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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The City of Laredo is applying for a Presidential Permit to allow for the expansion of the existing 
Laredo World Trade Bridge and to allow for the addition of an adjacent span to the existing 
international bridge.  The World Trade Bridge Expansion Project will construct an additional 
eight-lane bridge for 
northbound traffic 
adjacent to, but not 
parallel to, the existing 
eight-lane bridge.  The 
Expansion Project will also 
construct an additional 
two lanes for southbound 
traffic on the north side of 
the existing Bridge.  The 
World Trade Bridge is a 
commercial traffic only 
crossing.  The Expansion 
Project will accommodate increasing traffic volume, improve security and vehicular safety, 
and allow for separation of different types of traffic as trucks approach the U.S. Port of Entry.   
 

The Port of Laredo is the preeminent 
commercial crossing on the U.S.-Mexico 
border.  In 2021, Laredo was the United 
States’ busiest land border commercial port 
and the third busiest port in the country.  It 
ranked 'Number Two’ among all U.S. ports 
(land, sea, and air) for exports, and ‘Number 
Four’ for imports (where it was the leading 
land port). As vividly demonstrated by this 
Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) 
chart, Laredo is by far largest and the fastest 
growing Port along the Texas-Mexico border.  
The total value of trade through the Laredo 
Port of Entry reached $248.5 billion in 2021.   
 
 

 
The steady growth in the value of trade over the World Trade Bridge has been accompanied 
by an equally rapid increase in the volume of commercial traffic.  The World Trade Bridge 
opened in 2000, and that year the Port of Laredo processed just over 1 million northbound 
commercial vehicles.  By 2019, this volume had more than doubled, to 2.1 million trucks.  
TxDOT predicts that the World Trade Bridge will process over 5.1 million vehicles annually by 
2050.  This will represent 42% of the total commercial vehicles crossing the Texas-Mexico 
border—nearly 14,000 trucks daily. 
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The World Trade Bridge system has managed to accommodate the increased volume and to 
mitigate congestion.  TxDOT found that, in 2019, northbound commercial crossing times at 
the World Trade Bridge were under an hour over 96 percent of the time, with the majority of 
crossings not exceeding 30 minutes.  In worst cases, crossing times exceeded 120 minutes.  
But TxDOT warns that the situation will steadily deteriorate unless improvements are made. 
 
TxDOT predicts that by 2050, average commercial border crossing times at the World Trade 
Bridge would reach a staggering 8 hours and 47 minutes.  The 90th percentile crossing time 
would be nearly twice that:  15 ½ hours.  TxDOT stresses that the economic costs of these 
delays would be extreme: “Demand and delays at the World Trade Bridge are forecast to 
experience the estimated impact on GDP to move from $422.3 million in 2019 to $28.0 billion 
($16.8 billion on the U.S., $11.2 billion on Mexico) in 2050.”   
 
The City of Laredo is aggressively partnering with federal, state, and local agencies to increase 
the throughput of the World Trade Bridge system via a holistic approach.  It is collaborating 
with TxDOT, the Laredo & Webb County Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (LW-CAMPO), 
and the Webb County-City of Laredo Regional Mobility Authority (WCCLRMA) on major projects 
to improve the supporting transportation system, such as widening IH-69W, improving IH-35, 
constructing direct connecters linking IH-69W and IH-35, and improving greatly the surface 
road network that services the vast web of warehousing and transshipment facilities utilizing 
the Bridge.  Within the Port of Entry, U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) and the U.S. 
General Services Administration (GSA) are undertaking a variety of measures to improve 
operations and enhance the use of technology, and they are collaborating with the City on the 
$11.8 million Free and Secure Trade (FAST) Lanes Relocation Project under the Donation 
Acceptance Program (DAP) that will have a huge impact on throughput.  In 2020, CBP initiated 
a program to reroute non-FAST empty trucks to the Laredo-Colombia Solidarity International 
Bridge.  This resulted in a significant reduction in wait times at the World Trade Bridge. 
 
The key missing piece is the World Trade Bridge itself.  Without the many improvements to 
the transportation infrastructure and the Port, the Expansion Project could not produce the 
needed increase in throughput.  Conversely, without the Expansion Project, the many 
improvements to the other two elements of the system would not yield maximum benefit.  As 
the volume grows, the Bridge itself would become the new chokepoint, limiting throughput 
and causing ever-longer delays that would inflict an ever-growing negative economic impact. 
 
The City plans to fund the bulk of this $24.1 million project using a State Infrastructure Bank 
(SIB) loan.  This loan will be serviced through funds generated by the existing toll structure 
used on southbound traffic at the City’s bridges.  This would utilize the funding method 
successfully used for the existing World Trade Bridge.  In addition, the LW-CAMPO has 
approved $1 million of 2024 construction funding for the Expansion Project.  As the City 
moves forward with the Expansion Project, it is pursuing funding from Texas and U.S. federal 
sources.  The City is also prepared to fund a new DAP project to tie the new span into the POE. 
 
The Mexican Government supports the Expansion Project.  The State of Tamaulipas has 
committed to securing funding for construction of the Mexican side of the new span, and it is 
prepared to move forward quickly in coordination with progress on the U.S. side.   
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INTRODUCTION 
 
This is an Application by the City of Laredo (City), Texas, for 
a Presidential Permit for the Laredo World Trade Bridge to 
allow the widening of the existing Bridge and the addition 
of a second span.  The original Presidential Permit was 
issued to the City by the U.S. Department of State on 
October 7, 1994, and it was amended on May 22, 2014.  
(See Exhibit A) The existing 977-foot, eight-lane 
international Bridge was completed and opened to 
commercial traffic in 2000.  The City now seeks to move 
forward with this Expansion Project to widen the existing 
Bridge and to construct an additional eight-lane span 
adjacent to, but not parallel to, the existing bridge to 
accommodate the ever-growing volume of cross-border 
commercial traffic. 
 

The up-river side of 
existing Bridge will 
be widened to allow 
for two new lanes.  
The new eight-lane 
span will be located 
down-river and 
diagonally aligned 
across the river.  It 
will be roughly 20 
miles downstream 
from the Laredo-
Colombia Solidarity 
International Bridge, 

the only other bridge in the area authorized for commercial traffic.  
 
The Expansion Project will accommodate increasing commercial traffic volume, improve 
security and vehicular safety, and reduce northbound wait times.  It will allow for more efficient 
separation of different types of northbound traffic as trucks approach the Port of Entry.  The 
U.S. side of the Bridge is owned by the City, while the Port of Entry is owned by the U.S. General 
Services Administration (GSA) and operated by U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP).  
The Expansion Project is being closely coordinated with GSA and CBP, with whom the City is 
already working to construct major enhancements at the Port of Entry totaling $11.8 million.  
The City will similarly work with GSA and CBP to construct any improvements needed at the 
Port of Entry itself where it will connect to the new span. 
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The Port of Laredo is the preeminent commercial crossing on the U.S.-Mexico border.*  In 
2021, Laredo was the United States’ busiest land border port and the third busiest port in the 
country.1  Despite the impact of COVID-19, in 2021 Laredo ranked 'Number Two’ among all 
U.S. ports (land, sea, and air) for exports, and ‘Number Four’ for imports (where it was the 
leading land port).2  To put into proper perspective the importance of the Port of Laredo to 
America’s supply chain and the national economy overall, it is worth noting that Laredo 
handles roughly two-thirds of the total value of goods that passes through the massive Los 
Angeles and Long Beach Sea Ports combined.   
 
In 2021, the total value of trade through the Laredo Port of Entry reached $248.5 billion.  
Laredo is a critical component in the cross-border manufacturing industry.  Tens of billions of 
dollars of motor vehicles and parts; electronic goods such as cell phones, computers, and 
chips; and products ranging from refrigerators and pumps to aircraft parts and transformers 
flow in both directions.  Laredo also handles large volumes of other goods such as petroleum 
products, plastics, and agricultural goods.  Laredo ranked first in the nation for 14 of its top 
25 export products, and for 13 of its top 25 import products.3 
 
The World Trade Bridge opened in 2000, just as the North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) was beginning to accelerate the economic integration of the United States and 
Mexico.  In that year, the Port of Laredo processed just over 1 million northbound commercial 
vehicles.  By 2021, this volume had more than doubled, to nearly 2.6 million trucks.4  The 
United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) will stimulate even greater binational 
trade, as it gives the private sector new confidence to invest in cross-border commerce. 

The City has been 
instrumental in securing 
hundreds of millions of 
dollars for improvements 
to the transportation 
infrastructure that 
supports the World Trade 
Bridge.  This includes 
strong support for existing 
and planned roadways 
such as IH-35, IH-
69W/U.S. 59, FM-1472 
(Mines Road), Vallecillo 
Road, the Hachar-
Reuthinger Parkway, and 
Killam Industrial 
Boulevard. 
 
 

 
* * The Port of Laredo includes the World Trade Bridge, the Laredo-Colombia Solidarity International Bridge, the 
Texas Mexico Railway International Bridge, and the Laredo International Airport. 
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The Mexican Government 
supports the Expansion 
Project.  The State of 
Tamaulipas is the 
concessionaire/operator 
of the Mexican side of the 
Bridge and is fully 
committed to the 
Expansion Project.  It will 
secure the necessary 
funding and is prepared to 
move forward quickly in 
coordination with progress 
on the U.S. side.   
 
The World Trade Bridge 
connects to major 
Mexican trade corridors for manufacturing and agricultural products.  Mexican Federal 
Highway 85 runs from Nuevo Laredo to Mexico’s industrial capital of Monterrey, and from 
there, the national highway system connects to Mexico City and other key economic centers. 
 
The City of Laredo has an estimated population of more than 260,000, and it is the 10th 
largest city in Texas.  Laredo has been one of the fastest growing cities along the Texas-Mexico 
border, with its population increasing 50% between 2000 and 2020.  The neighboring 
Mexican Municipality of Nuevo Laredo has a population of roughly 450,000, and it is growing 
at a rate of more than 1.5% per year.5   
 
The Port of Laredo is the engine of growth 
for the area.  More trucks cross at the Port 
than all other bridges on the Texas-Mexico 
border combined.6  This graph illustrates 
the vital role the Port of Laredo in the 
region’s economy, where it supports 
thousands of jobs. 7 
 
In recognition of the importance of 
facilitating trade, the Expansion Project 
has gained broad public and private sector 
support in the United States, including 
from the Texas Congressional delegation, 
Texas State officials and organizations, 
regional and local governmental entities, 
trade organizations and a multitude of 
companies involved in the trade industry.  
(See Exhibit B) 
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The City is fully committed to the construction and financing of the expansion of the World 
Trade Bridge.  The City has already contracted with Structural Engineering Associates, Inc. 
(SEA) and its consultant team to prepare this Presidential Permit Application, technical studies 
to fulfill the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), and hydraulic studies during 
the project development phase.  The City is committed securing the necessary permits and 
comply with relevant federal, state and local regulations.  As part of this commitment, the City 
has worked diligently with federal, state and local officials, the citizens of Webb County, and 
Mexican officials.  The City is prepared to purchase the small amount of land needed for the 
bridge right-of-way, and it has initiated the preliminary design for this infrastructure.  The 
approval of this request for a Presidential Permit will allow the City to move forward with the 
construction of the World Trade Bridge Expansion Project.  
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IDENTIFYING INFORMATION 
 
The City of Laredo is in south Texas along the northern banks of the Rio Grande River, across 
from Nuevo Laredo, Tamaulipas, Mexico.  The City was founded in 1755 by the Spanish 
Government by a public act of foundation known as the “Vicita-General”, which established 
the City.  In 1848, the City was granted its first charter under the State of Texas and was 
established as the county seat for Webb County.  The City Charter authorizes the City’s form 
of government as a “Council–Manager Government.”  Under this form of government, the 
elected City Council enacts local legislation, adopts budgets, determines policies, and 
appoints the City Manager.  The administrative responsibility rests with the City Manager, 
appointed by the City Council.  The City Council is comprised of nine members made up of the 
Mayor and eight City Council members.  
 
The City is authorized as part of its general powers to own and operate roads and bridges.  
This authority is pursuant to the Texas Constitution and the Texas Transportation Code.  The 
City owns, maintains, and operates four international bridges that connect to two Mexican 
states, Tamaulipas and Nuevo Leon.  The City is also authorized to levy and collect tolls and 
charges for the use of the bridges.  A Port of Entry Advisory Committee, appointed by the City 
Council, meets monthly “to advise the City Council with matters regarding developing and 
diversifying the economy of Laredo by encouraging the enhancement of our inland ports to 
facilitate commerce.”  Toll charges and rates and the annual budget for the bridges are 
approved by the City Council.  
 
