactivate or initiate a function of such 
telephone.  

Hand-held mobile telephone shall mean a mobile telephone with which a user engages in a call 
using at least one (1) hand (or prosthetic device or aid in the case of a physically disabled person).  



Immediate proximity shall mean that distance as permits the operator of a mobile telephone to hear 
telecommunications transmitted over such mobile telephone, but shall not require physical contact with 
such operator's ear.  

Mobile telephone shall mean a device used for wireless telephone service and/or a personal digital 
assistant for data or telecommunication services other than voice.  

Personal digital assistant shall mean a device operated using a wireless telecommunications service 
that provides for data communication other than by voice.  

Wireless telephone service shall mean two-way real-time voice telecommunications service that is 
interconnected to a public switched telephone network and commonly referred to as a cellular service or 
personal communication service.  

(b)  Restrictions; exemptions.  

(1)  Except as otherwise provided herein, it shall be unlawful for a person to drive or operate a 
motor vehicle in a school zone during the hours when school zones are in effect, and when 
school zone signs and signs prohibiting hand-held mobile telephone use are posted in place, 
while using a hand-held mobile telephone to engage in a call or to create, send or read 
messages or data.  

(2)  An operator of a motor vehicle who holds a mobile telephone to or in the immediate proximity 
of the operator's ear while such vehicle is in motion is presumed to be engaging in a call within 
the meaning of this section.  

(3)  This subsection shall not apply to:  

a.  The use of a mobile telephone for the sole purpose of communicating with any of the 
following regarding an emergency situation: an emergency response operator; a hospital, a 
physician's office or health clinic; a public safety department;  

b.  Any law enforcement, police officer, emergency services official, first aid, emergency 
medical technicians and personnel, or any fire safety official in the performance of duties 
arising out of and in the course of his or her employment as such; or  

c.  The use of a hands-free mobile telephone when being used in a hands-free manner.  

(c)  Liability. The violation of this section is a "strict liability" offense as it pertains to the specific criminal 
action covered by this section only.  

(Ord. No. 2009-O-039, § 1, 3-16-09) 

Sec. 19-224. - Regulating the use of hand-held mobile communication devices while driving.  

(a)  For the purpose of this subchapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly 
indicates or requires a different meaning. Words and phrases which are not defined in this 
subchapter but are defined in the Texas Transportation Code or other ordinances or code provisions 
of the city shall be given the meanings set forth in those ordinances or in the Texas Transportation 
Code.  

(1)  Authorized emergency personnel. A person who is a law enforcement officer, firefighter, a 
governmental medical emergency medical services provider, or a governmental emergency 
management provider.  

(2)  Hand-held mobile communication device. A portable electronic device to include any hand-held 
telephone, personal digital assistant, mp3 or other hand-held music player, electronic reading 
device, laptop computer pager, broadband personal communication device, global positioning 
or navigation system, electronic game device, portable computing device, or other similar 
device.  



(3)  Hands-free mode of operation. Use of a hand-held mobile communication device that has an 
internal feature or function or that is equipped with an attachment or addition, whether or not 
permanently part of the portable electronic device, by which a person uses the hand-held 
mobile communication device without the use of either hand (or prosthetic device or aid in the 
case of a physically disabled person) regardless of whether the use of either hand (or prosthetic 
device) is necessary to activate or deactivate the hand-held mobile communication device.  

(4)  Park or parked. The operator has completely ceased movement of a motor vehicle in a lawful 
manner and location. For the purposes of this section, "parked" does not mean a vehicle 
stopped in a lane of traffic due to either a lawful traffic control device, or the conditions of the 
roadway, or traffic congestion patterns then existing.  

(5)  Use. Employing a hand-held mobile communication device for any reason including, without 
limitation, the following activities while holding or touching the device:  

a.  Dialing or deactivating a phone call;  

b.  Speaking in or listening to a conversation;  

c.  Viewing, taking, or transmitting electronic images; composing, sending, viewing, accessing, 
browsing, retrieving, or saving email messages, text messages, or other electronic data;  

d.  Entering or changing information in a global positioning or navigation system or any 
software or application designed for navigation;  

e.  Accessing or viewing an internet website or computer application; or playing a game.  

(b)  An operator of a vehicle may not use a hand-held mobile communication device while the vehicle is 
in motion.  

(c)  It is an affirmative defense to prosecution of an offense under this section if:  

(1)  The vehicle is lawfully 'parked' as that term is defined herein;  

(2)  The vehicle is in operation on private property;  

(3)  The hand-held mobile communication device is used in a hands free mode of operation;  

(4)  Use of the hand-held mobile communication device is for obtaining emergency assistance to 
report a crime, traffic accident, medical emergency, or serious traffic hazard, or to prevent an 
imminent crime from being committed; or  

(5)  Use of a hand-held mobile communication device is in the reasonable belief that a person' s life 
or safety is in immediate danger.  

(d)  This section does not apply to the following:  

(1)  Use of a hand-held mobile communication device by a person who is authorized emergency 
personnel when used solely for the performance of that person' s official duties; or  

(2)  Use of a radio frequency device other than a hand-held mobile communication device by an 
operator who is licensed by the Federal Communications Commission.  

(e)  In recognition of the educational efforts previously undertaken by the city informing the citizens 
about the same requirements contained in the provisions of this new article, no additional time will be 
given for the issuance of warnings in lieu of citations after the effective date of this article. Thereafter, 
a person who commits an offense under this section shall be punished by a fine of no more than two 
hundred dollars ($200.00).  

(f)  In addition to enforcement by a peace officer of the city, this section may be enforced by a peace 
officer of another entity, including those employed by school districts, duly authorized to issue traffic 
citations within the city.  



(Ord. No. 2011-O-028, § 1, 3-21-11; Ord. No. 2015-O-135 , § 1, 10-5-15; Ord. No. 2016-O-009 , § 

1, 1-19-16) 

Sec. 19-225. - Vulnerable road users.  

(a)  In this section, a vulnerable road user means:  

(1)  A pedestrian, including a runner, physically disabled person, child, skater, highway construction 
and maintenance worker, tow truck operator, utility worker, other worker with legitimate 
business in or near the road or right-of-way, or stranded motorist or passenger;  

(2)  A person on horseback;  

(3)  A person operating equipment other than a motor vehicle, including, but not limited to, a 
bicycle, hand-cycle, horse-driven conveyance, or unprotected farm equipment; or  

(4)  A person operating a motorcycle, moped, motor-driven cycle, or motor-assisted scooter.  

(b)  An operator of a motor vehicle passing a vulnerable road user operating on a highway or street 
shall:  

(1)  Vacate the lane in which the vulnerable road user is located if the highway or street has two (2) 
or more marked lanes running in the same direction; or  

(2)  Pass the vulnerable road user at a safe distance.  

(c)  For the purpose of subsection (b)(2), when road conditions allow, safe distance is at least:  

(1)  Three (3) feet if the operator's vehicle is a passenger car or light truck; or  

(2)  Six (6) feet if the operator's vehicle is a truck, other than a light truck, or a commercial motor 
vehicle as defined by V.T.C.A., Texas Transportation Code, Section 522.003.  

(d)  An operator of a motor vehicle that is making a left turn at an intersection, including an intersection 
with an alley or private road or driveway, shall yield the right-of-way to a vulnerable road user who is 
approaching from the opposite direction and is in the intersection, or is in such proximity to the 
intersection as to be an immediate hazard.  

(e)  An operator of a motor vehicle may not overtake a vulnerable road user traveling in the same 
direction and subsequently make a right-hand turn in front of the vulnerable road user unless the 
operator is safely clear of the vulnerable road user, taking into account the speed at which the 
vulnerable road user is traveling and the braking requirements of the motor vehicle making the right-
hand turn.  

(f)  An operator of a motor vehicle may not maneuver the vehicle in a manner that:  

(1)  Is intended to cause intimidation or harassment to a vulnerable road user; or  

(2)  Threatens a vulnerable road user.  

(g)  An operator of a motor vehicle shall exercise due care to avoid colliding with any vulnerable road 
user on a roadway or in an intersection of roadways.  

(h)  It is an affirmative defense to prosecution under this section that at the time of the offense the 
vulnerable road user was acting in violation of the law.  

(i)  Violation of this section is a Class C Misdemeanor punishable by a fine of two hundred dollars 
($200.00) or less.  

(Ord. No. 2016-O-157 , §§ 1, 2, 10-20-16) 

Secs. 19-226—19-230. - Reserved. 
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DIVISION 3. - RIGHT-OF-WAY REGULATIONS  

Sec. 19-231. - Generally.  

The driver of a vehicle approaching the intersection of a different street or roadway shall stop, yield 
and grant the privilege of immediate use of such intersection in obedience to any stop sign, yield-right-of-
way sign or traffic-control device erected by public authority, and after so stopping, may only proceed 
thereafter when such driver may safely enter the intersection without interference or collision with traffic 
using such different street or roadway.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-93)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 71(a). 

Sec. 19-232. - Yielding to vehicles on right and at through streets.  

(a)  Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this section, the driver of a vehicle approaching the 
intersection of a different street or roadway, not otherwise regulated herein, or controlled by traffic-
control signs or signals, shall stop, yield and grant the privilege of immediate use of such intersection 
to any other vehicle which has entered the intersection from such driver's right or is approaching 
such intersection from such driver's right in such proximity thereto as to constitute a hazard and after 
so stopping may only proceed thereafter when such driver may safely enter such intersection without 
interference or collision with traffic using such different street or roadway.  

(b)  The driver of a vehicle approaching the intersection of a through street or roadway from a street or 
roadway which terminates at the intersection, not otherwise regulated in this division or controlled by 
traffic-control signs or signals, shall stop, yield, and grant the privilege of immediate use of the 
intersection to another vehicle which has entered the intersection from the through street or roadway 
or is approaching the intersection on the through street or roadway in such proximity as to constitute 
a hazard and after stopping may only proceed when the driver may safely enter the intersection 
without interference or collision with the traffic using the through street or roadway.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-94)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 71(d), (d-1). 

Sec. 19-233. - When making left turn.  

The driver of a vehicle intending to turn to the left within an intersection or into an alley, private road 
or driveway shall yield the right-of-way to any vehicle approaching from the opposite direction which is 
within the intersection, or so close thereto as to constitute an immediate hazard.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-95) 

Sec. 19-234. - When approaching multilaned roadway from single-or-double-laned roadway.  

The driver of a vehicle on a single-laned street or roadway, or a street or roadway consisting of only 
two (2) traffic lanes, upon approaching the intersection, not otherwise controlled by traffic signs or signals, 
of a divided street or roadway, or of a street or roadway divided into three (3) or more marked traffic 
lanes, shall stop, yield and grant the privilege of immediate use of such intersection to vehicles on such 
other street which are within the intersection or approaching such intersection in such proximity thereto as 
to constitute a hazard and after so stopping may only proceed thereafter when such driver may safely 
enter the intersection without interference or collision with traffic using such different street or roadway.  



(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-95)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 71(b). 

Sec. 19-235. - When approaching paved roadway from unpaved roadway.  

The driver of a vehicle on an unpaved street or roadway approaching the intersection of a paved 
roadway shall stop, yield and grant the privilege of immediate use of such intersection to any vehicle on 
such paved roadway which is within the intersection or approaching such intersection in such proximity 
thereto as to constitute a hazard, and after so stopping may only proceed thereafter when such driver 
may safely enter the intersection without interference or collision with traffic using such paved street or 
roadway.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-97)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 71(c). 

Sec. 19-236. - Vehicle entering from a private road or driveway.  

The driver of a vehicle about to enter or cross a highway or street from an alley, building, private 
road or driveway shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles approaching on such highway or street.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-98)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 74. 

Sec. 19-237. - Operation of vehicles on approach of authorized emergency vehicle.  

(a)  Upon the immediate approach of an authorized emergency vehicle making use of audible and visual 
signals meeting the requirements of state law, or of a police vehicle properly and lawfully making use 
of an audible signal only, the driver of every other vehicle shall yield the right-of-way and shall 
immediately drive to a position parallel to, and as close as possible to, the right-hand edge or curb of 
the roadway clear of any intersection and shall stop and remain in such position until the authorized 
emergency vehicle has passed, except when otherwise directed by a police officer.  

(b)  This section shall not operate to relieve the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle from the duty 
to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons using the highway.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-99)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 75. 

Sec. 19-238. - Vehicles entering stop or yield intersection.  

(a)  Except when directed to proceed by a police officer or traffic-control signal, every driver of a vehicle 
approaching a stop intersection indicated by a stop sign shall stop as required by section 19-144 of 
this chapter and after having stopped shall yield the right-of-way to any vehicle which has entered 
the intersection from another highway or which is approaching so closely on such highway as to 
constitute an immediate hazard during the time when such driver is moving across or within the 
intersection.  



(b)  The driver of a vehicle approaching a yield sign shall in obedience to such sign slow down to a 
speed reasonable for the existing conditions and shall yield the right-of-way to any vehicle in the 
intersection or approaching on another highway so closely as to constitute an immediate hazard 
during the time such driver is moving across or within the intersection; provided, however, that, if 
such a driver is involved in a collision with a vehicle in the intersection, after driving past a yield sign 
without stopping, such collision shall be deemed prima facie evidence of his failure to yield right-of-
way.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-100)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 73. 

Sec. 19-239. - Presumption of failure to yield.  

A driver obligated to stop and yield the right-of-way in accord with this article who is involved in a 
collision or interference with other traffic at such intersection is presumed not to have yielded the right-of-
way as required by this division.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-101)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 71(e). 

Secs. 19-240—19-250. - Reserved. 

DIVISION 4. - TRANSPORTATION OF EXPLOSIVES, FLAMMABLES, POISONS, ETC.  

Sec. 19-251. - Definitions.  

(a)  For the purposes of this division, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings ascribed 
to them in this section;  

Compressed gas: Any material with a gauge pressure exceeding forty (40) pounds per square inch 
at seventy (70) degrees Fahrenheit; or any flammable material having a Reid vapor pressure exceeding 
forty (40) pounds per square inch, absolute, at one hundred (100) degrees Fahrenheit.  

Corrosive liquids: Liquids which will cause severe damage to living tissue and to freight by chemical 
action when in contact therewith. These liquids may also cause fire when in contact with organic matter or 
certain materials.  

Explosive: Any chemical compound, mixture or device, the primary or common purpose of which is 
to function by explosion.  

Flammable liquid: Any liquid which gives off flammable vapors.  

Oxidizing materials: Substances that yield oxygen readily to stimulate the combustion of organic 
matter.  

Poisons:  

(1)  Class A poisons: Extremely dangerous poisonous gases or liquids of such nature that a very 
small amount of the gas or vapor of the liquid, mixed with air, is dangerous to life.  

(2)  Class B poisons: Less dangerous poisonous liquids or solids (including paste or semi-liquids) 
which are chiefly dangerous by external contact with the body or being taken internally, as in 
contaminated foods or feeds. The vapors of some of this class of poison are also offensive and 
dangerous, but to lesser extent than Class A poisons.  



(3)  Class C poisons: Tear gas or irritating substances in liquid form, giving off dangerous or 
intensely irritating fumes when exposed to air or upon contact with fire.  

(4)  Class D poisons: Radioactive materials or substances which spontaneously emit radiations 
which are capable of penetrating and damaging living tissues and surrounding shipments. 
Vehicles carrying class D poisons will be escorted by city police and will be operated over 
designated city streets during the daylight hours only.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-164)  

Cross reference— Rules of construction and definitions generally, § 1-2. 

Sec. 19-252. - Operation on streets or alleys prohibited; exception.  

It shall be unlawful for any person to drive or cause to be driven or operate or maintain, any motor 
vehicle, truck, trailer or any other vehicle having thereon or attached thereto a tank or tanks or other 
receptacle used for the carrying of explosives, flammable solids, oxidizing materials, corrosive liquids, 
compressed gas, class A poisons, class B poisons, class C poisons, or class D poisons, over any street, 
highway or alley within the corporate limits of the city, except specifically designated streets or highways 
defined as the truck route.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-165) 

Sec. 19-253. - Parking prohibited when loaded or partially loaded.  

It shall be unlawful for any person to park or cause to be parked or to maintain any truck, trailer, 
motor vehicle or any other form of vehicle having thereon or attached thereto a tank or tanks or other 
receptacle filled or partially filled with explosives, flammable liquids, flammable solids, oxidizing materials, 
corrosive liquids, compressed gas, class A poisons, class B poisons, class C poisons or class D poisons 
on any, street, alley, or public place within the corporate limits of the city, or on private property within the 
corporate limits of the city unless authorized in writing by the chief of the fire department as a safe and 
suitable location for such vehicles.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-166) 

Sec. 19-254. - Parking on streets and alleys prohibited whether loaded or empty.  

(a)  It shall be unlawful for any person to park or cause to be parked on any highway, street or alley 
within the corporate limits of the city any truck, trailer, motor vehicle or other form of vehicle having 
thereon or attached thereto a tank or tanks or other receptacle used for the carrying of explosives, 
flammable liquids, flammable solids, oxidizing materials, corrosive liquids, compressed gas, class A 
poisons, class C poisons or class D poisons, whether loaded, partially loaded or empty of such 
products.  

(b)  This section shall not apply to the stopping of any such vehicle at filling stations for service, or to 
stopping necessitated by the breakdown of such vehicle.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-167) 

Sec. 19-255. - Exemptions from division.  

In addition to exemptions specifically granted elsewhere in this division, the provisions of this division 
shall not apply under the following conditions and circumstances:  



(1)  When any such truck, trailer, motor vehicle or any other form of vehicle is carrying explosives, 
flammable liquids, flammable solids, oxidizing materials, corrosive liquids, compressed gas, 
class A poisons, class B poisons, class C poisons or class D poisons to commercial consumers, 
domestic consumers, gasoline service stations or bulk stations located within the corporate 
limits of the city.  

(2)  When any such truck, trailer, motor vehicle or any other form of vehicle is carrying any of the 
above products to be used exclusively for its own propulsion.  

(3)  When any such truck, trailer, motor vehicle or any other form of vehicle, loaded or partially 
loaded, has stopped on any street or highway designated in section 19-254 except at a gasoline 
service station or garage for necessary repairs, with the further provision that such vehicle shall 
not remain at such gasoline service station or garage longer than thirty (30) minutes, unless the 
police department is notified that it is necessary to remain for a longer period than thirty (30) 
minutes.  

(4)  When any such truck, trailer, motor vehicle or any other form of vehicle needs immediate 
repairs and is not loaded or partially loaded with any of the above-named products and is on a 
direct route to a garage or to its owner's private property or place of business exclusively 
controlled by such owner.  

(5)  When any such truck, trailer, motor vehicle or any other form of vehicle has broken down, has 
a flat tire or tires, or becomes out of repair or out of gasoline for its own propulsion to the extent 
that it cannot be propelled with its own power, then the necessary repairs can be made where 
such vehicle has been forced to stop; provided that, such vehicle can be repaired within a 
period of two (2) hours. In such case, the driver of the vehicle shall immediately notify the police 
department of such forced stoppage, and during such period of repair, a policeman or someone 
designated by him shall remain at the place of stoppage to warn other persons using the street 
or highway of such danger.  

(6)  When any such truck, trailer, motor vehicle or any other form of vehicle is loaded or partially 
loaded and has broken down and is out of repair to the extent that it cannot be repaired within 
two (2) hours and the police department has been notified and the same is being removed from 
such place of stoppage or breakdown to a garage or some other place within the corporate 
limits of the city, under the direction of the police department.  

(7)  When any person is engaged in the business of hauling explosives, flammable liquids, 
flammable solids, oxidizing materials, corrosive liquids compressed gas, class A poisons, class 
B poisons, class C poisons or class D poisons and has his place of business within the 
corporate limits of the city, he shall have a right to convey such truck, trailer, motor vehicle or 
any other form of vehicle to such place of business without police protection, provided such 
vehicle (excluding its own tank or receptacle used for its own propulsion) is empty and free of all 
of the above-described products.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-168) 

Secs. 19-256—19-266. - Reserved. 

DIVISION 5. - HEAVY EQUIPMENT/CONSTRUCTION-TYPE VEHICLES  

Sec. 19-267. - Definitions.  

For the purpose of this division only, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings 
respectively ascribed to them by this section:  

(1)  Heavy equipment/construction-type vehicles includes farm equipment; road construction 
equipment, including backhoes and front end loaders; industrial equipment; warehouse 
machinery; ditch-digging apparatus; road construction and maintenance machinery, including 



an asphalt spreader, bituminous mixer, bucket loader, leveling grader, finishing machine, motor 
grader, road roller, scarifier, or self-propelled crane and earthmoving equipment.  

(2)  Operation/operate. The act of driving a heavy equipment/construction-type vehicle on a public 
street.  

(3)  Public streets refers to those street within the incorporated limits of the city and excludes state-
controlled roadways.  

(Ord. No. 2006-O-343, § 1, 1-2-07) 

Sec. 19-268. - Operation of heavy equipment/construction-type vehicles.  

(1)  The operation of heavy equipment/construction-type vehicles on public streets is prohibited unless a 
trailer designed to transport such vehicle is used.  

(2)  This section does not apply to worksite-related activities where the temporary use of a street is 
necessary to access different areas of the same worksite only.  

(3)  This section does not apply to any municipal department which operates these type of vehicles only 
when an event of an emergency occurs. During an emergency event, such department must provide 
an escort vehicle following municipal policy and procedures for heavy equipment/construction-type 
vehicles. If an event is not considered an emergency, such municipal department must follow the 
guidelines set forth in this division.  

(Ord. No. 2006-O-343, § 1, 1-2-07) 

Sec. 19-269. - Penalty.  

Any person who shall violate the provision of this section [division] shall be punished by a fine of not 
less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) or more than five hundred dollars ($500.00).  

(Ord. No. 2006-O-343, § 1, 1-2-07) 

Secs. 19-270—19-290. - Reserved. 

DIVISION 6. - SPEED  

Sec. 19-291. - Posting of limits.  

Appropriate signs shall be posted giving notice of the speed limits established and such limits shall 
not be effective unless such signs are so posted.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-70) 

Sec. 19-292. - Maximum limit in school zones.  

School zones are established by ordinance and no person shall drive or operate a vehicle at a speed 
in excess of twenty (20) miles per hour in any such zone, when signs are in place giving notice of such 
speed limit.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-71) 



Sec. 19-293. - Minimum limits.  

No person shall drive a motor vehicle at such a slow speed as to impede or block the normal and 
reasonable movement of traffic, except when reduced speed is necessary for safe operation or in 
compliance with law.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-72)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 170 (a). 

Secs. 19-294—19-305. - Reserved. 

DIVISION 7. - TURNS[7]  

 

Footnotes:  

--- (7) ---  

State Law reference— Authority of city to relate turning at intersections, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 27(a)(8).  

Sec. 19-306. - Right turn generally.  

The driver of a vehicle intending to turn right at an intersection shall both approach and turn as close 
as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-73)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 65(a). 

Sec. 19-307. - Left turn generally.  

The driver of a vehicle intending to turn left at any intersection shall approach the intersection in the 
extreme left-hand lane lawfully available to traffic moving in the direction of travel of such vehicle, and, 
after entering the intersection, the left turn shall be made so as to leave the intersection in a lane lawfully 
available to traffic moving in such direction upon the roadway being entered. Whenever practicable the 
left turn shall be made in that portion of the intersection to the left of the center of the intersection.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-74)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 64(b). 

Sec. 19-308. - Turning on curve or crest of grade.  

No vehicle shall be turned so as to proceed in the opposite direction upon any curve, or upon the 
approach to or near the crest of a grade, where such vehicle cannot be seen by the driver of any other 
vehicle approaching from either direction within five hundred (500) feet.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-75)  



State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 66. 

Sec. 19-309. - When turn signal required.  

(a)  No person shall turn a vehicle at an intersection unless the vehicle is in proper position upon the 
roadway as required in section 19-306 and 19-307, or turn a vehicle to enter a private road or 
driveway, or otherwise turn a vehicle from a direct course or move right or left upon a roadway 
unless and until such movement can be made with safety. Except under conditions set out in section 
19-6 of this chapter, no person shall so turn any vehicle without giving an appropriate signal in the 
manner hereinafter provided.  

(b)  Such signal of intention to turn right or left, when required, shall be given continuously during not 
less than the last one hundred (100) feet traveled by the driver of such vehicle before turning.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-76)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 68(a), (b). 

Sec. 19-310. - When stop signal required.  

No person shall stop or suddenly decrease the speed of a vehicle without first giving an appropriate 
signal to the driver of any vehicle immediately to the rear when there is an opportunity to give such signal.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-77)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 68(c). 

Sec. 19-311. - "Courtesy" signals prohibited.  

The signal lamps shall be used to indicate an intention to turn, change lanes or start from a parked 
position and shall not be flashed on one side only on a parked or disabled vehicle or flashed as a 
courtesy or "do pass" signal to operators of other vehicles approaching from the rear.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-78)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 68(d). 

Sec. 19-312. - Signals to be given by hand and arm or signal lamps.  

(a)  Any stop or turn signal when required herein shall be given either by means of the hand and arm or 
by signal lamps, except as otherwise provided in paragraph (b) of this section.  

(b)  Any motor vehicle in use on a highway shall be equipped with, and a required signal shall be given 
by, signal lamps when the distance from the center of the top of the steering post to the left outside 
limit of the body, cab or road of such motor vehicle exceeds twenty-four (24) inches, when the 
distance from the center of the top of the steering post to the rear limit of the body or load thereof 
exceeds fourteen (14) feet. The latter measurement shall apply to any single vehicle, also to any 
combination of vehicles.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-79)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 69. 



Sec. 19-313. - Method of giving hand-and-arm signal.  

All signals required by this division to be given by hand and arm shall be given from the left side of 
the vehicle in the following manner and such signals shall indicate as follows:  

(1)  Left turn: Hand and arm extended horizontally.  

(2)  Right turn: Hand and arm extended upward.  

(3)  Stop or decrease speed: Hand and arm extended downward.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-80)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 70. 

Secs. 19-314—19-324. - Reserved. 

ARTICLE VII. - PEDESTRIANS  

Sec. 19-325. - Subject to traffic control.  

Pedestrians shall be subject to traffic-control and pedestrian signals at intersections as provided in 
this chapter, but at all other places pedestrians shall be accorded privileges and shall be subject to the 
restrictions stated in this article.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-230)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 76(a). 

Sec. 19-326. - Right-of-way at crosswalks.  

(a)  When traffic-control signals are not in place or not in operation, the driver of a vehicle shall yield the 
right-of-way, slowing down or stopping if need be to so yield to a pedestrian crossing the roadway 
within a crosswalk when the pedestrian is upon the half of the roadway upon which the vehicle is 
traveling or when the pedestrian is approaching so closely from the opposite half of the roadway as 
to be in danger.  

(b)  No pedestrian shall suddenly leave a curb or other place of safety and walk or run into the path of a 
vehicle which is so close that it is impossible for the driver to yield.  

(c)  Whenever any vehicle is stopped at a marked crosswalk or at any unmarked crosswalk at any 
intersection to permit a pedestrian to cross the roadway, no driver of another vehicle approaching 
from the rear shall overtake and pass such vehicle.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-231)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 77. 

Sec. 19-327. - When pedestrians shall yield.  

(a)  Every pedestrian crossing a roadway at any point other than within a marked crosswalk or within an 
unmarked crosswalk at an intersection shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles upon the roadway.  



(b)  Any pedestrian crossing a roadway at a point where a pedestrian tunnel or overhead pedestrian 
crossing is provided shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles in the roadway.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-232)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 78(a). 

Sec. 19-328. - Use right half of crosswalk.  

Pedestrians shall move, whenever practicable, upon the right half of crosswalks.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-233)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 80. 

Sec. 19-329. - Pedestrians on roadways.  

Where sidewalks are provided no pedestrian shall walk along and upon an adjacent roadway. Where 
sidewalks are not provided any pedestrian walking along and upon a highway shall when practicable walk 
only on the left side of the roadway or its shoulder facing traffic which may be approaching from the 
opposite direction.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-234)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 81(a), (b). 

Sec. 19-330. - Pedestrian soliciting.  

(a)  No pedestrian shall stand in a roadway for the purpose of soliciting a ride, employment or business 
from the occupant of any vehicle.  

(b)  No pedestrian shall stand on or in the proximity to a street or highway for the purpose of soliciting 
the watching or guarding of any vehicle while parked or about to be parked on a street or highway.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-235)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 81(c), (d). 

Sec. 19-331. - Pedestrian signals.  

Whenever special pedestrian control signals exhibiting the word "Walk" or "Wait" or equivalent 
movement signals are in place, such signals shall indicate as follows:  

(1)  Walk: Pedestrians facing such signal may proceed across the roadway in the direction of the 
signal and shall be given the right-of-way in the direction of the signal and shall be given the 
right-of-way by the drivers of all vehicles.  

(2)  Wait: No pedestrian shall start to cross the roadway in the direction of such signal, but any 
pedestrian who has partially completed his crossing on the walk signal may proceed to the 
sidewalk or safety zone while the wait signal is showing.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-236)  



State Law reference— Similar Provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 34. 

Sec. 19-332. - When signals not operating.  

(a)  All installed traffic signals temporarily out of operation shall be marked or covered so as to readily 
indicate this condition and alternate traffic-control devices shall be installed to guide and control 
traffic. All such alternate devices shall be properly installed and shall be obeyed as prescribed in this 
chapter.  

(b)  Whenever a traffic signal is out of order the driver of a vehicle approaching the area of control by 
such signal shall approach such area at a slow speed and stop if necessary and shall not proceed 
until reasonably certain that it is safe to do so.  

(c)  It shall be the duty of all municipal employees knowing of any traffic signal or control device that is 
out of order, altered, defaced, removed or otherwise inoperative to report such condition to the police 
department which information shall be transmitted to the city director of traffic.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-237) 

Sec. 19-333. - Drivers to exercise due care.  

Notwithstanding the provisions of this article, every driver of a vehicle shall exercise due care to 
avoid colliding with any pedestrian on any roadway and shall give warning by sounding the horn of such 
vehicle when necessary and shall exercise proper precaution upon observing any child or any obviously 
confused or incapacitated person upon a roadway.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-238)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 79. 

Sec. 19-334. - Blind and incapacitated pedestrians.  

(a)  It is unlawful for any person, unless totally or partially blind or otherwise incapacitated, while on any 
public street or highway, to carry a cane or walking stick which is metallic or white in color or white 
tipped with red.  

(b)  Whenever a pedestrian is crossing or attempting to cross a public street or highway, at or near an 
intersection or crosswalk, guided by a guide dog, or making use of a cane or walking stick which is 
metallic or white in color, or white tipped with red to aid his crossing, the driver of every vehicle 
approaching the intersection or crosswalk shall take such precautions as may be necessary to avoid 
injuring or endangering such pedestrian, and if injury or danger can be avoided only by bringing his 
vehicle to a full stop, he shall bring his vehicle to a full stop.  

(c)  Nothing contained in this section shall be construed to deprive any totally or partially blind or 
otherwise incapacitated person, not carrying such a cane or walking stick or not being guided by a 
dog, of the rights and privileges conferred by law upon pedestrians crossing streets or highways, nor 
shall the failure of such totally or partially blind or otherwise incapacitated person to carry a cane or 
walking stick, or to be guided by a guide dog upon the streets, highways, or sidewalks of this state, 
be held to constitute nor be evidence of contributory negligence.  

(d)  Any person who violates any provisions of this section shall, upon conviction, be punished by a fine 
of not more than two hundred dollars ($200.00).  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-239)  



State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701e. 

Secs. 19-335—19-345. - Reserved. 

ARTICLE VIII. - STOPPING, STANDING OR PARKING[8]  

 

Footnotes:  

--- (8) ---  

Cross reference— Parking of aircraft, § 4-16 et seq.  

Sec. 19-346. - Unattended vehicles.  

No person driving or in charge of a motor vehicle shall permit it to stand unattended without first 
stopping the engine, locking the ignition, removing the key from the ignition and effectively setting the 
brakes thereon and, when standing upon any grade, turning the front wheels to the curb or side of the 
roadway.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-134)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 97. 

Sec. 19-347. - Prohibited in specified places.  

(a)  Except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic, or in compliance with law or the direction 
of a police officer or official traffic-control device, no person shall:  

(1)  Stop, stand or park a vehicle:  

a.  On the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or parked at the edge or curb of a street;  

b.  On a sidewalk;  

c.  Within an intersection;  

d.  On a crosswalk;  

e.  Between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or within thirty (30) feet of points on the curb 
immediately opposite the ends of a safety zone, unless a different length is indicated by 
signs or markings;  

f.  Alongside or opposite any street excavation or obstruction when stopping, standing or 
parking would obstruct traffic;  

g.  Upon any bridge or other elevated structure upon a highway or within a highway tunnel;  

h.  On any railroad track;  

i.  At any place where official signs prohibit stopping;  

j.  In any place or manner so as to restrict the free flow of vehicular or pedestrian traffic;  

k.  On any public street, alley, or other public place or property belonging to the city by any 
vehicle exceeding thirty-five (35) feet in length or ten (10) feet in width, without a permit in 
writing issued by the traffic manager.  



l.  On any traffic island or median strip. As used herein, the term "traffic island" refers to a an 
object in a road that channelizes traffic or a small strip of island between roads that 
intersects at an acute angle. The term "median strip" refers to a long, intervening strip, 
physical barrier or dividing section that separates a street, parkway, boulevard, or highway 
into two (2) or more roadways and includes the curb, if any, at the outer edge of said area.  

m.  No person shall stop, stand, or park overnight any agricultural vehicle, commercial motor 
vehicle, semitrailer, trailer, or truck tractor, irrespective of length or width, on any public 
street, alley, or other public place or property belonging to the city.  

(2)  Stand or park a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except momentarily to pick up or discharge a 
passenger:  

a.  In front of a public or private driveway;  

b.  Within fifteen (15) feet of a fire hydrant;  

c.  Within twenty (20) feet of a crosswalk at an intersection;  

d.  Within thirty (30) feet upon the approach to any flashing signal, stop sign, yield sign or 
traffic-control signal at the side of a roadway;  

e.  Within twenty (20) feet of the driveway entrance to any fire station and on the side of a 
street opposite the entrance to any fire station within seventy-five (75) feet of the entrance 
when properly signposted;  

f.  At any place where official signs prohibit standing.  

(3)  Park a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except temporarily for the purpose of and while 
actually engaged in loading or unloading merchandise or passengers:  

a.  Within fifty (50) feet of the nearest rail of a railroad crossing;  

b.  At any place where official signs prohibit parking.  

