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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

MARCH 30, 2020 
 

 
Dr. Hector Gonzalez, Health Director, reported that the community had its first COVID-19 
fatality, sending his condolences to the victim’s family and commending the healthcare 
professionals at Laredo Medical Center. As of today, there are 35 positive cases of 
COVID-19; most of them contracted the virus from local transmission via family clusters. 
The City will soon publish a link with more information about the positive cases regarding 
sex, age, hospitalization, and geographical area by ZIP code only. He urged the media 
not to try to hunt down these individuals with the ZIP code because some of them have 
experienced shunning even though they are members of this community. They had an 
illness and many are already recovering.  
 
Steve Landin, Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, ready a media inquiry 
regarding the first COVID-19 death. Dr. Gonzalez noted that this victim started with mild 
symptoms that grew progressively worse between the seventh and tenth day, resulting in 
respiratory distress that required hospitalization. The medical staff performed their 
assessment and placed the medical in intensive care for about a week. He questioned 
what more information needs to be disclosed about this individual, reminding the media 
and public to be sensitive about the fact that a family lost their loved one. He reminded 
the public that persons with underlying health conditions are more prone to experiencing 
complications with COVID-19. The deceased had an underlying medical condition.  
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, reported that officials provided a dataset of general 
information regarding the COVID-19 patients; he reminded the media that patient 
information needs to be handled with sensitivity. Some media questions about these 
patients have no basis for being asked; he urged the media to refrain from asking 
questions to which the answers provide no value or benefit to the general public and 
confirmed that officials will not give any specifics about any particular patient. He reported 
that today is National Doctors Day and commended the physicians and doctors for their 
lifesaving work being done right now during this pandemic.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz shared his condolences to the family of the victim who passed away 
due to COVID-19; the situation is grave but the other positive COVID-19 patients seem 
to be recovering well with mild symptoms. He commended the medical community for 
their continued diligence throughout this situation. Tano Tijerina, Webb County Judge, 
echoed the same sentiments and sympathies. He reminded the public and the media that 
these patients are not lepers or outcasts of the community. The war is against the virus, 
not each other; the community should be supporting each other at a safe distance rather 
than turning on one another. He reiterated that the virus is worldwide, and a diagnosis 
does not change who a person is. As of today, there are no positive cases in the county 
jail. There was a suspect who went straight to the hospital and was never booked in the 
jail.  
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Dr. Gonzalez reminded the media that medical information on each specific person is 
confidential information protected by law; therefore, officials are not going to release that 
type of information. He confirmed that one of the positive patients is a pregnant woman, 
noting that she is doing well and has been consulted with a specialist and her 
obstetrician/gynecologist. Her condition presents new considerations that will need to be 
taken during her labor and delivery, such as isolation and utilizing additional personal 
protective equipment (PPE). Worldwide, babies born to COVID-19 positive women have 
been doing well, though some contracted the virus themselves. However, those infected 
newborns are also doing well at this time. He reported that yesterday, 11 people were 
hospitalized, one of which is the deceased. There are now 12 people hospitalized; three 
are in intensive care but are stable. He reiterated that there is not a positive case in the 
county jail. The rapid testing kits should have arrived last night but are en route. As soon 
as they arrive, officials will commence their testing and verification process before 
providing these tests to the public. He assured all that the Departments and staff are 
ready to begin, and the site is ready as well. Officials continue to work with binational 
partners from Nuevo Laredo to take the same preventative measures and exchanging 
information. He noted that Nuevo Laredo is releasing the same proclamation as Laredo 
and Webb County and giving the same directives to the public regarding preventative 
measures.  
 
Claudio Treviño, Police Chief, reported the police officers continue to enforce this order. 
Yesterday, Police had over 300 contacts regarding checks at parks and businesses as 
well as responses to complaint calls. Officers issued 46 citations in relation to the Mayoral 
order; four were at parks, one citation was issued at a local restaurant, and the other 41 
were issued to individuals participating in various gatherings and/or conducting non-
essential activities at different locations throughout the City. He asked the public to stay 
informed and keep social distancing procedures in place. Chief Treviño congratulated his 
officers for keeping the community safe and reminded them to keep themselves safe as 
well.  
 
Mr. Eads stated that City Council will meet tomorrow to consider an extension of the 
Mayoral order; staff will recommend an extension of at least another two weeks, which is 
in line with what is being considered by the President of the United States and the 
Governor of Texas. He reported that United ISD has extended its school closure until 
April 24, to his understanding.  