On September 17, 2021, the City Council authorized the submission of this Application for a 
Presidential Permit for the World Trade Bridge Expansion Project.  The official applicant for 
the Presidential Permit is Mr. Samuel Keith Selman, Interim City Manager, City of Laredo.  The 
primary place of business of the City is: 1110 Houston Street, P.O. Box 579, Laredo, TX 
78040. 
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DESCRIPTION OF FACILITY 
 
Existing World Trade Bridge  

The Laredo World Trade Bridge is a 977-foot-long, eight-lane-wide international bridge that 
connects Laredo, Texas, with Nuevo Laredo, Tamaulipas.  In compliance with terms of the 
Presidential Permit, when the bridge opened to commercial traffic on April 15, 2000, 
commercial truck traffic from the two downtown bridges was restricted and routed to this new 
Bridge or the Laredo-Colombia Solidarity Bridge.  

 
 

On the U.S. side, the World Trade Bridge is owned and operated by the City of Laredo.  On the 
Mexican side, the bridge is owned by the Mexican Government, with the State of Tamaulipas 
as the concessionaire; it is operated by specially created business trust, Fideicomiso del 
Puente III. 

The bridge has eight 12-foot lanes and sidewalks on both the northbound and southbound 
sides.  Although the bridge was designed for pedestrian traffic, no pedestrians walk across 
the bridge.  Passengers that accompanied truck drivers were processed as pedestrians.  In 
2020, CBP stopped the processing of non-truck drivers at the Bridge.  The Bridge as 
configured, has four northbound and four southbound lanes.  The centermost northbound 
lane is dedicated for trucks enrolled in CBP’s Customs-Trade Partnership Against Terrorism 
(C-TPAT) program and participating in CBP’s Free and Secure Trade (FAST) program.  

The World Trade Bridge provides a vital trade link between the U.S. and Mexico via IH- 69W to 
IH-35, U.S. 59, and U.S. 83, and in Mexico via Mexico Highways (MX) 2 and 85.  The crossing 
is also known locally in the United States as ‘Bridge 4’, and in Mexico as ‘Puente Internacional 
Nuevo Laredo III’ or ‘Puente Internacional de Comercio Mundial’.  The bridge was constructed 
in 1998-2000.   
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Proposed World Trade Bridge Expansion Project  
 
The World Trade Bridge Expansion Project will widen the existing Bridge and add a second 
span adjacent to, but not parallel to, the existing Bridge.  The existing Bridge was designed to 
handle about 10,000 trucks a day, in each direction.  The high volume of traffic that has 
developed over the past 20 years is rapidly approaching that number.  Over the years, the 
level of service across the bridge has suffered, with heavy congestion and long wait times, 
often in both directions.  After significant improvements in processing facilities within the ports 
of entry on both sides, the next realistic engineering response to the current situation is the 
construction of additional lanes on the existing Bridge and the construction of a second bridge 
span.   

The Expansion Project will widen the upriver side of the existing Bridge and construct a new 
approximately 1,479-foot-long span downriver and diagonally aligned across the river.  The 
new bridge will be located on right-of-way (ROW) to be acquired by the City of Laredo.  The 
widening of the existing Bridge will add two southbound lanes, bringing the total number of 
lanes on the Bridge to 10.  Two lanes on the existing Bridge will be dedicated for northbound 
FAST trucks.  The new span will have 8 northbound lanes and a safety walkway.  The new span 
will feature additional lighting, electronic signage, and a hazmat collection system.  The 
Expansion Project will facilitate the flow of traffic, reduce wait times, and enhance safety.  The 
additional 8 lanes will also greatly enhance the capability to respond rapidly to any problems 
on the Bridge, such as accidents or mechanical breakdowns. 
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It is envisioned that, in Mexico, the new span will begin directly adjacent to the existing Bridge.  
However, as shown in the conceptual drawing, the new span will be diagonally aligned to the 
south when entering the United States, allowing the span to connect directly to the existing 
commercial inspection lanes.  The 8 lanes entering the U.S. Port of Entry will allow for proper 
separation of northbound traffic if desired by CBP.  Although the bridge will include a safety 
walkway, pedestrian traffic will be restricted.  It is not expected that the new bridge will require 
any new port facilities, but the City is working closely with CBP and GSA as the new span is 
being designed to ensure that its connection to the federal Port of Entry will fully support CBP 
operations.  
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TRAFFIC INFORMATION 

I.  Transportation Infrastructure 
 
The Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT) divides 
the Texas-Mexico border zone 
into three districts:  El Paso, 
Laredo, and Pharr.†  Laredo is 
centrally located in the South 
Texas Plains, and it sits astride 
major trade routes that give it a 
strategic position in 
international trade among 
Canada, the United States and 
Mexico.  Its unique location has 
helped make it home to 
America’s largest inland 
commercial crossing (the World 
Trade Bridge) and has helped 
make the Laredo Customs 
District the third largest in the 
United States.   
 
The Laredo Region is well 
integrated with the Texas/U.S.-
Mexican transportation system 
through interstate highways 
and other national arterial 
roadways on both sides of the border.8 
 
U.S. Transportation Infrastructure 

On the U.S. side, the Laredo World Trade Bridge is well connected to an extensive regional 
transportation network that includes Interstate Highways IH-35 and IH-69W, along with 
federal highways US 83 and US 59, major state highways SH 359, Loop 20, and local highway 
FM 1472.  Laredo’s major freight corridors include IH-35, IH-69W/US 59, and US 277/US 83 
(Ports-to-Plains Corridor).  IH-69W connects the World Trade Bridge directly to IH-35, which 
provides interstate access to America’s heartland from Laredo north to Duluth, Minnesota, 
passing through the major metropolitan areas of San Antonio, Austin, Dallas-Fort Worth, 
Kansas City, and Minneapolis-Saint Paul.  The ongoing expansion of IH-69W along US 59 will 
connect with IH-69C and IH-69E (from the Lower Rio Grande Valley) and to future IH-69 to 

 
† For its Texas-Mexico Border Transportation Master Plan 2021, TxDOT used the labels “El Paso, Laredo, and 
Rio Grande Valley” to describe these three border regions. 
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Houston.  The Ports-to-Plains Corridor (future IH-27) is a high priority international 
transportation corridor that will provide the efficient transportation of goods from Mexico 
through west Texas, Oklahoma, New Mexico, and Colorado, and ultimately to the Pacific 
Northwest and Canada.  TxDOT is also seeking to advance the interconnectivity of the border 
area from Brownsville east (IH-2). 

Ongoing construction in the Laredo area on IH-69W, IH-35, US 59/Loop 20, and FM 1472 will 
enable more efficient movement of freight via the World Trade Bridge between Mexico and 
Texas, and across the United States and even into Canada.   
 

The World Trade Bridge is 
one of four international 
bridges in the Laredo Area 
that process vehicular traffic, 
and one of only two that 
process commercial traffic.‡  
The World Trade Bridge 
offers far better 
transportation access to the 
warehousing and industrial 
parks both in the United 
States and Mexico than the 
other commercial crossing at 
the Laredo-Colombia 
Solidarity Bridge.  
 
Commercial vehicles using 
the World Trade Bridge are 
largely drayage trucks.  
These trucks operate only in 
the border area and shuttle 
cargo between warehouses 
and similar transshipment 
facilities on the U.S. - Mexico 
border.   
 
 

  

 
‡ The other three international bridges in the Laredo area are: Juarez-Lincoln International Bridge, Gateway to 
the Americas International Bridge, and the Laredo-Colombia Solidarity International Bridge.  The Laredo-
Colombia Solidarity International Bridge is the only other bridge in the area that processes commercial traffic. 
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To illustrate the national impact of goods 
crossing the border in Laredo, 2,000 trucks 
were equipped with transponders and then 
tracked for the following week.9   
 
This graphic shows how quickly the trucks 
spread throughout the United States.  Within a 
week, they had distributed their loads to 
destinations in virtually all 48 continental 
states. 
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The City of Laredo is collaborating with local 
governmental entities, including the Laredo & 
Webb County Area Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (LW-CAMPO), the Webb County-
City of Laredo Regional Mobility Authority 
(WCCLRMA), and with TxDOT to develop 
extensive plans to improve the transportation 
infrastructure connected to the area.  Projects 
totaling well over $1 billion have either been 
completed, are currently underway, or are 
funded for the coming years to improve the 
highway network connecting the World Trade 
Bridge to local industrial parks, warehouses, 
and trucking companies and to move trucks 
onto the Interstate Highway system to points 
in Texas and across the nation.   

The photograph below shows some of the 
more than 41 million square feet of industrial 
and warehouse space servicing the Laredo 
market and in particular the World Trade 
Bridge.10 
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Among those key projects 
pending or already under 
construction are the       
IH-69W/IH-35 direct 
connector interchanges, 
widening of IH-69W from 
the World Trade Bridge to 
IH-35, widening of IH-35 
and upgrading the 
interchange north of 
Laredo, upgrading US 

59/Loop 20 to interstate standards (IH-69W), widening of SH 359 from a 3-lane to a 5-lane 
undivided Highway and from a 2-lane to a 4-lane divided highway, and improvements to FM 
1472 (Mines Road).  Funding is already approved or partially approved for other projects such 
as Vallecillo Road and the Hachar-Reuthinger Parkway.  Collectively they are intended to 
address existing congestion and meet the anticipated steady growth in demand, particularly 
of commercial traffic.  (See Exhibit C) 

Mexican Transportation Infrastructure 

The World Trade Bridge is also 
well connected via an extensive 
transportation network to 
industrial and transshipment 
facilities in the Municipality of 
Nuevo Laredo and on to the 
interior of Mexico.   
 
The Mexican Port of Entry at the 
World Trade Bridge marks the 
northern terminus of a major 
highway that forms a beltway 
around Nuevo Laredo.  This local 
highway system links Nuevo 
Laredo with the Mexican 
regional and national 
transportation systems, 
including major federal 
highways such as MX 2 and MX 
85.   
 
MX 2 is an east-west highway 
that parallels Mexico’s northern 
border.  The 400-mile-long 
eastern segment of the highway 
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runs from Matamoros, Tamaulipas, to Ciudad Acuna, Coahuila.  Locally, MX 2 connects Nuevo 
Laredo to the Laredo-Colombia Solidarity International Bridge 20 miles northwest of the World 
Trade Bridge. 
 
MX 85 connects the border with the interior of Mexico, including to Mexico City via the original 
route of the Pan-American Highway.  MX 85 runs directly to Monterrey, Nuevo Leon, which is 
Mexico’s industrial capital.  In Monterrey, MX 85 intersects with MX 40, Mexico’s Mazatlán-
Matamoros Superhighway; a transcontinental route between Mexico’s Pacific and Gulf 
Coasts.  Of particular importance for Laredo traffic, MX 40 connects to MX 57 near Saltillo just 
west of Monterrey, and this key highway runs south through the interior of Mexico to the 
national capital of Mexico City.  Thus, through Monterrey, the Mexican national highway 
system 
allows ready 
access from 
Nuevo 
Laredo to 
interior 
locations 
throughout 
the country 
such as 
Mexico City, 
Guadalajara, 
and San Luis 
Potosi; Gulf 
Coast 
seaports 
such as 
Tampico and 
Veracruz; 
and even 
Mexico’s 
Pacific Coast 
states.  
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II.  Ports of Entry 

U.S. World Trade Bridge Port of Entry 
 
The World Trade Bridge Port of 
Entry (Port) and the Laredo 
World Trade Bridge became 
operational in 2000.  When 
opened, the Port had 8 
commercial lanes and booths, 
and 100 inspection dock 
spaces.  The City of Laredo 
financed the construction of 
the Port and GSA leased the 
Port until the construction cost 
was repaid to the City.  
 

Over the years, the Port 
has undergone extensive 
modifications to 
accommodate both the 
growth and changes in 
types of traffic.  In 2012, 
due to the steady increase 
in commercial traffic, the 
number of commercial 
inspection lanes and 
booths was increased 
from 8 to 15 (11 regular 
commercial and 4 FAST), 

and the Port was upgraded with the latest technology, financed by the City and GSA.   
 