(b)  No person shall move a vehicle not lawfully under his control into any such prohibited area or away 
from a curb such a distance as is unlawful.  

(c)  No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle for any purpose or period of time other than for the 
expeditious loading or unloading of passengers in any place marked as a passenger loading zone 
during hours when the regulations applicable to such loading zones are effective, and then only for a 
period not to exceed five (5) minutes.  

(d)  No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle for any purpose or length of time other than for the 
expeditious active and actual unloading and delivery or pick-up loading of property in any place 
marked as a loading zone as herein defined during the following hours without first having received a 
special permit from the city traffic manager: From 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  

(e)  The driver of a vehicle may stop temporarily at a loading zone for the purpose of and while actually 
engaged in loading or unloading passengers when such stopping does not interfere with any vehicle 
which is waiting to enter such zone to load or unload property.  

(f)  No person shall stand or park a vehicle, whether occupied or not, upon any bridge structure to pick 
up or deliver merchandise or to load or unload passengers, except momentarily in case of extreme 
emergency.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-135; Ord. of 4-7-81, § 1; Ord. No. 83-111, § 2, 11-1-83; Ord. No. 89-126, § 

1, 7-5-89; Ord. No. 98-061, § 1, 2-23-98; Ord. No. 2011-O-173, 12-5-11; Ord. No. 2015-O-014 , 

§ 1, 2-2-15; Ord. No. 2015-O-168 , § 2, 12-7-15)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 95. 

http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=693769&datasource=ordbank
http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=760081&datasource=ordbank


Sec. 19-348. - Parking for certain purposes.  

No person shall park a vehicle upon any street in the city for the principal purpose of:  

(1)  Displaying such vehicle for sale;  

(2)  Washing, greasing or repairing such vehicle, except repairs necessitated by an emergency;  

(3)  Advertising, except by a permit issued by the city traffic manager and under the conditions 
stipulated therein.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-136; Ord. No. 2011-O-173, 12-5-11) 

Sec. 19-349. - Parking not to obstruct traffic.  

(a)  No person shall park any vehicle upon a street, other than an alley, in such a manner or under such 
conditions as to leave available less than ten (10) feet of the width of the roadway for free movement 
of vehicular traffic.  

(b)  No person shall park any vehicle upon the street in such a manner or under such conditions as to 
cause the obstruction of pedestrian traffic on the sidewalk area.  

(c)  No person shall park any vehicle upon the street within twenty-five (25) feet of a construction site or 
construction barricades.  

(d)  No person shall park any vehicle upon any street or portion thereof which has been designated as 
either a "Tow-Away" zone or as a "Loading Zone" and that person is not loading or unloading 
therefrom and where official signs indicate that it is a "Tow-Away" zone or "Loading Zone" from 
which vehicles may be towed, respectively. Any designation pursuant to this subsection of a street or 
portion thereof as a "Tow-Away" zone or a "Loading Zone" from which vehicles may be towed and 
placement of the relevant signs thereon shall be deemed to be notice that stopping, standing or 
parking therein constitutes an immediate obstruction to traffic or an obstruction to vehicles 
specifically allowed to load and unload goods therefrom, respectively, and deemed to allow 
immediate removal and storage of a vehicle parked in violation thereof.  

(e)  Any vehicle parked in violation of subsections (a) through (d) of this section constitutes an 
immediate obstruction to traffic; and such vehicle may be removed without further notice to the 
owner thereof by or upon order of the chief of police, order of any police officer designated by the 
chief of police to order removal of obstructions to traffic, or order of any person authorized by the city 
manager to order the removal of obstructions to traffic. Once removed under this subsection, the 
vehicle shall be placed in storage in a privately operated garage or other place designated or 
maintained by the city. Nothing in this section shall be deemed in conflict with subsection (5), (7), 
(10), (11) or (12) of section 19-350(a) of the Code of Ordinances, which also authorize the removal 
of and impoundment of vehicles.  

Impoundment of a vehicle due to a violation of this section shall in no way be a bar to prosecution for 
violation of this section or section 19-347 of the Code of Ordinances (parking prohibited in specified 
places), and any vehicle parked in violation of section 19-347 of the Code of Ordinances may be removed 
and impounded if it constitutes an immediate obstruction to traffic.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-137; Ord. No. 89-143, § 1, 8-21-89) 

Sec. 19-350. - Impoundment of standing or parked vehicles—Generally.  

(a)  Any vehicle which shall be or remain standing or parked upon any public street, avenue, way, alley 
or other public place, may be removed by or upon order of the chief of police, or any police officer 
designated by the chief of police, or any person authorized by the city manager, and placed in 



storage in a privately operated garage or other place designated or maintained by the city, under the 
following circumstances:  

(1)  When any vehicle is found upon a street, avenue, alley, way, or public place and a report has 
been previously made that such vehicle has been stolen or a complaint has been filed and a 
warrant issued thereon, charging that such vehicle has been stolen or converted in violation of 
law.  

(2)  When any police officer of the city or other person authorized by the mayor has reasonable 
grounds to believe that any vehicle has been abandoned.  

"Abandoned motor vehicle" means a motor vehicle that is inoperable and over eight (8) years 
old and is left unattended on public property for more than forty-eight (48) hours, or a motor 
vehicle that has remained illegally on public property for a period of more than forty-eight (48) 
hours, or a motor vehicle that has remained on private property without the consent of the 
owner or person in control of the property for more than forty-eight (48) hours, or a motor 
vehicle left unattended on the right-of-way, public street, avenue, way, alley or other public 
place within the city for more than forty-eight (48) hours.  

(3)  When a police officer arrests any person driving or in control of a vehicle for an alleged offense 
and such officer is or may be required by law to take the one arrested immediately before a 
magistrate, or if the arrested one is immediately taken before a magistrate, and when the 
arrested one is the sole occupant or the owner of the vehicle and is immediately placed in 
custody.  

(4)  When a vehicle is so disabled that its normal operation is impossible or impractical and the 
persons in charge of the vehicle are incapacitated by reason of physical injury or other causes 
to such an extent as to be unable to provide for its removal or custody, or cannot be found or 
are not in the immediate vicinity of such vehicle.  

(5)  When such vehicle is left unattended upon any bridge, viaduct, or causeway and constitutes an 
obstruction to traffic.  

(6)  When any such vehicle is illegally parked so as to block the entrance to any private driveway 
and it is impractical to move such vehicle from in front of the driveway to any other point on the 
highway.  

(7)  When any vehicle constitutes a hazard, or interferes with the normal function of a governmental 
agency, or by reason of any catastrophe, emergency, or unusual circumstance the safety of the 
vehicle is imperiled.  

(8)  When any vehicle is left standing or parked unattended for more than forty-eight (48) hours in 
violation of any applicable section of this Code, state law or city ordinances, rules or regulations, 
a police officer or other authorized person shall place a red tag giving notice that the vehicle has 
been declared abandoned, and the owner or operator has forty-eight (48) hours to remove the 
vehicle or the vehicle will be impounded by the police department. The red tag shall contain a 
declaration that the vehicle is in violation of this section, the location of the vehicle, and the date 
of the notice.  

(9)  When any vehicle is parked in violation of metered parking space.  

(10)  When any vehicle extending beyond ten (10) feet in width or thirty-five (35) feet in length is left 
standing or parked unattended on a public street, public right-of-way or public property.  

(11)  When any vehicle is parked on the sidewalk.  

(12)  Any vehicle parked on any area which has been designated a tow-away zone by the city 
council, and is so marked.  

(13)  When any agricultural vehicle, commercial motor vehicle, semitrailer, trailer, or truck tractor, 
irrespective of length or width, is left overnight standing or parked on a public street, public right-
of-way or public property.  



(b)  In order to obtain possession of a vehicle stored under the provisions of this section, the claimant 
must produce satisfactory evidence of ownership or right to possession within thirty (30) days from 
the date of such storage and, in addition thereto, must pay all charges for storage and removal of 
such vehicle.  

(c)  In the event a vehicle is impounded, the police department, within ten (10) days, will give a written 
notice, by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the last registered owner and lienholder(s), if 
any, that the vehicle has been impounded; and the owner and lienholder(s), if any, have twenty (20) 
days from date of receipt of such notice in which to reclaim the vehicle; and the failure of the owner 
and lienholder(s), if any, to exercise his or their right to reclaim the vehicle within the time provided 
shall be deemed a waiver by the owner and lienholder(s), if any, of all his or their right, title and 
interest in such vehicle and shall be deemed his or their consent to the sale of the abandoned motor 
vehicle at a public auction. Such vehicle will then be sold in a public auction in accordance with the 
provisions of art. 6687-9 of the Texas Civil Statutes.  

(d)  It shall be unlawful to park any vehicle on private property without express permission or 
authorization from the owner of such property. Any vehicle which shall be or remain standing or 
parked upon any privately owned parking area when the person in charge of or operating the vehicle 
does not have express permission or authorization to be so parked or standing, may be removed by 
or upon order of the chief of police or any person designated by the mayor, and placed in storage in 
a privately operated garage or other place designated or maintained by the city. It shall be the duty of 
the owner of the private property to erect appropriate signs giving notice that parking is prohibited 
without express permission or authorization and stating that unauthorized vehicles will be towed 
away and impounded at the expense of the owner of the vehicle. No regulation of parking of motor 
vehicles shall be effective unless such signs are erected and in place at the time of any alleged 
offense.  

(e)  All commercial parking space operators and garagemen shall be governed by state laws concerning 
disposition of abandoned vehicles, and shall notify the chief of police when any vehicle has been 
abandoned prior to disposition.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-138; Ord. of 10-7-80; Ord. of 4-7-81, §§ 1, 2; Ord. No. 83-111, §§ 1, 2, 11-

1-83; Ord. No. 2002-O-232, § 1, 9-16-02; Ord. No. 2002-O-317, § 1, 12-2-02; Ord. No. 2003-O-

013, § 1, 1-13-03; Ord. No. 2015-O-168 , § 3, 12-7-15)  

Note— See also art. X of this chapter, § 19-375 et seq. 

Sec. 19-351. - Same—Liability of city.  

The provisions of section 19-350 shall not be construed to relieve from or lessen the responsibility of 
any person who shall leave his vehicle parked on the streets of the city in such a manner that the same 
may be impounded; nor shall the city be held as assuming any such liability by reason of impounding or 
causing to be impounded such vehicle.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-139)  

Note— See also art. X of this chapter, § 19-375 et seq. 

Sec. 19-352. - Reserved.  

Editor's note— Section 19-352, relating to notification regarding vehicles with ten or more 

unpaid parking summonses issued within a three-month period, derived from Ord. No. 82-24, §§ 

http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=760081&datasource=ordbank


1—8, adopted Feb. 2, 1982, was repealed by § 2 of Ord. No. 89-48, adopted Mar. 20, 1989. See 

art. X of this chapter, § 19-375 et seq. 

Sec. 19-353. - Special parking.  

(a)  The city traffic manager with the concurrence of the chief of police may issue special permits for a 
definite period of time to allow parking of an unusual nature which may be contrary to or in violation 
of any of the provisions of this article.  

(b)  It shall be unlawful for any person to use this permit for purposes, places or times other than that 
clearly indicated in the written permit.  

(c)  It shall be unlawful for any person other than those named in the permit to use such permit for any 
purpose whatsoever.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-140; Ord. No. 2011-O-173, 12-5-11)  

Note— See the editor's note to § 19-352. 

Sec. 19-354. - Design and construction standards for existing and new off-street parking areas.  

(a)  Any existing or new off-street parking area not used in conjunction with a single-family residence 
shall meet the construction and design standards for that type of off-street parking area as contained 
in the document entitled "Layout and Design Standards for Parking Lots," attached hereto as exhibit 
A, and incorporated herein, within ninety (90) days of the effective date of this section.  

(b)  A building permit is required for the construction of any new or on any existing off-street parking 
area after the effective date of this section unless one has already been issued therefor in 
conjunction with construction of a building on the same lot as the off-street parking area.  

(c)  After the effective date of this section, there shall be a certified survey of and construction plans for 
any proposed off-street parking area, or any existing off-street parking area on which construction is 
proposed. Such survey and construction plans shall be submitted to the building official as part of the 
building permit application. The certified survey and construction plans shall be reviewed and 
approved by the city engineer and the city building official before the issuance of a building permit for 
the construction of or on the off-street parking area.  

(Ord. No. 90-107, §§ 1—3, 7-16-90; Ord. No. 91-159, §§ 1, 2, 7-1-91)  

Editor's note— Ord. No. 90-107, adopted July 16, 1990, did not specifically amend this Code; 

hence, inclusion of §§ 1—3 as § 19-354 was at the discretion of the editor. Exhibit A has not 

been included in this Code. 

Sec. 19-355. - Administrative adjudication of stopping, standing and parking violations.  

(a)  Establishment of administrative adjudication. A violation of a provision of this Code governing the 
stopping, standing, or parking of a vehicle is a civil offense.  

(b)  Fines for parking violations. In the event that a vehicle is parked in violation of the provisions of this 
article, the owner or person with control over the vehicle shall be subject to a penalty. The penalty for 
a violation of this article shall be dependent on the particular violation and shall be by fine only. The 
schedule of civil fines as penalty for violations of this article is as follows:  



Parking Violation  

Parking Fine  

If Paid Within  

14 Days  

Proposed  

Additional Fine  

After 14 Days  

Proposed  

Additional Fine  

After 60 Days  

Expired Meter  $10.00  $10.00  $10.00  

No Parking (Loading Zone)  $20.00  $10.00  $10.00  

No Parking  $20.00  $10.00  $10.00  

Blocking Driveway  25.00  $10.00  $10.00  

Parked within 20 Feet of Intersection  25.00  $10.00  $10.00  

Double Parked  $20.00  $10.00  $10.00  

Parked in Red Curb  $40.00  $10.00  $10.00  

Parked in a Fire Zone  $50.00  $10.00  $10.00  

Parking within 15 Feet of Fire Hydrant  $50.00  $10.00  $10.00  

Parked in a Disabled Space  $500.00  $10.00  $10.00  

Disabled Parking Violation  $250.00  $10.00  $10.00  

Blocking Crosswalk  $20.00  $10.00  $10.00  

Blocking Alley  $20.00  $10.00  $10.00  

Parked over 18 Inches from Curb  $20.00  $10.00  $10.00  

Parked on Sidewalk  $20.00  $10.00  $10.00  

Parked in Taxi Stand (No Parking)  $25.00  $10.00  $10.00  

Parked Between Two Meter Spaces  $20.00  $10.00  $10.00  

Parked within 50 Feet of Railroad Crossing  $25.00  $10.00  $10.00  



Obstructing Flow of Traffic  $25.00  $10.00  $10.00  

Parked Against Traffic Flow  $25.00  $10.00  $10.00  

Oversized Vehicle  125.00  $10.00  $10.00  

Commercial Vehicle Parked in Residential Area  $65.00  $10.00  $10.00  

Other  $15.00  $10.00  $10.00  

  

[Original parking fines not paid within 14 days of violation date will be charged a late fee after 14 and 60 
days.]  

The civil fines listed above or any civil fine imposed for a violation of this article may be paid by mail, 
internet or by personal appearance at the parking enforcement division office.  

(c)  Hearing officer(s) . The city manager shall appoint one (1) or more hearing officers to 
administratively adjudicate parking violations for which a stopping, standing or parking citation is 
issued.  

A hearing officer may:  

(1)  Administer oaths;  

(2)  Accept admissions and hear and determine contests of parking violations under the Code;  

(3)  Issue orders enforceable by the municipal court compelling the attendance of witnesses and 
the production of documents;  

(4)  Issue orders of immobilization or impoundment of vehicles;  

(5)  Set conditions for the release of vehicles immobilized or impounded under this chapter; and  

(6)  Dismiss defective parking citations, dismiss cases that the hearing officer finds no evidence of 
liability, or dismiss certain disabled parking offenses based on the credibility and validity of the 
defense as so determined by the hearing officer.  

(d)  Purpose of hearing. The purpose of an administrative hearing is to determine the issue of liability for 
the charged offense. If vehicle owner is found liable for the offense, the full fine must be assessed 
under the law, except that the hearing officer may, in his or her complete discretion, based on the 
facts and/or any defenses presented in each particular case, or upon presentment of proof by a 
physician that violator's disability includes forgetfulness or memory loss, dismiss a disabled parking 
offense, including failure to display disabled placard or license, display of an expired disabled 
placard or license, or blocking a disabled access ramp. In the event the hearing officer determines 
that a dismissal is warranted, the hearing officer, in his or her complete discretion, may assess an 
administrative dismissal fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for a first offense, fifty dollars ($50.00) for 
a second offense, and one hundred dollars ($100.00) for a third offense. Payment plans may be 
approved by the hearing officer on a case by case basis upon a finding of financial hardship.  

(e)  Parking citation.  



(1)  A parking citation issued by a peace officer, parking enforcement officer or other authorized 
designated person (volunteer) serves as the summons and notice of administrative adjudication 
hearing under this article.  

(2)  A parking citation must be on a form prescribed by the parking enforcement division and must 
include the following information:  

a.  The nature, date, time, and location of the alleged parking violation;  

b.  The state license plate number of the vehicle, or if the license plate number is not visible or 
legible, the vehicle identification number or the state inspection tag number;  

c.  The make of the vehicle;  

d.  The date, time, and location of the administrative adjudication hearing, which must be set 
not later than the twentieth calendar day after the date of issuance of the parking citation;  

e.  A notification that the person charged with the parking violation has the right to an instanter 
hearing before the hearing date provided on the citation, on any day of the week during the 
regular business hours of the hearing officer, at which time the issuing officer is not 
required to be present.  

f.  A notification that failure to answer the citation or to appear at a scheduled administrative 
adjudication hearing is considered an admission of liability for the parking violation charge 
and will result in the assessment of civil fines, costs, and fees.  

(3)  The original or a copy of a parking citation is a governmental record kept in the ordinary course 
of city business and is rebuttable proof of the facts it contains.  

(f)  Presumption of ownership.  

(1)  It is presumed that the registered owner of the motor vehicle is the person who parked or 
stopped the vehicle at the time and place of the offense charged.  

(2)  The Texas Department of Transportation's computer-generated record of the registered vehicle 
owner is prima facie evidence of the contents of the record.  

(3)  The original or any copy of the summons or citation is also prima facie evidence of the facts 
contained therein.  

(g)  Hearings.  

(1)  The failure of any person charged with an offense to appear at the administrative adjudication 
hearing or appeal hearing shall be an admission of liability for the offense charged.  

(2)  The issuing peace officer, authorized parking enforcement officer, or other authorized 
designated person shall not be required to attend the hearing.  

(3)  Although not required, the city attorney's office may appear on behalf of the city at any 
administrative adjudication hearing in which the motorist is represented by counsel or where 
such representation is requested.  

(4)  A charging instrument is not required. The hearing officer shall make a finding based only on 
an examination of the contents of the citation, the evidence related to ownership of the vehicle 
in question and the testimony together with any other evidence presented by the motorist. The 
testimony at the hearing shall be recorded. If an electronic recording is made, each voice shall 
be identified.  

(5)  The formal rule of evidence do not apply to a hearing under this section. The hearing officer 
shall make his or her decision based upon a preponderance of the evidence presented at the 
hearing, that is based on the more convincing evidence and its probable truth or accuracy and 
not on the amount of evidence itself, after giving due weight to all presumptions and prima facie 
evidence established by this section or other applicable law.  



(6)  Notwithstanding any other provision of this article, citations for parked in a disabled space 
issued on or after May 12, 2016, but before May 12, 2017, may be appealed to the 
administrative hearing officer within sixty (60) calendar days of the effective date of this 
subsection by filing a form with the administrative hearing officer. Upon receipt of the completed 
form, the administrative hearing officer shall schedule a hearing in accordance with this section. 
At the administrative hearing, the administrative hearing officer may confirm the determination 
of liability or dismiss the citation and assess an administrative dismissal fee in accordance with 
section 19-355(d).  

(h)  Hearing order.  

(1)  At the conclusion of an instanter or an administrative adjudication hearing, the hearing officer 
shall issue a verbal finding whether the person charged with the violation is liable. Following 
each hearing, a written Order identifying the appearance of witnesses, evidence presented and 
findings of fact must be prepared.  

(2)  If liability is found, the Order must contain the amount of any fine, cost, or fee assessed against 
the motorist. If liability is not found, the Order must contain a detailed finding outlining the basis 
for the dismissal.  

(3)  The order issued by the hearing officer shall be filed with the parking enforcement division 
within ten (10) days of the hearing to be maintained in a separate index and file. A copy of the 
order may be provided to the motorist upon request. A parking disposition report shall also be 
prepared each month by the hearing officer that includes the number of hearings held, the 
amount of fines accessed and the number of dismissals issued. A copy of this report shall be 
submitted monthly to the city manager and parking enforcement division.  

(i)  Enforcement.  

(1)  An order filed by a hearing officer under this chapter may be enforced by the following:  

a.  Vehicle impoundment if the subject vehicle is found on any public street, public right-of-
way, public easement, or city-owned parking facility, or other public property.  

b.  Placing a device ("boot") on the vehicle that prohibits movement of the motor vehicle 
including foreign and out-of-state license plates if the subject vehicle is found on any public 
street, public right-of-way, public easement, or city-owned parking facility, or other public 
property.  

c.  Imposing an additional fine if the original fine is not paid within a specified time.  

d.  Refusal to allow the registration of the subject vehicle as provided by applicable laws.  

(2)  No vehicle shall be impounded or immobilized under this chapter unless the offender has three 
(3) or more unresolved parking citations in a calendar year.  

(3)  All fines, costs, and fees shall be paid to the city parking enforcement division to defray 
operating expenses, add meters, create additional parking facilities, and other costs that benefit 
the parking conditions in the community.  

(j)  Parking by a person whose presence is required in a judicial proceeding.  

(1)  The city manager may enter into a written agreement with any government agency to provide 
for the use of parking spaces in a metered or time-restricted zone by jurors or other individuals 
whose presence is required in a judicial proceeding.  

(2)  An agreement under this subsection may only provide for the waiver or reduction of a fee or 
fine that pertains to the requirement to pay money into a parking meter or the length of time that 
a vehicle may remain parked in a parking space.  

(3)  Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, if an agreement under this subsection 
requires the dismissal of a parking citation or the reduction of a fine, the hearing officer shall 
dismiss the parking citation or reduce the fine in accordance with the terms of the agreement if:  



a.  The person liable for the alleged violation was serving as a juror in municipal court at the 
time of the alleged violation;  

b.  It reasonably appears that free or unrestricted parking was not available to the juror; and,  

c.  Not more than twenty (20) days has elapsed since the issuance of the citation.  

(k)  Appeal.  

(1)  A person whom the hearing officer determines to be liable following a hearing may appeal the 
determination by filing a petition with the clerk of a municipal court not later than thirty (30) days 
after the date on which the order is filed and by posting the bond and paying an appeal filing fee 
if required by law.  

(2)  The municipal court clerk shall schedule a hearing and notify each party of the date, time, and 
place of the hearing.  

(3)  The recorded testimony, documents and other evidence shall constitute the record for appeal. 
The acceptance of documents or other evidence shall be noted on the record.  

(4)  A person who accepts liability by payment of the fines, fees and costs associated with the 
citation or who fails to contest liability by the appearance date us not entitled to an appeal. He 
appeal hearing before a municipal court judge shall be the purpose of confirming or overruling 
the order issued by the administrative hearing officer based upon the evidence presented to the 
administrative hearing officer.  

(5)  The municipal court judge shall consider on appeal a review of the record of the hearing only 
and may not substitute his or her judgment for that of the hearing officer as to the weight of the 
evidence. The findings of the hearing officer's order shall only be reversed on appeal if not 
reasonably supported by substantial evidence in view of the reliable and probative evidence 
found in the record as a whole.  

(l)  Bond. Service of notice of appeal under this section does not stay enforcement and collection of any 
order of a hearing officer, unless the person filing the appeal posts with the municipal court clerk an 
appeal bond in the amount equal to all civil fines, costs and fees assessed against the person 
charged.  

(Ord. No. 86-226, § 1, 12-15-86; Ord. No. 97-147, § 1, 7-7-97; Ord. No. 2001-O-53, § 1, 2-26-

01; Ord. No. 2006-O-210, § 1, 9-5-06; Ord. No. 2008-O-245, § 1, 12-15-08; Ord. No. 2009-O-

173, § 1, 10-5-09; Ord. No. 2017-O-056 , § 1, 5-12-17; Ord. No. 2017-O-089 , § 1, 8-25-17) 

Sec. 19-356. - Establishment of bus stops.  

The city council may establish by ordinance bus stops for Laredo Municipal Transit System buses on 
the public streets of the city in such places and in such number as it determines to be the greatest benefit, 
convenience and safety for transit system passengers, pedestrians and drivers of vehicles on the public 
streets of the city. The director of traffic safety is authorized and required to place and maintain 
appropriate signs at each and every bus stop so established by ordinance.  

(Ord. No. 89-233, § 1, 12-4-89) 

Sec. 19-357. - Use of bus stops by transit system bus operators required.  

The operator of a transit system bus may not stop, stand or park their vehicle to load or unload 
passengers at other than an established bus stop. The operator of a transit system bus shall enter an 
established bus stop on a public street in such a manner that the bus when stopped standing or parked to 
load or unload passengers shall be in a position with the right front wheel of such vehicle not further than 

http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=829103&datasource=ordbank
http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=846454&datasource=ordbank


eighteen (18) inches from the curb and approximately parallel to the curb so as not to unduly impede the 
movement of other vehicular traffic.  

(Ord. No. 89-233, § 2, 12-4-89) 

Sec. 19-358. - Use of bus stops by others prohibited.  

No persons other than those specified in section 19-357 above shall stop, stand or park a vehicle in 
a bus stop when such location has been officially established by ordinance and appropriately signed as a 
bus stop, except that the driver of a passenger vehicle may temporarily stop therein for the purpose of 
and while actually engaged in loading or unloading passengers when such stopping does not interfere 
with any transit system bus waiting to enter or about to enter such stop.  

(Ord. No. 89-233, § 3, 12-4-89) 

Sec. 19-359. - Parking areas designated for persons with disabilities.  

No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle other than a vehicle operated by or for a person with a 
temporary or permanent disability which displays a specially designed license plate for vehicles used by 
or for persons with disabilities or a windshield identification card for persons with disabilities pursuant to 
Tex. Rev. Civ. Stat. Ann. article 6675a-5e.1, for any length of time in any parking space or parking area 
on public or private property which is designated exclusively and/or specifically for the use of persons with 
disabilities in accordance with applicable law.  

(Ord. No. 95-223, § 1, 10-16-95) 

Sec. 19-360. - Parking meters.  

(a)  The following length of time for parking a vehicle in a parking space and the amount of money 
charged for such length of time, respectively, for so using parking spaces, are hereby established:  

(1)  Four (4) minutes for each nickel, eight (8) minutes for each dime, twenty (20) minutes for each 
quarter, with a two-hour maximum parking limit for parking meters installed in the following 
streets: Matamoros Street, Farragut Street, Hidalgo Street, Lincoln Street, Iturbide Street, Grant 
Street, Zaragoza Street, between Santa Ursula Avenue on the east and Santa Maria Avenue on 
the west and also including the 1500, and 1600 blocks of Water Street and on the following 
avenues all east of Santa Maria which include San Eduardo Avenue, San Dario Avenue, Santa 
Ursula Avenue, San Bernardo Avenue, San Agustin Avenue, Flores Avenue, Convent Avenue, 
Salinas Avenue, and Juarez Avenue.  

(2)  Six (6) minutes for each nickel, twelve (12) minutes for each dime, and thirty (30) minutes for 
each quarter, with a ten-hour time limit, for all other parking meters installed west of Santa 
Maria Avenue, bounded by Santa Maria on the east, Hidalgo Street on the south, Santa 
Cleotilde on the west, and Moctezuma Street on the north.  

a.  A parking meter permit contract may be obtained, one (1) per person, at the parking 
enforcement division office at a nonrefundable fee of forty dollars ($40.00) per parking 
meter space. To the extent that the imposition of any fee, requirement or other provision 
set forth in the division would be inconsistent with a controlling state or federal law, then 
this division shall be construed and applied in a manner that conforms with the applicable 
state or federal law. Contract may be approved as submitted or modified subject to the 
provision herein provided, unless it is determined that the application is incomplete or 
materially untruthful; or there exists any unresolved parking citations for any vehicles 
owned by the applicant. Permits are personal to the permit holder and may not be 
assigned or used by any other persons, will not authorize reserving parking meters spaces 



and will not guarantee parking space availability. Upon establishing a contract, a parking 
meter permit/tag will be issued to be displayed on the front of the vehicle's windshield 
visible to enforcement officers at all times. Upon written notification to the holder, a permit 
may be suspended or revoked if the parking official determines that it was issued by error, 
that the parking space is having unanticipated adverse effects upon vehicular or pedestrian 
traffic, or that the holder has not complied with any applicable term of the permit.  

b.  A residential parking meter permit contract may be obtained, limit two (2) per residence, at 
the parking enforcement division office at a non-refundable yearly fee of fifteen dollars 
($15.00) per permit. To the extent that the imposition of any fee, requirement or other 
provision set forth in the division would be inconsistent with a controlling state or federal 
law, then this division shall be construed and applied in a manner that conforms with the 
applicable state or federal law. Contract may be approved as submitted or modified subject 
to the provision herein provided, unless it is determined that the application is incomplete 
or materially untruthful; or there exists any unresolved parking citations for any vehicles 
owned by the applicant(s). Permits are personal to the permit holder and may not be 
assigned or used by any other persons, will not authorize reserving parking meters spaces 
and will not guarantee parking space availability. Proof such as utility bills, must be 
submitted while establishing a contract. A residential parking meter permit/tag will be 
issued to be displayed on the front of the vehicle's windshield visible to enforcement 
officers at all times. Upon written notification to the holder, a permit may be suspended or 
revoked if the parking official determines that it was issued by error, that the parking space 
is having unanticipated adverse effects upon vehicular or pedestrian traffic, or that the 
holder has not complied with any applicable term of the permit/contract.  

(3)  Four (4) minutes for each nickel, eight (8) minutes for each dime, twenty (20) minutes for each 
quarter with a four-hour-maximum parking limit for all parking meters in city parking lots installed 
within the established parking meter zones.  

(4)  Four (4) minutes for each nickel, eight (8) minutes for each dime, twenty (20) minutes for each 
[quarter], with a four-hour maximum parking limit for parking meters installed in the following 
streets and avenues: Scott Street, Moctezuma Street, Washington Street, Victoria Street, 
Houston Street, between Santa Ursula Avenue on the east and Santa Maria Avenue on the 
west, also on the following avenues north of Houston Street which include San Eduardo 
Avenue, San Dario Avenue, Santa Ursula Avenue, San Bernardo Avenue, San Agustin Avenue, 
Flores Avenue, Convent Avenue, Salinas Avenue, and Juarez Avenue.  

(b)  Said parking meters shall be operated in said parking meter zones every day between the hours of 
8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m., Central Standard Time or other standard time established or proclaimed by 
the United States for an area including the city, except Sundays and holidays; provided however, 
that within the meaning of this section the term "holiday" shall include the following days only: the 
first day of January, the fourth of July, the first Monday in September, the twenty-fifth day of 
December, and the day designated and set aside by the President of the United States as a day of 
Thanksgiving and all other holidays observed by the City of Laredo.  

(c)  Parking meters on Main Avenue and Davis Avenue between Hidalgo Street on the north and 
Zaragoza Street on the south, and all meters east of San Eduardo, between Moctezuma Street on 
the north and Iturbide Street on the south, were removed and are no longer operational.  

(Ord. No. 97-146, § 1, 7-7-97; Ord. No. 2001-O-53, § 1, 2-26-01; Ord. No. 2003-O-064, § 1, 3-

24-03; Ord. No. 2006-O-254, § 1, 10-16-06; Ord. No. 2008-O-051, § 1, 3-24-08; Ord. No. 2012-

O-058, § 1, 4-16-12; Ord. No. 2012-O-142, § 1, 9-17-12) 

Sec. 19-361. - City-owned parking lot enforcement.  

(a)  The parking enforcement division under the parking division manager will be the authority in charge 
of applying the ordinances and regulations governing city owned parking lot operations in the central 



business district. They shall have the authority to manage, operate, and maintain the parking 
facilities and enforce the hourly and long term parking rates and parking time limits and to cite-or-tow 
away vehicles in violation of these provisions in the event that a vehicle is parked in violation.  

(b)  The parking enforcement division shall have the authority to tow away vehicles that are left over 
ninety (90) calendar days and which do not show any type of payment activity within that same 
period of time from the riverfront parking lot.  

(Ord. No. 2001-O-039, § 1, 2-5-01; Ord. No. 2001-O-164, § 1, 8-20-01; Ord. No. 2003-O-132, § 

1, 6-2-03; Ord. No. 2003-O-211, § 1, 9-2-03) 

Sec. 19-362. - City-owned parking lot rates and hours of operation.  

(a)  Unless otherwise provided for, the hours of operations for all city owned parking lots within the 
central business district shall be between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m., Central Standard 
Time or other standard time established or proclaimed by the United States for an area including the 
city, except Sundays and holidays, additionally, that within the meaning of this section the term 
"holiday" shall include the following days only; the first day of January, the Fourth of July, the first 
Monday in September, the twenty-fifth day of December, and the day designated and set aside by 
the President of the United States as a day of Thanksgiving, and all other holidays observed by the 
city.  

(b)  The rate for passenger vehicles at the riverfront parking lot shall be one dollar and fifty cents ($1.50) 
for hourly parking. The rate for long-term parking for passenger vehicles at the riverfront parking lot 
shall be ten dollars ($10.00) per day. The parking rate for tractors and recreational vehicles at the 
riverfront parking lot shall be two dollars and fifty cents ($2.50) per hour for hourly parking with a 
maximum of thirteen dollars ($13.00) per day. Tractor-trailer combinations are prohibited in the 
parking lot. The parking rate for buses at the riverfront parking lot shall be six dollars ($6.00) per hour 
for hourly parking with the maximum of thirty dollars ($30.00) per day. The riverfront parking lot shall 
be operated twenty-four (24) hours [a day], three hundred sixty-five (365) days a year. A ten-dollar 
fee per day will be charged for any lost parking ticket for passenger vehicles. A thirteen-dollar fee per 
day will be charged for any lost parking ticket for tractors and recreational vehicles. A thirty-dollar fee 
per day will be charged for any lost parking ticket for buses.  

