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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

APRIL 1, 2020 
 

 
Steve Landin, Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, informed the media 
that yesterday, the Laredo City Council had a special-called City Council meeting which 
resulted in some new measures to be implemented. The drive-through rapid testing site 
is for people with prescriptions for testing from their healthcare provider. It will be available 
to the public after officials have tested the controls and validated the process.  
 
Dr. Hector Gonzalez, Health Director, explained that when any new testing procedure 
becomes available, officials must test the controls and quality assurance, which is where 
they are at this point. Everything is ready to go pending the quality control testing. He 
reported that the community had a third fatality due to COVID-19 complications, asking 
the media in joining officials in sharing their condolences to the family members and 
respecting their grieving process. This individual was an elderly female with underlying 
health conditions. To-date, the City and County have confirmed 52 positive cases of 
COVID-19 out of over 300 tested; today is the last day that he will report how many people 
have been tested and found to be negative as officials will focus on the positive cases 
moving forward. Six of the positive COVID-19 cases have recovered and completed their 
quarantine. Of the new positive cases, they are mostly women; nearly all of the total 
COVID-19 patients (between the ages of 17 and 89) contracted the virus through local 
transmission and are in clusters with family members or close contact with others. The 
City will post a bulletin for employers who have employees that test positive for the virus. 
He reminded the public that there is no reason to panic. 
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, reported that the City Council voted to extend the order for 
another 30 days, through April 30, 2020, which matches the Governor’s state order. They 
also established a state of emergency declaration, which triggers a few changes to the 
emergency operations plan. It is not changing any of the City’s services at this time. One 
notable change is the requirement for everyone to cover their mouth and nose when they 
leave their homes. There is no legal requirement for anybody to buy masks; any face 
covering for the nose and mouth is sufficient, like a scarf or bandana. He asked the public 
not to purchase or obtain n95 masks, as they are not required by Council and should be 
reserved for the medical community. Covering one’s nose and mouth is required when 
people are going into a building or enclosed space where other people are present or 
when social distancing is difficult to maintain. Council also canceled delinquent tax sales 
and auctions for the months of April and May, 2020. Any property listed for auction for the 
nonpayment of taxes will not be auctioned for the time being; officials will send out notices 
to that effect as soon as possible.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz shared his condolences to the recent victim of COVID-19; he noted 
that he has already received some feedback regarding Council’s directive to wear masks 
when out in public. Bankers have noted that someone entering the lobby with a mask on 
makes for an uncomfortable situation, so officials are trying to evaluate all possible 
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scenarios to determine if any exceptions have to be made. The Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) will soon adopt stricter guidelines that Council has already 
approved, though he conceded that the City Attorney can correct him if he misunderstood. 
To the comments that Council is infringing upon citizens’ rights, he asked the public to be 
patient and bear with the new regulations in order to protect public health in these 
unprecedented times.  
 
Tano Tijerina, Webb County Judge, shared his condolences as well to the family 
members of the recently deceased. He reminded the public that the number of positive 
cases and deaths will inevitably increase, but with the community working together, we 
will get through this.  
 
Claudio Treviño, Police Chief, reported that officers continue to contact businesses and 
parks while also responding to calls and complaints at their call center. Yesterday, the 
call center received 44 phone calls, and officers issued five citations (two to businesses 
and three to individuals). The updated order will be enforced by officers as well; all 
violations of the order will carry the same citation fee schedule, which is a maximum of 
$1,000, confinement in jail up to 180 days, or both. Officers still have discretion to issue 
their citation, and the Municipal Court Judge has discretion for administering the fine 
amount.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez explained that all of the drive-through rapid testing is FDA-approved but 
needs quality control/quality assurance testing before being made available for public 
use. The testing also has to take place in a dry, cool atmosphere, so officials can only 
validate these procedures if the weather permits. If it rains, then officials cannot hold the 
clinic. Chief Landin noted that Clear Choice is not available on this media briefing to 
answer any questions but can respond to questions if media partners reach out to them 
directly.  
 
Mr. Eads confirmed that these changes to the order go into effect at 12:01 a.m. Thursday, 
April 2, 2020. Officials are working as fast as possible to share correct information with 
media partners. Chief Treviño clarified that a group of officers seen along McPherson 
Roads; some questions arose that they were conducting a checkpoint throughout this 
road. He confirmed that there are no checkpoints at this time but will consult with the City 
Manager and City Attorney if there seems to be a need for any in the future. Those officers 
were simply giving information to motorists who stopped to ask them questions.  
 
Mr. Eads reminded the public to cover their nose and mouth if they use public 
transportation such as Transit/El Lift. This is a requirement. Chief Landin noted that 
officials are trying to encourage the public to send only one person to make grocery trips 
and not bring the entire family with them, especially children. He asked the media to help 
spread this message that only one person should be going on errands for essential goods 
or services. Dr. Gonzalez added that it is critically important that the public not panic but 
to expect increasing numbers of infection. The best method of prevention is distancing 
oneself from others.  
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Chief Landin clarified that the City and County purchased 2,500 rapid testing kits at a split 
cost, and Clear Choice matched their purchase with an additional 2,500 kits free of 
charge. This resulted in a total of 5,000 tests for the City and County’s use. He confirmed 
that Nuevo Laredo experienced some gunfire earlier today but did not have specific 
details. As it happened on the other side of the river, it does not impact the community’s 
operations at this time.  