The City is collaborating with CBP and 
GSA on a Donation Acceptance 
Program (DAP) project for 
improvements totaling $11.8 million.  
This project will increase the Port’s 
throughput and allow FAST trucks to 
have four dedicated inspection lanes 
with a direct connection to IH-69W, 
which is currently undergoing a $15 
million project to expand the number 
of lanes from 2 to 3 in each direction.  
(See Exhibit C)   
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Per the Presidential Permit issued on October 7, 1994, to the City of Laredo, the World Trade 
Bridge “facility was designated as a pedestrian and commercial vehicular crossing only and 
[the City] shall route all commercial vehicular traffic from the Juarez-Lincoln Bridge and the 
Laredo International Bridge to”11 this facility.§  While technically the World Trade Bridge was 
also a ‘pedestrian’ crossing, this term applied only to passengers that might be on commercial 
vehicles.  In practice, trucks would unload everyone on board other than the driver at the right-
hand curve for inbound traffic at the U.S. end of the Bridge.  These passengers would walk 
into the federal inspection facility to be processed by CBP.  In recent years, as CBP found it 
necessary to devote more and more of its limited resources to inspecting commercial traffic, 
it determined that non-driver passengers would no longer be allowed to enter the Port.  
 
The original Presidential Permit did not allow hazardous materials to cross the World Trade 
Bridge, and it directed the City to route all such traffic over the Colombia Bridge.  On May 22, 
2014, the City was issued an Amendment to the Presidential Permit that allowed hazardous 
materials to cross the World Trade Bridge, except for those classified by the U.S. Department 
of Transportation as Table I Materials:  Explosives, Radioactive, Poison Gas, and Other Toxic 
Compounds (as defined in USDOT 49 Code of Federal Regulations [CFR] 172.504[e]).  The 
City funded the construction of a hazardous containment system on the bridge and a 
hazardous materials containment site within the federal inspection facility at a total cost of 
$2.8 million.  While the Mexican government concurred in allowing hazardous material to 
cross the World Trade 
Bridge, it has yet to 
construct a containment 
site at its Port of Entry.  The 
City believes it important 
that the Presidential 
Permit for the Expansion 
Project allow hazardous 
materials to cross the new 
span, consistent with the 
provisions of the 2014 
Amendment. 
 
The City operates toll booths at the U.S. end of the World Trade Bridge for southbound traffic.  
It has installed Weigh-in-Motion (WIM) scales on the outbound lanes.  It is collaborating with 
CBP and GSA on installing similar WIM scales for inbound traffic at both the existing exit 
booths and in the new FAST Lanes.  The goal is to have all traffic crossing the World Trade 
Bridge weighed in real time, which is important to enforcing weight limits on commercial 
vehicles without impeding the flow of traffic. 
 
The Port is open to commercial traffic from 8:00 am to 12:00 midnight from Monday through 
Friday, and from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm on Saturdays and Sundays. 
 

 
§ This rerouting of truck traffic outside of the downtown areas of Laredo and Nuevo Laredo allowed the downtown 
bridges to focus on passenger vehicles, along with buses and pedestrian traffic. 
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Mexico’s Puente Internacional de Comercio Mundial Puerto de Entrada 
 
The Mexican Port of 
Entry at the World Trade 
Bridge has one corridor 
with five access lanes 
for exports and 2 for 
imports.  It has 19 
automated selection 
modules for imports 
and 13 automated 
selection modules for 
exports, 10 for regular 
cargo and three for the 
FAST program.  There is one platform for imports with 108 docks for loading and unloading 
goods, and a separate platform for exports with a capacity for 62 docks.  A 5-kilometer fiscal 
corridor has been established for commercial truck traffic to the United States. 
 
The Mexican federal government has completed the 285 million pesos Customs (Aduana) 
Modernization Project and planned investments of another 389 million pesos to expand the  
Mexican Port of Entry for the ability to process the growing commercial traffic.  According to 
CBP, Mexico will eventually see a significant increase in the throughput of trucks as a result 
of this investment in upgrading the Port.   
 
The greatly increased throughput capacity of both the U.S. and Mexican Ports of Entry 
underscore the pressing need to expand the World Trade Bridge so that it can cope with rapidly 
growing demand. 
 
III.  Traffic Volume 

Historic Pattern  
 
The World Trade Bridge has more than a twenty-year record to help make informed projections 
of future traffic volume.  To fully understand the current situation at the Bridge, it is important 
to view it in the broader context of evolving Texas-Mexico cross-border commercial traffic.**   
 
In 2012-2013, TxDOT worked with a vast array of public and private sector stakeholders on 
both sides of the border to produce a transportation master plan for each of the three border 
regions.  Last year, TxDOT took the next step and published its comprehensive Texas-Mexico 
Border Transportation Master Plan 2021 (BTMP) that took an in-depth look at the entire 
Texas-Mexico border.††  The following BTMP graphic shows that total northbound traffic along 

 
**The World Trade Bridge does not process passenger vehicles or bus traffic, and it no longer handles pedestrian 
crossings.  
†† This Application draws heavily on the data presented in the Texas-Mexico Border Transportation Master Plan 
2021.  This comprehensive study contains the most thorough and most up-to-date data available.   
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the Texas-Mexico border grew substantially between 1996 and 2019, but that this growth was 
not spread evenly.  The Laredo Region was responsible for a large percentage of this growth, 
and it has come to handle more than half of all commercial traffic across the Texas-Mexico 
border.12  
 

 
 
Within the Laredo Region, the World 
Trade Bridge clearly dominates.‡‡  In 
the Laredo Region, the number of 
northbound commercial crossings 
increased by 135%, or 1.5 million 
crossings between 1996 and 
2019.13  This BTMP graphic 
demonstrates not only the wide gap 
between the World Trade Bridge and 
other commercial crossing in the 
Region, but also how rapidly that gap 
has been growing.  The World Trade 
Bridge was responsible for nearly all 
the growth in volume of northbound 
traffic for more than a decade.  The 
BTMP found that, during the period 
2008 to 2019, the World Trade Bridge experience the largest absolute growth of any Texas 
port of entry, adding 790,000 northbound commercial crossings.14 

  

 
‡‡ The other international commercial bridges in the Laredo Region are:  Laredo‐Colombia‐Solidarity International in 
Laredo, Camino Real International in Eagle Pass, and Del Rio‐Ciudad Acuna International. 
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With regards to southbound 
commercial traffic, the World 
Trade Bridge similarly 
overshadows the other 
crossings in the Laredo Region, 
both in terms of total volume 
and rate of growth.  Between its 
first full year of operation in 
2001 and 2019, the volume of 
southbound traffic at the World 
Trade Bridge increased by 86%, 
from 1.1 million to 2.1 million 
crossings.15   
 
 
 
 
 

In sum, in its first two decades of operation, the World Trade Bridge far outdistanced all other 
commercial bridges in Texas. 
 
Projections of Future Volume: 

According to TxDOT, commercial vehicle crossings in Texas are forecast to grow by 168% by 
2050, from 4.6 million in 2019 to 12.3 million in 2050.16  More than half of all commercial 
vehicles will cross in the Laredo Region.   
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TxDOT predicts the growth in the Laredo area, which the World Trade Bridge dominates, will 
greatly exceed this state-wide average.  The World Trade Bridge is projected to process over 
5.1 million vehicles annually by 2050.  This represents 42% of the total commercial vehicles 
across the Texas-Mexico border, nearly 14,000 trucks daily. 
 

 
Border Delay – Total Crossing Time 
 
According to TxDOT, there was a significant increase in border wait times at the Texas- Mexico 
border between 2003 and 2019.  Ninetieth (90th) percentile wait times more than doubled 
border wide, with a 58 percent increase (over 14 minutes) in the Laredo/Coahuila/Nuevo 
León/Tamaulipas Region.17   

TxDOT found that, in 2019, northbound commercial vehicle crossing times at the World 
Trade Bridge were under an hour over 96 percent of the time, with the majority of crossings 
not exceeding 30 minutes.  In worst cases, crossing times exceeded 120 minutes.  Crossing 
times varied widely throughout the day, with the highest times in the early afternoon.  
Typically crossing times were 39 minutes, but highest expected crossing times reached 69 
minutes18.  Southbound crossing times were less than 30 minutes. 
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TxDOT anticipates that the situation will steadily deteriorate.  It predicts that by 2050, unless 
improvements are made, average commercial border crossing times at the World Trade 
Bridge will reach a staggering 8 hours and 47 minutes.19   The 90th percentile crossing time 
will be nearly twice that:  15 ½ hours. 
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Operational Capacity of the World Trade Bridge   

 
TxDOT classifies all Texas commercial 
border crossings by size into five 
categories.  The World Trade Bridge is the 
only ‘very large commercial vehicle 
crossing’.20  
 
 
 
 
 
 

TxDOT examined the World 
Trade Bridge crossing in terms 
of its operational capacity—
based on current inspection 
staffing levels and the number 
of lanes open-- and calculated 
that it had a utilization rate of 
145%.  In terms of its total 
capacity, TxDOT found it had a 
utilization rate of 72%.  By 
2050, the utilization rate of the 
operational capacity would 
more than double to 367%, 
and utilization rate of the total 
capacity would grow to 199%.  
In assessing the situation at 
the World Trade Bridge, TxDOT 
succinctly concluded: 

 

The bridge requires both operational improvements and additional 
physical capacity to accommodate continued trade growth.21 
 

IV.  Effect of the World Trade Bridge Expansion Project on and Its Compatibility 
with the Existing Transportation System and Nearby International Bridges 

Effect on and Compatibility with the Existing Transportation System:  The Laredo World Trade 
Bridge is well integrated with the local and regional transportation system.  The transportation 
system is already being enhanced to accommodate the steady increase and anticipated 
future volume resulting from growing U.S.-Mexico trade.  The highway system is being 
designed to interconnect the existing and planned international bridges and ports of entry and 
to allow traffic to move safely and efficiently to its destination.  The Expansion Project is not 
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expected to impose any challenges to the transportation system.  To the contrary, this Project 
will constitute a significant improvement to the regional transportation network.  
 
Effect on and Compatibility with the Nearby International Bridges:  The Laredo World Trade 
Bridge is one of four vehicular bridges in the City of Laredo International Bridge system.  This 
system also includes the Gateway to the Americas International Bridge, the Juarez-Lincoln 
International Bridge, and the Laredo-Colombia Solidarity International Bridge.    
 
Gateway to the Americas 
International Bridge:   

 
This four-lane bridge is owned by the 
City of Laredo and is open 24 hours a 
day to passenger vehicles and 
pedestrians. This bridge does not 
process commercial vehicles and 
thus the expansion of the World Trade 
Bridge will not have any significant 
impact at this bridge. 

 
Juarez-Lincoln International Bridge:   
 
This eight-lane bridge is owned by the 
City of Laredo and is open 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week, Travel is 
limited to passenger vehicles and 
commercial bus traffic.  This bridge 
does not process commercial 
vehicles and thus it is not anticipated 
that the expansion of the World Trade 
Bridge will have any significant impact 
at this bridge.  

 
 
Laredo-Colombia Solidarity International Bridge: 
 
This eight-lane bridge is also owned by the City of Laredo.  It is open to passenger vehicles 
daily from 8:00 a.m. to midnight.  For commercial vehicles, it is open Monday through Friday 
from 8:00 a.m. to 10:30 p.m., and from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Saturdays.  This bridge is 
located about 20 miles north of the World Trade Bridge.  Colombia processes about 2% of the 
passenger vehicle traffic and about 15% of the commercial traffic in the Laredo Bridge system.  
Due to various factors including particularly, the lack of adequate transportation infrastructure 
in Mexico, the Colombia Bridge is underutilized.  The expansion of the World Trade Bridge will 
not have any significant impact on passenger vehicles at this bridge.  Addressing the factors 
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that currently contribute to its underutilization will have much greater impact on future growth 
of commercial traffic at the Colombia Bridge than will the World Trade Bridge Expansion 
Project. 

Proposed Laredo Bridge 4/5: 

 
Since the 1990s, Webb County 
has promoted the development 
of a new full-service bridge in 
the area south of Laredo.  As 
the owner/operator of the four 
international vehicular bridges 
in the area, the City of Laredo 
has also been interested in 
pursuing a 5th bridge, while 
focusing on maximum 
utilization of the four existing 
international bridges.  In 2021, 
the Laredo City Council voted to 
move forward with both the 
expansion of the World Trade 
Bridge and the new 4/5 Bridge Project.  Over the long term, the concept for the proposed 
Laredo 4/5 bridge would be to have it connect to a new Outer Loop built to interstate 
standards and to tie into US 59/Loop 20 and US 83.  The private sector would develop new 
logistical facilities in the area around the new bridge, and a new transportation network would 
be built to support the bridge and these facilities.  This new bridge and supporting 
transportation system would ensure that the Laredo region could handle the increase in 
demand of commercial traffic for the foreseeable future.  (See Exhibit C for supplemental 
information on traffic and Exhibit D for supplemental information on the nearby bridges) 
 
V.  Conclusion:  Expansion Project Needed to Cope with Future Growth  
 
The Laredo World Trade Bridge is heavily stressed by the huge growth in commercial traffic 
over the past 20 years.  The current wait times and congestion along with TxDOT’s startling 
projections for future growth in commercial traffic underscore the need to increase the 
Bridge’s throughput.  The throughput of an international bridge system is determined by three 
elements:  the local transportation infrastructure, the port of entry, and the bridge.  As noted 
previously, the federal government, the State of Texas and local governmental entities are 
investing heavily in extensive improvements both to the transportation infrastructure serving 
the Port and to the federal facilities within the Port.  These many enhancements will support 
the higher throughput needed to meet growing demand. 
 