(c)  The parking rates for all of the newly-acquired city-owned parking lots are hereby established as 
follows:  

(1)  Two dollars ($2.00) per hour for hourly parking and ten dollars ($10.00) maximum daily rate, 
where available, for all parking lots established within the following boundaries: Water Street on 
the south, Matamoros Street on the north, Davis Avenue on the west and San Bernardo on the 
east.  

(2)  One dollar and seventy-five cents ($1.75) per hour for hourly parking and eight dollars ($8.00) 
maximum daily rate, where available, for all parking lots established within area bounded by 
Matamoros Street on the south, Moctezuma Street on the north, Santa Maria Avenue on the 
west and San Bernardo on the east.  

(3)  One dollar and twenty-five cents ($1.25) per hour for hourly parking and six dollars ($6.00) 
maximum daily rate, where available, for all other parking lots established within the vicinity of 
the central business district.  

(d)  Monthly parking rates for city-owned parking lots within the boundaries of Matamoros on the north, 
Water in the south, San Bernardo on the east, and Sta. Maria on the west, which excludes those 
parking lots that are operated with the use of parking meters and that apply only for passenger-
vehicle parking spaces shall be forty dollars ($40.00) per month per parking space for parking lots, 
for downtown employees only, and $60.00 for all others. The Hamilton Parking Garage rate shall be 
seventy-five dollars ($75.00) per month per space for new contracts starting November 21, 2016. 



The parking division shall have the authority to limit the amount of parking spaces that are utilized for 
monthly parking at any of the city-owned parking lots.  

(e)  The monthly rate for long-term parking passenger vehicles at the new parking lot located on Juarez 
Avenue at Victoria Street shall be seventy-five dollars ($75.00) per month per space.  

(Ord. No. 2001-O-039, § 1, 2-5-01; Ord. No. 2001-O-164, § 1, 8-20-01; Ord. No. 2003-O-132, § 

1, 6-2-03; Ord. No. 2003-0-211, § 1, 9-2-03; Ord. No. 2004-O-258, § 1, 10-25-04; Ord. No. 

2005-O-216, § 1, 9-19-05; Ord. No. 2009-O-111, § 1, 7-6-09; Ord. No. 2012-O-142, § 1, 9-17-

12; Ord. No. 2015-O-100 , § 1, 8-17-15; Ord. No. 2016-O-175 , § 1, 12-22-16) 

Sec. 19-363. - Special fees and permits.  

The traffic manager is the head of the parking division, and he shall designate a parking division 
superintendent to manage the parking enforcement division, who shall have the authority to issue permits 
to temporarily close down meters, loading zones, no parking anytime areas, or vehicular right-of-way, and 
collect a fee for closing down meters, exclusive use of loading zones, or no parking areas when permits 
are sought for the purpose of construction, repairs, or special events. The fee shall be equivalent to the 
maximum revenue that a parking meter space(s) would produce daily times the number of days used. A 
separate permit only fee of fifteen dollars ($15.00) shall also be charged.  

(Ord. No. 2001-O-53, § 1, 2-26-01; Ord. No. 2011-O-173, 12-5-11) 

Sec. 19-364. - Restricted parking areas.  

The removal of vehicles for parking violations on certain streets and parking metered areas for the 
following times are hereby established.  

(1)  Parking of vehicles is prohibited Monday through Saturday between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 
8:00 a.m. and all day Sunday in parking metered spaces located on the following streets:  

Blocks 600 through 1000 of Santa Ursula Avenue; and  

The 800 block of Lincoln Street and Washington Street.  

(2)  Parking of vehicles is prohibited at all times in the following streets located in the downtown 
business district:  

Blocks 500 thru 1000 of San Dario Avenue;  

Blocks 200 thru 500 of Santa Ursula Avenue;  

The 600 block of Iturbide Street, Hidalgo Street, Matamoros Street, Houston Street, and 
Washington Street;  

The 600 block of Farragut Street and of the north side of Victoria Street;  

The 800 block of Iturbide, Hidalgo, Farragut, Matamoros, and Victoria;  

The south side of the 800 block of Houston;  

The north side of the 800 block of Lincoln Street and Washington Street;  

The 300 block of San Bernardo Street;  

The north side of Pedregal Road (River Road) between Santa Isabel Avenue on the west and 
the old U.S. Customs import lot on the east;  
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The south side of Pedregal Road (River Road) between Santa Isabel Avenue on the west and 
Santa Maria Avenue on the east;  

The east and west side of Main Street between Pedregal [Road] (River Road) on the south and 
Water Street on the north;  

The north and south side of Ventura Street between Santa Maria Avenue on the east and Santa 
Cleotilde Avenue on the west;  

The east and west side of Santa Maria Avenue between Pedregal [Road] (River Road) on the 
south and Water Street on the north;  

(3)  Parking of vehicles is prohibited at all times:  

Along U.S. 83 (Zapata Highway) between Zacatecas Street and the southern city limits of 
Laredo;  

On the east and west sides of the 4900, 5000, 5100 and 5200 blocks of Tesoro Plaza, located 
north of West Calton Road;  

(4)  No parking any time; tow-away zone.  

North of Loop 20 on the east side of the 11000 block of McPherson Road between Nafta Street 
and Grand Central Boulevard;  

East and west sides of Livingston Drive, between North Star Drive and Shiloh Drive and 
between Shiloh Drive and 300 feet north of Shiloh Drive.  

Spring Road 400 feet north of Shiloh Drive.  

North and south sides of Sonterra Drive between McPherson Road and Serene Drive.  

North and south side of Village Boulevard between Springfield Avenue and 800 feet east of 
Village Boulevard.  

East and west sides of Martingale between Village Boulevard and 300 feet south of Village 
Boulevard.  

(5)  Bus only/no parking tow-away zone, every day between the hours of 3:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m.  

East side of the 700 block of Juarez Avenue and the north side of the 1300 block of Farragut 
Street.  

(6)  Taxicab stand/no parking tow-away zone, every day between the hours of 3:00 a.m. and 10:00 
p.m.  

South side of the 1300 block of Matamoros Street.  

(7)  No parking anytime/tow-away zone on the east and west sides of East Country Drive, between 
Del Mar Boulevard and Gracie Lane from Monday through Friday starting at 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m., during school days.  

(8)  The East side of Cypress Drive, between Los Ebanos Drive and Alta Vista Drive is hereby 
designated as no parking tow away zone every day during the hours of 6:00 p.m. in the evening 
and continuing until 6:00 a.m. the following morning; and  

(9)  No Parking Anytime/Tow-away zone on the East side of N Texas Ave., between US 59 and E. 
Travis St.; and on the North side of E. Travis St., between N. Texas Ave. and N. Milmo Ave.  

(10)  No Parking Anytime/Tow-away zone on the North and the South side of 8000 Block to 8600 
Block of Milo Rd.  



(11)  No Parking Anytime/Tow-away zone on the East side and West side of Larga Vista Drive, 
between SH 359 and approximately 200 feet North of SH 359.  

(12)  No Parking Anytime/Tow-away zone all times, except between the hours of 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Monday thru Friday, on the North side of the 600 Block of Amistad Drive and including the entire 
cul-de-sac at the west end of this section of street located west of McPherson Road.  

(13)  No Parking Anytime/Tow-away zone on the north side of State Highway 359, between Willow 
Oaks Street and Larga Vista Drive.  

(14)  No Parking Anytime/Tow-away zone, on the South side of the 2200 Block of Mier Street, 
between Jarvis Avenue and Bartlett Avenue.  

(15)  No Parking Anytime/Tow-away zone, on the North and South side of San Lorenzo Drive, 
between FM 1472 and approximately 500 feet East of FM 1472.  

(16)  No Parking Anytime/Tow-away zone, on the North side of the 300 and 400 block of 
Crossroads Street, between Rio Fuerte Lane and Grand Central Blvd.  

(17)  No Parking Anytime/Tow-away zone, on the South side of the 2100 block of Ash Street, 
between Buena Vista Avenue and Bartlett Avenue.  

(18)  No Parking Anytime/Tow-away zone, on the East and West side of Northcrest Drive, between 
Shiloh Drive and Northstar Drive.  

(19)  No Parking Anytime/Tow-away zone, on the East and West side of the 100, 200 and 300 
block of San Enrique Ave. between Iturbide Street and Water Street.  

(20)  No Parking Anytime/Tow-away zone, on the East and West side of the 2300 block of Martin 
Avenue, between Clark Boulevard and O'Kane Street.  

(21)  No Parking Anytime/Tow-away zone, on the South side of the 800 block of Nafta Boulevard, 
from 850 feet east of McPherson Rd. to 400 feet west of Delta Drive.  

(22)  No Parking Anytime/Tow-away zone, on the West side of the 2900 block of North Urban 
Avenue, between East Frost Street and East Lyon Street, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. school 
days.  

(23)  No Parking Anytime/Tow-away zone, on the North side of the 2000 block E. Lyon Street, 
between N. Malinche Avenue and N. Urbahn Avenue.  

(Ord. No. 2001-O-194, § 1, 8-27-01; Ord. No. 2001-O-231, § 1, 10-15-01; Ord. No. 2002-O-232, 

§ 1, 9-16-02; Ord. No. 2002-O-317, § 1, 12-2-02; Ord. No. 2003-O-013, § 1, 1-13-03; Ord. No. 

2003-O-040, § 1, 2-18-03; Ord. No. 2003-O-298, § 1, 12-1-03; Ord. No. 2004-O-112, § 1, 5-17-

04; Ord. No. 2005-O-142, § 1, 6-27-05; Ord. No. 2005-O-166, § 1, 7-5-05; Ord. No. 2006-O-

105, § 1, 5-15-06; Ord. No. 2006-O-222, § 1, 9-5-06; Ord. No. 2008-O-121, §§ 1(1), 1(2), 6-2-

08; Ord. No. 2008-O-172, § 1(1), 8-25-08; Ord. No. 2011-O-014, § 1, 2-7-11; Ord. No. 2013-O-

015, § 1, 2-4-13; Ord. No. 2013-O-150, § 1, 11-4-13 ; Ord. No. 2014-O-096, § 1, 8-18-14 ; Ord. No. 

2014-O-149 , § 1, 11-3-14; Ord. No. 2015-O-015 , § 1, 2-2-15; Ord. No. 2015-O-33 , § 1, 3-16-15; 

Ord. No. 2015-O-046 , § 1, 4-6-15; Ord. No. 2015-O-060 , § 1, 5-18-15; Ord. No. 2015-O-107 , § 1, 

8-17-15; Ord. No. 2016-O-103 , § 1, 8-15-16; Ord. No. 2016-O-177 , § 1, 12-22-16; Ord. No. 2017-

O-024 , § 1, 3-20-17; Ord. No. 2017-O-060 , § 1, 5-12-17; Ord. No. 2017-O-106 , § 1, 9-12-17; 

Ord. No. 2017-O-107 , § 1, 9-12-17) 

Sec. 19-365. - City hall parking restrictions.  

(a)  The use of the parking lot at city hall is strictly for use by customers conducting city business at city 
hall with a specified maximum time of one (1) hour provided signs at the entrance to the parking lot 
are posted informing the public of parking restrictions at city hall.  
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(b)  In the event that a vehicle is parked in violation of the provisions of this section, the owner or person 
in control over the vehicle shall be subject to a minimum "no parking" fine as stipulated in section 19-
355.  

(c)  A vehicle parked in violation of this section may also be towed away as provided in this chapter.  

(Ord. No. 2008-O-014, § 1, 2-5-08) 

ARTICLE IX. - VEHICLE EQUIPMENT  

Sec. 19-366. - Generally.  

All vehicles shall have the equipment required by state law.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-202)  

State Law reference— Vehicle equipment, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 108 et seq. 

Sec. 19-367. - When lighted lamps required.  

Every vehicle including pushcarts upon a highway at any time from one-half hour after sunset to one-
half hour before sunrise and at any other time when, due to insufficient light or unfavorable atmospheric 
conditions, persons and vehicles on the highway are not clearly discernible at a distance of one thousand 
(1,000) feet ahead shall display lighted lamps and illuminating devices as required by state law for 
different classes of vehicles, subject to exceptions with respect to parked vehicles, and further that 
stoplights, turn signals and other signaling devices shall be lighted as prescribed for the use of such 
devices.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-203)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 109(a). 

Sec. 19-368. - Lamps on parked vehicles.  

(a)  Whenever a vehicle is parked or stopped upon a roadway or shoulder thereto, whether attended or 
unattended, during the hours between one-half hour after sunset and one-half hour before sunrise 
and there is insufficient light to reveal any person or object within a distance of one thousand (1,000) 
feet upon such highway, such vehicle so parked or stopped shall be equipped with and shall display 
lamps meeting the requirements of state law.  

(b)  Any lighted head lamps upon a parked vehicle shall be depressed or dimmed.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-204)  

State Law reference— Similar state law, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 121. 

Sec. 19-369. - Special lights on vehicles selling food on house-to-house basis.  

All motor vehicles engaged in selling any food products on a house-to-house basis, requiring 
stopping on the public streets, shall be equipped with red blinking signal lights on each side of the back of 
the vehicle and amber-colored blinking lights on each side of the front of the vehicle so as to be blinking 
when such motor vehicle is stopped on the public streets.  



(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-205) 

Sec. 19-370. - Mufflers and prevention of noise.  

(a)  Every vehicle shall at all times be equipped with a muffler in good working order and in constant 
operation to prevent excessive or unusual noise and no person shall use a muffler cutout or bypass 
or similar device upon a motor vehicle on a highway or street which creates excessive or unusual 
noise.  

(b)  No person or vehicle shall emit excessive or unusual noise on the highways or streets and no 
vehicle shall be equipped with a noisemaker other than the required horn.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-206)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 134. 

Sec. 19-371. - Horns and warning devices.  

(a)  Every motor vehicle when operated upon a public thoroughfare shall be equipped with a horn in 
good working order and capable of emitting sound audible under normal conditions from a distance 
of not less than two hundred (200) feet, but no horn or other warning device shall emit an 
unreasonably loud or harsh sound or whistle. The driver of a motor vehicle shall, when reasonably 
necessary to insure safe operation, give audible warning with his horn but shall not otherwise use 
such horn when upon a thoroughfare.  

(b)  No vehicle shall be equipped with nor shall any person use upon a vehicle any siren, whistle or bell, 
except as otherwise permitted in this section.  

(c)  It is permissible, but not required that any commercial vehicle be equipped with a theft alarm signal 
device which is so arranged that it cannot be used by the driver as an ordinary warning signal.  

(d)  Any authorized emergency vehicle may be equipped with a siren, whistle or bell capable of emitting 
sound audible under normal conditions from a distance of not less than five hundred (500) feet, but 
such siren shall not be used except when such vehicle is operated in response to an emergency call 
or in the immediate pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law, in which latter event the 
driver of such vehicle shall sound the siren when reasonably necessary to warn pedestrians and 
other drivers of the approach thereof.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-207)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 133. 

Sec. 19-372. - Projecting loads.  

Whenever the load upon any vehicle extends to the rear four (4) feet or more beyond the bed or 
body of such vehicle, there shall be displayed at the extreme rear end of the load, at the times specified in 
section 19-367, two (2) red lamps visible from a distance of at least five hundred (500) feet to the rear, 
two (2) red reflectors visible at night from all distances within six hundred (600) feet to one hundred (100) 
feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful lower beams of head lamps and located so as to indicate 
maximum width, and on each side one red lamp visible from a distance of at least five hundred (500) feet 
to the side and located so as to indicate maximum overhang. There shall be displayed at all other times 
on any vehicle having a load which extends beyond its sides or more than four (4) feet beyond its rear, 
red flags not less than twelve (12) inches square, marking the extremities of such load, at each point 
where a lamp would otherwise be required by this section.  



(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-208)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 120. 

Sec. 19-373. - Windshield must be unobstructed and equipped with wipers.  

(a)  No person shall drive any motor vehicle with any sign, poster or other nontransparent material upon 
the front windshield, side wing or side or rear windows of such vehicle so as to obstruct the driver's 
clear view of the roadway or any intersecting roadway.  

(b)  The windshield on every motor vehicle shall be equipped with a device for cleaning rain, snow or 
other moisture from the windshield, which device shall be so constructed as to be controlled or 
operated by the driver of the vehicle.  

(c)  Every windshield wiper upon a motor vehicle shall be maintained in good working order.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-209)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 134B. 

Sec. 19-374. - Tires.  

(a)  Every solid rubber tire on a vehicle shall have rubber on its entire traction surface extending above 
the edge of the flange of the entire periphery.  

(b)  No person shall operate or move on any highway any motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer having 
any metal tire in contact with the roadway, provided, however, this section shall not apply to farm 
wagons and/or farm trailers having a gross weight less than five thousand (5,000) pounds where 
owners are in the act of transporting farm products to market or proceeding from farm to farm.  

(c)  No tire on a vehicle moved on a highway shall have on its periphery any block, stud, flange, cleat, or 
spike or any other protuberance of any material other than rubber which projects beyond the tread of 
the traction surface of the tire, except that it shall be permissible to use tires having protuberances 
which will not injure the highway, and except also that it shall be permissible to use tire chains of 
reasonable proportion upon any vehicle when required for safety because of snow, ice, or other 
conditions tending to cause a vehicle to skid.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-210)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 135(a), (b), (c). 

ARTICLE X. - IMPOUNDMENT OF VEHICLES  

Sec. 19-375. - Definitions.  

The following words shall have the meanings as set out in this article:  

Appearance means either (1) the entry of an appearance, in person or by attorney, in the municipal 
court to contest a parking citation and the making of a bond in any manner authorized by law and 
approved by the municipal court to secure appearance at trial, or (2) the uncontested disposition of a 
parking citation by payment in good and sufficient funds received by the superintendent in the amount of 
fines established by the municipal court, including all applicable fees and costs.  



Boot means a lockable road wheel clamp or similar device which is designed to immobilize a parked 
vehicle and prevent its operation until the device is unlocked and removed, or the act of installing such a 
device.  

Delinquent vehicle means any vehicle on which three (3) or more parking citations more than five (5) 
days old are outstanding, unpaid or unresolved and which citations were issued during the time the 
vehicle was registered to or otherwise held by the owner.  

Delinquent vehicle list means the current delinquent vehicle list as maintained by the parking division 
superintendent.  

Officer means any peace officer or parking enforcement officer employed by the city and any other 
city employee, whether a peace officer or not, who is designated by the parking division superintendent or 
the chief of police or traffic manager to place and remove boots or to cause vehicles to be towed under 
this article.  

Owner means the person registered with the state as the present owner of a vehicle in the most 
current registration records available to the city, or any transferee not designated in such records, 
provided that the parking division superintendent or chief of police has received actual written notice of 
the transfer.  

Parking citation means a citation, returnable to the parking enforcement division of the city, issued 
for the alleged violation of any city penal ordinance of state penal law regarding the parking of vehicles.  

Superintendent means the parking enforcement division superintendent and those parking 
enforcement officers or other employees that he may designate to perform any function under this article.  

Unresolved with respect to a parking citation means a citation issued more than ten (10) days 
previously which has not been cleared by an appearance or by payment of the fine.  

Vehicle means either a "motor vehicle" or a "trailer" as those terms are defined in state motor vehicle 
laws provided that it shall not include a vehicle registered to any governmental entity or agency thereof.  

(Ord. No. 89-48, § 3, 3-20-88; Ord. No. 2001-O-53, § 1, 2-26-01; Ord. No. 2011-O-173, 12-5-

11) 

Sec. 19-376. - Purpose.  

Pursuant to the provisions of this article, an officer may cause a delinquent vehicle designated on the 
delinquent vehicle list to be booted, or towed, or both.  

(Ord. No. 89-48, § 3, 3-20-88) 

Sec. 19-377. - Delinquent vehicle list.  

(a)  The administrator shall be responsible for creating and maintaining the delinquent vehicle list.  

(b)  A delinquent vehicle may be placed on the delinquent vehicle list after notice has been issued as 
provided in subsection (c) and a hearing, if requested, under subsection (d).  

(c)  At least fifteen (15) days prior to placing a delinquent vehicle on the delinquent vehicle list, the 
administrator shall mail a notice to the owner, at the address stated on the most current registration 
records available to the city from the state, or any more current address of which the administrator of 
chief of police has actual written notice, by first class United States mail, postage prepaid. The notice 
shall set forth:  

(1)  The make, year, model, and license plate number of the alleged delinquent vehicle.  

(2)  A date certain on which the delinquent vehicle will be subject to placement on the delinquent 
vehicle list.  



(3)  A list of the three (3) or more alleged unresolved parking citations, including the citation 
number, date, time, place of the violation, and the nature of the violation.  

(4)  That the owner may avoid the vehicle's being placed on the delinquent vehicle list by making 
an appearance on the unresolved parking citations.  

(5)  The name, mailing address (and street address if different), and telephone number of the city 
office or agency that may be contacted for a hearing if any of the alleged unresolved parking 
citations has been resolved by appearance, or if the recipient was not the owner of the vehicle 
when any of the alleged unresolved parking citations was issued, or if the title to the vehicles 
has been transferred since the unresolved parking citations were issued.  

(6)  That administrative fees, boot fees, and towing storage fees may be payable to obtain the 
release of a vehicle booted or towed pursuant to this article in addition to appearance on any 
unresolved parking citations.  

The notice required under this action may be mailed for a vehicle that is not yet a delinquent vehicle, 
provided that there are already two (2) unresolved parking citations and that a third parking citation (which 
shall also be specified in the notice) will become unresolved if an appearance is not made thereon by the 
date specified for placement of the vehicle on the delinquent vehicle list.  

(d)  After expiration of the date certain provided in the notice issued under subsection (c), the 
administrator shall review the records to ensure that the alleged unresolved citations have not been 
resolved by appearance, and that no information has been received indicating that the notice was 
erroneous. The administrator shall not have the authority to adjudicate any parking citation; however, 
he shall meet with any person desiring to present evidence that a notice given under subsection (c) 
is erroneous, shall afford the person an opportunity to present any relevant evidence on the matter, 
and shall mail or otherwise furnish a written notice to the person of his decision.  

If the request for a hearing is received by the administrator before the date specified in the notice for 
placement of the vehicle on the delinquent vehicle list, then the administrator shall afford the applicant an 
opportunity for a hearing prior to placing the vehicle on the delinquent vehicle list, and, if the applicant 
timely appears for the hearing as scheduled by the administrator, shall furnish the applicant written notice 
of his decision prior to placing the vehicle on the delinquent vehicle list.  

(e)  Once a vehicle has been placed on the delinquent vehicle list, it shall not be removed from the list 
unless and until:  

(1)  All unresolved parking citations issued during the time it has been registered to or otherwise 
held by the owner are resolved by appearance;  

(2)  The administrator receives reliable information that title to the vehicle has been transferred; or  

(3)  The administrator determines that the placement of the vehicle on the delinquent vehicle list 
was erroneous.  

(f)  If a vehicle is not properly registered in the state or no registration information is available to the city 
and the vehicle has three (3) or more unpaid parking tickets, then notice shall be provided by posting 
on the vehicle a conspicuous notice which shall set forth:  

(1)  A description of the alleged delinquent vehicle.  

(2)  A date certain on which the delinquent vehicle will be subject to placement on the delinquent 
vehicle list.  

(3)  That the owner may avoid placement of the vehicle on the delinquent vehicle list by making an 
appearance on the unresolved parking citations.  

(4)  That the vehicle will be subject to booting, towing or both once it is placed on the delinquent 
vehicle list.  

(Ord. No. 89-48, § 3, 3-20-88) 



Sec. 19-378. - Booting or towing.  

(a)  An officer may boot any vehicle which appears on the delinquent vehicle list then parked, lawfully or 
unlawfully, upon any street or highway within the city or upon any other property under the ownership 
or control of the city. An officer may cause the vehicle to be towed in lieu of being booted:  

(1)  If the vehicle was parked in violation of any city ordinance or state law relating to parking of 
vehicles.  

(2)  Under any circumstances in which towing by a peace officer is authorized by city ordinance or 
state law.  

(3)  If the location, configuration or size of the vehicle's tires, wheels, fender wells or other 
components makes the installation of the boot impracticable.  

(4)  If, based upon the age, model and condition of the vehicle, or the incidence of vehicular crimes 
in the area where the vehicle is located, or other relevant factors, the officer reasonably believes 
that there is a significant possibility of theft or damage relating to the vehicle if it is immobilized 
in place.  

(5)  If the owner has been convicted of any crime relating to the removal, tampering with or theft of 
a boot previously installed by the city on any vehicle.  

(6)  If the owner or operator of the vehicle requests, in writing, that the vehicle be towed.  

A vehicle that has already been booted may be towed by an officer if any of the circumstances 
enumerated in items (1) through (6) above exists, or if:  

(7)  The owner has not made arrangements with the parking enforcement division to secure 
removal of the boot before 4:30 p.m. on the same day the boot was placed on the vehicle.  

(8)  The vehicle remains immobilized in any zone where parking is prohibited during certain hours 
until the commencement of the restricted hours.  

In each instance where a vehicle is to be towed, the officer authorizing the towing shall be a peace officer.  

(b)  At the time of booting or towing a vehicle under this article, the officer shall:  

(1)  Check or cause to be checked the delinquent vehicle list to ensure that the vehicle is listed 
thereon.  

(2)  Check or cause to be checked the most current vehicle registration records available to the city 
to ensure that the ownership of the vehicle is not reflected to have changed from that specified 
on the delinquent vehicle list.  

(3)  If the vehicle is booted, notify the city parking enforcement division office and the city police 
dispatcher and place a conspicuous notice or notices in a form approved by the superintendent 
on the vehicle warning the operator or any other person not to attempt to move the vehicle and 
advising the operator of the means by which the boot may be removed, including the right of the 
hearing.  

(4)  If the vehicle is towed, notify the city police dispatcher and the city parking enforcement division 
office so that they may respond promptly to any inquiry about the vehicle's disappearance.  

(c)  A vehicle may be booted or towed at any time on any day, provided that a hearing officer is then on 
duty to conduct any hearing requested pursuant to section 19-380 and that a hearing officer will 
remain on duty for such purpose until at least two (2) hours after the time that boot is installed.  

(d)  Vehicles towed shall be taken to a storage lot operated by the city or privately owned and under 
permit with the city, which has an attendant on duty for the release of vehicles on a twenty-four-
hours-per-day, seven-days-a-week basis.  

(e)  The traffic manager or the chief of police shall ensure that officers are on duty to remove boots from 
vehicles Monday through Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  



(Ord. No. 89-48, § 3, 3-20-88; Ord. No. 2001-O-53, § 1, 2-26-01; Ord. No. 2011-O-173, 12-5-

11) 

Sec. 19-379. - Fees, release.  

Except as provided in section 19-380, the claimant of a vehicle may not secure the release of the 
vehicle until an appearance has been made on all unresolved parking citations relating to the vehicle 
which were issued while the vehicle was owned by the person who owned the vehicle at the time it is 
booted or towed hereunder, and the claimant has paid the following fees, as applicable:  

(1)  An administrative fee, if the vehicle has been booted or towed, or both, of twenty-five dollars 
($25.00) to defray the city's administrative costs in placing the vehicle on the delinquent vehicle 
list and related expenses under this article.  

(2)  Any towing expenses.  

(3)  Any storage expenses incurred.  

Towed vehicles that are not redeemed within thirty (30) days shall be subject to disposition in the same 
manner provided by Vernon's Ann. Civ. St. art. 4477—9, for sale of abandoned motor vehicles by police 
auction after notice to the owner and lienholders. No person shall be permitted to claim a vehicle without 
proof of identity. If the person claiming the vehicle is not the owner or a family member residing at the 
same address as the owner, based upon the most current vehicle registration data available to the city, 
then proof shall also be required that the claimant is the owner or is redeeming the vehicle with the 
consent of the owner.  

(Ord. No. 89-48, § 3, 3-20-88) 

Sec. 19-380. - Hearings.  

(a)  The administrator or his designate shall act as the hearing officer and conduct post-deprivation 
hearings for persons whose vehicles have been booted or towed under this article.  

(b)  Hearings shall be conducted on a first-come, first-served basis without the necessity of a prior 
appointment in the office of the municipal court administrator from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, city-observed holidays excepted, and at such additional times, if any, as the 
administrator may specify.  

(c)  The applicant may secure release of the vehicle pending the hearing by making an appearance on 
the unresolved parking citations and posting a bond for the administrative, boot, and towing/storage 
fees prescribed in section 19-379 as applicable. If a bond is posted, then a hearing may then be 
scheduled for a date and time certain, and the vehicle shall be released.  

(d)  The applicant may secure release of the vehicle during nonregular working hours (5:00 p.m. to 8:00 
a.m. and weekends and holidays) by posting a cash bond for administrative fees and the amount of 
the outstanding tickets with the police department and may request a hearing to be scheduled for a 
date and time certain, and the vehicle shall be released.  

(e)  The only issues before the hearing officer will be whether or not the vehicle was a delinquent 
vehicle owned by the person designated on the delinquent vehicle list at the time it was booted or 
towed under this article and whether the city has complied with this article in placing it on the 
delinquent vehicle list and causing it to be booted or towed, or both. The hearing officer shall have no 
authority to adjudicate any unresolved parking citation. The hearing officer may consider any 
competent evidence, including, but not limited to, public records and testimony from the applicant 
and city employees. The applicant may be represented by legal counsel and may cross-examine any 
witness presented by the city. Each applicant must appear at the hearing and shall be subject to 
examination on any matter relevant to the issues before the hearing officer. The hearing officer shall 
announce and record his decision within one (1) hour following the conclusion of the hearing.  



(f)  If the hearing officer determines that the vehicle was not a delinquent vehicle owned by the person 
designated on the delinquent vehicle list at the time it was booted or towed under this article or that 
the city has not complied with this article in placing it on the delinquent vehicle list and causing it to 
be booted or towed, or both, then the vehicle shall be ordered released without payment of the fees 
prescribed in section 19-379. A daily storage fee assessed by the private storage and towing 
company shall be paid in accordance with article III of chapter 32 of this Code of Ordinances. If a 
bond has been posted for the administrative, boot, or towing/storage fees prescribed in section 19-
379 of this Code, it shall be ordered to be refunded to the applicant.  

(g)  A hearing under this section shall be requested before the sixth day following the initial booting or 
towing of the vehicle by the city. A hearing requested thereafter will be granted if the city has not 
disposed of the vehicle, provided the owner must pay the daily storage fee for each day after the 
sixth day until the vehicle is reclaimed, regardless of the hearing officer's determination.  

(h)  In any instance in which a vehicle has been towed to a vehicle storage facility not owned by the city, 
then the applicant may alternatively request a hearing under Vernon's Ann. Civ. St. art. 6701g—3, 
before the municipal court in the time and manner provided by art. 6701g—3. Except for a 
proceeding filed under art. 6701g—3 relating to a vehicle which has actually been towed to a vehicle 
storage facility not owned by the city, the judges of the municipal court shall have no authority to 
adjudicate any fee imposed under section 19-379, or to order any release of a vehicle without 
payment of applicable fees, or to order a refund of applicable fees.  

(Ord. No. 89-48, § 3, 3-20-88) 

Sec. 19-381. - Certain conduct unlawful.  

(a)  It shall be unlawful for any person, other than an officer or employee of the city acting in the course 
and scope of his duties under this article, to remove or attempt to remove or to tamper in any manner 
with a boot installed on any vehicle pursuant to this article.  

(b)  It shall be unlawful for any person, except under the written direction of a peace officer, to tow or 
move or to cause to be towed or moved any vehicle on which a boot is then installed pursuant to this 
article from the place where it was booted.  

(c)  It shall be unlawful for any person, other than an officer or employee of the city acting in the course 
and scope of his duties or the owner or operator of a booted vehicle, to remove or relocate any 
notice placed upon a booted vehicle under other provisions of this Code.  

(d)  Any offense under this section shall be punishable upon conviction by a fine of not less than one 
dollar ($1.00) nor more than two hundred dollars ($200.00), and each day that any violation 
continues shall constitute a separate offense. To the extent that any conduct declared to be unlawful 
under this section also constitutes a violation of any valid and applicable state law, then it shall be 
punishable as provided by state law.  

(Ord. No. 89-48, § 3, 3-20-88) 

Sec. 19-382. - Police department policy authorized as to operators lacking proof of financial 

responsibility; financial responsibility verification form.  

The police department is hereby authorized to adopt a city-wide policy for impounding and towing 
motor vehicles when the operator of the vehicle either fails to maintain, or cannot present proof of, 
financial responsibility as required by state law. Under this policy police officers are hereby authorized to 
remove or impound any vehicle where the operator has failed to maintain, or cannot present proof of, the 
required financial responsibility. The police department is also directed to develop and require a financial 
responsibility verification form for any operator to obtain release of any vehicle removed or impounded 
pursuant to this section and the policy adopted hereunder.  



(Ord. No. 2008-O-122, § 1, 6-2-08) 

Secs. 19-383—19-399. - Reserved. 

ARTICLE XI. - TRUCK TRAFFIC 

DIVISION 1. - GENERALLY  

Sec. 19-400. - Definitions.  

For the purpose of this article only, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings 
respectively ascribed to them, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:  

Gross combination weight rating (GCWR) means the value specified by the manufacturer as the 
loaded weight of a combination (articulated) vehicle. In the absence of a value specified by the 
manufacturer, GCWR will be determined by adding the of the power unit and the total weight of the towed 
unit and any load thereon.  

Gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) means the value specified by the manufacturer as the loaded 
weight of a single vehicle.  

House trailer means a trailer or semitrailer that is equipped to travel on a highway and that:  

(1)  Is designed, constructed and equipped as a permanent or temporary dwelling or sleeping 
place; or  

(2)  Has a chassis and exterior shell designed and constructed for a purpose described by 
subsection (1) above, but is used permanently or temporarily for a commercial purpose, 
including advertising, selling, displaying, or promoting merchandise or services, other than 
transporting property for hire or for distribution by a private carrier.  

Pole trailer means a vehicle without motive power:  

(1)  Designed to be drawn by another vehicle and secured to the other vehicle by pole, reach, 
boom, or other security device; and  

(2)  Ordinarily used to transport a long or irregularly shaped load, including poles, pipes, or 
structural members, generally capable of sustaining themselves as beams between the 
supporting connections.  

Road tractor means every motor vehicle designed or used for drawing other vehicles or loads, and 
not so constructed as to carry a load independently or any part of the weight of the drawn road tractor or 
vehicle.  

Semitrailer means a vehicle with or without motive power, other than a pole trailer:  

(1)  Designed to be drawn by a motor vehicle and to transport persons or property; and  

(2)  Constructed so that part of the vehicle's weight and load rests on or is carried by another 
vehicle.  

