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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

MARCH 23, 2020 
 

Dr. Hector Gonzalez, Health Director, reported that to-date the City has confirmed 25 
negative tests for COVID-19 and four positive cases through a combination of public 
health and private laboratories. Officials are trying to increase their testing capacity and 
are working with the medical community. If an individual is presenting for testing with any 
symptoms, they are being placed in quarantine regardless if their tests result in positive 
or negative confirmations. They are being monitored three times a day to ensure that they 
understand the nature of COVID-19 and quarantine procedures. He reported that the four 
positive patients are all doing well; they must be tested twice with negative results for 
COVID-19 before they are released at the end of their quarantine period. Officials are 
strategizing with the medical community and stakeholders for a decision as to what to do 
with the at-risk population testing negative. He encouraged the public to continue 
practicing social distancing and staying at home as much as possible, especially if anyone 
is feeling sick, in addition to hygiene measures such as washing hands and covering 
coughs or sneezes. All of these measures are making a difference. The Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) is currently working to approve some pharmaceuticals to treat this 
virus, including retroviruses used to treat HIV and malaria medications. Trials taking place 
in other countries will inform the medical community of these medicines to treat COVID-
19 symptoms.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez reported that yesterday, the President and Governor of Texas issued 
declarations that added more capacity for manufacturing of personal protective 
equipment (PPE). The City has ordered the maximum amount of masks that can be 
ordered, and production should begin as soon as possible. City and County officials are 
sharing this information with private medical offices and the hospitals so that all medical 
professionals are able to help as many people as needed. He reiterated that there have 
not been any deaths in Laredo related to this virus; all actions being taken are solely 
precautionary in order to slow or prevent the spread of infection.  
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, stated that the City’s biggest concerns at this time are 
medical supplies and equipment and encouraging people to stay in their homes unless 
they have to be out and about for necessary goods or services. Officials have seen too 
many people gathered in places where they do not have an essential reason to be there. 
He reminded the public that this is a very serious matter. Social distancing is not being 
practiced as much as it needs to be at this time; he encouraged the entire community to 
commit to these practices as it takes everyone participating in order to prevent any 
avoidable spread of the virus. He suggested that everyone assume that they are COVID-
19 positive and take the necessary quarantining and safety measures that this would 
entail, which includes staying home and avoiding other people. He asked the media to 
help spread this message.  
 



2 
 

Mayor Pete Saenz [poor audio quality rendered most of Mayor Saenz’s comments 
inaudible.] noted that as of today, it appears that Laredo is taking appropriate precautions, 
though it is possible that changing circumstances will require more drastic measures.  
 
Tano Tijerina, Webb County Judge, asked that the community come together in a united 
front with calm and compliance to the orders put out by officials. Many businesses and 
offices have already closed operations, and the City and County want to avoid any 
additional drastic measures if they do not have to. This requires compliance from 
community members. He emphasized that the decisions made by City and County 
officials are not based on panic or emotional responses. A more appropriate threshold 
number of people in gatherings is being investigated by his office, and he implored the 
public and media to cooperate with the directives given to them by their officials. Judge 
Tijerina noted that some people in South Laredo continue to congregate and discouraged 
such behavior. Law enforcement will soon start citing these violations of the order.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez reported that staff has been meeting closely with infectious disease 
specialist Dr. Fernandez Sanchez, who has been reviewing the cases. He reported that 
officials are forming a medical committee comprised of physicians and specialists to 
represent a cross-section of the community. The committee includes Dr. Enrique Martinez 
from Laredo Medical Center, Dr. Luis Benavides, Dr. Fernando Sanchez, Dr. Victor 
Treviño, Dr. Maurice Click, and Dr. Melissa Jacaman from Gateway. This committee will 
soon release a press statement regarding the observations that they have made in the 
community and precautions to the public and hospitals. The committee is also reviewing 
the City and County’s PPE supply and preparedness in case the virus becomes more 
widespread.  
 
Mr. Eads stated that officials are working with police officers on the matter of people 
congregating against the directives in the order. While it is not ideal, he noted that 
enforcement will have to be the next logical step in order to ensure that the community is 
following directives. A curfew or a shelter-in-place order may be forthcoming, but it will be 
data-driven and the result of thorough discussion among officials.  
 
Steve Landin, Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, confirmed that some 
screening and testing is being done at the bridges, but this is being performed by Customs 
and Border Protection, not City or County staff. He read a public inquiry about whether 
any citations have already been issued. Claudio Treviño, Police Chief, noted that to-date, 
police officers have mostly been issuing warnings and trying to break up groups of people 
in stores or in public spaces. To-date, one citation has been issued. If members of the 
public have complaints or concerns about others not complying with the order, they can 
call 956-795-2800, which is the police non-emergency line.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez noted that Bethany House is a shelter with 25 families currently living there. 
Officials want them to stay there but to practice hygiene and distancing as best as they 
can. Bethany House also has a kitchen to feed others; City officials are encouraging them 
to treat the kitchen operations to takeout or to-go; anybody picking up food from the 
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shelter should not stay and eat the food there but instead take it elsewhere in a spacious 
place where they are not in close contact with others.  
 
Judge Tijerina responded to an inquiry regarding price gouging; some citizens have sent 
in pictures of receipts that they believe depict price gouging. He noted that his office has 
forwarded those pictures to Police for investigation, but he clarified that most of these 
receipts are for “mom and pop” stores which typically have higher grocery prices due to 
their distributors marking up their inventory and them having to increase their own prices 
as a result. These small business owners are struggling to remain in operation at this 
time. Chief Treviño agreed that convenience stores and small business groceries often 
have slightly higher prices than big box grocery stores. He encouraged people to not post 
pictures online in an attempt to “bash” the business owners but to instead report these 
instances to Police for investigation and remedy. To-date, there have been no price 
gouging reports filed by Police and no calls incoming to the call center.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez stated that yesterday, staff met with the Mayor’s Blue Ribbon Committee 
for People with Disabilities and with vocational rehab specialists. They received contacts 
for interpreters and are reaching out with those individuals to have interpreters available 
for message and news dissemination.  