The vital element of the Laredo World Bridge system that remains in dire need of upgrading 
is the Bridge itself.  The approval of this Presidential Permit Application for the bridge 
expansion will ensure that the Bridge keeps pace with the increased capacity of the other 
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components of the World Trade Bridge system.  The Expansion Project will improve the level 
of service on the Bridge, relieving congestion and ensuring a smooth and efficient flow of 
traffic.  It will thus allow the World Trade Bridge to capitalize fully on the other improvements 
to the transportation infrastructure and the Port of Entry.   
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FOREIGN POLICY INTEREST 

The United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) is the lynchpin of the U.S.-Mexico 
bilateral relationship.  USMCA is creating more balanced, reciprocal trade that supports high-
paying jobs for Americans and grows both the United States and Mexican economies.  For 
2021, Mexico was second only to Canada in terms of total trade, and it was America’s 
‘Number 2’ trading partner for both imports and exports.22  This Section discusses the great 
importance of this bilateral trade to both the United States and Mexico regarding four key 
topics:  Gross Domestic Product (GDP), employment, income, and the supply chain.  It explains 
why the Laredo World Trade Bridge serves as a vital and strategic link in the commercial 
connection between the two nations.  The Expansion Project will facilitate the smooth and 
efficient movement of goods across the World Trade Bridge, and thus it will enhance the 
economies of both the United States and Mexico.  The Expansion Project will advance U.S. 
foreign policy interest as well as America’s own national economic interest. 
 
I.  U.S.-Mexico Trade 
 
The importance of the U.S.-Mexico 
commercial relationship to both 
nations cannot be overstated, as U.S.-
Mexico trade totaled $661.2 billion in 
2021.23 
 
In preparing its Texas-Mexico Border 
Transportation Master Plan 2021 
(BTMP), TxDOT carefully analyzed the 
impact of binational trade crossing 
through Texas.§§  TxDOT determined 
that Texas-Mexico border traffic 
generated more than $352.5 billion in 
GDP growth in the United States and 
Mexico in 2019.  More than 97% of the 
total economic impact was due to the 
movement of goods.24  TxDOT 
determined that, following the 
ratification of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), trade across the Texas-
Mexico border quadrupled between 1994 and 2019, from $111 billion to $451 billion.  Over 
this period, the bulk of the growth came in commercial vehicle traffic, which grew from $95 
billion to $310 billion.25  The following BTMP graphic depicts the extent of the growth of the 
value of trade in both directions between 2006 and 2019. 
 

 
§§This section of the Application draws heavily on the data presented in the Texas-Mexico Border 
Transportation Master Plan 2021.  This comprehensive study contains the most thorough and most up-to-date 
data available.   
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TxDOT scrutinized the impact of Texas-Mexico trade through commercial motor vehicle 
crossings in four key areas:   

 GDP 
 Employment 
 Income 
 The supply chain 

 
GDP:  TxDOT assessed that Texas-
Mexico cross-border trade supported 
the economies of the border regions in 
Texas and Mexico.  It also found that the 
benefits of cross-border trade extended 
far beyond the border region and 
reached throughout the United States 
and Mexico.  The top seven U.S. states 
saw this trade generate from $3.8 
billion to $100.2 billion growth in their 
GDP.  The economic benefits were even 
more widespread in Mexico, where 
more than a dozen states saw GDP 
growth between $2 billion and $17.1 
billion.   
 
TxDOT determined that: 
 

National economic activity, as measured by the GDP of the U.S. and 
Mexico, is the key driver of cross-border trade growth. Most of the goods 
movement that crosses the Texas-Mexico border is “through” movement; 
that is, most northbound movements are destined for locations other than 
Texas, and most southbound movements do not originate in Texas. 
Therefore, national, rather than state or regional factors drive the 
movement of goods.26 
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In the United States, 
this cross-border 
trade contributed to 
more than 1% of the 
GDP in nine states, 
topping off at 5.4% 
for Texas.  For 
Mexico, the effects 
of the trade were far 
more pronounced, 
where nearly all 
states saw at least a 
2% impact, and 
several saw the 
impact surpassing 
5%, up to a 
staggering 35%.   
 
 
 
 

 
Employment:  TxDOT concluded that Texas-Mexico trade accounted for 6.0 million jobs in the 
two nations, with 1.4 million jobs in the United States and 4.6 million jobs in Mexico.  Texas 
was the chief beneficiary in the United States, with some 825,000 jobs, but many other states 
also benefitted greatly, such as Michigan with 110,000 jobs.  While Mexican border states 
also saw cross-border trade contributing significantly to employment, jobs were spread even 
more broadly throughout the interior of the country. 
 
The following BTMP graphs depict the impact on both GDP and employment on the border 
region and nationally for each nation in 2019.  
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Income and the Supply Chain:  The graphs below reflect the impact of this trade on income 
and supply chains in 2019. 
 

 
One key matrix is the high economic value of cross-border movement to key supply chains in 
both nations.  The disruption to the global supply chain resulting from COVID-19 has focused 
attention on this vital aspect of the world economy.  In assessing the importance of cross-
border trade to the supply chain, TxDOT noted that NAFTA had fostered the growth of cross-
border supply chains benefitting from an abundance of Mexican labor and U.S. technology.27   
TxDOT concluded: “Cross-border supply chains support critical industries in the U.S. and 
Mexico and form the foundation of multimodal, binational trade.”28 
 

 
 

 
TxDOT highlighted the following passage that underscores the importance of binational trade 
to both the United States and Mexico: 
 



            
     

 
 

4/29/2022  32 

Laredo World Trade Bridge Expansion Project 
Presidential Permit Application 

Border trade touches every U.S. and Mexican state. It enables cross-
border, bidirectional automotive supply chains to function seamlessly 
between Puebla and Michigan; it facilitates the movement of southbound 
Nebraska grain by unit train to breweries in Jalisco and northbound 
refrigerated trucks carrying beer north; it allows consumers across the 
U.S. to buy fresh avocados from Michoacán, and for manufacturers in 
Nuevo León to procure industrial machinery built in Ohio.29 

 
Projected Growth through 2050 
 
TxDOT analyzed growth from 2019 through 2050, and 
its projections were startling.  It predicted that the total 
value of trade shipped by commercial vehicles across 
the Texas-Mexico border would grow by 257%, 
surpassing $1.2 trillion, and the percentage of 
multimodal trade transported by commercial vehicles 
would increase by 5% to 81%.30  The total economic 
impact of Texas-Mexico trade through commercial 
motor vehicle crossings on GDP would soar to more 
than $1 trillion, from $169.9 billion to $688 billion for 
the United States, and from $115.2 billion to $337.1 
billion for Mexico.  The impact on employment would 
rise from 1.4 million jobs to 5.8 million jobs for the 
United States, and from 4.6 million jobs to 14.3 million 
jobs for Mexico.  
 

 
 
TxDOT’s 2050 projections regarding income and the supply chain were equally dramatic.  The 
impact on income would increase from $99.6 billion to $408 billion for the United States, and 
from $48.2 billion to $147.1 billion for Mexico.  The impact on the supply chain would climb 
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from $170 billion to $687.9 billion for the United States, and from $115.2 billion to $337.1 
billion for Mexico. 
 

 
 
Impact of Border Delays 
 
TxDOT did an assessment of the current impact of delays to movement of goods crossing the 
Texas-Mexico border on GDP, employment, income, and the supply chain.  In all four areas, 
the damage resulting from such delays was very significant. 
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TxDOT then projected the change in each of these areas between 2019 and 2050, assuming 
no operational or capacity improvements (i.e., operating hours, staffing levels, traffic patterns, 
and number of lanes).  Its findings were alarming.  It predicted that the impact of delays of 
Texas-Mexico trade through commercial motor vehicle crossings on GDP would skyrocket from 
$1.1 billion to $79.4 billion for the United States, and from $1.2 billion to $40.7 billion for 
Mexico.  The impact on employment would rise from 10.3 thousand jobs to 650.9 thousand 
jobs for the United States, and from 133.4 thousand jobs to 4 million jobs for Mexico. 
 

 
 
TxDOT estimated that the negative impact of delays on income would grow from $640.2 
million to $44.3 billion for the United States, and from $793 million to $28.7 billion for Mexico.  
The negative impact on supply chains would increase from $1.1 billion to $74.8 billion for the 
United States, and from $1.2 billion to $40.7 billion for Mexico.  TxDOT pointed out that 
businesses in Mexico and the United States were partners in cross-border manufacturing 
through production sharing, in which the two countries work together to build products.  This 
resulted in goods moving across the border multiple times, and thus any border delays added 
costs to production.31   
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TxDOT prepared the following four tables that depict the impact on GDP and employment of 
Texas-Mexico trade through commercial motor vehicle crossings among the three border 
regions.  The tables convey the 2019 movement of goods and the cost of delays that year, 
and the projection for the movement of goods in 2050 and cost of delays that year.  These 
tables succinctly underscore the urgency of improving the infrastructure at Texas commercial 
border crossings. 
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TxDOT offered the following warning about the strain that ever-growing demand is placing on 
cross-border infrastructure, and the need for widespread action to address it: 
 

Continued  growth  of  population,  trade,  and  personal  travel  demand  has 
outpaced  investments  in  borderwide  multimodal  transportation 
infrastructure. This has resulted in increasing border crossing times, corridor 
and  local  congestion,  safety  hot  spots,  deferred  maintenance,  and 
connectivity  gaps  –  especially  within  the  last  mile  of  the  border.  If  not 
addressed,  these  issues  could  undermine  future  economic  prosperity  and 
impact quality of life in the Texas‐Mexico border regions and beyond.32 

 
II.  Laredo World Trade Bridge Expansion Project 
 
By every conceivable matrix, the Laredo Port of Entry***--and the World Trade Bridge in 
particular—towers above all other commercial crossings along the U.S.-Mexico border.   

 
*** For commercial purposes, the term Port Laredo includes both the World Trade Bridge and the Colombia 
Solidarity Bridge.  The World Trade Bridge is by far the larger of the two, accounting for roughly 90% of commercial 
activity. 
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This BTMP graph vividly portrays magnitude 
of the Laredo Port’s lead over all other Texas 
bridges in terms of the value of trade.  In fact, 
the value of trade through the Laredo Region 
surpasses that of Texas’s other two regions 
combined.  Between 2006 and 2019, growth 
in the Laredo Region increased by 79%.33  
Nearly all of the $86 billion growth in the 
region could be credited to the World Trade 
Bridge.34   
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following BTMP graphic depicts the impact of cross-border trade on GDP growth in both 
the United States and Mexico by border crossing in 2019.  The World Trade Bridge’s impact 
vastly exceeded any other crossing on the Texas-Mexico border, totaling more than $126 
billion.  In absolute terms, its impact was greater on the United States at $75.3 billion, but its 
$50.9 billion impact on Mexico amounted to a far greater percentage of that nation’s GDP . 

 
Projected Growth through 2050 
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TxDOT predicted that the total value of U.S.-Mexico 
commercial traffic trade would increase by 257% 
cumulatively between 2019 and 2050, from $342.2 
billion to $1.222 trillion.  It forecasted that almost 
half of this amount would pass through the Laredo 
Region.35   The Laredo Port would remain the largest, 
crossing more than twice the value of the next largest 
port and nearly equaling the total of the next three 
largest ports combined.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In terms of impact on 
GDP growth for both 
nations, the existing 
dominance of the 
World Trade Bridge 
on GDP growth will 
continue, reaching 
$338 billion by 2050:  
$221.2 billion for the 
United States and 
$117.0 billion for 
Mexico.  This reflects 
a cumulative growth 
rate of 168% from the 
impact on GDP in 
2019.36  
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Impact of Border Delays 
 
TxDOT determined that the total impact on GDP of border delays at the World Trade Bridge 
(as described in the Traffic Information section) in 2019 was $422.3 million, with $197.9 
million to the United States and $224.4 million to Mexico.  While these figures were among 
the highest, they were exceeded by those of some other border crossings. 
 