Traffic manager means the person employed by the City of Laredo overseeing the traffic department.  

Trailer means a vehicle, other than a pole trailer, with or without motive power:  

(1)  Designed to be drawn by a motor vehicle and to transport persons or property; and  

(2)  Constructed so that no part of the vehicle's weight and load rests on the motor vehicle.  

Truck means any self-propelled or towed vehicle or combination of vehicles designed used or 
maintained primarily for the transportation of with a gross vehicle weight rating or gross combination 
weight rating exceeding ten thousand (10,000) pounds or has more than two (2) axles, and is not 



intended to include those trucks with no more than two (2) axles which are commonly known as pickup 
trucks, panel delivery trucks, and carryall trucks.  

Truck route means a way over certain streets, as designated in this article, over and along which all 
trucks, road tractors and semitrailers traveling within the city limits must operate.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98; Ord. No. 2011-O-173, 12-5-11) 

Sec. 19-401. - Administration and enforcement.  

Responsibility for administrative and enforcement of this article shall be a function of the city 
manager, his/her authorized representatives, or law enforcement officers. The city manager may by 
written order establish regulations not inconsistent with this article. Such regulations shall be filed with the 
city secretary and copies furnished to each licensee.  

(Ord. No. 99-245, § 1, 8-23-99) 

Secs. 19-402—19-409. - Reserved. 

DIVISION 2. - TRUCK ROUTES  

Sec. 19-410. - Truck routes designated.  

The following streets and sections of streets within the city are established and designated as "truck 
routes":  

(1)  Milo Road between FM 1472 (Mines Road) and IH 35.  

(2)  FM 1472 (Mines Road) between IH 35 and FM 255 (Dolores Boulevard).  

(3)  FM 255 (Dolores Boulevard) between FM 1472 (Mines Road) and the Columbia Solidarity 
Bridge.  

(4)  Santa Maria Road between FM 1472 (Mines Road) and Markley Lane.  

(5)  West Calton Road between Anna Avenue and IH 35.  

(6)  Mann Road between Santa Maria Avenue and IH 35.  

(7)  U.S. 59 (Saunders Street) between the corporate city limits and IH 35.  

(8)  Scott Street westbound only between IH 35 and Santa Isabel Avenue (Exceptions see 8 A.)  

(8 A)  Scott Street eastbound between Santa Isabel Avenue and IH 35 during the hours of 8:00 
a.m. to 10:00 a.m. with a city-licensed oversize vehicle escort.  

(9)  Jefferson Street westbound only between IH 35 and Santa Isabel Avenue.  

(10)  Santa Isabel Avenue between Lafayette Street and Piedregal Street.  

(11)  Anna Avenue between Jefferson Street and West Calton Road.  

(12)  U.S. 83 (Zapata Highway) between SH 359 and IH 35.  

(13)  SH 359 between the corporate city limits and the intersection at U.S. 83 (Zapata Highway).  

(14)  U.S. 83 (Zapata Highway) between the corporate city limits to SH 359.  

(15)  Loop 20 (Bob Bullock Loop) between Mangana-Hein Road and the World Trade Bridge.  

(16)  IH 35 between the corporate city limits and the Lincoln-Juarez Bridge (Bridge No. 2).  

(17)  Jefferson Street between Santa Isabel Avenue and Anna Avenue.  



(18)  Killam Industrial Boulevard between FM 1472 (Mines Road) and IH 35.  

(19)  Airpark Drive between U.S. 59 and Airpark Court.  

(20)  Airpark Court between Airpark Drive and Bustamante Street.  

(21)  Maher Avenue northbound only between Bustamante Street and Hillside Road.  

(22)  Hillside Road westbound only between Maher Avenue and Thomas Avenue.  

(23)  Thomas Avenue between Bartlett Avenue and Hillside Road.  

(24)  Gale Street between McPherson Road and Bartlett Avenue.  

(25)  Thomas Avenue southbound only between Hillside Road and Pappas Street.  

(26)  Pappas Street westbound only between Thomas Avenue and Daugherty Avenue.  

(27)  Daugherty Avenue southbound only between Pappas Street and Bustamante Street.  

(28)  Bustamante Street between Daugherty Avenue and U.S. 59 (Saunders Street).  

(29)  Mangana-Hein Road between U.S. 83 (Zapata Highway) and Loop 20 (Bob Bullock Loop).  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98; Ord. No. 2001-O-003, § 1, 1-2-01; Ord. No. 2001-O-161, § 1, 8-

6-01; Ord. No. 2002-O-065, § 1, 4-15-02; Ord. No. 2007-O-153, § 1, 8-20-07; Ord. No. 2012-O-

070, § 1, 5-7-12) 

Sec. 19-411. - Truck route maps.  

(a)  The traffic manager shall prepare, keep and maintain accurate maps setting out the designated 
truck route.  

(b)  The truck route maps shall he kept on file for public inspection in the office of the city secretary.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98; Ord. No. 2011-O-173, 12-5-11) 

Sec. 19-412. - Truck routes to be signposted.  

The traffic manager shall cause all truck routes or alternate truck routes upon which truck traffic is 
allowed to be clearly signposted advising motorists of the truck routes established and designated by this 
division.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98; Ord. No. 2011-O-173, 12-5-11) 

Sec. 19-413. - Alternate truck routes.  

When a street or roadway designated as a truck route is under repair or otherwise temporarily out of 
use the traffic manager is authorized to designate alternate truck routes.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98; Ord. No. 2011-O-173, 12-5-11) 

Sec. 19-414. - Truck route operation.  

Except as otherwise provided in this division, it is declared unlawful for any person to operate or 
cause to be operated upon any street or roadway within the city any truck except on such streets as are 
designated as a truck route.  



(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98) 

Sec. 19-415. - Departure from and return to a designated truck route.  

(a)  Departure routes. The operator of a truck or person causing such operation may depart from a 
designated truck route and it shall be a defense to prosecutions under the provisions of section 19-
414 if all of the following conditions are met:  

(1)  If the purpose of such departure from a designated truck route is necessary for any of the 
following:  

a.  To reach a terminal or place where such vehicle is housed or its established place of 
business;  

b.  To load or unload merchandise at specific locations situated off designated truck routes;  

c.  To perform a service at a specific location situated off designated truck routes;  

d.  To obtain services, repairs or fuel in the normal course of business for the vehicle driven off 
the truck route; or  

e.  Reserved.  

(2)  Such departure from a designated truck route must start at the turning off point leading and 
proceeding to the ultimate destination of the vehicle by the shortest and most direct route; and  

(3)  The operator departing from a designated truck route must have in his/her possession for the 
inspection by police officers or the city manager's authorized representative, his/her log book, 
delivery slips, or other evidence his/her destination to justify the presence of the vehicle on a 
street or roadway other than a designated truck route.  

(b)  Return routes. The operator of a truck or person causing such operation which has lawfully 
departed from a designated truck route according to subsection (a) above or has traveled to multiple 
destinations off the designated truck route according to subsection (c) below shall return to a 
designated truck route from such departures or final destination and it shall be a defense to 
prosecutions under the provisions of section 19-414 only if such return leads directly from the final 
destination point off the truck route to the designated truck route by the shortest and most direct 
route except when such route is sign posted as "No Trucks." and the operator has in his/her 
possession for the inspection by police officers or the city manager's authorized representative, 
his/her log book, delivery slips, or other evidence of his/her destination to justify the presence of the 
vehicle on a street or roadway other than a designated truck route.  

(c)  Multiple destination routes after departure. The operator of a truck or person causing such operation 
which has lawfully departed from a designated truck route according to subsection (a) above may 
continue from his/her destination point off the designated truck route to another destination point off 
the designated truck route without returning to the designated truck route and it shall be a defense to 
prosecutions under the provisions of section 19-414 if all of the following conditions are met:  

(1)  The additional destination off the designated truck route is for a purpose listed in subsection 
(a)(1) above;  

(2)  To so return to the designated truck route would increase the distance to be traveled on 
nondesignated streets; and  

(3)  The operator departing from a designated truck route must have in his/her possession for the 
inspection by police officers or the city manager's authorized representative, his/her log book, 
delivery slips, or other evidence of his/her destination to justify the presence of the vehicle on a 
street or roadway other than a designated truck route.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98; Ord. No. 99-245, § 1, 8-23-99; Ord. No. 2002-O-065, § 1, 4-15-

02; Ord. No. 2004-O-037, § 1, 2-17-04; Ord. No. 2007-O-240, § 1, 11-19-07) 



Sec. 19-416. - Nighttime residential departures prohibited.  

It shall be unlawful for a person operating a diesel-powered truck to depart from a designated truck 
route between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m. on any day and travel on a street that is adjacent to 
single-family or duplex residential dwellings located on both side of the street.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98) 

Sec. 19-417. - Truck route exceptions.  

This division shall not apply to the following:  

(1)  Authorized emergency vehicles. The operation of emergency vehicles upon any street in the 
city.  

(2)  Public utilities. The operation of trucks owned or operated by the city, public utilities, any 
contractor or materialman, while engaged in the repair, maintenance or construction of streets, 
street improvements, or street utilities within the city. The operation of motorbuses for the 
purpose of transporting people upon a regular schedule over a defined route.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98) 

Secs. 19-418—19-424. - Reserved. 

DIVISION 3. - SIZE AND WEIGHT LIMITS AND ASSOCIATED PERMITS AND FEES  

Sec. 19-425. - General prohibition.  

Except as otherwise provided by law, it is prohibited for a person to drive, operate, or move, or to 
cause or permit to be driven, operated or moved, on any street or roadway within the city, any vehicle or 
vehicles of a size or weight exceeding the limitations stated in this division, or transport thereon any load 
or loads exceeding the dimensions or weight prescribed by this division.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98)  

State Law reference— V.T.C.A., Transportation Code § 621.303. 

Sec. 19-426. - Maximum weight.  

(a)  No vehicle nor combination of vehicles shall have:  

(1)  An axle that carries a load heavier than:  

a.  Sixteen thousand (16,000) pounds on high-pressure tires; or  

b.  Twenty thousand (20,000) pounds on low-pressure tires, plus any enforcement tolerances;  

(2)  A tandem axle weight heavier than thirty-four thousand (34,000) pounds, plus any enforcement 
tolerances;  

(3)  An overall gross weight on a group of two (2) or more consecutive axles heavier that the weight 
computed using the following formula and rounding the result to the nearest five hundred (500) 
pounds:  

W = 500 ((LN/(N - 1)) + 12N + 36)  



Where:  

W = Maximum overall gross weight on the group;  

L = Distance in feet between the axles of the group that are the farthest apart; and  

N = The number of axles in the group.  

(4)  A weight heavier than:  

a.  Six hundred (600) pounds for each inch of tire width concentrated on the surface of the 
highway on a wheel using high-pressure tires; or  

b.  Six hundred and fifty (650) pounds for each inch of tire width concentrated on the surface 
of the highway on a wheel using low- pressure tires; or  

(5)  A wheel that carries a load heavier than:  

a.  Eight thousand (8,000) pounds on high-pressure tires; or  

b.  Ten thousand (10,000) pounds on low-pressure tires.  

(b)  Notwithstanding subsection (a)(3), two (2) consecutive sets of tandem axles may carry a gross load 
of not more than thirty-four thousand (34,000) pounds each if the overall distance between the first 
and last axles of the consecutive sets is thirty-six (36) feet or more. The overall gross weight on a 
group of two (2) or more consecutive axles may not be heavier than eighty thousand (80,000) 
pounds, plus any enforcement tolerances.  

(c)  For purposes of this section, the load carried on an axle is the total load transmitted to the road by 
all wheels the centers of which can be included between two parallel transverse vertical planes forty 
(40) inches apart, extending across the full width of the vehicle.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98)  

State Law reference— V.T.C.A., Transportation Code § 621.101. 

Sec. 19-427. - Maximum width.  

No vehicle may be operated on streets or roadways within the city, other than a bus, including a load 
on the vehicle, but excluding any safety device determined by the federal or state department of 
transportation to be necessary for the safe and efficient operation of motor vehicles of that type, with a 
width of the vehicle greater than one hundred two (102) inches.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98)  

State Law reference— V.T.C.A., Transportation Code § 621.201. 

Sec. 19-428. - Maximum height.  

No vehicle, including the load on the vehicle which is higher than fourteen (14) feet may be operated 
on any street or roadway within the city.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98)  

State Law reference— V.T.C.A., Transportation Code § 621.207. 



Sec. 19-429. - Maximum length.  

No vehicle which exceeds a length of forty- five (45) feet may be operated on any street of roadway 
within the city. No combination of vehicles to be coupled together which combination of vehicles exceeds 
a length of sixty-five (65) feet, excluding any safety device determined by the federal or state department 
of transportation to be necessary for the safe and efficient operation of motor vehicles of that type shall he 
operated on any street or roadway within the city.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98)  

State Law reference— V.T.C.A., Transportation Code §§ 621.203—621.2061. 

Sec. 19-430. - Police authority to weigh vehicles and weight tolerances.  

(a)  Authority to weigh. Any police officer having reason to believe that the gross weight or axle load of a 
loaded motor vehicle is unlawful is authorized to weigh the same by means of portable or stationary 
scales approved by the police department of the city for such use, or the police officer may cause the 
loaded motor vehicle to be weighed by any public weigher and may require such vehicle to be driven 
to the nearest available scales for the purpose of weighing, any associated weight scale fees shall 
be paid by the city in the event the vehicle is found to be within the legal weight limits, if the vehicle is 
overweight the party responsible for loading the vehicle will be responsible for any weight scale fees 
incurred. Failure to proceed to a public scale shall be unlawful and an offense.  

(b)  Enforcement and tolerance. If the gross weight of a motor vehicle or an axle load exceeds the 
maximum permitted by law plus a tolerance allowance of five (5) percent of the gross weight 
authorized by law, such police officer may charge the offender with an overweight offense and 
require the operator to unload or rearrange the load to conform to the law without proceeding if the 
police officer determines that such work may be safely accomplished at the site where the vehicle 
was weighted or may require the operator to proceed to a location where the cargo can be unloaded 
or rearranged safely without causing disruption to traffic. Such location shall be the nearest such 
place on authorized city property, on property under the control of the driver or his principal, or on 
property where consent has been given for such loading and where it is feasible to unload or 
rearrange such cargo.  

(c)  Unloading exception. If the load of a motor vehicle consists of livestock, the operator shall be 
permitted to proceed to destination without unloading provided the destination is within the state.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98; Ord. No. 99-245, § 1, 8-23-99)  

State Law reference— V.T.C.A., Transportation Code §§ 621.401—621.405. 

Sec. 19-431. - Exceptions.  

This division shall not apply to:  

(1)  The movement or operation of overweight or oversize vehicles or superheavy or oversized 
equipment on a state maintained public highway inside the territory of the city;  

(2)  Emergency vehicles operating in response to any emergency call;  

(3)  Vehicles operated for the purpose of constructing or maintaining any public utility in the city;  

(4)  Vehicles used exclusively to transport solid wastes so long as the operation is in accordance 
with Chapter 623, Subchapter H of the Texas Transportation Code, as amended;  



(5)  Vehicles used exclusively to transport milk so long as they are operated in accordance with 
Chapter 622, Subchapter C of the Texas Transportation Code, as amended.  

(6)  Manufactured houses that are required by sections 623.091—623.104 of the Texas 
Transportation Code, as amended, to have a permit, bond or license for the movement of such 
manufactured house.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98; Ord. No. 99-245, § 1, 8-23-99) 

Sec. 19-432. - Interpretation of division.  

Nothing in this division shall be construed as permitting size or weight limits on the national system 
of interstate and defense highways within the corporate limits of the city in excess of those permitted 
under 23 U.S.C. section 127. If the federal government prescribes or adopts vehicle size or weight limits 
greater than those prescribed by 23 U.S.C. section 127 for the national system of interstate and defense 
highways the increased limit shall become effective on the national system of interstate and defense 
highways within the corporate limits of the city.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98) 

Sec. 19-433. - Overweight and oversize permits required.  

It shall be unlawful for any person to operate or cause to be operated on any street or roadway within 
the city, or cross or attempt to cross any international bridge owned or operated by the city with a vehicle, 
including any load in excess of the overwidth, overheight, overlength provisions set forth in this division, 
or in excess of gross weight or eighty thousand (80,000) pounds, without first obtaining an overweight or 
oversize permit from the central permit office located at the city traffic department.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98; Ord. No. 99-245, § 1, 8-23-99; Ord. No. 2001-O-003, § 1, 1-2-

01) 

Sec. 19-434. - Application.  

(a)  Application contents. Any individual, group, organization, firm, or corporation desiring an overweight 
or oversize permit shall submit a complete and correct written application on an application form 
provided by the city traffic safety department which applicant shall attach the following:  

(1)  A color photograph of the rig, cargo and trailer showing all axles (including the truck axles) on 
the transport;  

(2)  A check, cash or money order for the proper permit fee, bridge fee and maintenance fee 
amount, including a copy of the Texas driver's license of the person signing the check, for 
verification of the identification;  

(3)  A telephone number on the application or check so that the city personnel may contact 
applicant in the event there is a question on the application;  

(4)  For an overweight permit or an oversize permit an original weight ticket from a public scale in 
lieu of a weight ticket, a bill of laden showing the weight of the cargo, along with pre-weighed 
truck or trailer weights, (loads which cannot be weighed an additional thirty thousand (30,000) 
pounds will be added to the bill of laden weight) will be accepted;  

(5)  For an overweight permit, if the weight of the transport is in excess of two hundred and thirty 
thousand (230,000) pounds, an analysis by a registered professional engineer in the State of 
Texas shall accompany the application (a Texas Department of Transportation permit reflecting 
the data in the application shall be accepted in lieu of a private engineer's analysis);  



(6)  For an overweight permit on a vehicle intending to cross an international bridge located in the 
city, the name of which international bridge the applicant wishes to cross;  

(7)  For an oversize permit, verification of the height, width or length of the transport; and  

(8)  The proposed route along city streets.  

a.  Applicants with an over wide vehicle exceeding twenty (20) feet in width must propose and 
inspect a proposed route and certify to the traffic manager in writing that the load can 
safely negotiate the proposed route.  

b.  Applicants with an over high vehicle exceeding seventeen (17) feet must physically inspect 
a proposed route and certify to the traffic manager in writing that the loads can safely 
negotiate all power lines, communication lines, cable television lines, and all other low 
horizontal obstructions.  

(b)  Application acceptance. Applications will be accepted only between the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. on working days. Incomplete applications will not be processed until such time as they are 
completed and then according to the time the required information has been submitted.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98; Ord. No. 99-245, § 1, 8-23-99; Ord. No. 2001-O-003, § 1, 1-2-

01; Ord. No. 2011-O-173, 12-5-11) 

Sec. 19-435. - Permit issuance.  

(a)  Time of issuance. Upon receipt of a fully completed application, the traffic manager or his/her 
designee may approve or disapprove the issuance of a permit.  

(b)  Permits conditional. Permits may be issued not limited to, the allowed route, the allowed bridge to 
be crossed, the speed of the vehicles, etc., which shall be so stated on the permit. A permit shall be 
void when an applicant does any of the following:  

(1)  Gives false or incorrect information;  

(2)  Does not comply with the restriction(s) or condition(s) stated in the permit;  

(3)  Changes or alters the information on the applicant's copy of the permit without authorization 
from the traffic manager or his/her authorized designee;  

(4)  An applicant may be issued a citation for violating any of the above mentioned conditions or 
restrictions.  

(c)  Overweight specifications. No overweight permits shall be issued until the vehicle and load meets 
the axle loading diagrams and the load per tire diagrams set forth in the rules and regulations issued 
by the Motor Carrier Division of the Texas Department of Transportation, as amended.  

(d)  Maximum bridge loads and overweight permits. No overweight permit shall be issued with a travel 
route that traverses any of the following bridges except according to the following tables:  

MAXIMUM BRIDGE LOADS  

Bridge  
Crossing of an overweight vehicle is allowed when the gross weight of the 

vehicle including any load, is:  

 
130,000 lbs. or 

less  

Greater than 130,000 but 230,000 

lbs. or less  

Greater than 230,000 

lbs.  



Laredo International  

Bridge I  
No  No  No  

Laredo International  

Bridge II  
No  Yes  No  

Laredo Columbia 

Solidarity  

Bridge  

Yes  Yes  Yes  

Northwest 

International  

Bridge IV  

Yes  Yes  Yes  

  

No enforcement tolerance shall apply to this section.  

MAXIMUM BRIDGE WIDTH  

Bridge  Crossing oversize loads at the following bridges are allowed as follows:  

 
Width up to 16 

feet  

Width over 16 

feet  

Height up to  

14 feet 6 

inches  

Height over  

14 feet 6 inches  

Laredo International Bridge I  No  No  No  No  

Laredo International Bridge II  No  No  No  No  

Laredo Columbia Solidarity 

Bridge  
Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  

World Trade Bridge  Yes  

Yes  

17-foot 

maximum  

Yes  

Yes  

15-foot 

maximum  

  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98; Ord. No. 99-245, § 1, 8-23-99; Ord. No. 2001-O-003, § 1, 1-2-

01; Ord. No. 2001-O-277, § 1, 11-26-01; Ord. No. 2011-O-173, 12-5-11) 



Sec. 19-436. - Permit disapproval.  

(a)  The traffic manager or his/her designee shall disapprove an oversize or overweight permit for the 
following:  

(1)  The application and the accompanying information contains false fraudulent or misleading 
statements or facts;  

(2)  The applicant and the accompanying information does not satisfy the requirements of this 
division.  

(b)  The traffic manager or his/her designee may disapprove an oversize or overweight permit if the city 
streets, international bridges or any of their appurtenant structures cannot accommodate the 
transport.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98; Ord. No. 99-245, § 1, 8-23-99; Ord. No. 2011-O-173, 12-5-11) 

Sec. 19-437. - Permit duration.  

Overweight or oversize permits shall be valid for a single-trip or for a period of two (2) calendar days 
from the date of issuance to include the date of issuance, whichever is shorter.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98; Ord. No. 99-245, § 1, 8-23-99) 

Sec. 19-438. - Liability.  

The issuance of a permit for an oversize or overweight movement shall not be a guarantee by the 
city that the streets, roadways or bridges can safely accommodate such movement and the owner of any 
vehicle involved in any oversize or overweight movement, whether with or without permit, shall be strictly 
liable for any damage such movement shall cause the roadway system, the bridges or any of their 
structures or appurtenances.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98) 

Sec. 19-439. - Permit fees and maintenance fees.  

(a)  Oversize permit fees. The applicant for an oversize permit shall pay the following permit fees:  

Type  Size (in feet)  Fee  

Overheight  More than 14 and not over 17  $ 20.00  

Overheight  More than 17 and not over 20  30.00  

Overheight  More than 20  40.00  

Overwidth  More than 8½ and not over 14  20.00  

Overwidth  More than 14 and not over 20  30.00  



Overwidth  More than 20  40.00  

Overlength  More than 45/65 and not over 80  20.00  

Overlength  More than 80  40.00  

  

(b)  Overweight permit fees and maintenance fees. The applicant for an overweight permit shall pay the 
following permit fees and maintenance fees:  

Gross Weight  

in Pounds  

Street  

Maintenance  

Fee  

Permit  

Fee  
Total  

80,001—120,000  $  100.00  $  60.00  $ 160.00  

120,001—160,000    125.00     60.00    185.00  

160,001—200,000    150.00     60.00    210.00  

200,001 and above    175.00     60.00    235.00  

  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98; Ord. No. 99-245, § 1, 8-23-99; Ord. No. 2001-O-003, § 1, 1-2-

01; Ord. No. 2008-O-167, § 1, 8-25-08) 

Secs. 19-440—19-450. - Reserved. 

DIVISION 4. - OVERSIZE VEHICLE ESCORTS  

Sec. 19-451. - Definitions.  

For the purposes of this division only, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings 
respectively ascribed to them by this section:  

City manager shall mean the person appointed by the city council pursuant to the City Charter, or 
his/her authorized representative.  

Escort vehicle shall mean self-propelled, two-axles, passenger motor vehicles, used for an oversize 
vehicle escort.  

Oversize vehicle shall mean any vehicle, including any load, which is over the maximum width, 
length or height allowed by the division 3 of this article.  



Oversize vehicle escort shall mean using escort vehicle(s) to escort any oversize vehicle within the 
corporate city limits.  

Oversize vehicle escort service shall mean a service or business established, maintained, or 
operated for hire or otherwise that utilized oversize vehicle escort drivers to escort oversize vehicles 
within the corporate city limits.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98; Ord. No. 99-245, § 1, 8-23-99) 

Sec. 19-452. - Oversize vehicle escorts required.  

(a)  It shall be unlawful for any person to operate or cause to be operated on any city street or roadway 
an oversize vehicle without it being escorted by an oversize vehicle escort in accordance with the 
procedures and requirements established in this division.  

(b)  It shall be unlawful for any person to operate or cause to be operated an escort vehicle for the 
purpose of conducting an oversize vehicle escort not in accordance with the procedures and 
requirements established in this division.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98) 

Sec. 19-453. - Equipment required for escort vehicles.  

(a)  Lights. Escort vehicles shall have two (2) flashing amber lights or one (1) rotating amber beacon of 
not less than eight (8) inches in diameter fixed to the roof of the escort vehicle. The light shall be 
visible from all sides of the escort vehicle. No red lights shall be used on any escort vehicle.  

(b)  Signs. Escort vehicles shall display a sign on either the roof of the vehicle or the front and/or rear of 
the vehicle with the words "oversize load" or "wide load." The sign shall meet the following 
specifications:  

(1)  Size. At least five (5) feet but not more than seven (7) feet in length and at least twelve (12) 
inches but not more than eighteen (18) inches in height.  

(2)  Color. Yellow background with black lettering.  

(3)  Size of lettering. Eight (8) inches high with a brush stroke at least 1.41 inches wide.  

(4)  Visibility. The sign shall be visible from the front or rear of the vehicle while escorting the 
oversize vehicle. The sign shall not be used at any other time.  

(c)  Radio. Escort vehicles shall maintain two-way radio communications with the oversize vehicle and 
other escort vehicles involved with its movement as required by this division.  

(d)  Height pole required. Any oversize vehicle that exceeds seventeen (17) feet in height must have a 
front escort vehicle equipped with a height pole to accurately measure overhead obstructions.  

(e)  Vehicle identification. Escort vehicles shall clearly and legibly have painted or affixed by permanent 
decal in colors which contrast with the color of the door on the outside of both entrance doors of the 
vehicle in letters and numbers of at least three (3) inches in height and one-half (½) inch in width:  

(1)  The name of the oversize vehicle escort service holding the oversize vehicle escort service 
license as it appears on the license; and  

(2)  The oversize vehicle escort service license number.  

(f)  Flags. Orange flags shall be mounted on the front right and left bumper corners of the escort vehicle. 
Flags staffs shall be at least eighteen (18) inches and no less than twelve (12) inches in height.  

(g)  Noise. Sirens or other noise producing devices shall be prohibited.  



(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98; Ord. No. 99-245, § 1, 8-23-99) 

Sec. 19-454. - Escort vehicles restriction.  

A motorcycle, a motorized bicycle, motorized quadri-cycle or a sedan type vehicle shall not be used 
as an escort vehicle.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98; Ord. No. 99-245, § 1, 8-23-99) 

Sec. 19-455. - Type of escort required.  

The type of oversize vehicle escort required will depend upon the particular dimension of the 
oversize load or vehicle, the size of the oversize load or vehicle, and the type of street, roadway or 
highway that will be used by the oversize vehicle escort as follows:  

(1)  Width. If the size of the oversize load or vehicle is ten (10) feet and not over fourteen (14) feet, 
one (1) escort vehicle in the front is required for travel over all roads within the corporate city 
limits. If the size of the oversize load or vehicle is more than fourteen (14) feet, two (2) escort 
vehicles, one (1) in the front and one (1) in the rear, are required for travel over all roads within 
the corporate city limits. Oversize loads or vehicles exceeding twenty (20) feet in width must 
also have additional safety lights at the rear on opposite sides of the loads or vehicles.  

(2)  Height. If the size of the oversize load or vehicle is more than fourteen (14) feet and not over 
seventeen (17) feet, one escort vehicle in front is required for travel over all roads within the 
corporate city limits. If the size of the oversize load or vehicle is more than seventeen (17) feet 
in height, two (2) escort vehicles, one (1) in the front, and one (1) in the rear, are required for 
travel over all roads within the corporate city limits. The front escort vehicle must be equipped 
with a height pole to accurately measure overhead obstructions. Any oversize vehicle escort 
escorting the over height vehicle shall provide the necessary equipment needed to raise any 
overhead obstructions.  

(3)  Length. If the size of the oversize load or combination of vehicles as described in section 19-
429 is more than sixty-five (65) feet and not over one hundred (100) feet, one (1) escort vehicle 
in front is required for travel over all roads within the corporate city limits. If the size of the 
oversize load or combination of vehicle is more than one hundred (100) feet, two (2) escort 
vehicles, one (1) in the front, and one (1) in the rear, are required for travel over all roads within 
the corporate city limits.  

(4)  Oversize load sign. Overwide and overheight loads which only requires one (1) escort must 
have an oversize load sign attached to the rear of the escorted vehicle.  

(5)  Escort vehicle limitation. One (1) escort vehicle shall not escort more than two (2) vehicles at 
one (1) time.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98; Ord. No. 99-245, § 1, 8-23-99) 

Sec. 19-456. - Manner of travel.  

An oversize vehicle escort shall be conducted as close to the right edge of the roadway as practical, 
at a safe and prudent speed and according to the oversize vehicle permit. Oversize vehicle escort drivers 
shall obey all traffic laws while operating on a street, roadway, or highway.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98) 

Sec. 19-457. - Oversize vehicle escort service drivers.  



It shall be unlawful for any oversize vehicle escort service to cause or allow an escort vehicle to be 
driven by a driver who is less than twenty-one (21) years of age while conducting an oversize vehicle 
escort.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98; Ord. No. 99-245, § 1, 8-23-99) 

Sec. 19-458. - Movement restricted.  

(a)  Time. An oversize vehicle escort shall not be conducted on any street, roadway, or highway in the 
city between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. or between the hours of 5:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday.  

(b)  Visibility. The movement of any oversize vehicle is prohibited when visibility is reduced to less than 
two-tenths ( 2/10 ) of one (1) mile.  

(c)  Hazardous. The movement of an oversize vehicles is prohibited when the road surface is hazardous 
due to rain, ice, sleet, or snow, when street maintenance or construction prohibits movement, or 
when it is dark outside. Loads which movement begins prior to darkness shall be allowed to 
complete the movement to the final destination, when it is determined that returning such loads to 
their original location will be more hazardous.  

(d)  Exceptions. Oversize vehicles/loads which are en route to or returning from Columbia Bridge or 
Northwest International Bridge IV may use Mines Road to Milo Road to Loop 20 en route to Highway 
59 and Highway 359 during the movement restriction times stated in subsection (a) above.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98; Ord. No. 99-245, § 1, 8-23-99) 

Sec. 19-459. - Advertising restrictions.  

No owner, operator, employee, contractor agent or driver of an oversize vehicle escort service shall 
distribute, present or give away any cards, handbills or printed matter of any kind which bear the words 
"police," "official" or "officer" in conjunction with advertising an oversize vehicle escort service.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98) 

Sec. 19-460. - Oversize vehicle escort service license required.  

It shall be unlawful for any person or entity to operate an oversize vehicle escort service inside the 
city unless such person or entity has first obtained an oversize vehicle escort service license from the 
central permit office located at the city traffic department.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98) 

Sec. 19-461. - Oversize vehicle escort service license application.  

(a)  Submittal. Any person intending to own, control or operate an oversize vehicle escort service within 
the city may apply for an annual oversize vehicle escort service license by filing with the central 
permit office located at the city traffic department a written application duly signed and verified as 
follows:  

(1)  If the applicant is a person, the application shall be signed and verified by such person. If the 
applicant is a partnership, the application shall be signed by each partner. If the applicant is a 
corporation, the application shall be signed by the chief executive officer of such corporation.  

(b)  Contents. The application shall contain and have attached the following:  



(1)  Documentation of the form of business;  

(2)  Full name, age, residence of the applicant and shall specify the trade name and the address or 
location from which the business or service will operate and for which the license certificate is 
desired;  

(3)  Description of any past business experience of the applicant, particularly in providing oversize 
vehicle escorts, including identification and description of any revocation or suspension of a 
franchise or permit held by the applicant or business before the date of filing the application;  

(4)  Documentary evidence from an insurance company, authorized to do business in the State of 
Texas, indicating proof of insurance as required by this division;  

(5)  A signed indemnity agreement;  

(6)  Documentary evidence of payment of all ad valorem taxes levied by each local government on 
the personal and/or real property to be used in connection with the operation of the proposed 
oversize vehicle escort service;  

(7)  License fee in the amount of one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00);  

(8)  Number and description of the vehicle(s) the applicant proposes to use in the operation of the 
oversize vehicle escort service with a fee in the amount of fifty dollars ($50.00) for each vehicle.  

(9)  Any further facts as may be required by the traffic manager to show the good character, 
competency and integrity of each person so signing the application.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98; Ord. No. 99-245, § 1, 8-23-99; Ord. No. 2011-O-173, 12-5-11; 

Ord. No. 2012-O-142, § 1, 9-17-12) 

Sec. 19-462. - Investigations.  

The traffic manager or his/her designee is authorized in considering the application for an oversize 
vehicle escort service license to make such investigation as he/she may deem necessary, to determine 
the fitness of the applicant for such license.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98; Ord. No. 2011-O-173, 12-5-11) 

Sec. 19-463. - Factors to be considered.  

(a)  In approving or disapproving an oversize vehicle escort service license, the traffic manager or 
his/her authorized designee shall consider the following factors:  

(1)  Whether the applicant has been convicted of a felony;  

(2)  Upon renewal of the license, whether the applicant has violated any of the provisions of this 
division during the year next preceding the filing of this application;  

(3)  Whether the applicant has an adverse driving record;  

(4)  Whether the applicant has been convicted of narcotic law violations, offenses involving habitual 
or chronic use of alcohol;  

(5)  Whether the applicant has been convicted of other crimes involving moral turpitude and in the 
opinion of the city manager's authorized representative such record reflects such violations, 
then the application may be rejected; and  

(6)  Such other lawful matters considered pertinent and proper in arriving at a fair and lawful 
consideration with respect to such application for a license.  



(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98; Ord. No. 99-245, § 1, 8-23-99; Ord. No. 2011-O-173, 12-5-11) 

Sec. 19-464. - Insurance required for license.  

