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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

MARCH 19, 2020 
 

 
Dr. Hector Gonzalez, Health Director, reported that officials have screened and 
investigated over six students and 76 staff members at Zaffirini Elementary School; there 
were some students found to be sick, but it was confirmed that they had the flu, strep 
throat, ear infections, and other viruses. No student was confirmed with COVID-19. 
Officials are also testing three coaches due to their close contact with the confirmed 
COVID-19 individual. Some have respiratory symptoms, but all are recovering well in 
quarantine. Those test results are not available yet, and nobody will be released from 
quarantine until after 14 days. He reminded the media that testing is only for people who 
are actually sick at this time, asking media partners to help disseminate this clarification 
to calm the panic in the community. To-date, there is still only one confirmed case of 
COVID-19; Tamaulipas now has two cases in Reynosa and nearby. Those cases are 
travel-related, and officials will work with Tamaulipas parties to monitors the progress. 
There are no current cases in Nuevo Laredo.  
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, stated that the recently-passed restrictions went into effect 
at 12:01 a.m. this morning. Large gatherings are restricted as well as some types of 
establishments including bars, bingos, amusement redemption centers, and malls. Some 
establishments were identified as necessities like grocery stores, hardware stores, office 
spaces, and residential buildings. Businesses or offices that are not strictly prohibited are 
allowed to open as long as employers keep less than 10 people in one confined space. 
Everyone is encouraged to maintain the proper social distance of six feet or more (or 
arms’ length) both indoors or outdoors. Currently, the public may still exercise in City 
parks as long as they maintain that social distancing requirement. Basic hygiene is also 
strongly encouraged such as hand-washing, coughing or sneezing into one’s elbow (not 
hands), and staying home if one feels sick. The order will be in effective for 14 days as of 
yesterday; staff will make a recommendation to Council prior to the expiration date if they 
feel the need to extend the order. A public information center has been set up in City Hall 
for the questions that the public may have at this time. He asked the media and public to 
bear with City staff as they try to answer the numerous questions and requests that are 
coming in at this time. Mr. Eads reported that City Departments have changed the way 
that some services or operations occur, such as sending about 300 employees to work 
from home. The City is monitoring the activity on the bridges in regards to federal direction 
for how to operate ports of entry; he voiced his understanding that the bridges are still 
open with business and commercial traffic still moving normally. Pedestrian crossings 
have reduced. All expenses are being tracked now as officials continue to make difficult 
decisions for the community. Mr. Eads urged the public to stay at home as much as 
possible for the next two weeks in an effort to “flatten the curve” and prevent the spread 
of the virus in Laredo.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz encouraged the participation of the media to help inform the public 
with accurate information. He reiterated Mr. Eads’s report that stricter regulations are now 
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in effect; Council and officials hope that these will only have to remain in effect for the 
next two weeks but will keep an eye on the situation. He agreed with comments he had 
received that the community needs more testing supplies and resources, noting that 
officials have contacted our state representatives and Congressman for assistance. Even 
with more test kits, there will be some restrictions as to who will be able to get tested. 
Mayor Saenz reported staff’s observation of a reduction in permit requests during the 
month of March. Trade seems to have slightly increased despite the COVID-19 situation.  
 
Tano Tijerina, Webb County Judge, informed the public that he is about to sign the 
County’s emergency order to institute emergency measures very similar to that passed 
by the City. It will include the same rules and covers price gouging, healthcare facilities, 
public transit, utilities and rentals, emergency enforcement, and other measures.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez confirmed that the claim of a second positive COVID-19 case in Laredo is 
a rumor and is not true. He asked the media to help set the record straight. There is flu 
and a seasonal Coronavirus (which is not covid-19). Reynosa, Mexico, has one positive 
case of COVID-19 currently, but that is unrelated to Laredo. The single positive case is 
considered local at this time because the individual has not done any travelling. This 
individual is also doing well despite their COVID-19 diagnosis.  
 
