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CITY OF LAREDO  
CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

M2021-S-03 
LIVE WEB LINK: http://laredotx.swagit.com/live 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 1110 
HOUSTON STREET 

LAREDO, TEXAS 78040 
June 7, 2021 

5:30 P.M. 
 

SUPPLEMENTAL MINUTES 
 
I. APPOINTMENTS TO COMMISSIONS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 

 
1. Appointment by Council Member Ruben A. Gutierrez, Jr. of Joey Tellez to the Ethics 

Commission. 
 
Motion to table. 
 
Moved:  Dr. Marte Martinez 
Second:  Cm. Gutierrez 
For:  8   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 

 
II. GENERAL COUNCIL DISCUSSIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 

 
A. Request by Mayor Pro-Tempore Rudy Gonzalez, Jr. 

 
1. Discussion with possible action to host a 4th of July event at the Independence Hills 

Park, and any other matters incident thereto. (Co-Sponsored by Council Member 
Vanessa J. Perez and Council Member Alyssa Cigarroa) 
 
MPT Gonzalez noted that this event will be the fourth of its kind and asked staff about 
the financial impact and feasibility of hosting this event. Robert Eads, City Manager, 
assumed that there would be fireworks at this event and noted that the remaining 
allocation is about $5,000 for this event.  
 
Juan J. Gomez, Parks Director, confirmed the remaining event funds as $4,494.42; 
Cm. Torres mentioned that the last Fourth of July event at the Max A. Mandel Golf 
Course was poorly attended and urged Council and staff to coordinate these events 
so that they are cost-effective. He asked staff for recommendations or limitations to 
inform Council’s decisions on event matters.  
 
MPT Gonzalez noted that the Independence Hills event has been successful and 
well-attended in the past but wanted to confirm that funding would be available. Cm. 
Rodriguez agreed and noted that the South Laredo event has only grown since it was 
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created. While he agreed with District I’s right to host this event, he emphasized his 
desire to host a District II event as well.  
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, reminded Council that the type of event will drive the 
cost; fireworks displays cost $1,000 per minute and the budget has less than $5,000 
allocated for both district events.  
 
MPT Gonzalez asked what other funds are available to pay for both events. Cm. 
Cigarroa voiced her opinion that Fourth of July is a unity-based holiday, but splitting 
up events goes against that notion. She discouraged Council from spending more 
money than necessary on separate but similar events as it is not a wise use of those 
resources. Cm. Rodriguez took note of her point but countered that he and MPT 
Gonzalez have worked well together on this matter for several years and value these 
events for their districts.  
 
Rosario Cabello, Deputy City Manager, cautioned Council that there is not enough 
event staff to split between two events on the same day. There are also a strained 
budget and to fund two events would require taking money from somewhere else, 
such as the unfilled recreation center positions. She asked the remaining Council 
Members to refrain from hosting similar events as there is not the budget to hold eight 
different events.  
 
MPT Gonzalez initiated a motion to host two events, one in each district. Dr. Marte 
Martinez voiced his support and commended the patriotism of these well-attended 
events as they do not compete with one another.  
 
Motion to approve two Fourth of July events in District I and District II on separate 
days at a cost of no more than $15,000 per event.  
 
Moved:  MPT Gonzalez 
Second:  Cm. Rodriguez 
For:  7   Against:  1   Abstain:  0 
 MPT Gonzalez Cm. Cigarroa 
 Cm. Rodriguez 
 Cm. Mercurio Martinez 
 Cm. Torres 
 Cm. Gutierrez 
 Dr. Marte Martinez 
 Cm. Perez 

 
B. Request by Council Member Mercurio Martinez, III 

 
1. Discussion with possible action to secure additional grapple trucks, personnel, and 

upgraded equipment in light of the recent storms, and any other matters incident 
thereto. (Co-Sponsored by Council Member Vidal Rodriguez) 



 
These minutes are preliminary and subject to change. 

They are considered unofficial until approved at the next City Council meeting. 
 

 
No discussion or action taken.  
 

III. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion to adjourn. 
 
Moved:  Dr. Marte Martinez 
Second:  Cm. Torres 
For:  7   Against:  0   Abstain:  0 
MPT Gonzalez was not present.  
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