(a)  Policy required. Before an oversize vehicle escort service license may be approved or renewed, the 
applicant for such license shall file, with the traffic manager, the city secretary and risk management, 
and thereafter keep in full force and effect a policy of commercial general liability and property 
damage insurance, to be executed by an insurance company duly and legally authorized to do 
business in the state and performable in the county and completed by an agent authorized to bind 
the named underwriter(s) and their company to the coverage limits and termination provisions shown 
thereon, insuring the general public and the city against any loss or damage that may result to any 
person or property from the operation of such oversize vehicle escort.  

(b)  Terms of the policy. The liability and property insurance policy required in subsection (a) above shall 
as follows:  

(1)  Name the city and its officers, employees, agents and elected representatives as additional 
insureds with respect to the operations and activities of, or on behalf of the named insured 
performed under contract with the city, with the exception of the worker's compensation and 
employers' liability policy;  

(2)  Provide for an endorsement that the "other insurance" clause shall not apply to the City of 
Laredo where the city is an additional insured shown on the policy;  

(3)  Worker's compensation and employer's liability policy will provide a waiver of subrogation in 
favor of the city;  

(4)  Be noncancelable;  

(5)  Insure against any damage or loss resulting from the operation of such oversize vehicle escort 
service or the conduct of oversize vehicle escorts including damage or loss caused by the acts 
or omissions of each escort driver used by such oversize vehicle escort service licensed under 
this division;  

(6)  Have limits of not less than the following:  

a.  Worker's compensation/employee liability: Statutory/five hundred thousand dollars 
($500,000.00)/five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000.00)/five hundred thousand dollars 
($500,000.00).  

b.  Commercial general (public) liability: Combined single limit for bodily injury and property 
damage of one million dollars ($1,000,000.00) per occurrence or its equivalent.  

c.  Comprehensive auto liability: Combined single limit for bodily injury and property damage 
of one million dollars ($1,000,000.00) per occurrence or its equivalent.  

(7)  Be for the protection of the general public, the city, and the servants, agent and employees of 
the oversize vehicle escort service;  

(8)  Be for a period of at least one (1) year; and  

(9)  The date of such policy shall coincide with the date of the license issued under this article and 
shall contain a provision for a continuing liability thereon up to the full amount thereof, not 
withstanding any recovery thereon.  

(c)  Notice of insurance non-renewal. The oversize vehicle escort service shall notify the traffic manager, 
the city secretary and risk management in writing in the event any notice of cancellation, non-
renewal or material change, which notice must be accompanied by a replacement certificate of 
insurance.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98; Ord. No. 2011-O-173, 12-5-11) 



Sec. 19-465. - Oversize vehicle escort service insurance cancellation.  

(a)  Continued operation unlawful. It shall be unlawful for any oversize vehicle escort service, their 
employee or agent thereof, to continue to operate under the provisions of this division if the 
insurance required under this division is canceled, expired or otherwise not in effect throughout the 
term of the oversize vehicle escort service license.  

(b)  Permit void. If an oversize vehicle escort service licensee continues to operate without the 
insurance required under this division, licensee's oversize vehicle escort license shall be immediately 
void upon such operation.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98) 

Sec. 19-466. - Indemnity agreement required for license.  

Before any such oversize vehicle escort service license is approved or renewed, the applicant for 
such license shall agree to indemnify, hold harmless, and defend the city against any losses or claims 
arising out of the operation of such oversize vehicle escort service in an agreement provided by the traffic 
department.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98) 

Sec. 19-467. - License balance.  

(a)  Authority. Upon receipt of a fully completed application, the traffic manager or his/her designee is 
authorized to approve or disapprove the issuance of a oversize vehicle escort service license.  

(b)  Duration. Any license approved pursuant to this division shall be valid for one (1) year from the date 
of approval or rental, whichever the case shall be.  

(c)  Nontransferable. Any license approved pursuant to this division shall not be transferable from the 
person to whom it is issued to another person.  

(d)  No vested rights. No license approved pursuant to this division shall be declared to grant a vested 
or property right.  

(e)  Conditional. All licenses approved pursuant to this division shall remain subject to the terms and 
provisions of this division as amended.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98; Ord. No. 2011-O-173, 12-5-11) 

Sec. 19-468. - Posting and carrying license.  

Immediately upon the receipt of the oversize vehicle escort service license issued by the city under 
this division, the licensee named therein shall cause such license to be posted and at all times displayed 
in a conspicuous place in the office or location given as the business address in the application and shall 
place copies of such license in each escort vehicle to be operated when conducting oversize vehicle 
escorts. It shall be unlawful to alter, deface or destroy such license.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98) 

Sec. 19-469. - Denial.  



If, in the traffic manager's or his/her designee's opinion, an applicant for an oversize vehicle escort 
service license is unfit to conduct oversize vehicle escorts on the streets of the city, the traffic manager or 
his/her designee shall refuse such permit, in writing.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98; Ord. No. 2011-O-173, 12-5-11) 

Sec. 19-470. - Citizen complaints notification.  

All licensed oversize vehicle escort services shall notify consumers and service recipients of the 
name, mailing address, and telephone number of the central permitting office at the traffic department for 
purposes of directing complaints to the city. The oversize vehicle escort service may use a sticker or 
rubber stamp to convey the required information. The notification shall be included on:  

(1)  Any written oversize vehicle escort service receipt;  

(2)  A sign prominently displayed at the oversize vehicle escort service's place of payment; and  

(3)  Any bill for the oversize vehicle escort.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98) 

Sec. 19-471. - Authority to revoke.  

(a)  The traffic manager shall have the authority to revoke for cause any oversize vehicle escort service 
license.  

(b)  If such license is revoked, the traffic manager shall give notice in writing to the licensee that the 
license or permit has been revoked and serve such notice on the applicant.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98; Ord. No. 2011-O-173, 12-5-11) 

Sec. 19-472. - Cause for revocation and suspension.  

The following acts or omission, among others, are declared to be cause for suspension or revocation 
of an oversize vehicle escort service license, but such enumeration shall not be deemed to be exclusive:  

(1)  The city manager's authorized representative shall suspend a license if it is determined that the 
licensee has:  

a.  If the oversize vehicle escort service licensee is not conducting oversize vehicle escorts or 
maintaining the requirements of this division in accordance with the laws of the state or this 
chapter;  

b.  If an investigation reveals that the licensee gave false or incorrect information on his/her 
application, and that any fact concerning the applicant was not disclosed at the time of 
application and such fact would have constituted just cause for refusal to issue such 
license;  

c.  Failed to comply with a correction order issued to the licensee by the city manager, within 
the time specified in the order;  

d.  Intentionally interferes with the city manager or other law enforcement agency in the 
enforcement of any city ordinance, state, or federal law;  

e.  Hires a driver who does not possess a city escort vehicle driver license;  

f.  Hires a driver who is not twenty-one (21) years of age;  

g.  Substantially breached the terms of the license; or  



h.  Failed to pay city or county ad valorem taxes, when due, on any personal property or real 
property of the licensee used directly or indirectly in connection with the oversize vehicle 
escort service.  

(2)  The licensee will be notified in writing by certified mail of the date, time and location of the 
hearing to determine what action will be taken if any, based on the alleged violation. Licensee's 
guilty of any of the above mentioned violations may be suspended from one (1) to ninety (90) 
days.  

(3)  Upon suspension of a license the licensee has the right to appeal the suspension to the city 
manager in writing within ten (10) days. The city manager shall conduct a hearing to determine 
if the suspension is appropriate. The city manager may, as determined appropriate, reinstate 
the license or deny reinstatement.  

(4)  A suspension of a license shall not affect the expiration date of the license.  

(5)  The city manager shall revoke a license if it is determined that the licensee has:  

a.  Been convicted for violation of another city, state or federal law, which violation reflects 
unfavorably on the fitness of the licensee to perform a public oversize escort service;  

b.  The licensee fails to pay an annual fee when it is due;  

c.  The licensee fails to maintain required insurance coverage throughout the life of the 
license; or  

d.  The licensee fails to give overall service to the public, unless providing such service is in 
violation of this chapter or any other regulations or laws.  

(6)  Upon revocation of a license, the licensee has the right to appeal the revocation to the 
transportation and traffic safety advisory committee in writing within ten (10) days. The city 
manager shall submit the licensee's appeal and supporting facts to the transportation and traffic 
safety advisory committee. The transportation and traffic safety advisory committee may, as it 
determines appropriate, reinstate the license or deny reinstatement.  

(7)  Upon revocation of a license, the licensee shall be ineligible for a new license for a period of 
two (2) years.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98; Ord. No. 99-245, § 1, 8-23-99) 

Sec. 19-473. - Appeal.  

(a)  If a oversize vehicle escort service license is refused or revoked, the applicant may, within ten (10) 
days from the date such refusal or revocation is given to the applicant, file a written appeal to the city 
manager who shall, within thirty (30) days decide whether or not such license or permit shall be 
granted or reinstated and such action as the city manager may take shall be final.  

(b)  If such appeal is from a revocation, the appeal shall operate a stay or postponement of the 
revocation of the license or permit issued until such time as the city manager shall make a final 
determination.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98) 

Sec. 19-474. - Return of license.  

Every license issued pursuant to this division shall be surrendered to the traffic manager within 
seventy-two (72) hours after its terms shall have expired or after notice in writing to the holder that such 
license or permit has been revoked.  



(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98; Ord. No. 2011-O-173, 12-5-11) 

Sec. 19-475. - Applicability.  

(a)  Law enforcement. Nothing contained in this division shall be construed to require licensing of or to 
prohibit regularly employed officers or deputies of the state department of public safety, the county 
sheriff, or the police department from escorting overheight, overlength, or overwidth vehicles or loads 
upon the streets, roadways, and highways within the city limits when assigned as an official duty by 
their respective departments.  

(b)  Through oversize vehicle escorts from out of town. This division shall not apply to an oversize 
vehicle escort service conducting an oversize vehicle escort coming from out of the city limits and on 
a direct course through the city on a state or federal highway or interstate.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98) 

Sec. 19-476. - No civil immunity conferred.  

No person conducting a oversize vehicle escort shall, by virtue of any license issued under this 
division or pursuant to state law be deemed to be an officer, agent, employee or representative of the city 
while engaging in any activity of any character whatsoever undertaken for private hire, profit, or reward, or 
while performing any act done in the course of his own business or affairs or while performing any act 
done or undertaken in connection with or in furtherance of, any private employment, business or 
undertaking for which such person is hired or engaged. Any such license or permit shall not he construed 
to confer upon the holders any privilege or immunity.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98) 

Sec. 19-477. - Escort vehicles driver's license—Application.  

Any individual proposing to drive an escort vehicle shall apply, before driving or accepting 
employment to drive an escort vehicle, for a city escort vehicle driver's license to the city manager, in 
writing on forms provided by the city manager. The city's escort vehicle driver's license shall be issued to 
all drivers fulfilling the requirements of this article. Each applicant shall first pay fifty dollars ($50.00) for 
the cost of the services necessary to procure the driver's license. Every applicant shall furnish under oath 
the following information:  

(1)  Name and date of birth.  

(2)  Address and telephone number where the applicant can be contacted.  

(3)  Name and business address of the oversize vehicle escort service licensee to whom the 
applicant for registration intends to apply for employment as an escort vehicle driver.  

(4)  Height, weight, sex, color of eyes, complexion, color of hair, body and facial marks and other 
physical characteristics useful in identifying the applicant or distinguishing the applicant from 
other persons.  

(5)  Number and date of any previous issuance of an escort vehicle driver's license to the applicant.  

(6)  A form entitled "Request for Information for Texas Driver's Licensing Records" and as part of 
the application, pay the required fee therefor and submit such application to the Texas 
Department of Public Safety with a notation that the information is to be mailed to the city 
manager. An escort vehicle driver's operator's license application shall be subject to rejection if 
the information received from the Texas Department of Public Safety discloses that the 
applicant's record should disqualify the applicant from receiving an escort vehicle driver's 
license.  



(Ord. No. 99-245, § 1, 8-23-99; Ord. No. 2012-O-142, § 1, 9-17-12) 

Sec. 19-477.1. - Same—Investigation.  

The city manager shall make or cause to be made an investigation of the character, experience and 
qualifications of the applicant and shall determine whether or not the applicant is fit and qualified to 
operate an escort vehicle in a manner consistent with the welfare of the public and shall act thereon 
within thirty (30) days. In determining whether the license should be granted or rejected, the city manager 
shall consider, among other factors, any record of driving violations, to include felony driving violations 
and any record of the applicant committing sex offenses, narcotic law violations, liquor law violations, 
offenses involving habitual or chronic use of alcohol or other crimes involving moral turpitude and if in the 
opinion of the city manager's authorized representative such record reflects such violations, then the 
application may be rejected. The applicant may appeal such decision to the city manager by giving written 
notice of appeal to the city secretary within ten (10) days from the date of rejection by the city manager's 
authorized representative.  

(Ord. No. 99-245, § 1, 8-23-99) 

Sec. 19-477.2. - Same—Term and renewal.  

A city escort vehicle driver's license shall remain in effect for twelve (12) months after the date of 
issuance unless earlier suspended or revoked. The license may be renewed upon application, 
accompanied by a renewal charge of fifty dollars ($50.00) unless the original license was revoked for 
good cause or expired for failure to renew prior to expiration.  

(Ord. No. 99-245, § 1, 8-23-99; Ord. No. 2012-O-142, § 1, 9-17-12) 

Sec. 19-477.3. - Same—Expiration and voidance.  

A city escort vehicle driver's license expires on the date the licensee's state driver's license is 
suspended or revoked by the state. A licensee shall notify the city manager and the holder for whom the 
driver drives within three (3) days of a suspension or revocation of the driver's license by the state and 
shall immediately surrender the escort vehicle driver's license to the city manager.  

(Ord. No. 99-245, § 1, 8-23-99) 

Sec. 19-477.4. - Same—To be displayed.  

While on duty as a driver, every driver shall attach the city escort vehicle driver's license to the 
driver's shirt, blouse, or coat for easy identification by oversize vehicle clients, city manager's authorized 
representatives or law enforcement officers.  

(Ord. No. 99-245, § 1, 8-23-99) 

Sec. 19-477.5. - Same—License file to be kept.  

A city escort vehicle driver's license file shall be maintained containing all information furnished by 
the applicant under this division and all other facts and data determined by the investigation by the police 
department, including, without limitation, personal history, criminal record, character, experience, 
qualifications and such other matters considered by the city manager to be consistent with and pertinent 
to showing whether the registered driver is a fit and proper person to drive and operate an escort vehicle.  



(Ord. No. 99-245, § 1, 8-23-99) 

Sec. 19-477.6. - Same—License, who may examine.  

The license file of any escort vehicle driver may be inspected by such driver at all reasonable times 
and may be examined by any licensee upon showing that the registered driver had applied to the licensee 
for employment or is employed as a driver. Every applicant for a license as an escort vehicle driver under 
provisions of this division shall execute an agreement and waiver, in writing, at the time of filing the 
application by which the applicant authorizes the city manager or any designated person or persons, to 
permit a licensee to make such examination in good faith to determine whether, in the judgment of the 
prospective employer, the registered driver should be employed to drive escort vehicles in the city.  

(Ord. No. 99-245, § 1, 8-23-99) 

Sec. 19-477.7. - Same—Driver lists to be maintained.  

Each licensee shall furnish to the city manager, at the time of application for renewal of an annual 
license a list of all drivers. Such a list shall be kept current at all times by the licensee by monthly 
informing the city manager, in writing, of any new driver, and any driver whose employment has been 
terminated.  

(Ord. No. 99-245, § 1, 8-23-99) 

Sec. 19-478. - Same—Suspension and revocation of license.  

The following shall apply to the suspension or revocation of an escort vehicle driver's license:  

(1)  The city manager's authorized representative shall suspend a license in accordance with the 
following table:  

Offense  
Violation  

Category  

  

a.  Intentionally interferes with the city manager or other law enforcement agency in the 
enforcement of any city ordinance, state or federal law ..... Major  

b.  The driver's Texas driver's license is suspended ..... Major  

c.  The driver receives two (2) citations for violations pertaining to this ordinance or other traffic 
violations, in one (1) calendar year ..... Major  

d.  The driver consumes alcoholic beverages while on duty ..... Major  

e.  The driver forged or is in the possession of a forged, altered or counterfeit escort vehicle 
license ..... Major  

f.  The driver operates an escort vehicle without proof of insurance ..... Major  

g.  The driver fails to conduct himself or herself in a safe and prudent manner where the driver 
endangers the safety and welfare of others ..... Major  

h.  The driver operates an escort vehicle without a city escort vehicle license in the driver's 
possession ..... Minor  



(2)  Drivers guilty of a major violation may be suspended from forty-five (45) to ninety (90) days. 
Drivers guilty of a minor violation may be suspended from one (1) to forty-five (45) days.  

(3)  Suspensions are administrative in nature and may be issued in conjunction with written 
citations.  

(4)  The city manager's authorized representative shall revoke a license if it is determined that the 
driver has:  

a.  The driver's Texas driver's license is revoked.  

b.  The driver receives three (3) citations for violations pertaining to this chapter or other traffic 
violations within one (1) calendar year.  

c.  The driver is convicted of operating a vehicle while under the influence of alcohol.  

d.  The driver is convicted of operating a vehicle while under the influence of drugs.  

e.  The driver has been convicted of a violation of another city, state, or federal law, which 
violation reflects unfavorably on the fitness of the driver to perform a public oversize 
vehicle escort service.  

f.  The driver operates an escort vehicle while under a suspension for a previous violation.  

(5)  The driver will be notified in writing by certified mail of the date, time and location of the hearing 
to determine the suspension or revocation of the escort vehicle license.  

(6)  Upon revocation of a license the driver shall be ineligible for a new license for a period of two 
(2) years.  

(7)  After suspension or revocation of a license the driver may file with the city secretary a written 
appeal within ten (10) days to the city manager for reinstatement of the license. The city 
manager may as determined appropriate, reinstate the license or deny reinstatement.  

(Ord. No. 99-245, § 1, 8-23-99) 

Sec. 19-479. - Same—Appearance of drivers.  

It shall be the responsibility of every licensee to require drivers of such escort vehicles to be neat and 
clean in appearance while on duty. Employees of an oversize vehicle escort service shall not wear any 
uniform or any item identifying them as a law enforcement officer. Drivers shall wear reflective vest in the 
event they dismount their vehicles while conducting escorts.  

(Ord. No. 99-245, § 1, 8-23-99) 

Sec. 19-480. - Same—Records and reports by holder.  

Each licensee shall maintain at a single location records of its oversize vehicle escort business and 
operations meeting the following requirements:  

(1)  Accurate records and receipts from operations and other operating information as may be 
required by the city manager shall be maintained at a place readily accessible for examination 
at all reasonable times by the city manager.  

(2)  Every holder shall submit to the city manager a report of statistics of operations for each year, 
in accordance with the uniform system prescribed by the city manager, not later than the 
thirtieth day of the month next following the close of each year's operations, provided, that the 
city manager may permit such reports to be made on the basis of fiscal or calendar year.  

(3)  Each holder shall submit to the city manager such additional reports from time to time as the 
city manager determines necessary to evaluate the licensee's operations.  



(4)  Every licensee shall submit to the city manager reports on all accidents occurring inside or 
outside the city arising from or in connection with the operation of escort vehicles which result in 
death or injury to any person or in damage to any vehicle or any other property exceeding the 
sum of two hundred dollars ($200.00) within twenty-four (24) hours from the time of such 
occurrence on a form prescribed by the city manager.  

(5)  Every licensee shall keep complete records of all automotive and other equipment, employees, 
including drivers, and insurance policies.  

(6)  Every licensee shall maintain a physical United States business address with phone service 
and fax service.  

(Ord. No. 99-245, § 1, 8-23-99) 

Sec. 19-480.1. - Same—Vehicles requirements and inspections.  

(a)  The city shall, through regulation, establish requirements for size, age, condition and accessories of 
oversize escort vehicles used by a licensee.  

(b)  The city shall inspect each escort vehicle before it is placed in service and at other times when 
determined to be necessary for compliance with this article. No escort vehicle shall be operated 
which does not comply with all of the following standards and requirements:  

(1)  Meet minimum state safety standards and have a current state inspection sticker.  

(2)  Each vehicle shall be equipped with a one-quart chemical type fire extinguisher mounted in the 
front seat area with reach of the driver.  

(3)  Each vehicle shall be mechanically sound, free of any oil or fluid leaks from the engine, 
transmission or brakes. The vehicle's exhaust system shall be free of holes, excessive noise or 
emission of excessive fumes.  

(4)  Each vehicle shall be equipped with a spare tire, jack and lug nut wrench.  

(5)  Escort vehicles shall not be older than fifteen (15) years. If a licensee fails to make an escort 
vehicle available for inspection or if the city determines that an escort vehicle is not in 
compliance, the city manager may order the escort vehicle removed from service until it is made 
available for inspection and brought into compliance.  

(6)  Annual inspection fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) for each vehicle and fifty dollars ($50.00) for each 
re-inspection.  

(Ord. No. 99-245, § 1, 8-23-99; Ord. No. 2012-O-142, § 1, 9-17-12) 

DIVISION 5. - TRUCK STOPPING, STANDING AND PARKING  

Sec. 19-481. - Truck parking on residential street and private property unlawful.  

It shall be unlawful for any person owning or having control of any truck to stop, stand or park the 
same on any public street adjacent to a residential lot which is zoned R-1, R-1A, RS or R-1MH single-
family residential zoning district or on such zoned residential lot.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98)  

Land Development Code Reference— Laredo Land Development Code § 24.65.0 (1995). 

Sec. 19-482. - Trailer parking on streets unlawful.  



It shall be unlawful for any person owning or having control of any trailer, semitrailer, pole trailer or 
house trailer to stop, stand or park the same upon a street in the city, unless the same is attached to a 
motor vehicle capable of moving such trailer which is stopped, standing or parked lawfully.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98) 

Sec. 19-483. - Truck parking near school prohibited.  

It shall be unlawful for any person owning or having control of any truck to park the same, or to stop 
or stand the same for the purpose of taking on or discharging passengers (notwithstanding where defined 
elsewhere) upon any street at a location that is within two hundred and fifty (250) feet of the property line 
of any public or private school in the city.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98) 

Sec. 19-484. - Exceptions—Loading/unloading and certain vehicles.  

(a)  The provisions of sections 19-481 through 19-483 shall not be deemed unlawful if such stopping, 
standing or parking of any truck or trailer on any street or private property is for the purpose of the 
actual loading and unloading of goods, wares, and merchandise when such vehicle is accompanied 
by a driver or for the purpose of loading and unloading personal or household goods when moving; 
and provided further, "loading" and "unloading" as used in this section shall be limited to the actual 
time necessarily consumed in such operation.  

(b)  The provisions of sections 19-481 through 19-484 shall not be deemed unlawful if such stopping 
standing or parking on any street or private property is done by the following:  

(1)  Street construction equipment, maintenance and repair equipment or trucks, rollers or 
implements, equipment trailers or vehicles used by public service utilities when used, or 
intended for use, in the general vicinity;  

(2)  Police or fire emergency vehicles;  

(3)  When necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic, or in compliance with law or the direction of 
a police officer or official traffic-control device;  

(4)  Motor buses when taking on or discharging passengers at customary bus stops; or  

(5)  Vehicles with mechanical defects during the time it takes to make emergency repairs not to 
exceed five (5) days.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98) 

Sec. 19-485. - Truck loading/unloading in Central Business District.  

It shall be unlawful for drivers of trucks to make deliveries of merchandise or materials or to pick up 
and receive merchandise or materials within the Central Business District of the city as herein defined 
during the following hours: From 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98) 

Sec. 19-486. - Owner and operator responsible for illegal parking.  



It shall be unlawful for any person, having registered in his name or owning or operating or having 
charge of any vehicle, knowingly to allow or suffer or permit the same to stop, stand or be parked in any 
street in the city in violation of any of the provisions of this division.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98) 

Sec. 19-487. - Presumption that owner illegally parked vehicle.  

In the prosecution charging a violation of a section of this division governing the stopping, standing 
or parking of a vehicle, proof that the particular vehicle described in the complaint was parked in violation 
of any such section, together with proof that the defendant named in the complaint was, at the time of 
such stopping, standing or parking, the registered owner of such vehicle, shall constitute in evidence a 
prima facie presumption that the registered owner of such vehicle was the person who parked or placed 
such vehicle at the point where, and for the time during which, such violation occurred.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98) 

Sec. 19-488. - No limiting effect.  

This division is in addition to all other ordinances regulating the stopping, standing and parking of 
vehicles and it shall not be interpreted to have any limiting effect on the enforceability of other such laws.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98) 

Sec. 19-489. - Controlled access parking lots.  

The city bridge department will be the authority in charge of applying the ordinances and regulations 
governing controlled access export lot parking operations at the Colombia Solidarity Bridge. The Laredo 
Bridge System shall have the authority to manage, operate and maintain the export lot parking facilities 
and enforce the parking rates, parking time limits and to cite and/or remove or tow away tractors, trailers, 
tractors with trailers, and any other vehicles in violation of those provisions in the event that tractors, 
trailers, tractors with trailers, or any other vehicle is parked in violation.  

(Ord. No. 2002-O-052, § 1, 3-25-02) 

Sec. 19-490. - Controlled access parking lot rates and hours of operation.  

(a)  The rate for tractors, trailers, tractors with trailers, or any other type of vehicles that utilize the 
Colombia Solidarity Bridge export lot shall be fifteen dollars ($15.00) per parking space for twenty-
four-hour period or part thereof.  

(b)  Tractors, trailers, tractors with trailers, or any other vehicle requesting to utilize the Colombia 
Solidarity Bridge export lot will be allowed to park at this location. No loading or unloading of cargo 
will be permitted at the Colombia Solidarity Bridge export lot.  

(c)  The Colombia Solidarity Bridge export lot parking shall be operated from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 
midnight, three hundred sixty-five (365) days a year.  

(Ord. No. 2002-O-052, § 1, 3-25-02) 

Secs. 19-481—19-500. - Reserved. 



DIVISION 6. - TRUCK EQUIPMENT, MARKINGS AND INSURANCE  

Sec. 19-501. - Federal safety regulations regarding equipment adopted.  

(a)  Adoption. The following parts of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations, 49 CFR, are hereby 
adopted by reference to the same extent as they are adopted in the T.A.C., tit. 37, pt. I, ch. 3, § 3.62, 
as adopted by the state department of public safety, as if set forth in full herein, including 
amendments and interpretations thereto:  

(1)  Part 390—General;  

(2)  Part 393—Parts and Accessories Necessary for Safe Operation; and  

(3)  Part 396—Inspection, Repair, and Maintenance.  

(b)  Enforcement. Only peace officers who are certified by the state department of public safety have 
authority to enforce the regulations herein adopted in this section.  

(c)  Conflicts. Notwithstanding any other provision in this chapter, whenever any provision of the Federal 
Motor Carriers Safety Regulations as adopted in this section directly conflict with any provision in this 
chapter, the federal regulations as adopted by the state shall control, except to the extent where 
more stringent local regulations are allowed by law.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98)  

State Law reference— V.T.C.A., Transportation Code §§ 549.001—549.404. 37 T.A.C. 3.62; 

Vernon's Ann. Civ. St. art. 6675d.  

Federal Law Reference— Federal Motor Carriers Safety Regulations, 49 CFR Parts 390, 393, 

396 (1997). 

Sec. 19-502. - Identification markings on motor carriers.  

(a)  Definitions. The following definitions shall apply to this section only:  

Motor vehicle means any truck, van trailers, semitrailers, house trailers, and/or any combination 
vehicle designed or operated for the transportation of property.  

Motor carrier means any common carrier, specialized carrier, or contract carrier of property or 
passengers by motor vehicle or any private carrier of property by motor vehicle. Motor carrier includes 
any employee, owner, lessee or officer acting for or on behalf of a motor carrier.  

Domiciled or domiciliary means a motor carrier which is either a resident of the City of Laredo or has 
a place of business in the City of Laredo, and whose motor vehicle is used only within the City of Laredo 
and its extraterritorial jurisdiction and/or between the former and the City of Nuevo Laredo.  

(b)  Markings required. A motor vehicle operated by a domiciliary motor carrier shall have identifying 
markings on each side of the power unit; and the identifying markings must:  

(1)  Be in clearly legible letters or numbers that are not less than two (2) inches in height; and  

(2)  Show the name of the owner or lessee of the vehicle, the address of the owner or lessee, and 
the telephone number of the owner or lessee.  

(c)  Offenses. A person commits an offense if the person operates or causes or permits to be operated 
on a street, road or highway within the city limits a motor vehicle as defined herein which does not 
comply with the requirements of subsection (b) above.  

(d)  Class of offense. An offense under this section is a class C misdemeanor.  



(e)  Defense to prosecution. It shall be a defense to prosecution for an offense under this section that 
the owner, operator or lessee comes within the terms of any of the provisions set forth in V.T.C.A., 
Transportation Code § 642.003.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98)  

State Law reference— V.T.C.A., Transportation Code § 2.001-642.003. 

Sec. 19-503. - Liability insurance requirement for motor carriers.  

(a)  Definitions. The following definitions shall apply to this section only:  

Domiciled or domiciliary means a motor carrier which is not registered with the interstate commerce 
commission or with the railroad commission of Texas and which is either a resident of the city or has a 
place of business in the city, and whose motor vehicle or vehicles is or are used only within the city and 
its extraterritorial jurisdiction and/or is used only between the City of Laredo and the City of Nuevo 
Laredo.  

Gross vehicle weight means the actual weight of the vehicle fully equipped with body, and other 
equipment, as certified by any official public weigher or any license and weight inspector of the state 
department of highways and public transportation, plus its net carrying capacity.  

Motor carrier means any common carrier, specialized carrier or contract carrier of goods by motor 
vehicle or any private carrier of goods by motor vehicle. Motor carrier includes any owner, lessee, 
employee or other person acting for or on behalf of a motor carrier.  

Motor vehicle means any and all truck tractors, van trailers, semi-trailers, house trailers and/or any 
combination vehicle designed or operated for the transportation of goods.  

(b)  A motor carrier shall at all times have insurance on each vehicle owned, leased or otherwise used 
by it, in the following amounts of coverage:  

(1)  If the gross vehicle weight of the motor vehicle is between twenty-six thousand one (26,001) 
and forty-eight thousand (48,000) pounds the required insurance shall be twenty thousand 
dollars ($20,000.00) (injury or death of one (1) person), forty thousand dollars ($40,000.00) 
(maximum for injury and/or death arising from one (1) accident) and fifteen thousand dollars 
($15,000.00) (property damage).  

(2)  If the gross vehicle weight of the motor vehicle is greater than forty-eight thousand (48,000) 
pounds, the required insurance shall be five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000.00) combined 
single limit for bodily injuries to or death of all persons injured or killed in any accident, and loss 
or damage in any one (1) accident to the property of others.  

(c)  A person commits an offense under this section if he operates or causes or permits to be operated 
on a street, road or highway within the city limits a motor vehicle as defined herein which does not 
have insurance as required by subsection (b) of this section.  

(d)  Every officer, agent, servant or employee of a domiciliary motor carrier as defined herein who 
violates or fails to comply with or aids or abets in the violation of this article shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five 
dollars ($25.00) nor more than two hundred dollars ($200.00).  

(e)  In the event of any future increases in the minimum liability insurance coverage requirements for 
such vehicles by the state, the city reserves its right to adjust its minimum required liability insurance 
coverage amounts accordingly.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98)  

State Law reference— V.T.C.A., Transportation Code § 601.072. 



Sec. 19-504. - Tire equipment of truck or trailer; offense.  

A person commits an offense if the person operates or permits to be operated on a city street a 
truck, trailer, semitrailer, pole trailer or house trailer equipped with:  

(1)  Solid rubber tires less than one inch in thickness at any point from the surface of the rim; or  

(2)  Pneumatic tires, one or more of which has been removed.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98)  

State Law reference— V.T.C.A., Transportation Code § 727.003. 

Secs. 19-505—19-510. - Reserved. 

DIVISION 7. - OPERATION  

Sec. 19-511. - Federal safety regulations regarding drivers and vehicle operations adopted.  

(a)  Adoption. The following parts of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations, 49 CFR, are hereby 
adopted by reference to the same extent as they are adopted in the T.A.C., tit. 37, pt. I, ch. 3, § 3.62, 
as adopted by the state department of public safety, as if set forth in full herein, including 
amendments and interpretations thereto:  

(1)  Part 391—Qualifications of Drivers.  

(2)  Part 392—Driving of Motor Vehicle.  

(3)  Part 395—Hours of Service of Drivers.  

(4)  Part 397—Transportation of Hazardous Materials; Driving and Parking Rules.  

(b)  Enforcement. Only peace officers who are certified by the state department of public safety have 
authority to enforce the regulations herein adopted in this section.  

(c)  Conflicts. Notwithstanding any other provision in this chapter, whenever any provision of the Federal 
Motor Carriers Safety Regulations as adopted in this section directly conflicts with any provision in 
this chapter, the federal regulations as adopted by the state shall control, except to the extent where 
more stringent local regulations are allowed by law.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98)  

State Law reference— V.T.C.A., Transportation Code §§ 549.001—549.404; 37 T.A.C. 3.62; 

Vernon's Ann. Civ. St. art. 6675d.  

Federal Law Reference— Federal Motor Carriers Safety Regulations, 49 CFR Parts 391, 392, 

395, 397 (1997). 

Sec. 19-512. - Reserved. 

Sec. 19-513. - Transportation of loose material.  

(a)  Definitions. The following definitions shall apply to this section only:  

Load means a load of loose material.  



Loose material means material that can be blown or spilled from a vehicle because of movement or 
exposure to air, wind currents, or other weather. The term includes dirt, sand, gravel, and wood chips but 
excludes an agricultural product in its natural state.  

(b)  Applicability. This section shall apply to any motor vehicle, truck, trailer or semitrailer operated on 
any street in the city except a vehicle or construction or mining equipment that is:  

(1)  Moving between construction barricades on a public works project;  

(2)  Crossing a public highway.  

(c)  Deemed unlawful. It shall be unlawful for the operator of a motor vehicle, truck, trailer or semitrailers 
or person causing such operation to transport loose materials across any street within the city in 
violations of the requirements of this section.  

(d)  Requirements.  

(1)  A vehicle subject to this chapter shall be equipped and maintained as required by this section 
to prevent loose material from escaping by blowing or spilling.  