 
 
As serious as the current situation is, TxDOT determined that, unless there are improvements 
at the World Trade Bridge, the situation will deteriorate almost geometrically.  TxDOT projects 
that by 2050—when the delays would be so extreme that the average crossing time would 
exceed eight hours and the 90th percentile crossing time would reach 15½ hours—the World 
Trade Bridge would move it into first place among border crossings, with a total negative 
impact on GDP reaching $28 billion.37 
 

Demand and delays at the World Trade Bridge are forecast to experience 
the estimated impact on GDP to move from $422.3 million in 2019 to 
$28.0 billion ($16.8 billion on the U.S., $11.2 billion on Mexico) in 2050.  
This is 6,522 percent growth (14.5 percent annually).  

 
The following BTMP graphic vividly reveals the magnitude of the harm that would be inflicted 
on both the U.S. and Mexican economies if action is not taken. 
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In the BTMP, TxDOT stresses the vital importance of improving border transportation 
infrastructure, and it gives a dire warning of the consequences of failing to do so.  Nowhere 
would these consequences be more severe that at Laredo’s World Trade Bridge. 
 

Without border infrastructure improvements, border crossing times will 
escalate to unmanageable levels putting at risk the economic competitiveness 
of trade between the U.S. and Mexico. Without efficient border infrastructure, 
this trade could move to other countries, resulting in fewer jobs and lower 
incomes in both countries.38 

 
Within governmental agencies at the federal, state, and local levels on both sides of the 
border, it is well understood that: the World Trade Bridge is too big to fail.  The delays predicted 
by TxDOT if action is not taken—and their severe economic consequences—cannot be allowed 
to happen. 
 
On the U.S. side, the City of Laredo is aggressively partnering with federal, state, and local 
agencies to increase the capacity of the World Trade Bridge system via a holistic approach.  It 
is collaborating with TxDOT, the LW-CAMPO, and the WCCLRMA on a multitude of major 
projects to improve the transportation system connected to the World Trade Bridge, such as 
widening IH-69W, improving IH-35, constructing direct connecters linking IH-69W and IH-35, 
and improving greatly the surface road network that services the vast web of warehousing 
and transshipment facilities utilizing the Bridge.  Within the Port of Entry, CBP and GSA are 
undertaking a variety of measures to improve operations and enhance the use of technology, 
and they are collaborating with the City on the $11.8 million FAST Lanes Relocation Project 
under the Donation Acceptance Program that will have a huge impact on throughput.  (See 
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Traffic Information section for further information on improvements planned for the 
transportation system and the Port) 
 
The key missing piece is the World Trade Bridge itself.  Without the many improvements to 
the transportation infrastructure and the Port, the Expansion Project could not produce the 
needed increase in throughput.  But conversely, without the Expansion Project, the many 
improvements to the other two elements of World Trade Bridge system would not yield their 
maximum benefit.  As the volume of traffic grows, the World Trade Bridge itself would 
increasingly become the chronic new chokepoint, limiting throughput and causing ever-longer 
delays that would inflict an ever-growing negative economic impact. 
 
III.  Trade Through Port Laredo 
 
Commodities 
 
WorldCity does the most exhaustive analysis of the trade through Port Laredo.  Its findings 
demonstrate the depth of the impact of commercial activity through Laredo on both the United 
States and Mexico.  Below are key points drawn from WorldCity’s new 2022 Port Laredo Trade 
Numbers publication. 
 
Port Laredo's total two-way trade rose to $248.5 billion in 2021.  This amounted to a jump 
of 20.7% over 2020.  Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, the 5-year growth rate totaled 
24.36%, or nearly 5% annually.  For 2021, exports through Laredo totaled $99.12 billion (up 
23.89% over 2020), while imports totaled $149.38 billion (up 16.86% over 2020).  Port 
Laredo was America's busiest inland port; it ranked #1 for all U.S. land border crossings and 
#3 among all 450+ U.S. land, sea, and airports. 
 
Port Laredo's trade with Mexico amounted to $242.86 billion in 2021, 97.73% of the total.  
Laredo accounted for 37% of all U.S.-Mexico trade in 2021.  To put this percentage into 
perspective, no other port even reached double digits.  Laredo does more trade with one 
single country than any other U.S. land, sea, or airport. 
 
In 2021, the value of 14 commodities exported through Laredo exceeded $1 billion each.  
This broke the record of 12 $ billion+ commodities set in 2019.  For 14 export commodities, 
Laredo ranked in first place nationally.   
 
WorldCity’s analysis offers an in-depth picture of the importance of Laredo to these 
commodities.  The following tables demonstrate the commanding position of Laredo in terms 
of both imports and exports for 2021 for the leading of commodities. 
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Laredo has long been a critical component in the cross-border manufacturing industry.  
Billions of dollars of manufacturing goods flow in both directions.  Its leading import and export 
product, motor vehicle parts, demonstrates the integration of the U.S. and Mexican 
manufacturing industries.  In 2020, Laredo captured 27% of total U.S. imports and exports of 
motor vehicle parts; this accounted for more than 70% of all such exports to Mexico ($8.93 
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billion) and nearly 69% of all such imports from Mexico ($15.65 billion).  These figures reflect 
how components are shipped back and forth across the border between manufacturing plants 
in both nations.  The national-level importance of Laredo is illustrated by the fact that the 
value of its motor vehicle parts exports exceeded that of both the major ports on the Canadian 
border (Detroit Ambassador Bridge and Port Huron Blue Water Bridge) combined.  Laredo’s 
imports of motor vehicle parts nearly equaled the total of the next three largest importers of 
such parts (Detroit Ambassador Bridge, Port of Los Angeles, and Port of Charleston); thus, 
Laredo not only dominated the U.S.-Mexico border, but the U.S.- Canadian border and the 
West and East Coasts as well.39 
 
This cross-border manufacturing relationship in the motor vehicle sector is reflected in 
numerous other related commodities.  In 2021, it exported $10.2 billion of motor vehicle 
parts; $4.5 billion of diesel engines; $1.3 billion of catalytic converters; $1.1 billion of engine 
parts; $1.1 billion of passenger vehicles; $984 million of rubber tires; and $844 million of 
motor engine parts.40  It imported $18.6 billion of motor vehicle parts; $10.3 billion of 
passenger vehicles; $7.2 billion of tractors; $6.0 billion of commercial vehicles; $2.8 billion 
of engine parts; $2.6 billion of motor vehicle engines; $2.0 billion of catalytic converters, air 
filters, and oil filters; $1.4 billion of rubber tires; and $1.2 billion of windshield wipers and 
electric light parts.41   In many of these commodities, Laredo ranked number 1 nationally. 
 
Manufacturing commodities expand far beyond the motor vehicle sector of course.  These 
include billions of dollars of products ranging from appliances such as refrigerators and 
freezers to electronics including computers and cell phones, and from aircraft engines and 
parts for heavy machinery to seats, electric water heaters, and insulated wires and cables.   
 
Laredo also has billions of dollars of agricultural goods crossing the border.  In 2021, it 
exported $1.5 billion of corn and $822 million of chicken and other poultry.42  It imported 
$2.7 billion of liquor and $1.2 billion of beef.43 
 
Other commodities crossing through Laredo range as broadly as gasoline and other fuels 
(exporting $4.3 billion in 2021) to silver (importing $2.0 billion in 2021).44   
 
Trade through Laredo thus cuts across a vast array of economic sectors affecting all regions 
of both the United States and Mexico, and it plays a key role in the economies of both nations. 
 
IV.  Conclusion 

The Laredo World Trade Bridge Expansion Project embodies the type of investment in border-
crossing infrastructure that TxDOT recommends should be made to meet future demand.  It 
will help reduce delays and facilitate the flow of goods across the Texas-Mexico border, thus 
increasing trade to the great benefit of both the United States and Mexico. 

As important as trade through Laredo is to the United States, it is far more critical to Mexico’s 
economy.  The potential impact of crippling delays at the World Trade Bridge in terms of GDP 
growth, employment, income, and supply chains is much more extreme for Mexico.  By helping 
to alleviate delays and improving throughput, the Expansion Project will be of great benefit for 
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Mexico.  Put simply, the World Trade Bridge Expansion Project will directly support the 
implementation of—and help fulfill the promise of—the USMCA.  It will thus promote America’s 
foreign policy interest, while it also serves America’s broader national economic interest.   
 
The approval of the Presidential Permit is being requested so that the City can move forward 
with the expansion of the World Trade Bridge, which is the final vital component needed to 
complete the enhancement of the World Trade Bridge system.  
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MEXICAN GOVERNMENT APPROVALS 
 
The City of Laredo has coordinated extensively with Mexican Federal Government Agencies 
and with the State of Tamaulipas about the World Trade Bridge Expansion Project. 
 
On March 9, 2017, the SEA Team, working for the City on the Expansion Project, met with 
Mexican Embassy officials in Washington, D.C. to inform them of the City’s plan to double the 
size of the existing Bridge, and it presented them with a Fact Sheet.   
 
On March 30, 2017, the SEA Team included a reference to the Expansion Project during a 
presentation on transportation issues connected to the World Trade Bridge made at the 
Mexico City meeting of the U.S.-Mexico Joint Working Committee (JWC) on Transportation 
Planning. 

On May 24, 2017, the City included the Expansion Project during a presentation on the World 
Trade Bridge made at the Washington, D.C. national-level meeting of the U.S.-Mexico 
Binational Bridges and Border Crossings Group (BBBXG).   
 
On March 2, 2018, the SEA Team made a presentation on the Expansion Project during a 
presentation on the World Trade Bridge made at the McAllen, Texas, regional meeting of the 
BBBXG.   

On March 7, 2018, the SEA Team met with Mexican Embassy officials in Washington, D.C. to 
update them on the Expansion Project, and provided them with a copy of the newly produced 
World Trade Bridge Expansion Project Feasibility Assessment and Action Plan which outlined 
a comprehensive and holistic approach to increase the throughput of the World Trade Bridge.   
 
On June 13, 2018, the City participated in a special binational meeting on the Expansion 
Project held on the margins of the national-level BBBXG meeting in Mexico City.  The City 
described the need to expand the Bridge and presented Mexican officials with two options.   

On September 5, 2018, the City made a presentation about the Expansion Project at the San 
Diego meeting of the JWC.  It collaborated with FHWA and TxDOT to sponsor the creation of a 
special JWC Laredo/Nuevo Laredo Work Group.  It participated in the subsequent meetings 
of this Work Group.     

In 2019, the City suspended activities on the Expansion Project as it developed a master 
plan for its international bridges and the supporting transportation infrastructure.   

On September 17, 2021, the City Council held a special workshop to discuss the Laredo 
International Bridge System Master Plan.  The Council voted to move forward with the 
Expansion Project. 

On September 25, 2021—only one week after the City Council’s action--Tamaulipas Governor 
Francisco Javier García Cabeza de Vaca met in Laredo with Mayor Pete Saenz and 
Congressman Henry Cuellar and pledged his support for the Expansion Project.  He committed 
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Tamaulipas to funding the Mexican side of the Expansion Project, and he urged that work 
move forward as quickly as possible. 

On November 2, 2021, Governor García Cabeza de Vaca participated in a videoconference on 
the World Trade Bridge Expansion Project hosted by the Mexican Embassy in Washington, D.C. 
which included Mayor Saenz and Representative Cuellar.  The Governor reiterated that 
Tamaulipas had the funding available and was eager to move forward quickly.  He stated 
Tamaulipas was just awaiting a permit from the federal Secretariat of Infrastructure, 
Communications, and Transportation (SICT). 

On February 2, 2022, Mayor Saenz sent a letter to Governor García Cabeza de Vaca stating 
the City’s plans to submit an Application for a Presidential Permit and the City’s plans to meet 
with the Secretariat of Foreign Affairs (SRE) in Mexico City to gain its support.  (See Exhibit F 
– Supplemental Information on Coordination with Mexican Government Agencies) 

On February 19, 2022, Governor García Cabeza de Vaca met with Mexican President Andrés 
Manuel López Obrador in Nuevo Laredo to discuss commercial border crossing issues, 
including the expansion of the World Trade Bridge. 

On March 3, 2022, the City held a videoconference with Tamaulipas officials and the Director 
of the state’s business trust (‘fideicomiso’) that operates the Mexican side of the World Trade 
Bridge.  Officials of SRE also participated in this videoconference. 

On March 6, 2022, Mayor Saenz sent a letter to Mexican Foreign Minister Marcelo Ebrard 
Casaubon soliciting his support for the Expansion Project.  (See Exhibit F – Supplemental 
Information on Coordination with Mexican Government Agencies) 

On April 1, 2022, the City held a second videoconference with these Tamaulipas and SRE 
officials.  SRE offered to host videoconference with federal agencies. 

