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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

MARCH 22, 2020 
 

Steve Landin, Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, reported that the City 
of Laredo implemented some new measures specifically at its parks yesterday in 
conjunction with Webb County.  
 
Dr. Hector Gonzalez, Health Director, reported the to-date, 60 people have been tested; 
four tests have come back positive, and 22 are negative. The remaining 34 are still 
pending. The tests are being administered through the Health Department public lab and 
private physicians’ labs. Officials will receive updates on test results every day; the City 
took the initiative to search for testing kits through a private laboratory so that they can 
administer more tests locally. There is a shortage of personal protective equipment (PPE) 
nationwide, not just in Laredo; officials are also working with the medical community to 
address that through a national stockpile to release some emergency supplies. They are 
also researching alternate measures to maintain supply. If needed, the City is looking to 
designate one hospital to treat all COVID-19 patients that may require hospitalization. He 
noted that all of the positive cases are doing well; one person required further evaluation, 
and the emergency response procedures and personnel operated perfectly. That person 
was examined and released after testing; this person is doing well now. The fourth 
positive case is a person who was working abroad and returned with coughing and 
congestion. After seeing their healthcare provider, they tested positive for COVID-19; they 
are now in quarantine along with the other three positive individuals. All positive persons 
will be in quarantine until they are retested twice with negative results both times. Upon 
their release, they will receive a letter from the Health Department releasing them back 
to work and/or school.  
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, thanked the workers on the frontlines keeping the community 
safe and fed, such as healthcare workers, law enforcement, restaurants, and grocery 
stores. He reminded the public that if someone does not need to be out of their homes, 
they should stay home. Residents can still check on their family members and loved ones 
with phone calls to make sure that everyone is doing well, but by staying home we are 
keeping ourselves healthy. By adapting to the ever-changing situation, the community will 
overcome this pandemic. He reported an operational change in which the City will try to 
encourage only critical transportation through its Transit System/El Metro. If community 
members can find other, non-mass transportation for their purposes, he asked them to 
please leave the Transit System for those more vulnerable residents who have no other 
transportation options.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz recognized the community’s desire for information at this time but 
reminded them that their own health is the most important right now. As more information 
becomes available, officials will share it with the public, but he asked the media to respect 
the privacy of the COVID-19 positive patients as their medical information is protected 
information. Dr. Gonzalez added that community members need to make sure they are 
well-rested and hydrated in order to help fight any respiratory infection. Eating well with 
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plenty of fruits and vegetables high in Vitamin C will also help. He urged the public to stay 
home unless they have to be out of the house, because social distancing of a minimum 
of six feet is working well as a prevention measure. This has been proven by seeing 
members of the most vulnerable population testing negative; the COVID-19 virus is 
worldwide and is now established in Laredo. Dr. Gonzalez noted that officials will try to 
coordinate a group of counselors to address the social anxiety that is rising in the 
community.  
 
Chief Landin reiterated that some additional restrictions were added to the order; all of 
the parks remain closed after officials saw a problem with youth gathering to play sports 
together at the parks. Lake Casablanca is also in the process of closing. He clarified that 
residents can jog down the block of their own neighborhood as long as they practice social 
distancing.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez confirmed that the people in quarantine will remain so for 14 days and are 
checked by medical professionals every day; they will be tested twice, with both tests 
requiring a negative result for COVID-19 before they are released from quarantine. Part 
of the response plan has always been to evaluate the inventories of hospitals and first 
responders regarding PPE and other supplies. A medical committee is being organized 
to help perform these evaluations. He noted that the hospitals have over 500 beds; over 
200 are available right now. If needed, the City could make use of a hotel for beds. He 
thanked Senator Judith Zaffirini and Congressman Henry Cuellar for facilitating private 
entities that erect mobile testing facilities, hospitals, exam rooms, dormitories, and 
kitchens.  
 
Chief Landin read a media inquiry regarding unemployment numbers in response to the 
COVID-19 situation. Mr. Eads reported that the City is working closely with both big and 
small businesses in the community. There is not currently any data to show employment 
trends at this time. However, if the situation gets more drastic, he confirmed that the City 
has all of the resources available to meet the need; Sames Auto Arena has been made 
available at a moment’s notice, as well as the former Best Buy building thanks to the 
building’s owner.  
 
Manuel Maciel, Assistant Police Chief, reported that one citation was issued and warnings 
in response to calls complaining of public gathering violations. He confirmed that if officers 
see individuals failing to comply with the orders, they will issue citations.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez reminded the public that social distancing and hygiene measures are 
working to prevent the spread of infection. Of the 22 negative test results, some of the 
individuals were aged in their 60s and 70s; this is great news as this age group is the 
most at risk. There were also two young immunocompromised children who tested 
negative, as well. He asked the media to share this information to help put the public at 
ease.  
 
Tano Tijerina, Webb County Judge, added that the County Judge’s Office is also available 
to secure or provide any resources for emergency response.  


