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CITY OF LAREDO 
EMERGENCY CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
1110 HOUSTON STREET 
LAREDO, TEXAS 78040 

AUGUST 11, 2021 
5:00 P.M. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER  

  
Mayor Pete Saenz called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m. 

 
II.     PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
 Mayor Saenz let the City Council in the pledge of allegiance.  
 
III.     MOMENT OF SILENCE  
 
 Cm. Torres asked that we keep in our prayers all the people in our local hospitals that have 

contracted COVID and for all of us that continue to protect ourselves through this pandemic. Mayor 
Saenz also asked for prayers for all the migrants and the challenges they are facing.  

 
IV.    ROLL CALL  

 
 In attendance: 
 Pete Saenz    Mayor 
 Rudy Gonzalez Jr.   District I, Mayor Pro Tempore 
 Vidal Rodriguez    District II 
 Mercurio “Merc” Martinez III  District III 
 Alberto Torres, Jr.   District IV 
 Dr. Marte Martinez   District VI 
 Vanessa Perez    District VII 
 Alyssa Cigarroa    District VIII 
 Jose A. Valdez, Jr.   City Secretary 
 Robert Eads    City Manager 
 Rosario Cabello    Deputy City Manager 
 Kristina L. Hale    Assistant City Manager 
 Riazul Mia    Assistant City Manager 
 Alyssa Castillo    Interim City Attorney 

 
      Citizen comments 
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 Ms. Sylvia Bruni representing the Webb County Democratic Party Chair, wanted to remind 
everyone that in March of 2020 was the first in the state to implement the CDC guidelines in the 
face of criticism and in our opinion, you saved lives. Ms. Bruni read a letter requesting that the City 
Council issue an emergency order mandating facemask in order to save lives.  

 
 Ms. Noraida Negron read into the record several comments. One by Maria Gonzalez, she wrote as 

citizens of Laredo and a person that is vaccinated I am against wearing the mask please let us be 
free and decide for our children. The next one is from Beatrice Mendoza who wrote City Council 
thank you for calling this meeting, I am a childless person, all our children deserve to learn in a safe 
environment and it makes sense to provide a virtual option at least until our children are fully 
vaccinated. She was not in favor of having children learn in school unless they are safe. The next 
one is from Leticia Botello, I have 4 under age children that are not vaccinated, I do worry that they 
will get sick from COVID. Let be safe in public schools and please keep mask on for our safety. The 
next one is from Lorena Gonzalez, I would like public schools to mandate the use of mask and only 
allowing middle and high school fully vaccinated students to return to school and to only have 
elementary students do virtual. The next one is from Javier, it reads, while I am in favor of this 
measure it is too little too late. There should be another stay in place order issued to reduce the 
spread of COVID at minimum for two weeks. The next one is from Leticia Garcia, she had concerns 
with sending children back to school and putting them at risk. The last one is from Fernando 
Baldaso, kids have the option to wear a face cover or not, they are free to choose. How many kids 
under the age of 18 have died from COVID? He wants the city council to follow Governor Abbot’s 
order. Cassia Solis also spoke and stated the following, I am a senior at Alexander High School and 
she felt it would be good to hear from an actual student. She felt that virtual learning is not the 
answer for high school students. We are old enough to wear a mask, we are old enough to 
understand what is going on and we need to inform people about the vaccine. Although it is 
protective, it is not 100%. I am asking you as a high school student to fight Governor Abbot because 
it is not fair and everyone should be wearing a mask. Ms. Negron had some more written 
comments. The next one is from Eduardo Villarreal, and it reads for mask to be used at school. The 
next one is from Vitala Ramos and it reads, please consider the safety of our children under 12 and 
enforce the mask mandate. The next one is from Celestina, she is in favor of the mask. The last one 
is from Gabriela Forester, making mask mandatory and virtual learning in both school districts. 

 
V.     GENERAL COUNCIL DISCUSSIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 
 
A.    Request by Mayor Pete Saenz 
1. Discussion with possible action on the approval of a Public Health Order to be issued by the Local 

Health Authority Dr. Victor Trevino mandating face coverings in public schools and city buildings, 
and any other matters incident there to. 

 
Motion to move into Executive Session pursuant to Texas Government Code Sections 551.071 to 
include our management team, our city attorney’s office, our health authority, health department 
director, Chief Heard and anyone else deemed necessary and appropriate by our legal team. 
 
Moved: Cm. Torres 
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Seconded: Cm. Rodriguez 
For: 7    Against: 0   Abstain:0 
Not Present: Cm. Gutierrez 

 
VI.     EXECUTIVE SESSION  
  
1.    Request for executive session pursuant to Texas Government Code, Subchapter D, Section 551.071 

(1)(A) to consult with attorneys on the issuance of a Public Health Order by the Local Health 
Authority Dr. Victor Trevino, as it relates to contemplated litigation against Governor Greg Abbott 
for suspension of Executive Order 38; and return to open session for possible action. 

 
 Motion to authorize the City Attorney to file suit against the Governor & the State of Texas seeking 

for the repeal of Executive Order 38, to require the use of masks in schools, but additionally further 
requesting as relief the restoration of powers to City Mayors and local health authorities and to 
fight the mandate which prohibits municipalities from requiring city employees to get vaccinated 
as we feel that, that is also needed to continue fighting this pandemic and that if we do not hear 
from the Court System by Friday at noon, that we petition the Mayor to call another Emergency 
Meeting on Friday, so that we can hear from Doctor Trevino once again and take the bold action 
of just going against Executive Order 38 in order to protect our students as they will return to 
school come Monday. 

 
 Moved: Cm. Torres 
 Seconded: Cm. Cigarroa 
 For: 7    Against: 0   Abstain:0 
 Not Present: Cm. Gutierrez  

 
     VII.  ADJOURNMENT  
 
 Moved: Cm. Torres 
 Seconded: MPT. Gonzalez 

 For: 7    Against: 0   Abstain:0 
 Not Present: Cm. Merc Martinez, Cm. Gutierrez  

 
 

      
         _____________________________ 
          Jose A. Valdez, Jr. 
          City Secretary 