(2)  A vehicle bed carrying a load:  

a.  May not have a hole, crack, or other opening through which loose material can escape; 
and  

b.  Shall be enclosed:  

1.  On both sides by side panels;  

2.  On the front by a panel or the vehicle cab; and  

3.  On the rear by a tailgate or panel.  

(3)  The load shall be covered and the covering firmly secured at the front and back, unless the 
load:  

a.  Is completely enclosed by the load-carrying compartment; or  

b.  Does not blow or spill over the top of the load-carrying compartment.  

(4)  The tailgate of the vehicle shall be securely closed to prevent spillage during transportation.  

(5)  Loose material that is spilled because of loading on a vehicle part that does not carry the load 
shall be removed before the vehicle is operated on any street within the city.  

(6)  After the vehicle is unloaded and before the vehicle is operated on a public highway, residue of 
transported loose material on a vehicle part that does not carry the load shall be removed from 
the vehicle part.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98)  

State Law reference— V.T.C.A., Transportation Code §§ 725.001—725.022. 

Secs. 19-514—19-520. - Reserved. 

DIVISION 8. - FINES AND PENALTIES  

Sec. 19-521. - Minimum fines for truck stopping, standing and parking.  

Notwithstanding the minimum penalty for a no parking violation stated in section 19-355, in the event 
that a truck is parked in violation of the provisions of division 5 of this article, the person owning or having 
control of the same shall pay a minimum fine of at least fifty dollars ($50.00), but no more than two 
hundred dollars ($200.00).  



(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98) 

Sec. 19-522. - Delinquent truck lists.  

The administrator shall be responsible for creating and maintaining a separate delinquent truck list 
for all trucks and their owners concerning violations of the provisions of division 5 of this article pursuant 
to the requirements of sections 19-375 through 19-381 which regulates the booting and impoundment of 
vehicles.  

(Ord. No. 98-060, § 1, 4-27-98) 

Secs. 19-523—19-540. - Reserved. 

ARTICLE XII. - TRANSIT SYSTEM 

DIVISION 1. - RESERVED[9]  

 

Footnotes:  

--- (9) ---  

Editor's note— Ord. No. 2007-129, § 1, repealed div. 1, which pertained to transit committee and derived 
from Ord. No. 2004-O-059, § 1, adopted March 29, 2004.  

Secs. 19-541—19-560. - Reserved. 

DIVISION 2. - CHARTER SERVICE  

Sec. 19-561. - Coach, van and trolley rate.  

The charter rate for coaches, vans and trolleys shall be one hundred dollars ($100.00) per hour, with 
a two-hour minimum charge. Charges are in one-half hour increments thereafter.  

(Ord. No. 91-186, § 1, 8-19-91; Ord. No. 96-061, § 1, 5-6-96) 

Sec. 19-562. - Bus service rate.  

(a)  An amendment [shall be made] to the bus charter service rates charged by El Metro, to be effective 
as of each fiscal year (October 1), to be based on the budgeted operating cost per hour, increased 
by twenty-five (25) percent to provide for depreciation expense; that this amount shall be referred to 
as the "base rate." Currently (fiscal year 1999—2000), the base rate shall be sixty dollars forty-nine 
cents ($60.49) per hour. For each vehicle chartered, a two-hour minimum shall apply; time 
chargeable for charters is measured from the time the vehicle leaves the transit garage, to the time 
the vehicle returns to the garage; and this action shall allow the transit system to recover the costs of 
providing charter services.  

(b)  Persons or entities not qualifying for the base rate or a reduced rate shall be charged one hundred 
fifty (150) percent of the base rate. Organizations organized under 501(c)(3), 501(c)(4) and 501(c)(6) 
of the Internal Revenue Code shall be charged the base rate. City departments, other local, state 
and federal government bodies, school districts, colleges and universities shall be charged the base 
rate. Current city employees and current El Metro employees shall be charged at the base rate. 



Conventions and events promoted and underwritten through the city convention and visitor's bureau 
shall be charged the base rate.  

(c)  Fares for fixed route transit service.  

Adults ..... $ 1.75  

Effective October 23, 2018, from one dollar seventy-five cents ($1.75) to two dollars ($2.00) as 
amended by city council on August 21, 2017.  

Persons sixty-two (62) or over or with disabilities with El Metro/ADA paratransit identification card ..... 
0.75  

Peak hours: which are 5:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. on Mondays through 
Fridays.  

Effective October 23, 2018 from seventy-five cents ($0.75) to one dollar ($1.00) as amended by city 
council on August 21, 2017.  

Persons 62 or over or with disabilities with El Metro/ADA paratransit identification card ..... 0.50  

Off peak hours: 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., and after 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., Saturday, Sunday and 
holidays  

Effective October 23, 2018, from fifty cents ($0.50) to seventy-five cents ($0.75) as amended by city 
council on August 21, 2017.  

Half fare for Medicare recipients ..... 0.75  

Effective October 23, 2018, from seventy-five cents ($0.75) to one dollar ($1.00) as amended by city 
council on August 21, 2017  

Children (over 5 and under 12 years of age) ..... 0.50  

Effective October 23, 2018, from fifty cents ($0.50) to seventy-five cents ($0.75) as amended by city 
council on August 21, 2017  

Children (under 5 years of age) ..... Free  

One student ticket/10 rides ..... 15.00 ($1.50 per ride)  

(through high school grades, college students, GED students and Literacy Volunteer American 
students, with a valid school I.D. may purchase ten (10) fares in ticket form.  

Effective October 23, 2018, from one dollar fifty cents ($1.50) to one dollar seventy-five cents ($1.75) 
and ten (10) rides from fifteen dollars ($15.00) to seventeen dollars fifty cents ($17.50) as amended 
by city council on August 21, 2017.  

Transfers ..... 0.50  

Effective October 23, 2018 from fifty cents ($0.50) to seventy-five cents ($0.75) as amended by city 
council on August 21, 2017.  

Express route service ..... 1.40  

Effective October 1, 2010, from one dollar forty cents ($1.40) to one dollar fifty cents ($1.50) as 
amended by city council on September 21, 2009.  

El Metro I.D. card (two-year expiration) ..... 2.00  



El Lift I.D. card ..... Free  

El Lift I.D. card replacement ..... 2.00  

(Ord. No. 97-097, §§ 1, 2, 4-28-97; Ord. No. 2000-O-145, § 1, 6-5-00; Ord. No. 2001-O-005, § 

1, 1-2-01; Ord. No. 2003-O-120, § 1, 5-19-03; Ord. No. 2007-O-179, § 1, 9-17-07; Ord. No. 

2008-O-220, § 1, 11-17-08; Ord. No. 2009-O-168, § 1, 9-21-09; Ord. No. 2017-O-123, § 1, 10-

6-17) 

Sec. 19-563. - Rates for organizations.  

The city council creates the rates of two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) for profitable organizations 
and one hundred eighty dollars ($180.00) for nonprofitable organizations.  

(Ord. No. 2003-O-119, § 1, 5-19-03) 

Secs. 19-564—19-580. - Reserved. 

DIVISION 3. - BUS BENCH ADVERTISING  

Sec. 19-581. - Policy.  

(a)  The municipal transit system (El Metro) and any contracted agent thereto is guided by the general 
principles embodied in this section in determining the acceptance of advertising within the municipal 
transit system (El Metro).  

(1)  Each advertiser will be limited to purchasing no more than fifty (50) percent of all available bus 
bench advertisements.  

(2)  The municipal transit system (El Metro) will not accept advertising of questionable taste or 
which is irritating in its content or method of presentation.  

(3)  Advertising must also, in the opinion of the municipal transit system (El Metro), be 
noncontroversial in nature and content.  

(4)  Material calling for the advocacy of, or opposition to, a political point of view, policy, or action, 
or advocating the candidacy of an individual is prohibited. Material which tends to disparage a 
candidate or party or cause will not be allowed. In addition, material informing the public of 
specifics relating to a meeting, gathering, or event will be permitted only if the information is 
confined to subject, name of speaker, location, date, and time of event.  

(5)  Religious advertising which promotes a specific ideology, ethic, point of view, policy or action, 
is not permitted. Religious advertising will be permitted only if the information is designed to let 
the public know of a specific meeting, gathering or event, if the information is confined to 
subject, name of speaker, location, date, and time of said event.  

(6)  This policy prohibits the advertisement, in any manner, of tobacco products and alcoholic 
beverages.  

(b)  The municipal transit system (El Metro) is guided by this policy and may at any time refuse, or order 
the removal of, any message which it deems not to be in the public interest. At its discretion, the 
transportation committee, a committee of the mass transit board, may review any appeal by an 
advertiser and is the sole and final arbiter in all matters relating to the municipal transit authority (El 
Metro) advertising acceptance.  

(Ord. No. 95-308, § 2, 1-2-96; Ord. No. 99-005, § 1, 1-4-99) 



Sec. 19-582. - Reserved.  

Editor's note— Ord. No. 99-005, § 1, adopted Jan. 4, 1999, repealed § 19-582, which pertained 

to rental rates, and derived from Ord. No. 95-308, § 1, adopted Jan. 2, 1996. 

Secs. 19-583—19-600. - Reserved. 

DIVISION 4. - TRANSIT CENTER  

Sec. 19-601. - Parking rates.  

(a)  The rate of daily parking at the Laredo Transit Center, 1300 Farragut Street, Laredo, Texas, shall be 
two dollars ($2.00) per hour or portion thereof, subject to a daily maximum of sixteen dollars 
($16.00), and provided that, until September 30, 2009, the first hour of parking by any driver shall be 
free. The rate for overnight parking shall be sixteen dollars ($16.00) per night. The rate for monthly 
contract parking shall be sixty dollars ($60.00). Thirty dollars ($30.00) shall be charged for the initial 
month of a contract if it begins on or after the sixteenth day of the month. Otherwise, no proration of 
the monthly rate shall apply at either the beginning or end of a contract term.  

(b)  In addition to the rate for contract parking, the following fees shall apply:  

Refundable key deposit ..... 25.00  

Replacement charge for damaged key ..... 25.00  

Replacement charge for lost key ..... 25.00  

Lost ticket charge ..... 16.00  

Vehicles remaining in the parking garage three (3) consecutive days over the time secured by a deposit 
will result in the vehicle being towed at the owner's expense.  

(c)  In addition to the rate for parking fees for city employees, the following fees shall apply:  

The monthly fee for city designated employees will be thirty dollars ($30.00) per month.  

Establishment of an exemption for all city owned vehicle parking at the transit center.  

(d)  In addition to the rate for parking fees for special events:  

Establishment of temporary "special event" or promotional rates by the city manager, subject to 
consultation with the general manager of EL Metro.  

(e)  Establishment of a quarterly rental agreement for entities other than the city:  

Provide for quarterly noncancelable multiple-space rental agreements payable in advance at current 
market rates, provided that such agreements are subject to city council approval.  

(f)  Park-n-shop program. The park-n-shop program will allow downtown merchants to purchase a book 
of fifty (50) coupons for sixty dollars ($60.00), which entitles the holder of each ticket to three (3) 
hours of free parking at the transit center garage. (Any time over the three (3) hours will be charged 
to the parking customer at the regular rate.)  

(g)  Advance payment discount lease. The advance payment discount lease rate will be available to 
parking patrons who wish to pay the annual fee in advance for a discount of sixty dollars ($60.00). 
The new annual parking charge is six hundred sixty dollars ($660.00) per space. The discount rate of 
six hundred sixty dollars ($660.00) per space will be paid in advance, and if the lease is cancelled 
prior to the one-year completion the monthly rate will be computed at sixty dollars ($60.00) per 



month and any remaining balance will be refunded. All other fees as stipulated in subsection (b) will 
apply.  

(Ord. No. 97-108(A), §§ 1, 2, 6-16-97; 97-285, § 1, 12-1-97; Ord. No. 99-024, § 1, 2-1-99; Ord. 

No. 2000-O-148, § 1, 6-5-00; Ord. No. 2003-O-118, § 1, 5-19-03; Ord. No. 2007-O-179, § 1, 9-

17-07; Ord. No. 2009-O-111, § 1, 7-6-09) 

DIVISION 5. - EL LIFT  

Sec. 19-601.1. - Overview.  

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 requires that each public agency which operates 
a fixed-route public-transit service provide paratransit service for persons with disabilities who cannot 
utilize fixed-route service due to their disability.  

Three (3) categories of persons with rights to paratransit services established by the ADA are:  

Category 1. Individuals who because of their disability cannot independently board, ride and/or 

disembark from an accessible vehicle.  

Category 2. Any person with a disability who can use an accessible fixed-route vehicle, but for whom 

any desired trip cannot be made because the service they need is not yet accessible, is eligible.  

Category 3. Those who have impairment-related conditions that prevent them from getting to or from 

a boarding or disembarking location.  

Paratransit must provide a level of service that is comparable to that provided on the fixed-route 
system. ADA defines comparable paratransit service with six (6) criteria:  

(1)  It must operate in the same service area as the fixed-route system.  

(2)  It must have a comparable response time.  

(3)  It must have fares no more than twice that of fixed-route service for the same trip.  

(4)  It must have comparable days and hours of service when compared with fixed-route service for 
the same trip.  

(5)  It must meet requests for any trip purpose.  

(6)  It must not limit service availability because of capacity constraints.  

(Ord. No. 2005-O-338, § 1(1), 12-19-05) 

Sec. 19-601.2 - Administrator.  

The Laredo Transit Management, Inc., dba El Metro, located at 1301 Farragut Street in Laredo, 
Texas, is responsible for ensuring overall ADA compliance. Office hours are from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. The director of finance and administration is responsible for directing the day-to-
day activities El Metro's demand-response program, paratransit, and the director of operations is 
responsible for the overall daily bus operations.  

(Ord. No. 2005-O-338, § 1(2), 12-19-05) 

Sec. 19-601.3. - Purpose.  



The Laredo Transit Management, Inc., offers demand-response transportation service for persons 
with disabilities. This program continues to meet the ever-growing and changing transportation demands 
of a significant number of transit passengers. The goal of the El Lift is to provide excellent public transit 
services for citizens in the safest, most cost-efficient, effective and friendly manner possible.  

(Ord. No. 2005-O-338, § 1(3), 12-19-05) 

Sec. 19-601.4. - Eligibility for service.  

Eligible paratransit program participants may be certified for services for a maximum period not to 
exceed two (2) years. The eligibility period will depend on the paratransit participant's specific disability 
and duration of disability (if temporary). Eligibility for El Lift paratransit services may be on a "conditional" 
basis, meaning service will only be provided for those trips in which ADA paratransit eligibility standards 
have been met. Riders will be required to use El Metro's bus services, or find alternative transportation for 
trips that are not deemed as ADA paratransit eligible.  

Recertification for services will be required of each paratransit participant prior to expiration of the 
current eligibility period. New applicants and recertifying riders will complete an in-person assessment to 
identify their potentials rather than limitations in their ability to use accessible bus services. A new 
application is required for recertification.  

El Metro will notify participants of the recertification requirement at least ninety (90) days prior to the 
expiration of their eligibility period. Certified program participants are required to present their El Lift 
paratransit identification card when boarding vehicles. The certification office is located at the Laredo 
Transit Center, 1301 Farragut St. 2nd Floor West in Laredo, and is open to the public between the hours 
of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  

If a participant changes his address, loses his paratransit identification card, or if disability needs 
change, he should call the administration certification office at (956) 795-2290. Periodic recertification will 
occur every two (2) years from eligibility.  

(Ord. No. 2005-O-338, § 1(4), 12-19-05) 

Sec. 19-601.5. - Application for services.  

An application for service must be completed and approved by Laredo Transit Management, Inc., 
prior to delivery of El Lift paratransit services. An application for service may be requested by calling the 
El Lift office between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday or by coming to the offices at:  

Laredo Transit Center  
Attn: El Lift  
1301 Farragut 2nd Floor West  
Laredo, Texas 78040  

Upon receipt of a request for an application, one will be mailed to the requestor within two (2) 
working days. The applicant and professional must complete the application form and return it to the El 
Metro office in person.  

An application cannot be approved until the verification of disability is completed by a physician or 
other professional and returned to El Metro.  

Within twenty-one (21) days, the following information will be mailed to the applicant:  

(1)  Approval or rejection of application (and reason, if rejected). Trip denials will be under the 
following circumstances only:  

a.  Noneligibility as defined by ADA eligibility categories.  



b.  Trip requests with origins and destinations outside El Metro service area or when regular 
bus service is not available.  

c.  Emergency transportation service request.  

d.  "Same-day" service requests.  

e.  Suspensions due to no-shows; regular or repeated actions, not isolated, accidental, or 
singular incidents.  

f.  Violence, illegal conduct or threatening behavior.  

g.  Absence of a personal care attendant (PCA) for passengers who require one.  

h.  Inaccessible pickup locations i.e. second floor or higher locations.  

i.  Excessive cancellations during a period of thirty (30) days.  

(2)  Effective dates of eligibility.  

(3)  Explanation of restrictions, if any, such as temporary certification or trip-by-trip eligibility 
determination.  

"Agreement and Authorization" Paragraph  

"If denied service, and if I wish to appeal my denial, I will exhaust all those administrative remedies 
available to me by filing an "Appeal to Intent to Deny" on the form attached hereto within twenty (20) days 
of receipt of a letter entitled "Intent to Deny" from El Lift. A response to my application to "Appeal to Intent 
to Deny" will be made within twenty (20) days in writing. I understand I may be asked to appear before the 
Appeals Committee to further pursue my request. Appellate hearings will be held within 60 days after 
receipt of the required appeal forms.  

Applicants approved for eligibility will be notified ninety (90) days in advance if their eligibility for 
service is expiring. A written copy of the appeals process may be obtained by calling the customer service 
representative at (956) 795-2290.  

HOURS/ADDRESSES  

Paratransit services operation hours.  
Monday—Saturday: 6:00 a.m.—10:00 p.m.  
Sunday: 7:00 a.m.—9:30 p.m.  

Paratransit scheduling hours.  

Monday—Sunday: 8:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.  

Paratransit administration hours.  

Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.  

For information on the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 guidelines for paratransit services or 
to file an ADA complaint, please contact:  

El Lift Paratransit Services  
Attn: Customer Service Manager  
1301 Farragut St.  
Laredo, Texas 78040  

SERVICE AREA  

Paratransit service will be provided only within the service area. The extent of this service area is a 
width of three-fourths (¾) of a mile on either side of any El Metro fixed route.  



The service area may be adjusted from time to time and reviewed at a public meeting.  

(Ord. No. 2005-O-338, § 1(5), 12-19-05) 

Sec. 19-601.6. - Scheduling paratransit services.  

[Scheduling a trip.] To schedule a trip, participants should call customer service at (956) 795-2290 
between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Sunday. Reservations may be made from twenty-four 
(24) hours up to seven (7) days in advance. When scheduling a trip, participants should provide the 
following info:  

• Paratransit identification number.  

• Name.  

• Pickup address (including building/business names, specific pickup information, landmarks).  

• Date of travel.  

• Time the participant would like to be picked up. (Note: schedule appointments with ample time to 
reach the destination.)  

• The street address of the destination (including specific dropoff information).  

• If a personal care attendant (PCA) will travel with you.  

• If a guest other than a PCA will travel with the participant (including children).  

• Schedule a return trip.  

Please request only the trips the participant needs. Do not abuse the system by requesting multiple 
trips if multiple trips are not needed, as this denies others of trips.  

Remember: The El Lift is a ride-share paratransit service for use by all those who are participating. 
Mutual consideration and respect for fellow riders will avoid unnecessary delays and assure greater 
efficiency. El Lift does not provide emergency service nor is an ambulance service.  

Provide alternative travel times. Paratransit services may offer travel times (1) one hour before or (1) 
one hour after the requested travel time as established under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 
1990 service criteria. Pickup times in excess of one (1) hour however, must be agreed to by the rider, i.e. 
the rider has the right to require a pickup time within an hour before or after his/her requested time.  

If a rider refuses a pickup offered during the one (1) hour before or after time period, then it is not 
counted as a trip denial. If El Metro cannot provide a trip requested during this time period, then it would 
be counted as a trip denial.  

Tips for scheduling service. When scheduling rides for specific times, participants should allow plenty 
of time to finish an appointment in order to meet the vehicle at the scheduled pickup time. Participants 
should be aware of opening and closing times at their destination to avoid waiting outside the building 
before or after business hours. When scheduling trips, participants should follow these suggestions:  

• Allow adequate time to reach their destination.  

• Allow extra time for the pickup and dropoff of other passengers before reaching your destination. 
(Keep in mind, this is a ride-share service.)  

• Allow for traffic conditions and weather delays.  



Confirming a trip. Trips will be confirmed at the time a participant schedules a service. Dates, times 
and addresses should be confirmed before ending the call to ensure the accuracy of the scheduled trip.  

Canceling trips. Trips must be canceled at least two (2) hours before the start of the ready-time 
window. Trips that are not canceled at least two (2) hours before the start of the ready-time window will 
be considered a late cancellation. Canceling well in advance allows paratransit services to redirect 
vehicles to other riders needing service thus providing more service opportunities for all passengers. To 
cancel, a participant must call the El Lift offices at (956) 795-2290 Monday through Sunday between 8:00 
a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  

"Call-back" trips. Trips will only be allowed for medical services (i.e. doctor visits, hospital exams, 
kidney dialysis treatments, and chemotherapy). A limit of four (4) trips per day will be allowed; which will 
be the (1) pickup, (2) trip request, (3) trip request and (4) trip back home or two (2) morning pickups and 
two (2) afternoon pickups.  

Return trip cancellation. Return trips will be cancelled if the participant no-shows any part of the trip 
itinerary. Paratransit services will be suspended after any combination of three (3) no-shows, late 
cancellations or cancel at the door incidents within a thirty-day period.  

Holiday schedule. Our holiday schedules are in effect on New Year's Day, Independence Day, 
Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day. Please make your appointments on regular hours as stated. Vans 
will operate Sunday hours for holidays.  

Operator training. All El Metro vehicle operators and dispatchers will be trained in at least the 
following:  

• All operators will be PAT certified (paratransit assistant techniques).  

• Operation of wheelchair lifts, ramps and restraint devices.  

• Loading and unloading of passengers using mobility assistance devices.  

• Passenger assistance training, including passenger courtesy and understanding of physical and 
attitudinal barriers.  

Operators will be required to perform the following functions:  

• Driving to the curb of the pickup location.  

• Activating the vehicle horn if requested.  

• Giving assistance in boarding and exiting.  

• Driving to the curb of the destination point.  

Operators will be prohibited from:  

• Giving medication  

• Using oxygen or other life-assistance machines  

• Moving wheelchairs to and from the vehicle, or helping passengers to the vehicle beyond ten (10) 
feet from the vehicle.  

• Feeding or dressing passengers.  

• Handling complaints.  

• Making reservations.  

• Carrying or handling packages.  



(Ord. No. 2005-O-338, § 1(6), 12-19-05) 

Sec. 19-6017. - Riding paratransit services.  

Pickup/drop-off procedures. To ensure that a rider's trip goes smoothly, paratransit services has 
established the following pickup and dropoff locations for the rider's convenience.  

Where to wait. Paratransit services is a curb-to-curb, ride-share program that complements El 
Metro's fixed-route bus services. Riders must be waiting at the sidewalk, or at another safe waiting 
area in front of, or as close as possible to, the entrance of the pickup location. Operators will wait for 
a rider at the curb of a public street, in front of, or as close as possible to, the rider's house, building, 
or other designated pickup location. The operator cannot enter the building or go beyond ten (10) 
feet from the vehicle. If a rider will need assistance exiting the pickup location a companion or 
personal care attendant must be available to assist. For dropoffs, the operator will drop the rider off 
at the sidewalk, or another safe waiting area next to the curb or a public street in front of, or as close 
as possible to, the designated dropoff location.  

Apartments/office complexes. When scheduling a trip, riders should provide paratransit 
schedulers with specific building name and number within the complex. Operators will pick up the 
rider at that specific building. If a rider's building is located within a gated community and requires 
special entry, notify the security office to arrange entry for the paratransit vehicle before pickup time. 
If the rider does not arrange entry, and the vehicle is unable to enter the pickup area, the rider will be 
considered a no-show.  

Nursing homes. Riders with pickups at nursing homes should meet the operator in front of the 
curb or at another safe waiting area in front of, or as close as possible to entrance or loading area. 
Operators cannot assist riders in and out of a nursing home; staff should be ready to assist the 
individual out of the nursing home, if necessary. Riders will unload at the curb/sidewalk in front of 
any major and or the safest possible entrance or loading area of the nursing home.  

Adult program/day care centers. Riders attending adult programs or day care centers should be 
present when paratransit services vehicles arrive. Operators cannot assist riders in or out of adult 
program/day care centers. Center's staff must be ready to assist the individual in or out of the center, 
if necessary. If the adult [program]/day care center requires special entry, the rider or center staff 
should arrange entry for the paratransit vehicle before pickup time. If the rider or center staff does 
not arrange entry, and the vehicle is unable to enter the pickup area, the rider will be considered a 
no-show, and therefore the adult program/day care will resume responsibility for returning the rider to 
their home. Paratransit services has designated standard pickup and drop-off sites at major centers 
and destinations such as large medical centers and malls. If a rider schedules a trip to one of these 
destinations, the scheduler will inform the rider of the specific pickup and drop-off location.  

How long an operator must wait. Paratransit operators will wait five (5) minutes for a rider to board 
the vehicle when arriving within the thirty-minute ready-time window. If a rider does not board the vehicle 
within the five-minute wait time, the operator will mark the rider as a no-show and will depart the location. 
Once the rider is declared a no-show, El Lift will not be obligated to provide the rider with another pickup 
and all return trips will be cancelled.  

Boarding wheelchairs and other mobility devices. Paratransit services will make every attempt to 
accommodate standard wheelchairs, scooters, and other mobility devices. These devices are defined as 
not to exceed forty-eight (48) inches in length and thirty (30) inches in width and six hundred (600) 
pounds in total weight. Mobility devices larger than these standards may be denied service aboard 
paratransit services. For the riders' safety, paratransit services cannot transport riders with broken 
mobility devices or without working brakes. Please be sure that wheelchairs or other mobility devices are 
clean, safe and in good working condition, before traveling aboard paratransit services. Operators on 
paratransit services will make all attempts to secure standard wheelchairs and scooters. If a wheelchair or 
scooter exceeds the normal size, the operator may ask the rider to transfer to a seat, as it may be difficult 
to safely secure the passenger within the mobility device. It is the rider's choice to transfer or remain in 
their mobility device. If the rider refuses to transfer to a seat the van operator will notify the dispatcher and 



El Metro will not assume responsibility in the event of any mishaps or accidents. If a rider is traveling with 
a child who is four (4) years of age or younger, or weighs forty (40) pounds or less, paratransit services 
strongly recommends that the child be secured in a child-safety seat. Paratransit services does not 
provide child safety seats for children.  

When to be ready. Paratransit vehicles will arrive any time within a thirty-minute ready-time window. 
For example, if a rider is scheduled for a pickup at 9:00 a.m., then his ready-time window is between 8:45 
a.m. and 9:15 a.m. The vehicle will arrive any time between 8:45 a.m. and 9:15 a.m. Please be ready to 
board the vehicle immediately upon arrival, or your vehicle will leave after five (5) minutes, and you will 
receive a no-show.  

When the vehicle arrives, riders are required to present their paratransit identification card and the 
exact fare or a valid coupon. Please note: the operator cannot take riders to their requested destination 
without the required fare. Eating, drinking, and smoking are prohibited on paratransit vehicles. If the 
vehicle arrives early, passengers are not required to board until the start of their ready-time window.  

Late vehicle. If the vehicle has not arrived at the end of the thirty-minute ready-time window, please 
call El Lift at (956) 795-2290.  

(Ord. No. 2005-O-338, § 1(7), 12-19-05) 

Sec. 19-601.8. - Rider accommodations.  

Personal care attendant. A personal care attendant (PCA) may accompany a registered paratransit 
rider at no additional charge. The rider's file must indicate that he is eligible to have a PCA travel with him. 
He must reserve space for his PCA when scheduling the trip. If a vehicle is dispatched for a passenger 
who utilizes a PCA and the PCA is not available, and it is determined that a PCA is no longer required, 
documentation to this effect may be required by El Metro.  

Guests. Guests are welcome to ride with the rider for seventy-five cents ($0.75) per trip. Due to 
limited space, each rider is allowed one (1) guest per trip. Riders must reserve space for guests (including 
children) when scheduling a trip. Seating for more than one (1) guest is on a "space available" basis when 
scheduling trips. Children accompanying a rider are considered traveling guests. Children under the age 
of five (5) must be accompanied by an adult.  

Special note: PCAs and guests must have the same origin and destination points as the eligible 
demand-response passenger. Trips with the purpose of accommodating any guest and/or PCA (pickups 
and dropoffs) are not allowed.  

Packages. Carry-on packages are limited to two (2) grocery bags or similar-sized packages on board 
the paratransit vehicles. Operators are not allowed to assist the rider carrying the packages to and from 
the same sidewalk or waiting area where the rider boards.  

Visitors. Out-of-town visitors who are ADA eligible may access El Lift paratransit services. Visitors 
must contact the El Lift office, Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., at (956) 795-2290, no later 
than one (1) week before service is required. Visitors to the El Metro service area are eligible to receive 
services from for a period of twenty-one (21) days each year. Beyond twenty-one (21) days, visitors are 
required to follow the eligibility process which has been established for residents.  

Service animals. Guide dogs and other service animals are allowed to accompany riders if this need 
is indicated in their files. Riders should inform scheduling if a service animal will be accompanying them 
when scheduling trips.  

Subscription service. Subscription service is limited to riders traveling to the same place at the same 
time at least three (3) times a week for a minimum period of one hundred twenty (120) days. El Lift 
reserves the right to restrict and/or prioritize subscription service to maintain a maximum level of fifty (50) 
percent as required by the ADA, when there is no excess demand capacity available. El Lift will terminate 
any subscription service that is canceled fifty (50) percent or more of the time during any thirty-day period, 



or if there is a consistent pattern of cancellations of any part of a subscription. Before the one-hundred-
twenty-day minimum expires, the passenger will be required to reapply for subscription services.  

Eligible passengers can schedule subscriptions for repetitive trips for employment, school, and acute 
medical treatment (i.e., kidney dialysis, chemotherapy and physical therapy.) To maximize multiloading, 
pickup times will be negotiated up to one (1) hour before or after the pickup time requested by the 
passenger.  

(Ord. No. 2005-O-338, § 1(8), 12-19-05) 

Sec. 19-601.9. - No-show, late cancellation and cancel-at-door policy.  

[Terms.] A no-show occurs when a rider fails to board the paratransit vehicle within five (5) minutes 
after it arrives within the ready-time window; a late cancellation occurs when a rider fails to cancel a 
scheduled trip at least two (2) hours before the start of the ready-time window. Canceling a trip when the 
operator arrives is considered a cancel at the door.  

Penalties. When a rider accumulates any combination of three (3) no-shows, late cancellations, or 
cancel at door within a thirty-day period, he will receive a warning letter and followup phone call. After (4) 
no-shows, late cancellations, or cancel at door within that thirty-day period, a written notice of service 
suspension will be issued and services will be suspended for seven (7) days. Five (5) no-shows, late 
cancellations or cancel at door within the following thirty-day period will result in a thirty-day service 
suspension.  

Resolving disputes. Every attempt will be made to informally resolve disagreements concerning 
specific no-shows by encouraging passengers to discuss the details of a no-show occurrence which may 
be in dispute. Any suspension of service for repeat no-shows will include the opportunity for the 
passenger to submit a written appeal, which must describe how the no-show occurrences which resulted 
in the suspension were outside the control of the passenger.  

(Ord. No. 2005-O-338, § 1(9), 12-19-05) 

Sec. 19-601.10. - Rules of conduct.  

[Rules of conduct.] Riders are asked to follow these rules of conduct to ensure the safety and 
comfort of all riders and the operator.  

• Food and or/beverages are prohibited, unless necessary for dietary and/or medical purposes.  

• Smoking is not allowed on board the vehicles.  

• No riding under the influence of alcohol or illegal drugs.  

• No abusive, threatening or obscene language or actions.  

• No deliberate fare evasion.  

• No physical abuse of another rider or the operator.  

• No operating or tampering with any equipment while on board a paratransit vehicle.  

• No radios, cassette tape players, compact disc players or other sound generating equipment are to 
be played aboard the vehicles.  

• No tipping or other gratuities are allowed.  



Riders who violate rules of conduct are subject to penalties, up to and including suspension of 
service. Note: Riders who engage in physical abuse or cause physical injury to another rider or operator 
may be subject to immediate and permanent suspension, and possible criminal prosecution.  

Service suspension/termination appeal process. A rider who disputes the basis for a suspension or 
termination of service may request an appeal hearing by writing:  

Laredo Transit Center  
Manager, ADA Compliance/Accessible Services  
1301 Farragut 3rd Floor West  
Laredo, Texas 78040  

El Lift has a two-step appeal process. A written copy of the appeals process may be obtained by 
calling the paratransit representative at (956) 795-2290.  

(Ord. No. 2005-O-338, § 1(10), 12-19-05) 

Sec. 19-601.11. - Travel training program.  

El Lift's travel training program is available free to persons with disabilities who are able to use 
accessible bus transportation. A reduced fare is available for eligible paratransit riders who access fixed 
route bus service. Travel training is offered to familiarize customers with general public transit or specific 
routes, stops and stations. Training for bus services does not make a rider ineligible for paratransit 
services. If a rider is interested in more information regarding the travel-training program, please call the 
El Lift office at (956) 795-2290.  

(Ord. No. 2005-O-338, § 1(11), 12-19-05) 

Sec. 19-601.12. - Paratransit fares.  

Cash, per trip  

El Lift Regular (up to 7 miles) ..... $1.75  

El Lift Plus (from 7.1 up to 14 miles) ..... 2.50  

El Lift Premium (14.01 miles and over) ..... 3.50  

Guest, per trip  

El Lift Regular (up to 7 miles) ..... 1.75  

El Lift Plus (from 7.1 up to 14 miles) ..... 2.50  

El Lift Premium (14.01 miles and over) ..... 3.50  

Paratransit fare coupons, ten (10) trips  

El Lift Regular (up to 7 miles) ..... 17.50  

El Lift Plus (from 7.1 up to 14 miles) ..... 25.00  

El Lift Premium (14.01 miles and over) ..... 35.00  

All eligible riders, regardless of age, must pay exact fare when boarding, Operators cannot give 
change. Paratransit fare coupons can be purchased at the downtown transit center lobby, 1301 Farragut.  



Please note: Operators are not allowed to accept tips or gratuities.  