Claudio Treviño, Police Chief, confirmed that the Police Department has full staff onboard 
to handle this situation. The city’s safety remains a top priority for the Department. 
Services at the station were modified slightly by restricting physical access to the building. 
This has not impeded anybody’s ability to report a crime or open an investigation; he 
stated that the number of arrests have decreased slightly in the last week as an indication 
of people staying home more. Officers and code enforcement personnel are visiting 
businesses to encourage the modifications needed for businesses to stay open. Officers 
are also educating the public on the order as per direction from management. After 
education and encouragement have been exhausted, Police will begin issuing citations 
ranging from $50-$2,000 depending on the infraction. He noted that community members 
have been responding well to the directives of the order and confirmed that Police will not 
reduce any of their services to the public. Complaints and reports of price gouging are 
being taken seriously by Police; they are collecting these complaints and forwarding them 
to the Attorney General’s Office for enforcement. Numbers are posted on the Police 
Department webpage for the public to utilize. Police has been coordinating closely with 
the Webb County Sheriff’s Office, who have been increasing their presence at grocery 
stores and other public locations to maintain order.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez explained that the difference between COVID-19 and seasonal Coronavirus 
has been published already by the City, asking the media to help disseminate this 
information. Seasonal Coronavirus causes the common cold, and people in Laredo test 
positive for it every year. COVID-19 is the novel Coronavirus that started in China and is 
now worldwide.  
 
Judge Tijerina confirmed that the County’s order will go into effect immediately upon his 
signature and available via a press release. Dr. Gonzalez noted that Council is taking 
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such strict precautions in the hopes that people in the community do not get sick, even if 
numbers increase in other cities.  
 
Steve Landin, Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, stated that Laredo is 
not restricting travel to the city; there are not patrols at the county line or city limits. Travel 
can move through Laredo. Chief Treviño encouraged the public to stay home as much as 
possible, conceding that people need to go to work or buy groceries or perform other 
essential functions. During the day, officers are not too concerned about the movement 
of people throughout the city, but there should be less of a need to be out of the house in 
the evenings. If officers seem someone outside in the evening, they may be compelled to 
contact that individual. He reminded business owners that officers are also present where 
businesses are closed to prevent vandalism or crime in the area. The public can call the 
Police Department or the Health Department if they have questions about what the 
restrictions mean for their families or households.  
 
Mr. Eads reported that Governor Greg Abbott held a news conference and directed 
changes statewide. This may mean that Laredo has superseding orders from the State 
of Texas; the situation is fluid and can change quickly. The Governor’s order appears to 
be similar to Laredo’s changes at first glance. He confirmed that schools will be closed 
until at least April 3, 2020.  
 
Chief Landin reminded the media that the drive-through testing that has been seen in San 
Antonio or other cities was only for medical personnel. Officials are working with public 
safety employees on new policies and procedures to utilize personal protective equipment 
(PPE). Laredo does not have the testing kits to provide a drive-through testing facility, but 
there is a possibility to do so in the future. Dr. Gonzalez clarified that the Health 
Department has performed some drive-through testing; sampling is done at the Health 
Department or private labs.  
 
Mayor Saenz noted that the hospitals have not seen an increase of flulike symptoms; Dr. 
Gonzalez agreed and noted that these symptoms are actually declining. The virus is 
spread through air droplets like coughs or sneezes; there is no data that show COVID-19 
can become airborne. While the virus can live for a short time on an inanimate object for 
a couple of days, it is not viable and needs warm tissue to grow. Chief Treviño reminded 
the public to report any crimes to the Police regardless of their immigration status; 
immigration status should also not be considered when someone needs to seek medical 
attention.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez noted that the pregnant COVID-19 patient is doing well and never had 
serious respiratory symptoms. Chief Landin commented on a report that someone is 
going door-to-door in South Laredo in a hazmat suit telling residences that they are with 
the City and testing for COVID-19; he reminded the media that nobody at the City is doing 
this. He asked community members to call the Police Department if they see any of this 
kind of activity moving forward. Chief Treviño noted that he saw someone make a social 
media post, which was shared, with this information but did not see if occur in person. 
Police did not receive any calls or complaints about this, either; it seems to have been a 
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fake post. Dr. Gonzalez added that sometimes pest control employees wear hazmat suits 
when performing their work.  


