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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

MARCH 26, 2020 
 

Steve Landin, Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, reported that new 
COVID-19 results have been finalized as well as other measures to implement. 
 
Dr. Hector Gonzalez, Health Director, reported that the City of Laredo now has 14 
confirmed positive COVID-19 cases to-date. All patients are doing well; three are 
hospitalized in Laredo or San Antonio. Everyone is stable; there are no critical conditions 
at this time. The first three COVID-19 confirmed individuals have been released from their 
quarantine as of today and continue to do well. Of the 14 confirmed cases, six are 
clustered cases around one another and transmitted through close intimate contact; this 
means that there is not a massive widespread infection of the virus. This is primarily 
because of the directives given by the City for social distancing, prohibiting large events 
and gatherings of groups of people, and encouraging the public to stay home and consult 
with their doctors through telemedicine or other means. The medical committee 
comprised of a cross-section of doctors in the community advised City officials to be 
stricter in their directives, which will be addressed shortly. Dr. Gonzalez noted that there 
are a lot of community members with high anxiety about the COVID-19 situation but 
reminded the public that though the City is on alert, there is no need to panic.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz reminded the public that he has based his decisions upon the opinions 
of the medical committee advising the City. Yesterday, he met with management and the 
committee, noting a general consensus that the City needed to implement tighter 
restrictions as the medical community is not seeing enough people complying with the 
procedures in place. These physicians also see the ability of the virus to grow, as it has 
done in other communities. Based on those concerns, he voiced his opinion that the City 
needs to change direction at this time to a shelter-in-place protocol, which has been 
widely adopted throughout Texas. The shelter-in-place protocol has a curfew component 
to it, though there are exceptions and allowances as in the previous order. Certain new 
businesses may now be added to the category of prohibited business operations. Law 
enforcement has advised that the City provide more definition to public gatherings to 
address the issue of crowding in grocery stores.  
 
Dr. Victor Treviño explained that the City is considering shelter-in-place with a curfew 
because the COVID-19 virus does not wait for an organization to get prepared. Measures 
must be put in place to prevent hospitals from becoming overrun as is happening in other 
parts of the state. The main priority in the face of this virus is the prevention of loss of life 
in the community; in other cities, some victims have died merely days after being 
diagnosed. If the City is able to do something to prevent this, they are prepared to take 
these measures.  
 
Chief Landin voiced his full support of these proposed measures as they are necessary 
in order to flatten the curve. Robert Eads, City Manager, explained that this change will 
take place at midnight on Friday, March 27, 2020. Despite the tightening of restrictions, 



2 
 

the allowance to leave one’s home for the necessities of life such as food, shelter, and 
medical needs will continue; there is no need to stock up at the store today since grocery 
stores, gas stations, medical offices, hardware stores, and other similar businesses are 
exempt from these changes. He reminded the public not to panic or “stock up” because 
those services and goods will still be available. He noted that officials are receiving reports 
of outdoor barbeques and carne asadas still occurring in which more than 10 people are 
gathering at a time. This type of behavior needs to stop.  
 
Tano Tijerina, Webb County Judge, stated that he and Mayor Saenz have been working 
closely together and come to the decision to implement a shelter-in-place procedure for 
Laredo and Webb County. He explained that they have been paying close attention to the 
advice and observations of local physicians and medical professionals, which have 
proven that a shelter-in-place is the appropriate next step. He asked the public to respect 
the order as it has been in effect and enforced for several days but is not being taken 
seriously by some community members. The order will remain unchanged in many ways 
but will now be much more enforceable. He thanked authorities for their hard work as well 
as the media for sharing the responsibility of informing and uniting the public to adhere to 
the directive from officials to fight the spread of infection.  
 
Mr. Eads reported that the curfew will go into effect, essentially, at 12:01 a.m. Saturday 
morning, March 28. This will provide time for individuals and businesses to make any 
appropriate adjustments and preparations. He confirmed that restaurants will still be 
allowed to provide takeout and delivery services as they are necessities. Basic services 
like food, shelter, housing, hotels, and other services will continue on a daily basis. The 
curfew will be from 10:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m. While each community with a shelter-in-place 
order is unique, there are some basic similarities. Laredo’s procedure is similar to that in 
Bexar County and Galveston.  
 
Claudio Treviño, Police Chief, confirmed that once law enforcement receives the directive 
from the order, they will stop and cite people who are out after curfew. Mr. Eads clarified 
that trips for necessities as previously described would be exceptions to the curfew; the 
curfew will have some allowable exceptions.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez responded to a public inquiry as to whether the COVID-19 patients who are 
being released from quarantine today will be retested, noting that the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) guidelines only require that the individuals be without 
symptoms for at least 72 hours before being released from quarantine. Retesting is not 
necessary. These individuals will receive letters from the Health Department regarding 
their release; he confirmed that they are all recovered. He reiterated that of the 14 positive 
cases in the community, six were spread through close intimate contact. Stricter 
measures are not because the virus is rampant but because Laredo and Webb County 
want to take as many precautions to eliminate the virus as quickly as possible.  
 
Mr. Eads clarified that the shelter-in-place is not a lockdown; the City and County are not 
instituting marshal law. He asked the media and staff to be very careful about their 
wording of this message so as to reduce anxiety in the community. Mayor Saenz agreed 
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and encouraged the public to take the directives from City and County officials seriously 
in order to reduce the spread of the virus locally.  
 
Chief Landin confirmed that services like plumbing and construction can continue during 
shelter-in-place, asking employers and contractors to protect their employees by 
practicing social distancing and using personal protective equipment (PPE) like masks; if 
masks are unavailable, bandanas may be utilized. Mayor Saenz added that trade such 
as international commerce will continue as well. Mr. Eads noted that businesses that 
supply essential services or utilities will continue to operate.  
 