On April 7, 2022, SRE hosted videoconference which included City officials, Tamaulipas 
officials, and representatives of numerous federal agencies.  SRE noted that the Expansion 
Project was a priority for Mexico, and it volunteered to coordinate future technical meetings 
as the Expansion Project developed.  (See Exhibit F – Supplemental Information on 
Coordination with Mexican Government Agencies) 

On April 25, 2022, Governor García Cabeza de Vaca met again in Laredo with Mayor Saenz 
and Congressman Cuellar and reaffirmed his support for the Expansion Project.  Governor 
García Cabeza de Vaca and Mayor Saenz jointly signed a Memorandum of Understanding to 
work together to provide all necessary plans and to secure all necessary financing for the 
planning and construction of this binational bridge expansion project.  (See Exhibit F – 
Supplemental Information on Coordination with Mexican Government Agencies) 

On April 27, 2022, during a virtual meeting of the U.S.-Mexico Joint Working Committee on 
Transportation Infrastructure, representatives of SICT acknowledged the need to make further 
infrastructure improvements at the World Trade Bridge.   
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FINANCING 

The estimated cost of the U.S. side of the Laredo World Trade Bridge Expansion Project is 
$24.1 million, and it will be financed primarily by the City of Laredo.  The Mexican side of the 
Expansion Project will be financed by the Mexican State of Tamaulipas. 
 
The City of Laredo is prepared to 
finance the bulk of the Expansion 
Project through a State 
Infrastructure Bank (SIB) loan. 
This loan will be serviced through 
funds generated by the existing 
toll structure used on 
southbound traffic at the City’s 
bridges.  This would utilize the 
funding method successfully 
used for the existing World Trade 
Bridge.   
 
As the City moves forward with 
the Expansion Project, it is 
pursuing funding from Texas and U.S. federal sources.  The Laredo & Webb County Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (LW-CAMPO) has allocated $1 million of 2024 Category 7 
funds for the Expansion Project.  The City has applied for a $18.6 million grant under the 
Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Discretionary Grant 
Program. 
 

The City’s bridge 
toll revenues have 
exceeded $60 
million dollars per 
year for the past 
four years.  
Revenue peaked at 
$69.8 million in FY 
2019 but declined 
in FY 2020 to 
$61.1 million due 
to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  It 
began rebounding 
toward pre-
pandemic levels 
the following year, 
reaching $64.9 
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million in FY 2021.  For FY 2022, the City projected toll revenue of $64.6 million, with that 
nearly 82% of the total—some $53 million—being generated by commercial traffic over the 
World Trade Bridge and the Laredo-Colombia Solidarity International Bridge.  As of February 
2022, actual revenue was exceeding the budget projection by more than 9%.  The World Trade 
Bridge handles roughly 90% of commercial traffic, and thus it will raise more than half of the 
City’s total bridge revenue. 
 
For FY 2022, the City 
anticipates about $42 
million to be transferred 
from the Bridge Fund to 
the City’s General fund 
and for other 
Intergovernmental needs.  
Approximately $7.3 
million is budgeted for 
Capital Improvement 
Projects.  The remainder 
will cover all bridge-
related expenses.  Given 
the very positive revenue-
to-expenses ratio for the 
Bridge Fund, there will be 
ample room in the Bridge 
Fund to service the debt on the loan from the State Infrastructure Bank. 
 
The City’s current budget and financial status is stable with a very strong cash liquidity 
compared to many municipalities in Texas.  Current S&P Global Ratings stand at an AA rating 
classification for its long-term and underlying (SPUR) ratings on the City’s general obligation 
(GO) debt.  In conjunction with this financial standing, S&P Global Ratings assigned an AA 
long-term rating to the City’s series 2021 combination tax and revenue certificates of 
obligation.  As a result, the City’s financial outlook is stable based on Standard and Poor’s 
review of the City’s financial status and policies. 
 
The City is also exploring the possibility of securing funding for the Expansion Project from 
Texas and U.S. governmental sources.  It has worked with the LW-CAMPO to have the 
Expansion Project included in the revised 2020-2045 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) 
and 2022-2025 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).  LW-CAMPO has allocated $1 
million of 2014 Category 7 funds to the Expansion Project, which it categorizes as a high 
priority.  The City is also working with LW-CAMPO to include the Expansion Project in State of 
Texas planning documents, such as TxDOT’s Statewide Transportation Improvement Program 
(STIP) and Unified Transportation Program (UTP).   
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On April 15, 2022, the City applied for a $18.6 million RAISE grant.  If approved, the net grant 
federal grant would be $14.88 million, with the City contributing $3.72 million in matching 
funds. 
 
The City is committed to the Expansion Project, and it is prepared to fully finance the project 
if needed.  The Expansion Project is vital to increase the capacity of the World Trade Bridge in 
the face of the rapidly increasing volume of cross-border commercial traffic.  The City has 
already contracted with Structural Engineering Associates, Inc. (SEA) and its consultant team 
to prepare this Presidential Permit Application.  In addition to the Permit, SEA and its team will 
assist with technical studies, an environmental assessment, and the initial hydraulic studies 
as the first phase of project development. 
 

Summary of Estimated Cost 

Line Item Description  Total Cost 

Presidential Permitting Process  $650,000 

Preliminary Engineering & Permitting  $950,000 

NEPA Assessment Preparation and Public Involvement  $950,000 

Right of Way Acquisition & Boundary Surveys  $950,000 

Plans, Specifications & Estimates  $2,000,000 

Construction Phase Services  $15,500,000 

Contingencies   $3,100,000 

Total Estimated Project Cost:  $24,100,000 

 
The City’s financing of the Expansion Project is in addition to its funding of the ongoing FY 
2017 Donation Acceptance Program (DAP-17) FAST Lanes Relocation Project with CBP and 
GSA.  This DAP project will increase the efficiency and throughput of the World Trade Bridge 
Port of Entry.  The FAST Project has a construction cost of $10.3 million, and a total cost of 
$11.8 million.  FHWA awarded $8.0 million for the DAP project, the State contributed 
$660,347, and the City provided an additional $3.12 million in matching funds.  The City 
commenced construction on the project in May 2021, and the project is scheduled to be 
completed in July 2022.  (See Exhibit C)  The City will have an annual maintenance obligation 
to CBP of approximately $41,000 until such time as CBP can add this project to its annual 
budget.  
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CONSTRUCTION PLAN 

I.  Existing Bridge Planning, Design and Construction 

The existing Laredo World Trade Bridge was designed between 1997 and early 1998 , and 
construction took place between September 1998 and April 2000.  The Bridge designer was 
Structural Engineering Associates, Inc. (SEA) for the City of Laredo on the U. S. side.  The entire 
Bridge was designed in accordance with then current, applicable design criteria on both sides 
of the border, and to accommodate the design loads of both the Mexican T3-S2-R4 double-
trailer loading and the AASHTO HS 20 loading.   
 
The existing Bridge is 977 feet long and 120 feet wide.  The existing Bridge contains 8 traffic 
lanes, and sidewalks on each side of the bridge.   
 
II.  Conceptual Bridge Design  
 

 
The Expansion Project will also be designed by SEA for the City of Laredo.  The design of the 
new Bridge will utilize SEA’s extensive international bridge design experience, having worked 
on a half dozen international bridge designs, including the original World Trade Bridge.  
 
The widening of the existing Bridge and the new span will be designed in accordance with the 
currently applicable design criteria from both sides of the border, and they will accommodate 
the design loads of both the Mexican T3-S2-R4 double-trailer loading and the AASHTO HL 93 
loading.  The new span substructure will be designed to minimize any changes to the river 
flow during flooding conditions, and it will provide the same amount of free board above the 
1993 design flood elevation as the existing Bridge. 
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SEA and the Mexican engineering firm selected by the State of Tamaulipas will conclude a 
design agreement which sets forth the critical design features of the widening of the existing 
Bridge as well as the new span.  The new bridge girders will be upgraded to the current TxDOT 
Tx54 girder design, along with other TxDOT superstructure and substructure design upgrades 
since the original design in 1997-1998.   
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III.  Milestones 
 
The schedule for the construction of the Laredo World Trade Bridge Expansion Project is 
dependent upon the completion of critical interrelated milestones.  These steps include the 
submission and approval of this Presidential Permit Application; the execution of an Advanced 
Funding Agreement with TxDOT; preparation and approval of the environmental document 
(Finding of No Significant Impact--FONSI); final construction funding; approval of the United 
States Coast Guard Permit, the United States-Mexico International Boundary and Water 
Commission Permit, and the United States Army Corps of Engineers Permit, among other 
approvals; construction letting; and construction completion.  
 
Owing to the nature of this Expansion Project being the widening of an existing international 
bridge and the construction of an adjacent span, problems often associated with obtaining 
the necessary permits, approvals, or funding for international bridge projects are not 
anticipated. 
 

Milestone Anticipated Date 
Submit Presidential Permit Amendment Application April, 2022 
Approval of Presidential Permit Amendment October 1, 2022 
Project listed on MPO – MTP, TIP, and STIP July 2022 
Advanced Funding Agreement Executed September 2022 
Environmental Document Preparation and Approval October 2022 – June 2024 
USCG, IBWC, USACE Permits – Application and 
Approvals 

June 2024 – October 2024 

Construction Period December 2024 – December 2025 
Open to Traffic Spring 2026 

 
 
See Exhibit E for Supplemental Information on Construction Plan. 
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PROTECTED AREAS 
 
Over the years, multiple archeological surveys have been conducted within and adjacent to 
the area of the existing Bridge.  Archeological sites identified within the current project area 
have been determined to be ineligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places 
(See Map). 

The City of Laredo will 
coordinate with State 
Historic Preservation 
Office (i.e., the Texas 
Historical Commission) 
during project 
development.  

Federal transportation 
funds have been allocated 
to the Expansion Project, 
and accordingly the City 
will do all necessary 
coordination with the U.S. 
Federal Highway 
Administration and the 
Texas Department of 
Transportation, following 
their procedures for 
implementing the National 
Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969 (NEPA), Section 
106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA), and related laws. 
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OTHER U.S. APPROVALS 
 
In addition to a Presidential Permit, the Laredo World Trade Bridge Expansion Project will 
require compliance with relevant regulations as well as extensive coordination with and/or 
permits and approvals from stakeholder agencies: 
 
 National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA):  Consistent with its responsibility to 

fulfill NEPA requirements, the City of Laredo has hired an environmental consulting firm 
with extensive experience in cross-border projects to prepare the necessary 
documentation for the environmental clearance.  The City has been in regular contact with 
the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), the U.S. Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA), and other key federal agencies to plan for the environmental review.†††  In early 
2022, the City of Laredo collaborated with the Laredo & Webb County Area Metropolitan 
Planning Organization and TxDOT to have the Expansion Project added to the current 
revision of the local Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan (MTP).  Currently TxDOT and FHWA are reviewing an update of the 
Texas Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) that includes this funding for 
the Expansion Project.  Once the STIP is approved, FHWA will be enabled to take the lead 
in the NEPA environmental review process, working in collaboration with TxDOT.  The City 
will execute the requisite Advance Funding Agreement with TxDOT to allow TxDOT to 
engage on the Expansion Project.  The City estimates that the environmental process will 
formally begin in October of 2022 and conclude in June of 2024. 
 

 United States-Mexico International Boundary and Water Commission (IBWC) Permit:  Any 
activity within the IBWC right-of-way or IBWC maintained floodways requires IBWC 
approval.  This approval is based on the design criteria of the Bridge and must meet the 
terms of the 1970 Boundary Treaty.  The City has begun coordination with the IBWC and 
will supply the necessary design and construction information to obtain approval prior to 
commencing construction.  The IBWC Permit is contingent upon receiving the approved 
Presidential Permit. 
 

 United States Coast Guard Bridge Permit:  Under the provisions of the International Bridge 
Act of 1972 (22 U.S.C. §535, 535c-535h), any individual, partnership, corporation, or 
local, state, or federal legislative body, agency, or authority planning to construct or modify 
a bridge or causeway across a navigable waterway of the United States must apply for a 
U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) bridge permit.  A USCG bridge permit was issued for the existing 
World Trade Bridge when it was originally constructed.  Upon completion of the NEPA 
process, the City will submit an application to amend the existing permit to the USCG for 
the Expansion Project.  The USCG must approve an amended permit before the City can 
commence construction of the Expansion Project.   
 

 
††† Other agencies such as the U.S. General Services Administration, the U.S. Coast Guard, and the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers will participate in the environmental review. 
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 Clean Water Act Permit:  Section 404 of the Clean Water Act of 1972 (33 U.S.C. §1251 
et seq.) establishes a program to regulate the discharge of dredged or fill material into 
waters of the United States, including wetlands.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACOE) administers this program and reviews permit applications.  The Expansion 
Project also falls in a levee segment that is regulated by the USACOE and requires 
approval under Section 14 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 USC 408) for any 
use or alteration of the levee.  The City will submit permit requests to the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers for review and approval. 