(Ord. No. 2005-O-338, § 1(12), 12-19-05; Ord. No. 2009-O-168, § 1, 9-21-09; Ord. No. 2017-O-

123, § 2, 10-6-17) 

Sec. 19-601.13. - Helpful telephone numbers.  

Please call (956) 795-2290 to contact the following for:  

Scheduling;  

Cancellations/confirmation;  

Certification;  

Subscription services;  

Complaints/commendations;  

Paratransit administration.  

OTHER HELPFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  

Paratransit TDD number (for the hearing impaired)  (956) 795-2255  

Customer-service manager  (956) 795-2290  

Customer-service representative  (956) 795-2290  

Travel training program  (956) 795-2290  

El Metro lost and found  (956) 795-2250  

Bus route information center  (956) 795-2280  

Operations department  (956) 795-2250  

  

HELPFUL ADDRESSES  

ADMINISTRATION  

Laredo Transit Management Inc.;3ol;1301 Farragut—3rd Floor West  
Laredo, Texas 78040  

BUS OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE  

401 Scott St.  
Laredo, Texas 78040  



El Lift Paratransit Services  
1301 Farragut 2nd Floor West  
Laredo, Texas 78040  

(Ord. No. 2005-O-338, § 1(13), 12-19-05) 

Sec. 19-601.14. - Paratransit advisory committee (PAC) to El Metro.  

PAC is an acronym for the paratransit advisory committee to El Metro, a consumer body composed 
of individuals with experience and or knowledge in dealing with people with disabilities who advise and 
make recommendations to El Metro regarding accessible transportation. Anyone is invited to participate. 
The goal of the PAC is to achieve one hundred (100) percent accessible public transportation for the 
community of Laredo.  

The committee meets with El Metro staff every month to discuss the following issues:  

• Service levels;  

• Scheduling issues;  

• Eligibility issues;  

• Training issues;  

• ADA complaint resolution;  

• Appeal board panel;  

• Operational issues;  

• Planning issues.  

(Ord. No. 2005-O-338, § 1(14), 12-19-05) 

Sec. 19-601.15. - Complaints.  

Citizens are encouraged to let us know if they are dissatisfied with the El Lift service, and we will be 
actively involved in resolving the disputed matter. They may contact us by calling the customer service 
center at 795-2290 to register their complaints and comments or come by our office. Members of the 
paratransit advisory committee are available to assist if requested.  

(Ord. No. 2005-O-338, § 1(15), 12-19-05) 

ARTICLE XIII. - TRANSPORTATION OF HAZARDOUS MATERIALS[10]  

 

Footnotes:  

--- (10) ---  

Editor's note— Ord. No. 2011-O-149, § 2, adopted Nov. 28, 2011, set out provisions designated as §§ 
19-601, 19-604—19-614. Inasmuch as there were already provisions so designated for some of these 
sections, at the direction of the city the provisions have been redesignated as §§ 19-602, 19-604—19-
608.5. To maintain sequential numbering, § 19-602 was renumbered as 19-602.5.  



Sec. 19-602. - Non-radioactive hazardous material route designated.  

The following roadways, streets and/or sections of streets with the city are established and 
designated as non-radioactive hazardous materials routes:  

Both travel directions of State Loop 20 (Bob Bullock Loop 20 Section) to U.S. Highway 59; State 
Loop 20 from U.S. Highway 59 to Mangana-Hein Road; Mangana-Hein Road to U.S. Highway 83.  

(Ord. No. 2011-O-149, § 2(19-601), 11-28-11) 

Sec. 19-602.5. - Vehicles used.  

(a)  Vehicle safety.  

(1)  Any vehicle that is used for the transportation of hazardous materials and which constitutes a 
clear and present danger to public safety and the environment due to unsafe loading, operation 
or mechanical defect shall be prohibited from operation on any public road within the city. The 
police shall take all reasonable means to prevent such vehicles from operating on the road.  

(2)  All vehicles used in the transportation of hazardous materials and/or waste shall be maintained 
in proper, safe working condition and shall at all times be properly permitted, licensed, certified 
and inspected as required by the Federal Department of Transportation and the state 
department of public safety.  

(3)  All loads of hazardous materials or wastes shall be properly segregated within the transport 
vehicle and at no time shall hazardous materials be loaded, transported, or stored together, 
except as provided in 49 CFR part 177.848 and its appendices and tables.  

(4)  All dry loads shall be blocked and braced to avoid spillage and all tankers shall have seals and 
valves inspected for signs of damage or leakage prior to leaving the premises and before 
entering the public right-of-way.  

(5)  All vehicles engaged in the transportation of hazardous materials shall be loaded and unloaded 
in conformance with the standards set forth in 49 CFR part 177.  

(b)  Employee training. All drivers engaged in the operation of vehicles used to transport hazardous 
materials shall be trained in accordance with the standards set forth in 49 CFR part 177.800 and 49 
CFR parts 390 through 397.  

(c)  Hazardous materials incident during transport. In the event that a hazardous materials incident 
should occur while any hazardous material is being transported within the city limits of the city, the 
transporter shall:  

(1)  Immediately notify the local or state police or county sheriff or the local fire department;  

(2)  Comply with the notification requirements set forth in 49 CFR part 171.15; and  

(3)  In the event of a hazardous materials incident, all transporters shall complete and file a detailed 
incident report as required by 49 CFR part 171.16. A copy of the incident report shall be 
forwarded to the fire department environmental services department within thirty (30) days of 
the incident.  

(Ord. No. 2002-O-287, § 1, 11-4-02; Ord. No. 2011-O-149, § 2(19-602), 11-28-11) 

Sec. 19-603. - Development of safe transportation routes and corridors.  

(a)  The city shall develop safe routes of transportation and shipping for all vehicles transporting 
hazardous materials and waste to, from, or through the city.  



(b)  These routes shall be designed to minimize and, where possible, eliminate the threat of human 
casualty, loss or damage to property and damage to the environment in the event of a release, spill 
or discharge from any vehicle engaged in the transport, transfer or handling of hazardous materials 
and wastes.  

(c)  The city shall consult with the appropriate federal and state authorities to devise, develop, and 
implement a program to enforce and ensure compliance with subsection (b), above.  

(Ord. No. 2002-O-287, § 1, 11-4-02; Ord. No. 2011-O-149, § 2, 11-28-11) 

Sec. 19-603.5. - Transporting non-radioactive hazardous materials within corporate boundaries of city.  

No person shall transport, contract, or arrange, or participate in the transport, contract, or 
arrangement to transport non-radioactive hazardous materials within the corporate boundaries of the city 
unless his/her destination or point of departure is a city terminal and unless such transport is conducted in 
compliance with this article.  

(Ord. No. 2011-O-149, § 2(19-604), 11-28-11) 

Sec. 19-604. - Mandated permissible routes for local delivery.  

(a)  When any NRHM vehicle (truck, trailer, motor vehicle or any other vehicle) is carrying non-
radioactive hazardous material to commercial consumers, domestic consumers, gasoline service 
stations, bulk stations or other points of origin or destination located within the corporate limits of the 
city, the carrier must use the safest route available by the best use of the highest classification 
roadways.  

(b)  For purposes of local delivery, classification of roadways from highest to lowest are as follows:  

Interstate highway;  

U.S. highway;  

State highway;  

Loop;  

F.M. road;  

Spur;  

Major arterial street;  

Minor arterial street;  

Collector street;  

Local street.  

(c)  For purposes of local delivery, the public health and safety reason for use of highest classification 
roadways is to reduce the risk and severity of potential harm to persons and property that may result 
from a spill of regulated or hazardous material.  

(d)  Regulated materials picked up or delivered at a city terminal may be transported on best use 
roadway, as set forth in subsection 19-605(b), and the following "truck routes", provided that the city 
terminal is not directly accessible from the non-radioactive hazardous route and the city terminal is 



accessed by the shortest and most direct route along a best use roadway, designated truck route or 
combination thereof.  

(1)  Milo Road between FM 1472 (Mines Road) and IH 35.  

(2)  FM 1472 (Mines Road) between IH 35 and FM 255 (Dolores Boulevard).  

(3)  FM 255 (Dolores Boulevard) between FM 1472 (Mines Road) and the Columbia Solidarity 
Bridge.  

(4)  Santa Maria Road between FM 1472 (Mines Road) and Markley Lane.  

(5)  West Calton Road between Anna Avenue and IH 35.  

(6)  Mann Road between Santa Maria Avenue and IH 35.  

(7)  U.S. 59 (Saunders Street) between the corporate city limits and IH 35.  

(8)  Scott Street westbound only between IH 35 and Santa Isabel Avenue (Exceptions see 
subsection (8)a.)  

(8)  a.  Scott Street eastbound between Santa Isabel Avenue and IH 35 during the hours of 8:00 
a.m. to 10:00 a.m. with a city-licensed oversize vehicle escort.  

(9)  Jefferson Street westbound only between IH 35 and Santa Isabel Avenue.  

(10)  Santa Isabel Avenue between Lafayette Street and Piedregal Street.  

(11)  Anna Avenue between Jefferson Street and West Calton Road.  

(12)  U.S. 83 (Zapata Highway) between SH 359 and IH 35.  

(13)  SH 359 between the corporate city limits and the intersection at U.S. 83 (Zapata Highway).  

(14)  U.S. 83 (Zapata Highway) between the corporate city limits to SH 359.  

(15)  Loop 20 (Bob Bullock Loop) between U.S. 83 (Zapata Highway) and the World Trade Bridge.  

(16)  IH 35 between the corporate city limits and the Lincoln-Juarez Bridge (Bridge No. 2).  

(17)  Jefferson Street between Santa Isabel Avenue and Anna Avenue.  

(18)  Killam Industrial Boulevard between FM 1472 (Mines Road) and IH 35.  

(19)  Airpark Drive between U.S. 59 and Airpark Court.  

(20)  Airpark Court between Airpark Drive and Bustamante Street.  

(21)  Maher Avenue northbound only between Bustamante Street and Hillside Road.  

(22)  Hillside Road westbound only between Maher Avenue and Thomas Avenue.  

(23)  Thomas Avenue between Bartlett Avenue and Hillside Road.  

(24)  Gale Street between McPherson Road and Bartlett Avenue.  

(25)  Thomas Avenue southbound only between Hillside Road and Pappas Street.  

(26)  Pappas Street westbound only between Thomas Avenue and Daugherty Avenue.  

(27)  Daugherty Avenue southbound only between Pappas Street and Bustamante Street.  

(28)  Bustamante Street between Daugherty Avenue and U.S. 59 (Saunders Street).  

(29)  Any truck route which may be designated by the city.  

(Ord. No. 2011-O-149, § 2(19-605), 11-28-11; Ord. No. 2011-O-02, § 1(19-605), 1-3-12) 

Sec. 19-604.5. - Permissible NRHM roadway routes for through-traffic.  



(a)  It shall be prohibited and unlawful for through-traffic transportation of non-radioactive hazardous 
materials to be performed on any roadway other than the non-radioactive hazardous material route.  

(b)  All provisions of this article pertaining to necessity for placarding of vehicles transporting regulated 
materials shall apply to transport of all such materials in the city, regardless of route.  

(c)  It shall be an affirmative defense to a departure from the permissible route that the vehicle in 
question is immediately and directly destined for a location providing food, fuel, rest, safe haven, or 
repair. NRHM vehicles are allowed to use the access, frontage, and intersecting road ways as 
needed to enter and leave the location providing food, fuel, rest, safe haven or repair.  

(Ord. No. 2011-O-149, § 2(19-606), 11-28-11; Ord. No. 2011-O-02, § 1(19-606), 1-3-12) 

Sec. 19-605. - Local delivery routes; burden of proof on responsible person to demonstrate best use of 

highest classification roadways.  

(a)  It is prohibited and unlawful for any person to transport, arrange, or contract, or participate in 
transport, arrangement or contract for transportation of local delivery of non-radioactive hazardous 
materials which transport is performed on any street or roadway within the jurisdiction of the city 
which route is not based on the best use of the highest classification roadway. It shall be the 
affirmative duty of any person so engaged in transport, arrangement or contract for transport of 
regulated materials to determine, devise, and restrict local delivery to such restricted route for benefit 
of the public health, safety, and welfare. The affirmative duty includes an obligation to make best use 
of highest classification roadways.  

(b)  Within the context of this section, "best use" of the highest classification roadway requires the 
responsible person to use a route that protects neighborhoods and the traveling public from 
nuisance, inconvenience, or disturbance of normal sensibilities of any person, as well as minimizes 
exposure of neighborhoods and the traveling public to risks inherent in NRHM transport. The reason 
for such affirmative duty is that by federal regulatory definition, NRHM is material which has been 
determined to pose an unreasonable risk to health, safety, or property. Such unreasonable risk 
places a burden of proof on the responsible person to demonstrate best use of the highest 
classification roadway.  

(c)  A formal complaint, properly drawn and corroborated as may be required by law, shall create a 
rebuttable presumption that the responsible person violated the best use standard for highest 
classification roadway transportation or delivery of NRHM.  

(Ord. No. 2011-O-149, § 2(19-607), 11-28-11) 

Sec. 19-605.5. - Empty vehicles.  

(a)  The routing prohibitions of sections 19-602.5—19-604.5 and the placarding requirements of this 
article shall not apply to an empty vehicle that has been used previously to transport regulated 
materials provided the vehicle meets the requisites of subsection (b) below.  

(b)  A vehicle that has transported non-radioactive hazardous materials in bulk packaging or in any 
other type of container and is required to be placarded pursuant to Title 49, Code of Federal 
Regulations, Part 172, must and shall remain placarded when it is empty unless it is: (1) sufficiently 
cleaned of residue and purged of vapors to remove any potential hazard; or (2) refilled with a 
material requiring different placards or no placards, to such an extent that any residue remaining in 
the packaging is no longer hazardous.  

(Ord. No. 2011-O-149, § 2(19-608), 11-28-11) 



Sec. 19-606. - Placard requirements.  

The operator of a vehicle used to transport hazardous materials requiring placards shall:  

(1)  Apply and display appropriate placards meeting United States Department of Transportation 
specifications on each end and each side of the vehicle; and  

(2)  Before operation inspect the vehicle to determine that:  

a.  The brakes and tires are in good working condition; and  

b.  The steering mechanism is in good working condition; and  

c.  The electrical wiring is well insulated and firmly secured; and  

d.  The vehicle is in a condition adequate to safely transport hazardous materials.  

(Ord. No. 2011-O-149, § 2(19-609), 11-28-11) 

Sec. 19-606.5. - Unlawful use of prohibited routes.  

No operator of a motor vehicle transporting non-radioactive hazardous materials, as defined in this 
article, and scheduled for delivery to or from a city or county terminal, or found or apprehended on any 
public roadway in the city, shall transport those materials on any street or public highway, or segment of a 
street or public highway designated as a "prohibited non-radioactive hazardous materials route".  

It is hereby declared unlawful for any person to transport or be responsible for arrangement or 
contract (an arranger) for transport of non-radioactive hazardous materials on any public roadway or 
street designated a prohibited non-radioactive hazardous materials route.  

It is hereby declared unlawful for any person to transport or be responsible for arrangement or 
contract (an arranger) for transport of non-radioactive hazardous materials, which materials are required 
under state or federal regulation to be transported under placard, which materials are detected or 
apprehended in a condition of transport without appropriate placard.  

(Ord. No. 2011-O-149, § 2(19-610), 11-28-11) 

Sec. 19-607. - Police department discretion and public safety.  

(a)  The police department may temporarily suspend the operation of some or any vehicles carrying 
regulated non-radioactive hazardous materials, without notice whenever road, weather, traffic, or 
other exigent circumstances warrant such action.  

(b)  The police department may redirect through traffic vehicles carrying regulated non-radioactive 
hazardous materials onto any highway or roadway, public or private, when the through traffic route is 
blocked for any reason, and/or in response to any exigent circumstance, which police direction for 
benefit of public safety shall have authority of law.  

(Ord. No. 2011-O-149, § 2(19-611), 11-28-11) 

Sec. 19-607.5. - Emergency response vehicle carrying fuel.  

It shall be permissible and an affirmative defense to violation of this article that the vehicle carrying a 
regulated material is carrying fuel directly to the scene of an emergency, or for a public emergency 
purpose, specific to the function of fueling equipment used to respond to or address the emergency.  

(Ord. No. 2011-O-149, § 2(19-612), 11-28-11) 



Sec. 19-608. - Prohibited parking and standing.  

No vehicle transporting regulated non-radioactive hazardous materials may park or stand at any 
location within the City of Laredo except for purposes of loading or unloading with the following 
exceptions:  

(1)  Vehicles parked in designated truck parking areas of locations providing food, fuel, rest, safe 
haven, or repair;  

(2)  Vehicles parked in the parking areas of businesses engaged in the transportation, storage or 
production of hazardous materials.  

(Ord. No. 2011-O-149, § 2(19-613), 11-28-11) 

Sec. 19-608.5. - Criminal class C misdemeanor, civil remedy, and enforcement.  

(a)  Violation of any of the provisions of this article shall constitute an offense punishable by a fine of not 
less than five hundred dollars ($500.00) and not to exceed two thousand dollars ($2,000.00), to the 
extent such violation may pose a fire or public health threat. V.T.C.A., Local Government Code § 
54.001(b).  

(b)  Both officers of the fire department, having citation authority under the laws of the State of Texas, 
and officers of the police department are expressly authorized to enforce the provisions of this 
article, as are other peace officers with jurisdiction to enforce the laws and ordinances of the city and 
state on public roadways within the city.  

(c)  The city shall be entitled to pursue all remedies, at law and in equity, including, but not limited to, 
injunctive relief, with attendant civil penalties as may be provided under state statute, which 
remedies shall be cumulative of the criminal laws, none of which shall be mutually exclusive of the 
other.  

(Ord. No. 2011-O-149, § 2(19-614), 11-28-11) 

Sec. 19-609. - Reserved. 

ARTICLE XIV. - RESIDENTIAL PERMIT PARKING PROGRAM  

Sec. 19-610. - Purpose.  

This program is enacted in response to serious adverse effects caused in certain neighborhoods of 
the city particularly the longterm parking of motor vehicles on the streets of such neighborhoods by 
nonresidents who do not visit or conduct business with the residents. This program is in response to 
these concerns generated mainly by parking congestion from students and staff and from other school-
related activities and parking in residential areas that are adjacent to schools. Set forth in more specific 
detail in section 19-611, such longterm parking by nonresidents displaces resident parking, and impairs 
the health, safety, and welfare of all the residents of the city. In order to protect these neighbors, it is 
necessary to enact parking regulations restricting parking by nonresidents therein, while providing the 
opportunity for residents to park near their homes. The provisions in this article set forth a system of 
preferential resident parking through the establishment of residential permit parking areas within the city 
that will only be applicable to neighborhoods that are adjacent to or in close proximity to school 
institutions and that are affected by the adverse effects described above.  

(Ord. No. 2004-O-188, § 1, 8-16-04) 

Sec. 19-611. - Legislative findings.  



The city council finds that serious adverse effects in certain neighborhoods of the city result from 
motor vehicle congestion, particularly longterm parking of motor vehicles on the streets of such 
neighborhoods by nonresidents generated by adjacent schools thereof who do not visit or conduct 
business with residents. The permit program established by this article will help to alleviate the burdens 
upon residents residing adjacent to school institutions and thus promote the general public welfare.  

(Ord. No. 2004-O-188, § 1, 8-16-04) 

Sec. 19-612. - Definitions.  

Unless the context clearly requires a different meaning, the meanings for the following shall apply 
when used in this chapter:  

Address shall include any residential or business address. Each dwelling unit within an apartment 
building that is distinguished by an apartment number and each office within an office building that is 
distinguished by a suite number shall be considered and address.  

Block shall mean any roadway segment intersected by two (2) other roadways; roadway segments 
over eight hundred (800) feet in length but less than one thousand six hundred (1,600) feet in length shall 
be considered three (3) blocks.  

Business shall mean an enterprise or establishment used for the purpose of conducting business 
located in the designated residential permit parking area.  

Designated residential permit parking area sometimes referred to as residential permit parking area, 
shall mean any roadway upon which the city council imposes parking limitations pursuant to the authority 
granted by this article.  

Motor vehicle shall mean any automobile, truck, motorcycle, or other motor driven form of 
transportation not in excess of ten thousand (10,000) pounds gross weight.  

Nonresident vehicle shall mean a motor vehicle not eligible to be issued a residential parking permit, 
pursuant to the terms and conditions of this program, in the specific area in which it is parked.  

One-day visitor parking permit shall mean a parking permit issued pursuant to this article.  

Person shall include, but not be limited to, individuals, corporations, businesses, partnerships, 
hospitals, and churches.  

Residence shall mean a legal residential address and shall exclude business addresses.  

Resident shall mean any person eighteen (18) years or older who dwells in the residential permit 
parking area on a permanent basis.  

Resident permit shall mean a permit issued under the provisions of this article for use on a resident 
vehicle while parked in a residential permit parking area.  

Resident vehicle shall mean a motor vehicle owned or under the control of a resident and regularly 
parked in the residential area in which the resident resides.  

Residential area shall mean a contiguous or nearly contiguous area where residents dwell and which 
contain public streets.  

School shall include any state-licensed preschool, elementary, middle, junior high, or high school 
with five (5) or more employees.  

Visitor shall mean an individual who calls upon a resident in the designated residential permit parking 
area with specific intent to spend time in or about that resident's residence for the purpose of social 
interaction or to provide a service.  

(Ord. No. 2004-O-188, § 1, 8-16-04) 



Sec. 19-613. - Designation of a residential permit parking area.  

(a)  The traffic safety director or his/her designee shall consider for designation as a residential permit 
parking area any official city residential parking permit petition available at the parking enforcement 
division office presently located at 912 Matamoros Street (second floor) which meets and satisfies 
the following requirements:  

(1)  The petition shall contain a description or a map showing the proposed residential permit 
parking area.  

(2)  The limits of proposed residential permit parking area shall be located within no more than one 
thousand (1,000) feet from a school institution.  

(3)  The proposed residential permit parking area shall include at least six (6) adjacent block fronts 
and at least eighty (80) percent of the block fronts must be residentially zoned, and at a 
minimum, seventy-five (75) percent of all on-street parking spaces within the proposed area 
must be occupied during any two (2) one-hour periods between 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Both 
sides of a roadway must be included in each area unless determined by the traffic safety 
department director or his designee to be impractical or undesirable.  

(4)  The petition shall be supported by a signature, printed name, address, and date of signing of 
the petition by residents eighteen (18) years or older representing at least sixty-seven (67) 
percent of the addresses within each proposed area.  

(b)  Receipt of petition representing at least sixty-seven (67) percent of the addresses within a proposed 
area and meeting requirements (1) through (3) above, will initiate the residential permit parking 
review process. Subsequent counter petitions received from residents within a proposed area will be 
reviewed, but they will in no way invalidate the initial petition requesting the establishment of 
residential permit parking or terminate the review process.  

(c)  Not withstanding the requirements of subsections (1) and (2), the traffic safety director may 
recommend establishment of a residential permit parking in an area when:  

(1)  It is impossible or impractical to establish an area with six (6) or more adjacent block faces.  

(2)  Because accessibility to large apartments or condominiums is restricted, it is impossible to 
access a sufficient number of addresses to obtain signatures representing sixty-seven (67) 
percent of the addresses. However, in no case shall an area be recommended to be 
established as a residential permit parking area when a petition containing signatures 
representing less than thirty (30) percent of the addresses within the area has been submitted 
for review.  

(d)  Upon receipt by the traffic safety director or his/her designee of a petition as described in subsection 
(a), the traffic safety director or his/her designee shall:  

(1)  Undertake or cause to be undertaken such surveys or studies deemed necessary.  

(2)  Conduct a public hearing on the proposed residential permit parking area. Notice of the public 
hearing shall be posted at least ten (10) days prior to the hearing on all block fronts proposed to 
be included residential permit parking area. Notice of public hearing will also be advertised in a 
major local newspaper. Following the hearing, the traffic safety director or his designee may 
accept, amend, or reject the proposed area in any manner including, but not limited to, 
modification of boundaries of the proposed area and the restrictions imposed on such proposed 
area.  

(3)  Upon acceptance of the petition by the traffic safety director or his designee, the traffic safety 
director shall thereafter cause to be drafted a resolution recommending the granting of the 
petition and the establishment of a residential permit parking area, including any regulations and 
time restrictions determined by the traffic safety director of his designee to be reasonable and 
necessary in such area.  



(4)  The city council may in its discretion, adopt, deny or modify the recommended resolution 
submitted by the traffic safety director to grant the petition establishing a residential permit 
parking area. However, the adoption of resolution of the city council will not take effect until the 
traffic safety director has caused the installation of signs designating the area as a residential 
permit parking area pursuant to section 19-615.  

(d)  The establishment of a residential permit parking area and the receipt of a permit pursuant to this 
chapter [article] does not:  

(1)  Guarantee or reserve to the holder thereof an on-street parking space within the designated 
residential permit parking area.  

(2)  Authorize the permit parking holder to leave standing his/her vehicle for more than seventy-two 
(72) hours.  

(3)  Authorize the abridgment or alteration of regulations established by authority other than this 
chapter [article].  

(4)  Exempt the permit parking holder from other traffic controls and regulations existing in the 
designated residential permit parking area.  

(Ord. No. 2004-O-188, § 1, 8-16-04) 

Sec. 19-614. - enforcement.  

(a)  Unless otherwise exempt as provided by section 19-616 below, it shall be unlawful and shall 
constitute a violation of this article for any person to stand or park a motor vehicle, without a current 
residential parking permit properly displayed, at a curb within a residential permit parking area for a 
period of time exceeding the posted restricted parking limitations within a designated residential 
permit parking area established by city council pursuant to this article.  

(b)  The city council authorizes and directs the police department to issue citations to any and all 
persons violating the restricted parking limitations established pursuant to this article and such 
citation shall be deemed to be a criminal complaint charging violations of this title [article] and 
requiring payment of penalties. If the identity of the driver of the vehicle found in violation of this 
article cannot be determined, the owner or person whose name of such vehicle is registered to shall 
be held prima facie for such violation.  

(Ord. No. 2004-O-188, § 1, 8-16-04) 

Sec. 19-615. - Posting of residential permit parking area.  

(a)  Permit stickers in a number representing at least fifty (50) percent of the addresses in a given block 
or fifteen (15) stickers, whichever is less, must be purchased in each block before signs will be 
installed designating residential parking in any area and indicated prominently thereon the time 
limitation, period of the day for its application and conditions under which permit parking shall be 
exempt therefrom.  

(b)  If the minimum number of permits are not purchased within ninety (90) days after city council action 
establishing a residential permit area, money will be refunded and the designation of the area will be 
deemed void.  

(Ord. No. 2004-O-188, § 1, 8-16-04) 

Sec. 19-616. - Permit parking exemption.  



(a)  A motor vehicle on which is displayed a valid residential parking permit, as provided for herein, shall 
be exempt from the time restrictions established for that residential permit parking area pursuant to 
this program.  

(b)  Any vehicle including, but not limited to, clearly marked delivery, emergency utility or service 
vehicles with appropriate commercial license plates which is under the control of an individual 
providing service to a property located on a roadway in the parking permit area shall be exempt from 
the time restrictions in that residential permit parking area while actually engaged in making pickups 
or deliveries of goods, wares, or merchandise from or to any building or structure within the permit 
parking zone or rendering service to a resident within the parking area. Identification of such vehicle 
shall be the responsibility of the driver of such vehicle.  

(c)  Any vehicle which is identified as used by disabled individuals under V.T.C.A., Transportation Code 
chapter 681, Privilege Parking, and displaying the disabled plates or placards, shall be exempt for 
the time restrictions applicable within an established residential permit parking zone, provided the 
provisions of chapter 681 are satisfied.  

(Ord. No. 2004-O-188, § 1, 8-16-04) 

Sec. 19-617. - Modification of a residential permit parking area.  

Upon satisfaction of the requirements as provided in section 19-613 hereof, the city council may, by 
appropriate resolution, modify an existing residential on-street permit parking area.  

(Ord. No. 2004-O-188, § 1, 8-16-04) 

Sec. 19-618. - Issuance of residential parking permits.  

(a)  Residential permit parking areas. The traffic safety department shall be responsible for the receipt of 
applications for and the issuance of residential parking permits to eligible recipients of designated 
residential parking permit areas. Application forms for residential parking permits are available at the 
parking enforcement division office presently located at 912 Matamoros Street (second floor). 
Permits may be issued upon the terms and conditions set forth below:  

(1)  A residential parking permit may be issued for each vehicle owned, leased or under the 
continuing custody of an applicant who provides proof of residency within the designated permit 
parking area and proof of vehicle ownership or continuous custody. No more than one (1) 
parking permit shall be issued to each motor vehicle for which application is made with a 
maximum of three (3) parking permits per address. A resident who has a leased or company 
vehicle regularly parked in the permit parking area may be issued one (1) additional permit. 
Proof of residency can consist of, but is not limited to, a driver's license, current rent receipt, or 
utility bill which identifies the applicant as a resident of a dwelling unit in the area. Proof of 
vehicle ownership or continuing custody can consist of, but is not limited to, a vehicle 
registration or certificate of vehicle lease agreement.  

(2)  A residential parking permit may, in addition, be issued for each vehicle owned, leased, or 
under the continuing custody of a person who owns or leases commercial property and 
engages in business activity and employees thereof, within the designated residential permit 
parking area up to a maximum of three (3) parking permits per business address.  

(3)  A maximum of two (2) permanent visitor tags may be issued per address for residences within 
the residential permit parking area.  

(4)  Where it appears that the number of permits issued would exceed the number of legal on-
street parking spaces, the three-permit maximum referred to in [subsections] (a) and (b) above, 
may be decreased at the discretion of the traffic safety or his/her designee.  



(b)  Business permits. A residential parking permit may be issued to a resident or an employee of a 
business located along a roadway that has been determined by the traffic safety director or his/her 
designee to be significantly impacted by the implementation of residential permit parking on adjacent 
residential roadways. The traffic safety director or his/her designee will determine which commercial 
roadways will qualify and the appropriate boundaries. Any resident or employee whose business is 
located on a qualifying portion of a roadway will be allowed to obtain one (1) permit for each motor 
vehicle they own, lease, or have under their continuing custody up to a maximum of two (2) permits 
per address. In areas where it appears that the number of permits sold would exceed the number of 
legal on-roadway parking spaces, the initial sale would be limited to one (1) permit per address. Any 
resident or employee whose business is located on a qualifying portion of a roadway and whose 
address is in a building that was required by the city to provide off-street parking will not be allowed 
to obtain a residential parking permit.  

(c)  Term of permits. Residential parking permits shall be valid for a term not to exceed one (1) year 
from July 1 to June 30, and shall expire on June 30 of each year regardless of the actual date of 
issuance.  

(d)  Renewal of permits. Renewal of residential parking permits shall be subject to the same application 
procedure and conditions imposed on new permits.  

(Ord. No. 2004-O-188, § 1, 8-16-04) 

Sec. 19-619. - Temporary visitor permits.  

(a)  The traffic safety department shall issue temporary visitor parking permits in accordance with this 
section. A visitor permit shall be of limited duration, but shall otherwise grant to the holder thereof all 
the rights privileges of a residential parking permit. Visitor parking permits shall be one (1) of two (2) 
types:  

(1)  One-day visitor parking permits shall, during the date indicated upon the face of said permit, 
exempt the applicable vehicle from parking time restrictions established pursuant to this 
program,  

(2)  Fourteen-day visitor parking permits shall, for the period of fourteen (14) days commencing 
upon the date indicated upon the face of said permit exempt the applicable vehicle from parking 
restrictions established pursuant to this program.  

(b)  An eligible applicant for a visitor parking permit shall be any person eligible to obtain a residential 
parking permit pursuant to criteria set forth in section 19-613, but no more than five (5) visitor parking 
permits per address shall be issued at one (1) time.  

(Ord. No. 2004-O-188, § 1, 8-16-04) 

Sec. 19-620. - Display of permit.  

(a)  Residential parking permits shall be affixed to the motor vehicle at the left rear bumper.  

(b)  Visitor permits shall be placed inside the vehicle on the dashboard, with the effective date, license 
number of the vehicle for which the permit applies and the name of the resident to whom the permit 
is issued, clearly visible through the windshield on the driver's side or attached in the rearview mirror.  

(Ord. No. 2004-O-188, § 1, 8-16-04) 

Sec. 19-621. - Article interpretation.  



The traffic safety director or his/her designee shall have discretion in the implementation and/or 
interpretation of this article.  

(Ord. No. 2004-O-188, § 1, 8-16-04) 

Sec. 19-622. - Parking permit fees.  

The initial purchase, renewal or replacement of a residential parking permit for a vehicle owned, 
leased, or under the continuing custody of a resident and registered at a qualifying residence or business 
address in addition to vehicles owned, leased, or under the continuing custody of an owner or employee 
of a qualifying neighborhood serving center shall be assessed the corresponding fees set forth in section 
19-623, Fee schedule. Fees will be reviewed on an annual basis and established by the traffic safety 
director and may be changed through ordinance amendment by city council.  

(Ord. No. 2004-O-188, § 1, 8-16-04) 

Sec. 19-623. - Fee schedule.  

The fees for the residential parking permit program shall be that fixed by the schedule adopted for by 
city council at the time of application for the permit as follows:  

RESIDENTIAL PERMIT PARKING PROGRAM FEE SCHEDULE  

Residential parking (auto) ..... $ 15.00  

Residential parking (senior citizens 50 years) ..... 10.00  

Residential parking annual renewal ..... 10.00  

Business (owner-auto) ..... 25.00  

Business (employee) ..... 30.00  

Business (commercial vehicle) ..... 60.00  

Visitor parking (permanent) ..... 10.00  

Visitor parking (14-day) ..... 5.00  

Visitor parking (one day) ..... 2.00  

Replace lost permit ..... 15.00  

(Ord. No. 2004-O-188, § 1, 8-16-04) 

Sec. 19-624. - Revocation of permit.  

(a)  Basis for revocation. The following are acts which may be the basis for revocation of the permits 
issued by the traffic safety director:  

(1)  For any person to falsely represent himself or herself as eligible for a parking permit or to 
furnish false information in an application therefor.  

(2)  For any person holding a valid parking permit issued pursuant hereto to permit use or display 
of such permit on a motor vehicle other than that for which the permit was issued.  



(3)  For any person to copy, reproduce or otherwise bring into existence a facsimile or counterfeit 
parking permit or permits without written authorization from the traffic safety director.  

(4)  For any person to knowingly use or display a facsimile or counterfeit parking permit in order to 
evade time limitations on parking applicable in a residential permit area.  