 

 U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) and U.S. General Services Administration (GSA):  
The City has already initiated coordination with CBP and GSA regarding any operational or 
facility impacts at the Port of Entry, and it will sustain this coordination throughout the 
entire process.  The City will fund a Donation Acceptance Program project as needed to 
connect the Expansion Project to the Port of Entry. 

 
 

1 WorldCity, March 29, 2022 – Ken Roberts. 
2 WorldCity, March 29, 2022 – Ken Roberts. 
3 WorldCity 2022 Port Laredo Trade Numbers, pages 2-4. 
4 U.S. Department of Transportation--Bureau of Transportation Statistics.  
5 World Population Review. 
6 U.S. Department of Transportation--Bureau of Transportation Statistics. 
7 Texas Department of Transportation Texas-Mexico Border Transportation Master Plan 2021, page 3-25. 
8 Map courtesy of TxDOT Border Transportation Master Plan 2021 
9 TxDOT Laredo District Profile-Texas Freight Mobility Plan 2018 
10 South Texas Commercial Real Estate Presentation, February 2022 
11 U.S. Department of State – Article 13, Presidential Permit issued October 7, 1994 
12 TxDOT Border Transportation Master Plan, page 6-18 
13 TxDOT Border Transportation Master Plan, page 3-25 
14 TxDOT Border Transportation Master Plan, page 3-26 
15 TxDOT Border Transportation Master Plan, pages 3-27 and 3-28 
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Exhibit A - Existing Presidential Permit 
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Issuance of an Amendment of the Presidential Permit for  
the Laredo World Trade Bridge 

 
By virtue of the authority vested in me as Under Secretary for Political Affairs, including 
those authorities under Executive Order 11423, 33 FR 11741, as amended by 
Executive Order 12847 of May 17, 1993, 58 FR 29511,Executive Order 13284 of 
January 23, 2003, 68 FR 4075, and Executive Order 13337 of April 30, 2004, 69 FR 
25299; and Department of State Delegation of Authority 118-2 of January 26, 2006; I 
hereby amend as set forth herein the permission granted in the Presidential Permit 
signed on October 7, 1994, to the City of Laredo, Texas (hereinafter referred to as 
“permittee ”) to construct, operate, and maintain an international vehicular and 
pedestrian bridge between Laredo, Webb County, Texas and Nuevo Laredo, 
Tamaulipas, Mexico. 
 
1. Article 13(2) of the Presidential Permit signed on October 7, 1994, is amended and 
replaced in its entirety with the following provision: 

(2) The permittee shall route all hazardous materials from the downtown bridges to the 
United States facilities at Colombia Solidarity Bridge, or to the United States facilities at 
Laredo World Trade Bridge. However, U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) 
Table I Materials—Explosives, Radioactive, Poison Gas, and Other Toxic Compounds 
(as defined in USDOT 49 Code of Federal Regulations [CFR] 172.504[e]) shall not be 
routed to Laredo World Trade Bridge. 

2. The permittee shall not commence the transit of hazardous materials over Laredo 
World Trade Bridge until it has been informed that the Government of the United States 
and the Government of Mexico have exchanged diplomatic notes confirming that both 
governments authorize the commencement of such transit of hazardous materials. 

3. Aside from the amendment to Article 13(2) detailed above, the Presidential Permit 
signed on October 7, 1994, remains unaltered and in effect. 

In witness whereof, I, Wendy R. Sherman, Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs, 
have hereunto set my hand this 22 day of May 2014 in the City of Washington District of 
Columbia. 

Wendy R. Sherman, 

Under Secretary for Political Affairs. 

Kevin M. O'Reilly, 

Director, Office of Mexican Affairs, Bureau of Western Hemisphere Affairs, U.S. 
Department of State.
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Exhibit B – Letters of Support 
 

United States Federal Government 
 
Senator John Cornyn 
Senator Ted Cruz 
Representative Henry Cuellar 
 
Texas State Government 
 
Department of Agriculture Commissioner Sid Miller 
Senator Judith Zaffirini 
Rep. Richard Peña Raymond  
 
Local Government 
 
Webb County-City of Laredo Regional Mobility Authority 
Laredo & Webb County Area Metropolitan Planning Organization 
 
Private Sector Organizations 
 
Asociacion de Agentes Aduanales de Nuevo Leon, A.C. 
CANACAR 
Laredo Chamber of Commerce 
Laredo Economic Development Corporation 
Laredo Licensed U.S. Brokers Association, Inc. 
Laredo Motor Carriers Association 
 
Private Sector Companies 
 
American Electric Power 
DETCEN Holdings II LLC 
Emilio Richer, Agentes Aduanales 
Falcon Bank 
Fasken Oil and Ranch, Ltd. 
GAB Operations LLC 
IBC Bank 
Killam Development, Ltd. 
Pinnacle Industry Center 
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Exhibit C - Supplemental Information on Traffic 
 

Laredo’s Existing Transportation System 
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I. Planned Transportation Infrastructure Improvements 
 
The City of Laredo is collaborating with its local governmental partners—the Laredo & Webb 
County Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (LW-CAMPO) and the Webb County-City of 
Laredo Regional Mobility Authority (WCCLRMA)—as well as the Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT), U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), the U.S. General Services 
Administration (GSA), and the U.S. Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) on a wide array of 
major projects within the Port of Entry and in the surrounding transportation system in a 
holistic approach to improving the flow of commercial traffic crossing the World Trade Bridge. 
 
Currently, traffic into the 
United States travels over the 
southern-most four lanes of 
the 8-lane World Trade Bridge.  
The inner-most northbound 
lane is dedicated to 
participants in CBP’s Free and 
Secure Trade (FAST) program.  
Immediately after crossing 
into the United States, all 
trucks must make a sharp 
right turn and enter the 
federal inspection facility at 
the Port of Entry.  The radius 
of the curve reduces the 
number of travel lanes to 
three. This sharp turn creates 
the first bottleneck in the flow 
of northbound traffic.  Trucks 
then make a left-hand turn 
and enter a queue for the 
primary inspection of the 
vehicles.   
 
After trucks clear CBP, they 
pass through the Port of 
Entry’s five exit booths.  
Immediately after the exit 
booths, the trucks must make 
a sharp right turn onto IH-
69W.  The narrow radius of 
the curve limits the ability of 
trucks to navigate this turn.  
Moreover, until 2021, all 
trucks were channeled from 
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the egress directly into a single lane to pass over a Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) 
scale.  The sharp right turn and the single lane for the scale created an additional bottleneck 
at the egress from the Port of Entry.   
 
Once on IH-69W, trucks travel east to exit onto FM 1472 (Mines Road) or to merge onto IH-
35, or they continue on US 59/Loop 20 highway to points east.  A high percentage of the 
trucks exit on FM 1472 to head to warehousing and logistical facilities north and south of the 
World Trade Bridge.  The area north of the World Trade Bridge has become the home for 
countless private sector companies involved in cross-border shipping.  The left turn from the 
IH-69W offramp onto northbound FM 1472 routinely is heavily congested, leading to backups 
that can extend all the way back to the Port of Entry, effectively creating yet another 
bottleneck.  The Laredo Police Department monitors the traffic situation and redirects traffic 
as necessary to keep traffic from backing up onto the interstate.  Trucks continue to encounter 
heavy congestion after they turn north onto FM 1472, as that road was not built to handle the 
thousands of trucks that currently traverse it. 
 
The City and local entities, TxDOT, CBP, and GSA are working to address these bottleneck 
issues at or in proximity to the international crossing: 

 The World Trade Bridge Expansion Project will eliminate the existing sharp right turn at the 
U.S. end of the Bridge.  FAST trucks, which will have two dedicated lanes on the existing 
Bridge span, will continue straight to the new FAST area, while all non-FAST trucks will 
have a direct route into the regular primary inspection area.  
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 The ongoing FAST Lanes Relocation Project funded by the City and FHWA will move the 
FAST Lanes area from within the existing primary inspection area to an unused area within 
the Port of Entry.  This new location will give FAST trucks a straight shot from two dedicated 
lanes on the existing span of the World Trade Bridge through the Port of Entry and on to 
IH-69W.  The current Donation Acceptance Program project is constructing four FAST 
booths.  The project is designed to allow the future construction of two additional booths, 
for a total of six FAST lanes.  The booths are designed to facilitate the implementation of 
the Unified Cargo Processing (UCP) program, whereby CBP inspectors and their Mexican 
counterparts work side-by-side.  Once cleared at the inspection booths, trucks will be 
released and cleared to exit onto IH-69W.  When the Fast Lanes Relocation Project is 
completed and the UCP program is initiated, thousands of trucks coming northbound from 
Mexico will make only one stop for inspection in the entire border crossing experience.  
This will greatly increase the efficiency and throughput of the Port of Entry. 

 

 The City will flatten the curve at 
the egress from the Port of 
Entry to allow trucks to easily 
enter the two outside lanes of 
IH-69W.  
 

 The City is installing Weigh-in-
Motion scales on the approach 
to the exit booths.  This will 
allow the collection of weight 
data without slowing the movement of the trucks.  The City will share this data with DPS.  
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 TxDOT is widening IH-
69W from two lanes to 
three lanes between 
the Port of Entry and 
IH-35.  In conjunction 
with this project, DPS 
has removed its scale 
which created a 
bottleneck, and 
TxDOT has restriped 
the highway to create 
a second travel lane.  
When the widening project is completed in the fall of 2022, IH-69W will have three travel 
lanes available from the egress of the Port of Entry, essentially tripling the pre-2021 
number.  
 
 The FAST Lanes Relocation Project will be completed in the summer of 2022, 

coinciding with the IH-69W project.  FAST trucks will be able to use a dedicated travel 
lane after they exit the Port of Entry, thus ensuring that they don’t create congestion at 
the point where non-FAST trucks exit at the existing egress onto the other two lanes of 
IH-69W.  

 
 TxDOT is looking at 

ways to upgrade 
the connection 
between IH-69W 
and FM 1472 to 
address the issue 
of the massive 
numbers of trucks 
turning north.  One 
option would be to 
add a second left-
turn lane on the off 
ramp.  Another 
option would be to have trucks travel past the FM 1472, take the next frontage road exit, 
and then perform a U turn under IH-69W.  The trucks would then travel on the frontage 
road before turning north on FM 1472.  This option would include creating a dedicated 
lane on FM 1472 so that trucks would have a free right turn.  As TxDOT studies the 
problem, it may pick one of these options, or it could develop some other approach.  

While the focus of this Exhibit has been on northbound traffic, the upgrades will also greatly 
benefit southbound traffic as well.  The Expansion Project will increase the number of 
southbound lanes on the existing World Trade Bridge by 100%, from four lanes to eight lanes. 
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The cumulative impact of the World Trade Bridge Expansion Project, and these other Port of 
Entry and transportation improvement projects will be profound.  The number of total lanes at 
the World Trade Bridge will increase from 8 to 18, with eight new lanes for non-FAST trucks 
feeding directly into the existing federal inspection facility, completely avoiding the current 
bottleneck.  FAST trucks will have twice as many dedicated lanes on the existing span, and 
they will have their own inspection area in the federal compound where they will not 
intermingle with non-FAST trucks.  FAST trucks will have their own exit onto IH-69W, with their 
own lane on the highway to ensure they do not have a problem merging with non-FAST traffic 
at the current egress from the Port of Entry.  The non-FAST traffic will not be constrained by 
the existing sharp right turn at the egress, and they will have two lanes to enter IH-69W, thus 
eliminating that bottleneck.  When TxDOT determines the best option to deal with traffic exiting 
IH-69W northbound onto FM 1472, that problem will be further mitigated as well. 

In short, these various projects will prepare the World Trade Bridge for future growth and allow 
it to cope with the inevitable increase in demand well into the next decade. 

The City views the World Trade Bridge system in a holistic manner, and these improvements 
to the Bridge, the Port of Entry, and the transportation infrastructure nearby must be matched 
by major upgrades to the broader transportation network.  The City, LW-CAMPO, WCCLRMA, 
and TxDOT are looking at several other projects to relieve current congestion in the area 
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around the World Trade Bridge, and to prepare for the forecasted increase in volume of 
commercial traffic.  The preceding graphic illustrates the extent of the logistical facilities 
already existing that support commercial traffic crossing the World Trade Bridge.  While there 
are facilities south of IH-69W and east of the IH-69W/IH-35 intersection, the vast majority 
(over 80%) are clustered in a triangle north and west of the World Trade Bridge.  Presently 
they are accessed primarily by FM 1472 and IH-35.   

Currently the private sector has approximately 41 million square feet of industrial space in 
Laredo, with 34 million square feet in the area of the World Trade and Colombia Bridges.  The 
private sector is investing $500 million in new warehouse construction.1 

This graphic prepared 
by the WCCLRMA 
depicts how the City 
and its partners plan 
to expand the 
transportation system 
north of IH-69W to 
accommodate the 
expansion of logistical 
facilities in this area.  
Among the projects 
are major upgrades of 
FM 1472 and of IH-35 
from the intersection 
with IH-69W to points 
north.  The plans also 
include the 
construction of two 
major arterial 
highways, Vallecillo 
Road and the Hachar-

Reuthinger Parkway, between FM 1472 and IH-35 that would provide new access routes to 
this area.  In addition to these major enhancements north of IH-69W, the City and its partners 
plan major upgrades of US 59/Loop 20 east of IH-35.  Collectively, the cost of these five 
projects alone well exceeds $1 billion.  There are many other smaller projects being developed 
that will also improve the transportation system serving the World Trade Bridge. 

 FM 1472:  Numerous projects are underway or planned to maintain and upgrade this 
key artery for the transportation infrastructure that supports the World Trade Bridge.  
Short-term projects to improve FH 1472 include: 
 
 Construction is ongoing for Project CSJ: 2150-04-076, for the widening the north side 

of FM 1472 from Big Bend Blvd to Killam Industrial Blvd.  This project will add free 
turn lanes at to the east and westbound frontage roads of IH 69W along with 
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improving the northbound turn lane at Killam Blvd.  This project is scheduled to be 
completed in late 2022.   

 Construction is planned for Project CSJ: 2150-04-080, Super Street Project, for 
intersection improvements and right and left turn lanes from Fasken Blvd to Pan 
American Blvd.  This project 2.6-mile project has an estimated construction cost of 
$9.2 million and is scheduled to be let in August 2022.   
 

 IH-35:  TxDOT is progressively 
upgrading the intersection of 
IH-35 and IH-69W.  It has 
completed the IH-69W 
overpass over IH-35 and the 
Union Pacific Railway.  It is 
building direct connectors 
between IH-35 and IH-69W, 
with some already 
completed. 
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TxDOT is investing heavily on a 
variety of projects to improve IH-35 
north of the World Trade Bridge.  
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 Vallecillo Road:  This 
project consists of a 
new 2.7-mile 5-lane 
roadway connecting 
FM 1472 with IH-35 
about 1 mile north of 
IH-69W.  Vallecillo 
Road will provide a 
relief route for egress 
from the commercial 
area north of the 
World Trade Bridge to 
IH 35 which will 
decrease the level of 
congestion along FM 
1472.  This roadway 
also opens prime 
property for industrial development and leads to future developments east of IH 35.  Due 
to the importance of the project to the community, it is a top- priority for the WCCLRMA.  
The City and local businesses are also contributing to implement the project. 

 

 Hachar-Reuthinger 
Parkway:  This project 
is envisioned as an 
over five-mile-long 
interstate- level 
highway, with limited 
access, six travel 
lanes, and a three-lane 
frontage road on either 
side.  It is sponsored 
jointly by the City of 
Laredo and Webb 
County with the goal of 
opening the area  
farther north of the 
World Trade Bridge to 
major commercial 
development. 
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 US 59/Loop 20:  Currently IH-
69W in Laredo runs from the 
World Trade Bridge east to the 
intersection with IH-35.  The 
highway east of the 
intersection is US 59/Loop 20.  
This is the route connecting the 
World Trade Bridge to logistical 
facilities east of IH-35 and 
connecting south Laredo to the 
state and national highway 
system to the north of Laredo.  
For years, the City and its 
partners have worked to 
upgrade US 59/Loop 20 to 
interstate standards and 
improve this key route through the City.  This TxDOT graphic depicts ongoing projects. 
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Exhibit D - Supplemental Information on Nearby Bridges 
 
The Nearby International Bridges 
 
The World Trade 
Bridge is one of four  
international 
vehicular bridges 
linking the Laredo 
metropolitan area 
and Mexico.  It is the 
only bridge that 
exclusively handles 
commercial 
vehicular traffic.   
 
Of the other three 
vehicular bridges, 
only the Laredo-
Colombia Solidarity 
International Bridge 
also crosses 
commercial traffic 
and thus is 
germane for the 
purposes of this 
Application for a 
Presidential Permit.   
 
The two remaining 
vehicular bridges, 
located in 
downtown Laredo, 
are restricted to 
passenger vehicle, 
bus, and pedestrian 
traffic.   
 
Laredo also has a 
fifth crossing:  a rail bridge owned by the Kansas City Southern Railway Company. 
 
The Expansion Project will not have any impact on the two downtown non-commercial bridges 
or the rail bridge. 
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Laredo’s Other Commercial Bridge:  Laredo-Colombia Solidarity International 
Bridge 
 
The Laredo-Colombia Solidarity International Bridge has eight vehicular lanes and is 1,216 
feet long.  The bridge is located about 20 miles northwest of the World Trade Bridge.  It is a 
full-service facility, open to both commercial and non-commercial passenger vehicular traffic.  
The bridge is open to non-commercial traffic from 8:00 am to 12:00 am seven days a week.  
The bridge is open to commercial traffic from 8:00 am to 10:30 pm Monday through Friday, 
and from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm on Saturday.  The U.S. side of the bridge is owned by the City 
of Laredo.    
 

 
The Colombia Bridge was built in the early 1990s in a remote area north of Laredo/Nuevo 
Laredo.  There were several factors that contributed to the selection of its location.  The 
Mexican Government sought to have a border crossing in the state of Nuevo Leon, and the 
location could also serve as a bypass that would allow traffic to avoid the congestion of the 
downtown areas of the sister cities. 
 
Promoting commercial traffic was central to the planning of the Colombia Bridge.  It formed a 
key element in an ambitious project to facilitate the flow of trucks between Monterrey and 
points south in Mexico with the central and eastern regions of the United States via IH-35.  
The concept was that northbound trucks could quickly cross at the Colombia Bridge and have 
direct access to IH-35 via a new toll road, SR 255.  Southbound trucks would similarly have 
direct access to the border and then to the highway to Monterrey.  The pending 
implementation of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), which contemplated a 
significant volume of long-haul truck traffic between the two nations, underpinned this 
concept.  At this time, the World Trade Bridge had not been built, and all commercial traffic 
was channeled through the heavily congested downtown Laredo bridges. 
 
In practice, the plan did not fulfill its ambitious expectations.  For a variety of reasons, the 
long-haul projections never materialized.  Cross-border commercial traffic continued to be 
heavily oriented toward drayage; goods in both nations were shipped to warehousing and 
transshipment facilities in the Laredo/Nuevo Laredo area, where they were loaded on short-
haul trucks to be ferried across the border to similar facilities on the other side.  The lack of 
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infrastructure near the Colombia Bridge greatly hampered its ability to attract shippers.  The 
opening of the World Trade Bridge compounded this situation.  Shippers greatly preferred the 
much closer in and equally modern facility at the World Trade Bridge to the remote Colombia 
location.  Over the past three decades, vast acreage of warehousing, transshipment, and other 
logistical facilities have been built in the area around the World Trade Bridge, while there has 
been comparatively little development around Colombia.  Adding to the problem, the poor 
quality of the highway on the Mexican side linking the Colombia Bridge to the main highway 
to Monterrey has also been a perennial disincentive. 
 
Colombia was built to 
handle a large 
volume of 
commercial traffic.  
The actual volume is 
significant, but it is 
far lower than the 
initial projections.  
This Texas 
Department of 
Transportation 
(TxDOT) graphic 
depicts how the 
volume has been 
relatively static.2   
The extent of the 
unused capacity of 
the Colombia Bridge was unambiguously demonstrated in May 2017 when a violent storm 
damaged the U. S. and Mexican Ports of Entry at the World Trade Bridge.  For weeks, 
commercial traffic had to be diverted to Colombia.  While this was an emergency short-term 
operation, Colombia proved that it had the ability to handle a high volume of commercial 
traffic. 
 
The City of Laredo, along with local governmental entities, TxDOT, U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP), and the U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) desire to have the 
capacity of the Colombia Bridge better utilized.  One option is to promote it as a niche crossing 
for particular goods, such as agricultural products.  It can also be used to cross empty trucks.  
In 2021, CBP began requiring all empty trucks not participating in its Free and Secure Trade 
(FAST) program to use Colombia to reduce demand the World Trade Bridge.  While the 
shipping industry was concerned about adding 30-40 miles to the trip from transshipment 
facilities on either side of the river, it acknowledged that this policy did ease congestion at the 
World Trade Bridge. 
 
The Mexican Government also seeks to better utilize the Colombia Bridge.  In 2021, it began 
work to improve the highway linking Colombia to the Monterrey highway.  When completed, 
this project will significantly improve access to the Colombia Bridge from the Mexican side. 
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Over the long term, the volume of commercial traffic at the Colombia Bridge is expected to 
grow.  Some of the transportation improvement projects being made north of the World Trade 
Bridge, such as the Hachar-Reuthinger Parkway, may serve to facilitate access from the 
Colombia Bridge to new warehousing and transshipment facilities far north of the World Trade 
Bridge.  The combination of better transportation infrastructure on both sides of the border 
and new private sector investment in the area closer to the Colombia Bridge will encourage 
greater demand there. 
 
Laredo’s Downtown Bridges 
 

 
Texas Mexico Railway International Bridge 
 
The Texas Mexico Railway International Bridge is a single-track railroad bridge.  It is 1,275 
feet long. The bridge is located about 10 miles south of the World Trade Bridge.  It is the only 
railway connection between Laredo and Nuevo Laredo.  The bridge is owned by the Kansas 

A rail bridge and 2 non-commercial bridges connect the central areas of Laredo and Nuevo Laredo 
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City Southern Railway Company (KCS).  In 2020, KCS received a Presidential Permit to build 
a second span. 
 

 
 
Gateway to the Americas Bridge 
 
The Gateway to the Americas Bridge has four vehicular lanes and two pedestrian sidewalks.  
It is 1,050 feet long.  The bridge is located about 9 miles south of the World Trade Bridge.  It 
is a non-commercial facility.  The bridge is open to SENTRI non-commercial vehicular traffic 
and pedestrians 24 hours per day, seven days per week.  It connects downtown Laredo with 
central Nuevo Laredo, and it is the City’s only bridge for pedestrian traffic.  The U.S. side of 
the bridge is owned by the City of Laredo. 

 
Juarez-Lincoln Bridge 
 
The Juarez-Lincoln Bridge has eight vehicular lanes and is 1,008 feet long.  The bridge is 
located about 8 miles south of the World Trade Bridge.  It is a passenger vehicle and 
commercial bus facility.  The bridge is open to vehicular traffic and pedestrians 24 hours per 
day, seven days per week.  The U.S. side of the bridge is owned by the City of Laredo.    

  



 
Application for Presidential Permit 

April 29, 2022                                             Laredo World Trade Bridge 
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Exhibit E – Supplemental Information on Construction Plans 
 
The following slides represent selected conceptual plan sheets setting forth critical design 
features for the new World Trade Bridge span and the expansion of the existing World Trade 
Bridge to be constructed per the Expansion Project.   

 
Typical Cross Section of New Bridge 
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End of the New Bridge in Mexico 
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New Bridge at the International Border over the Rio Grande River 
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New Bridge entering the United States  
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End of the New Bridge in the United States 
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Typical Cross Section of Existing Bridge Expansion 
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End of the Existing Bridge Expansion in Mexico 
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Existing Bridge Expansion at the International Border over the Rio Grande River 
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End of the Existing Bridge Expansion in the United States 
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Exhibit F – Supplemental Information on  
Coordination with Mexican Government Agencies 

 
Laredo Mayor Pete Saenz February 2, 2022, letter to Tamaulipas Governor Francisco Javier 
García Cabeza de Vaca soliciting his support for the Laredo World Trade Bridge Expansion 
Project 
 
Laredo Mayor Pete Saenz March 6, 2022, letter to Mexican Foreign Minister Marcelo Ebrard 
Casaubon soliciting his support for the Expansion Project 
 
City of Laredo Presentation at the April 7, 2022, videoconference on the Expansion Project 
hosted by the Mexican Secretariat of Foreign Affairs 
 
Notes of April 7, 2022, videoconference on the Expansion Project hosted by the Mexican 
Secretariat of Foreign Affairs 
 
Memorandum of Understanding signed jointly by Tamaulipas Governor Francisco Javier 
García Cabeza de Vaca and Laredo Mayor Pete Saenz on April 25, 2022, committing support 
for the Expansion Project  
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1 City of Laredo Economic Development Department 
2 TxDOT Texas-Mexico International Border Crossings, 2019, page 105. 
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