(5)  For any person holding a valid parking permit issued pursuant hereto to sell, give or exchange 
said permit to any other person.  

(6)  For any person to knowingly commit any act which is prohibited by the terms of this program or 
any ordinance enacted by authority granted by this program.  

(b)  Revocation process. The traffic safety director or his/her designee is authorized to revoke the 
residential parking permit of any person alleged to be in violation of this program subject to the 
following procedural guidelines:  

(1)  The traffic safety director shall provide written notice with an intent to revoke permit to the 
permittee. Such written notice shall include a statement outlining the grounds for revoking the 
permit as well as the date, time, and place set for a hearing before the traffic safety director or 
his/her representative to determine if the revocation shall be effectuated.  

(2)  Written notice of the date, time, and place of such hearing shall he served upon the permittee 
at least five (5) days prior to the date set for such hearing. Failure to appear shall constitute a 
waiver of the permittee's opportunity to challenge the revocation and shall be deemed an 
admission by the permitee of the grounds for revocation stated in the written notice.  

(3)  At the hearing before the traffic safety director or his/her representative the permitee shall have 
the right to be represented by an attorney, to present any evidence and a written or oral 
argument or both.  

(4)  No decisions shall be invalidated because of the admission into the record and the proof of any 
fact in dispute of any evidence not admissible under the common law or statutory rules of 
evidence.  

(5)  Within five (5) working days after close of the hearing, the traffic safety director or his/her 
representative shall enter his/her decision based upon the record presented and notify the 
permitee in writing of such decision. The decision of traffic safety director shall be final. Failure, 
when so requested, to surrender a residential permit parking so revoked shall constitute a 
violation of this article. There will be no refunds for revoked permits.  

(c)  Penalty. Any vehicle found to be in violation of the article based upon any of the acts stated in 
[subsection] (a) above, in addition to revocation of the permit, will be towed at the owner's expense.  

(Ord. No. 2004-O-188, § 1, 8-16-04; Ord. No. 2005-O-023, § 1, 1-24-05) 

Secs. 19-625—19-649. - Reserved. 

ARTICLE XV. - SPEED HUMP INSTALLATION POLICY  

Sec. 19-650. - General.  

The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines for the application of speed cushions, a type of 
speed humps, which is a relatively new approach to controlling vehicular speeds along a street, designed 
to better accommodate emergency vehicles. Research has shown that speed humps are an effective and 
appropriate device for safely reducing vehicle speeds on certain types of streets when installed in 
accordance with the provisions of this policy. However, in order to reduce delays and better 
accommodate emergency vehicles, a new speed cushion design will be replacing the typical speed hump 
design that has previously been used for controlling vehicular speeds along a street. In order for speed 
cushion installations to be effective, they should be located selectively in accordance with defined 



transportation engineering criteria for the purpose of ameliorating documented speeding problems. As in 
the case with all traffic-control devices, proper installation will also minimize driver frustration and 
encourage safe driving practices.  

This policy provides procedures and criteria for the installation of safe and effective speed cushions. 
It allows for residents affected by a proposed speed cushion to participate and provide input in the 
installation process. It also provides for a sharing of the speed cushion installation cost between the city 
and the neighborhood under certain conditions.  

(Ord. No. 2010-O-139, § A., 9-20-10) 

Sec. 19-651. - Definitions.  

For the context of this policy only:  

Application for speed cushions include the petition;  

Official accident report is a police filed report of an accident due to speeding.  

Residential dwellings include single-family houses, townhouses, duplexes, triplexes, quadplexes and 
mobile homes;  

Speed criteria is the speed five (5) mph, or more, over the legal speed limit (thirty (30) mph);  

Speed cushion is a speed hump with an unraised path for fire trucks and ambulances through the 
hump. Speed cushions are devices designed as several small speed humps installed across the width of 
the road with spaces between them. They are generally installed in a series across a roadway resembling 
a split speed hump.  

Speed hump is a geometric design feature of a roadway, consisting of a three- to four-inch raised 
area in the roadway pavement surface extending twelve-foot transversely across the travel way, whose 
primary purpose is to reduce the speed of vehicles traveling along that roadway (See figure 1); page 5.  

Speeds are eighty-fifth percentile speeds, i.e., the speed at or below which eighty-five (85) percent or 
vehicles are traveling;  

Street refers to the street length that must be petitioned. It is a one-thousand-one-hundred-foot 
segment generally centered on the location of the speed cushions, or the length of the block, whichever is 
greater. If the one-thousand-one-hundred-foot segment extends into any part of an adjacent block, it 
includes the entire length of the adjacent block, unless separated by an intervening thoroughfare or offset 
intersection. No traffic signals or stop signs should be located within the one-thousand-one-hundred-foot 
segment to be considered for speed cushion installation. Installation of a speed cushion will not be 
considered within three hundred (300) feet of a traffic signal.  

(Ord. No. 2010-O-139, § B., 9-20-10) 

Sec. 19-652. - Eligibility requirements.  

All of the following criteria must be satisfied for a street to be considered eligible for speed cushion 
installation. The city reserves the right to change any or all of the criteria if deemed necessary.  

(1)  Petition. A petition from the residents that documents that a least seventy-five (75) percent of 
all households, adjacent to the project street, support their installation.  

(2)  Location of the street. The land uses of the properties abutting the street where the speed 
cushion is proposed must be composed primarily of residential dwellings.  

(3)  Operational characteristics of the street.  



a.  Speed cushions should only be installed on those roadway facilities functionally classified 
as "local" streets. These streets generally permit direct access to abutting lands, connect to 
higher classification streets, offer the lowest level of traffic mobility and deliberately 
discourage service to through traffic movement. These "local" streets should be residential 
in nature.  

b.  There must be no more than one (1) moving lane of traffic in each direction.  

c.  Traffic volumes must be more than five hundred (500) but less than three thousand (3,000) 
vehicles per day.  

d.  Vehicle speeds must exceed the speed criteria.  

e.  The street must have a posted or prima facie speed limit of thirty (30) mph or less as 
determined in accordance with state law.  

f.  Speed cushions should not be installed on streets that are defined or used as primary or 
routine emergency vehicle access routes. Fire and police approval will be required.  

g.  The street must not be classified as a major collector or an arterial, as defined by the 
thoroughfare plan of the city.  

(4)  School zones. When the street requesting a speed cushion is abutting a school zone the 
minimum speed criteria should be lowered from thirty-five (35) mph to thirty (30) mph and the 
peak twenty (20) mph school speed zone time period should not be taken into consideration 
when evaluating the speed criteria.  

(5)  Geometric characteristics of the street.  

a.  The street must have adequate sight distances to safely accommodate the speed cushion 
as determined by the traffic safety department.  

b.  The street must not have curves or grades that prevent safe placement of the speed 
cushions and where the visibility of the speed cushion is restricted. Speed humps may be 
located on streets that contain curves and/or grades, but the speed cushion itself should 
not be located within a significant horizontal curve, on a vertical grade greater than eight 
(8) percent.  

c.  The street must be paved and have curb and gutter. If there are no curbs, a special design 
must be used to prevent vehicle runarounds and accommodate drainage.  

(Ord. No. 2010-O-139, § C., 9-20-10) 

Sec. 19-653. - Cost responsibility.  

(a)  The cost for the speed cushion installation includes signs, pavement markings, and if necessary, 
special design features such as bollards, curbing, or guardrail. It may be shared between the city and 
residents according to how much the measured speed on the street exceeds the speed criteria. 
Streets that request city funding are ranked according to their speeding problem on an annual basis. 
If the city's available funds for this program are not sufficient to install speed humps on the street the 
first year, it will remain eligible for three (3) additional years. This cost sharing is defined as follows:  

COST SHARING TABLE  

85th Percentile Speed  Resident's Cost Share  

Less than 36 mph  80%  



37 mph  60%  

38 mph  40%  

39 mph  20%  

40 mph or greater  0%  

  

(b)  The term "resident", when used in cost sharing, does not necessarily refer to the petitioners. It is 
used to define the share of the cost that is not the responsibility of the city and could be paid by one 
(1) or more of the residents or from other private sources. Notwithstanding the provisions of the 
foregoing cost sharing table, residents may be able to expedite speed cushion installation by 
voluntarily paying the full installation cost.  

(Ord. No. 2010-O-139, § D., 9-20-10) 

Sec. 19-654. - Project prioritization.  

Speed cushion projects are prioritized on a citywide basis. This would ensure proper allocation of the 
city's resources. The projects will be ranked according to the criteria developed by the traffic safety 
department. The project prioritization is subject to revision.  

(Ord. No. 2010-O-139, § E., 9-20-10) 

Sec. 19-655. - Speed cushion removal and alteration.  

The process for speed cushion removal or alteration by residents is the same as the process for 
installation, except that there is no city participation in cost sharing. In case the city determines that 
unforeseen problems exist due to the speed cushions, it may be redesigned or removed by the city. In 
such case, the city will bear the cost of the speed cushion removal.  

(Ord. No. 2010-O-139, § F., 9-20-10) 

Sec. 19-656. - Speed cushion location.  

A speed cushion must not be located in front of a property if the occupant objects to its placement or, 
in the case of a property containing low-density multiple dwellings, if a majority of the households on the 
property object to its placement. Fulfillment of this requirement is the responsibility of the applicant(s). 
Speed cushions will not be installed within thirty (30) feet of a signalized intersection. Speed cushions 
should not be installed in front of a driveway. The exact speed cushion locations will be determined by the 
traffic safety department subject to traffic safety and operation requirements.  

(Ord. No. 2010-O-139, § G., 9-20-10) 

Sec. 19-657. - Design standards and procedures.  



The traffic safety department shall prepare and maintain current design standards and installation 
procedures for speed cushions in accordance with this policy. The city will be responsible for the 
maintenance of speed cushions and all related features. The city reserves the right to change or modify 
any of these standards or procedures as may deem necessary.  

(Ord. No. 2010-O-139, § H., 9-20-10)  

[Figure 1]  
What is a Speed Cushion?  

• A speed hump is a raised area in the roadway pavement surface extending transversely across the 
travel way.  

• A speed cushion is a speed hump with an unraised path for fire trucks and ambulances through the 
hump. Speed cushions are devices designed as several small speed humps installed across the width of 
the road with spaces between them. They are generally installed in a series across a roadway resembling 
a split speed hump.  

• Normally its maximum height is three (3) to four (4) inches.  

• The travel length is approximately six (6) feet, six (6) inches.  

• It creates a gentle vehicle rocking motion, slowing traffic to fifteen (15) mph or less at the hump.  

CITY OF LAREDO  
PROCEDURES FOR SPEED CUSHION INSTALLATION  

1.  The initial request for the installation of speed cushions must originate from the residents living on 
the street or from a city council member through city council action. A request in writing from a 
resident or representative must be forwarded to the following address:  

Speed Hump Program  
Traffic Safety Department Engineering Division  
2800 E. Saunders  
Laredo, Texas 78041  

2.  A preliminary determination of eligibility based on available traffic data will be made in a timely 
manner.  

A.  If the street is determined not to be eligible, the applicant(s) will be given written notification of 
that determination and its reasons. The street cannot be taken into consideration for speed 
cushions until two (2) years after the first study was done.  

B.  The decision may be appealed in writing to the director of traffic safety within fifteen (15) days of 
the notification date. The director will review the determination and respond to the applicant(s) 
within thirty (30) days of the appeal request.  

C.  If the street is determined to be eligible for consideration, a meeting will be arranged between 
the applicant(s) and staff to define the petition area and the approximate speed cushion 
location. The applicant(s) or council member making the request, will be instructed to submit a 
petition indicating that a minimum of two-thirds ( 2/3 ) of the low-density dwelling households on 
the street support the installation of speed cushions as provided in the speed cushion policy. 
Only petition forms supplied by the Traffic safety department or exact duplicates may be used 
for this purpose.  

3.  After verification of the petitions, the traffic safety department will conduct the necessary 
transportation engineering studies and solicit comments and recommendations of other agencies. A 
determination of the street's eligibility for speed cushion installation will be made in a timely manner, 
based on the speed hump installation policy.  



A.  If the street is determined not to be eligible for speed cushion installation, the applicant(s) or 
Council Member making the request will be notified in writing giving the reason.  

B.  The decision may be appealed in the same manner as in Section 2.  

C.  If the street is determined to be eligible, the street will be placed on a list of streets eligible for 
speed cushion installation.  

4.  The traffic safety department will make a determination of the total installation cost and the cost 
sharing responsibility of the residents, if applicable, according to the speed cushion policy.  

5.  Depending on the method used to pay for the cost of the speed cushion installation, either section 
5A or section 5B will apply. Section 5A will apply if there is no city participation in the cost (i.e., the 
cost will be fully paid with voluntary private funding). Section 5B will apply if the residents request 
any city participation in paying for the cost of the speed cushion installation, if that option is available 
under section 19-653 of the speed cushion policy.  

A.  Once a street is placed on the list of streets approved for speed cushion installation, the city will 
submit a statement to the representative of the residents for the cost of the speed cushion 
installation. Upon receipt of payment of the cost, the speed cushions will be installed as 
scheduling permits. If full payment has not been received within one (1) year from the statement 
date, the street will be removed from the list of streets approved for speed cushion installation 
and all monies received, if any, returned to the payer.  

- OR -  

B.  (1)  The traffic safety department will prepare a report on an annual basis containing a list of 
streets approved for speed cushion installation that require city funding, either in whole or 
part, in a request for funding to the city council. The report will rank the requests in an 
order of priority determined by the following calculation:  

VARIABLE  

ITEM  
CALCULATED AS  VALUE  

A  Fraction of vehicles exceeding speed criteria × daily traffic volume  =  

B  
Number of schools, parks, churches, or institutions on street (maximum of 2) × 

200  
=  

C  Percent of petitioning households on street requesting speed cushions × 5  =  

D  Number of reported accidents in previous 12-month period × 100  =  

RATING 

SUM  
(A + B + C + D)  =  

  

(2)  The street yielding the highest numerical value from the above summation will be 
considered to have the highest priority. The street with the earliest application date will 
have the highest priority among streets with the same summation value. The report will 



contain the above ranked list of streets approved for speed cushion installation, together 
with the factors that contributed to the development of the rating, e.g., speed, vehicles per 
day, rating sum, etc. The Director of Traffic Safety will also keep a list of all pending speed 
cushion requests. A street that does not receive speed cushion installation funding 
approval will automatically be considered in the following years, for a maximum of three (3) 
additional years. After that time period, a new request and petition are required.  

(3)  When a budget amount for speed cushion installations has been approved by the city 
council, the traffic safety department will determine which installations, based on the 
calculated ratings, will be funded from the budgeted amount. Representatives of the 
applicants for all approved speed cushion installations will be notified of which requests 
have been funded for the coming fiscal year.  

(4)  Installations not included in the group to be funded can be approved if their full installation 
cost (including the city's share) is voluntarily paid, as provided in section 5A.  

(5)  The city will submit a statement to the representative of the residents for any cost based 
on the provisions of the speed cushion policy. It will list the total cost, portion to be paid by 
residents and the portion to be paid by the city. Upon funding approval and receipt of 
payment in full of the residents' share, the speed cushions will be installed as scheduling 
permits. If full payment of the residents' share, if any is required, has not been received 
within one (1) year from the statement date, the street will be removed from the list of 
streets approved for speed cushions and all monies received, if any, returned to the payer.  

SPECIAL PROVISION FOR INSTALLATION  

Where it is determined that a specific traffic safety hazard exists, city council may request the 
installation of a speed cushion(s) through this special provision through city council action only after a 
study has been conducted and determined that a speed cushion(s) was not warranted by the minimum 
guidelines of this policy. City council will exercise the option to use this special provision provided that the 
following minimum guidelines are met:  

1.  Minimum eighty-fifth-percentile speed of thirty (30) mph.  

2.  Minimum street length of seven hundred (700) feet.  

3.  Recommendation from the Fire Chief and the Police Chief of the City of Laredo.  

4.  Approval by seventy (75) percent of residents within the proposed speed cushion(s) project 
location.  

5.  Minimum of one (1) official accident report within a one (1) year period prior to date of official 
speed cushion request.  

6.  Geometric characteristics of the affected section of street does not create a safety hazard for 
the motoring public if a speed cushion is installed or created a drainage issue as recommended 
by engineer.  

City council will make the final decision to install the speed cushions under this special provision and 
could require the use of their respective discretionary funds for the cost involved in the installation of the 
speed cushion(s).  

(Ord. No. 010_o_139, § H, 9-20-10) 

Sec. 19-1. - Definitions.  

(a)  For the purpose of this chapter the following terms shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to 
them:  



Agricultural equipment means any tractor, tractor trailer or other attachment, and any other 
motorized equipment meant primarily for use in farming or agricultural activities.  

Authorized emergency vehicles: Vehicles of the fire department (fire patrol), police vehicles, public 
and private ambulances for which permits have been issued by the state board of health, emergency 
vehicles of municipal departments or public service corporations as are designated or authorized by the 
city council, and private vehicles operated by volunteer firemen while answering a fire alarm.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 2(d).  

Bicycle: Every device propelled by human power upon which any person may ride, having two (2) 
tandem wheels either of which is more than fourteen (14) inches in diameter.  

Bus: Every motor vehicle designed for carrying more than ten (10) passengers and used for the 
transportation of persons; and every motor vehicle other than taxicabs designed and used for the 
transportation of persons for compensation.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 4(b).  

Bus stop: A section of the roadway along the edge thereof marked by signs reading "bus stop" as a 
place for the sole use and convenience of the general public to board and depart from any bus.  

Business district: The territory contiguous to and including a roadway when, within six hundred (600) 
feet along such highway, there are buildings in use for business or industrial purposes including, but not 
limited to, hotels, banks, office buildings, railroad stations and public buildings which occupy at least three 
hundred (300) feet of frontage on one side or three hundred (300) feet collectively on both sides of the 
roadway.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 17(a).  

City: The City of Laredo, Texas, and that physical area within the corporate boundaries of the City of 
Laredo, Texas.  

City terminal: A business or other location within the municipal boundaries of the City of Laredo 
which business or location serves as a point of origination or receipt for shipments of NRHM.  

Commercial motor vehicle means any motor vehicle (other than a motorcycle or passenger car) 
designed or used primarily for the transportation of property, including any passenger car which has been 
reconstructed so as to be used and which is being used primarily for delivery purposes, with the 
exception of passenger cars used in the delivery of the United States mail.  

Controlled-access or limited-access highway: Every highway to which owners or occupants of 
abutting lands and other persons have no legal right of access to or from the same except at such points 
only and in such a manner as may be determined by the public authority having jurisdiction over such 
highway.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, Vernon's Ann. Civ. St. art. 6701d, § 13(g).  

County terminal. A business or other location within the boundaries of the county and outside the city 
limits in which the business or location serves as a point of origination or receipt for shipments of non-
radioactive hazardous materials (NRHM).  

Crosswalk: That part of a roadway at any intersection included within the connection of the lateral 
lines of the sidewalks on opposite sides of the street, whether marked or not, measured from the curbs or 
in the absence of curbs, from the edges of the traversable roadway. The word "crosswalk" also includes 
any portion of a roadway at an intersection or elsewhere distinctly indicated for pedestrian crossings by 
lines or other markings on the surface.  



State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 15.  

Daytime and nighttime: "Daytime" means from one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after 
sunset, and "nighttime" means at any other hour.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 20A.  

Driver: Every person who drives or is in actual physical control of the movements of a vehicle.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 10(c).  

Gross weight: The weight of a vehicle without load, plus the weight of any load thereon.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 20C.  

Intersection: The area embraced within the prolongation or connection of the lateral curblines or, if 
none, then the lateral boundary lines of the roadways of two (2) streets or highways which join one 
another at, or approximately at, right angles, or the area within which vehicles traveling upon different 
streets or highways joining at any other angle may come in conflict. Where a highway includes two (2) 
roadways thirty (30) feet or more apart, then every crossing of each roadway of such divided street or 
highway by an intersecting highway shall be regarded as a separate intersection. In the event such 
intersecting street or highway also includes two (2) roadways thirty (30) feet or more apart, then every 
crossing of the two (2) roadways of such highway shall be regarded as a separate intersection. The 
junction of an alley with a street or highway shall not be considered an intersection.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 14.  

Laned street: A street which is divided into two (2) or more clearly marked lanes for vehicular traffic.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 13(e).  

Local delivery of regulated material(s): Transportation that originates in the City of Laredo, Texas, is 
bound for delivery in the City of Laredo, or both.  

Metal tire: Every tire the surface of which in contact with the highway is wholly or partly of metal or 
other hard nonresilient material.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, Vernon's Ann. Civ. St. art. 6701d, § 6(c).  

Motor vehicle: Every vehicle which is self-propelled and every vehicle which is propelled by electric 
power obtained from overhead trolley wires, but not operated upon rails.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 2(b).  

Motor-assisted bicycle: A bicycle which may be propelled by human power or a motor, or by both, 
with a motor of a capacity of less sixty (60) cubic centimeters piston displacement, which is capable of a 
maximum speed of not more than twenty (20) miles per hour on a flat surface with not more than one 
percent grade in any direction when the motor is engaged.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 2(n).  



Motor-driven cycle: Every motorcycle, including every motor scooter, with a motor which produces 
not to exceed five (5) brake horsepower (brake horsepower developed by a prime mover as measured by 
a brake applied to the driving shaft) and every bicycle with motor attached other than a motor assisted 
bicycle.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 2(i).  

Motorcycle: Every motor vehicle having a saddle for the use of the rider and designed to travel on 
not more than three (3) wheels in contact with the ground but excluding a tractor.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 2(c).  

Muffler: A device consisting of a series of chambers of baffle plates or other mechanical design for 
the purpose of receiving exhaust gas from an internal combustion engine and/or turbine wheels for the 
purpose of receiving exhaust gas from a diesel engine, both of which are effective in reducing noise.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art.6701d, § 2(m).  

NRHM (non-radioactive hazardous materials) vehicle: A vehicle transporting regulated materials and 
subject to provisions and regulations of this article XVI.  

Negligence: The failure to use that degree of care that a reasonable and prudent person would use 
under the same or similar circumstances.  

No parking zone: A space or area on the roadway adjacent to the curb, whether marked by official 
signs or not, in which no vehicle may be parked.  

Non-radioactive hazardous materials (NRHM): Those non-radioactive materials classified as 
hazardous by the United States Government through the Secretary of Transportation pursuant to his or 
her authority under 49 U.S.C.A. Sec. 1801 et seq. (1976).  

Non-radioactive hazardous materials (NRHM) route: The limitations on the through-routing 
movement of commercial vehicles carrying non-radioactive materials classified as hazardous (i.e. 
petrochemicals, gases, corrosives, etc.) of a certain weight and quantity to designated highways or routes 
as implemented by 49 Code of Federal Regulation Part 397 and delegated to political subdivisions 
pursuant to the Tex. Admin. Code § 25.203(a).  

Non-radioactive hazardous materials (NRHM) transportation: Motor vehicle transportation of non-
radioactive hazardous materials in such quantities that the vehicle is required to carry and exhibit 
placards pursuant to Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Part 172.  

Official traffic-control devices: All signs, signals, markings and devices not inconsistent with this 
chapter placed or erected by authority of a public body or official having jurisdiction for the purpose of 
regulating, warning or guiding traffic.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 18(a).  

Overnight means anytime between the hours of 7:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. the following day.  

Owner: A person, other than a lienholder, having the property in or title to a vehicle. The term 
includes a person entitled to the use and possession of a vehicle subject to a security interest in another 
person, but excludes a lessee under lease not intended as security.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 10(d).  



Park or parking: The standing of a vehicle, whether occupied or not, otherwise than temporarily for 
the purpose of and while actually engaged in loading or unloading materials or passengers.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 20E.  

Parking stall or parking space: That portion or section of a roadway adjacent to the curbing or edge, 
set apart, marked and bounded by lines painted or marked upon the surface of the roadway and 
extending into the roadway for the use of parking vehicles, or that portion of any alley marked by official 
signs showing such space to be a parking zone.  

Passenger: Any person in or on a vehicle other than the driver, whether or not the vehicle is moving.  

Passenger car: Every motor vehicle, except motorcycles and motor driven cycles, designed for 
carrying ten (10) passengers or less and used for the transportation of persons.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 2(j).  

Pedestrian: Any person afoot.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 10(c).  

Police officer: Every officer of the city police department or any officer authorized to direct or regulate 
traffic or to make arrests for violations of traffic regulations.  

Private road or driveway: Every way or place in private ownership and used for vehicular travel by 
the owner and those having expressed or implied permission from the owner but not by other persons.  

Pushcarts: Every device propelled by human power having three (3) wheels and designed to carry a 
load on the front portion.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 13(b).  

Public space: A place where people are assembled or to which people commonly resort for purposes 
of business, amusement, recreation or other lawful purposes and, for the purpose of this chapter, shall 
include all streets and alleys within the boundaries of the city.  

Railroad: A carrier of persons or materials upon cars, other than street cars, operated upon 
stationary rails.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 7(a).  

Regulated materials: Non-radioactive hazardous materials of the character regulated by this article 
and affected by this local non-radioactive hazardous materials route regulation.  

Requiring placard, (when used to describe a vehicle): Any vehicle transporting hazardous materials 
in sufficient quantity to require placarding as set forth in the United States Department of Transportation 
Hazardous Materials Regulations 49 U.S.C.A. Sec. 1801 et seq. (1976).  

Residence district: The territory contiguous to and including a street or highway not comprising a 
business district when the property on such street or highway for a distance of three hundred (300) feet or 
more is, in the main, improved with residences or residences and buildings in use for business.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 17(b).  



Right-of-way: The right of one vehicle or pedestrian to proceed in a lawful manner in preference to 
another vehicle or pedestrian approaching under such circumstances of direction, speed and proximity as 
to give rise to danger of collision unless one grants precedence to the other.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 20.  

Roadway: That portion of a street or highway, improved, designed for or ordinarily used for vehicular 
travel exclusive of the berm or shoulder. In the event a highway includes two (2) or more separate 
roadways the term "roadway" as used herein shall refer to any such roadway separately but not to all 
such roadways collectively.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 13(c).  

Route: A street on which signs are erected giving notice thereof that certain types of vehicles may or 
may not be operated.  

Safety zone: The area or space officially set apart within a roadway for the exclusive use of 
pedestrians and which is protected or is so marked or indicated by adequate signs as to be plainly visible 
at all times while set apart as a safety zone.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 16.  

School bus: Every motor vehicle that complies with the color and identification requirements set forth 
in the most recent edition of standards as produced and sponsored by the National Commission on 
Safety Education of the National Education Association, Washington, D.C. and is being used to transport 
children to or from school or in connection with school activities, but not including buses operated by 
common carriers in urban transportation of schoolchildren.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 2(e).  

Semitrailer means every vehicle of the trailer type so designed or used in conjunction with a motor 
vehicle that some part of its own weight and that of its own load rests upon or is carried by another motor 
vehicle.  

Sidewalk: That portion of a street between the curblines, of the lateral lines of a roadway, and the 
adjacent property lines intended for the use of pedestrians.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 13(d).  

Signs and signals: When pertaining to drivers of vehicles, the position of a driver's hand or arm or 
the use of signal lights to indicate to the driver of other vehicles that he intends to stop, start or change his 
direction of travel; when pertaining to a physical object or marking, any official traffic-control device.  

Stand or standing: The halting of a vehicle whether occupied or not, otherwise than for the purpose 
of and while actually engaged in receiving or discharging passengers.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 20F.  

Stop: When required, the complete cessation of movement.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 20G.  



Stop or stopping: When prohibited, means any halting even momentary of a vehicle, whether 
occupied or not except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or in compliance with the 
directions of a police officer or traffic-control sign or signal.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 20H.  

Street or highway: The entire width between the boundary lines of every way publicly maintained 
when any part thereof is open to the use of the public for purposes of vehicular travel.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 13(a).  

Through-street or highway: A street or highway, or a portion thereof, on which vehicular traffic is 
given preferential right-of-way, and at the entrances to which vehicular traffic from intersecting highways 
is required by law to yield the right-of-way to vehicles on such through highway in obedience to either a 
stop sign, yield sign or other official traffic-control device when such signs are erected as provided in this 
chapter.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 13(f).  

Through-traffic transportation: Transportation of regulated material(s) that originates outside of the 
corporate boundaries of the City of Laredo, Texas, and involves no deliveries or pickups inside the 
corporate boundaries of the City of Laredo, Texas.  

Traffic: Pedestrians, ridden or herded animals, vehicles, streetcars and other conveyances either 
singly or together while using any street for purposes of travel.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 19.  

Traffic-control signal: Any device, whether manually, electrically, or mechanically operated, by which 
traffic is alternately directed to stop and permitted to proceed.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 18(b).  

Trailer means every vehicle without motive power designed or used for carrying property or 
passengers wholly on its own structure and to be drawn by a motor vehicle.  

Truck: Every motor vehicle designed, used, or maintained primarily for the transportation of property.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 4(a).  

Truck-tractors means every motor vehicle designed or used primarily for drawing other vehicles and 
not so constructed as to carry a load other than a part of the weight of the vehicle and load so drawn.  

Vehicle: Every device in, upon or by which any person or property is or may be transported or drawn 
upon a public highway, except devices moved by human power or used exclusively upon stationary rails 
or tracks.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 2(a).  

Walks: Areas in public ways designed primarily for pedestrian use.  

Zones: Areas in public ways designed for limited or specialized uses.  



(b)  In addition to the definitions contained in paragraph (a) of this section, and unless the context of this 
chapter dictates otherwise all the definitions in the Uniform Traffic Act shall be applicable to the 
words and phrases used in this chapter.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-1; Ord. No. 2011-O-149, § 1, 11-28-11; Ord. No. 2015-O-168 , § 1, 12-7-

15)  

Cross reference— Rules of construction and definitions generally, § 1-2. 

Sec. 19-2. - Scope.  

The provisions of this chapter relating to the operation of vehicles refer exclusively to the operation of 
vehicles upon highways except where a different place is specifically referred to in a given section.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-2)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 21. 

Sec. 19-3. - Driver's license.  

It shall be unlawful for any person to drive or otherwise propel any motor vehicle within the city 
unless such person shall have in his possession a current, valid driver's license issued by the state of his 
residency.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-3)  

Cross reference— Licenses, permits and miscellaneous business regulations, Ch. 18.  

State Law reference— Driver's licenses, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 1 et seq. 

Sec. 19-4. - Application of chapter provisions—To governmental vehicles.  

The provisions of this chapter applicable to the drivers of vehicles upon the highways and streets 
shall apply to the drivers of all vehicles owned or operated by the United States, this state or any county, 
city, town or any other political subdivision of this state subject to such specific exceptions as are set forth 
in this chapter with reference to authorized emergency vehicles.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-4)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 24(f). 

Sec. 19-5. - Same—To persons propelling pushcarts or riding animals.  

Every person propelling any pushcart, riding animals or driving any animal-drawn vehicle upon a 
roadway shall be granted all of the rights and shall be subject to all of the duties applicable to the driver of 
a vehicle, except those provisions of this chapter which by their very nature can have no application.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-5)  

http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=760081&datasource=ordbank


Cross reference— Animals and fowl, Ch. 6.  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 25. 

Sec. 19-6. - Same—To workmen, equipment.  

The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to persons, teams, motor vehicles and other equipment 
while actually engaged in work upon the surface of a highway or street, but shall apply to such persons 
and vehicles when traveling to or from such work.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-6)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 24(a). 

Sec. 19-7. - Same—To authorized emergency vehicles.  

(a)  The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle, when responding to an emergency call or when in 
the pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law or when responding to but not upon returning 
from a fire alarm, may exercise the privileges set forth in this section, but subject to the conditions 
herein stated.  

(b)  The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle may:  

(1)  Park or stand, irrespective of the provisions of this chapter;  

(2)  Proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but only after slowing down as may be 
necessary for safe operation;  

(3)  Exceed the maximum speed limits so long as he does not endanger life or property;  

(4)  Disregard regulations governing direction of movement or turning in specified directions.  

(c)  The exemptions herein granted to an authorized emergency vehicle shall apply only when such 
vehicle is making use of audible and visual signals meeting the requirements of state law, except 
that an authorized emergency vehicle operated as a police vehicle need not be equipped with or 
display a red light visible from in front of the vehicle.  

(d)  The foregoing provisions shall not relieve the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle from the 
duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons, nor shall such provisions protect the driver 
from the consequences of his reckless disregard for the safety of others.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-7)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 2(b)—(d). 

Sec. 19-8. - Chapter not to interfere with rights of owners of real estate.  

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent the owner of real property used by the public for 
purposes of vehicular travel by permission of the owner and not as matter of right from prohibiting such 
use, or from requiring other or different or additional conditions than those specified in this chapter, or 
otherwise regulating such use as may seem best to such owner.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-8)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 28. 



Sec. 19-9. - Required obedience to traffic laws.  

It is unlawful and unless otherwise declared in this chapter with respect to particular offenses, it is a 
misdemeanor for any person to do any act forbidden or fail to perform any act required in this chapter.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-9)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art 6701d, § 22. 

Sec. 19-10. - Obedience to traffic officers.  

No person shall willfully fail or refuse to comply with any lawful order or direction of any police officer 
invested by law with the authority to direct, control or regulate traffic.  

(Ord. of 3-18-80, § 1-10)  

State Law reference— Similar provisions, V.A.C.S. art. 6701d, § 23. 

Sec. 19-11. - Fee for dismissal of traffic cases in municipal court.  

The municipal court of the city is authorized to collect a fee in the amount of ten dollars ($10.00) to 
cover the services performed when a case is dismissed because a defendant has completed a "defensive 
driving course" under the provisions of Vernon's Ann. Civ. St. art. 6701d, § 143A. The municipal court 
judge is expressly authorized to impose a fee of up to ten dollars ($10.00) to cover services performed 
when a case is dismissed as described above. (Ord. No. 87-167, § 1, 10-26-87)  

Editor's note— Ord. No. 87-167, adopted Oct. 26, 1987, did not specifically amend this Code; 

hence, inclusion of § 1 as § 19-11 was at the discretion of the editor.  

Cross reference— Fees for municipal court documents, § 2-3(a). 

Secs. 19-12, 19-13. - Reserved.  

Editor's note— Ord. No. 98-061, § 1, adopted Feb. 23, 1998, repealed §§ 19-12 and 19-13 

which pertained to identification markings on and liability insurance requirement for motor 

carriers, respectively, and derived from Ord. No. 90-12, §§ 1—5, adopted Jan. 15, 1990; and 

Ord. No. 91-095, §§ 1—5, adopted April 15, 1991. 

Secs. 19-14—19-25. - Reserved.  


