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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

APRIL 2, 2020 
 
Dr. Hector Gonzalez, Health Director, shared his condolences with the family of a fourth 
COVID-19 fatality in Laredo, a 43-year-old male who had already been sick for more than 
a week. Dr. Gonzalez also thanked the medical team who worked so hard to treat this 
individual; he noted that a sixth person has recovered from the virus and was released 
from quarantine. The recovered patient was asymptomatic throughout her time from 
testing positive through her recovery and quarantine release. He asked the media to help 
officials put this information into perspective to reduce panic and anxiety among 
community members. If the city works together to send the right messages and practice 
the proper preventative measures, the community will persevere. He commended the 
medical professionals who have been keeping healthcare facilities running throughout 
this time. At this time, 63 people have been confirmed COVID-19 positive; 12 remain 
hospitalized, four have passed away, and seven have recovered and been released from 
quarantine. It is important for everyone to cover their nose and mouth when they are out 
in public and to distance themselves from others, especially if they are feeling sick. 
 
Steve Landin, Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, stated that the rapid 
testing kits are being quality control tested at this time before they are implemented for 
public use. Dr. Gonzalez noted that staff are not satisfied with the control testing at this 
time, so they are testing different lots. Severe weather is expected this weekend, and 
testing cannot take place during inclement weather conditions. This may further delay the 
public use of rapid testing. Chief Landin noted that officials had a weather briefing earlier 
today, and there is a possibility of straight-line winds at 60 mph, which could affect 
officials’ communications and destroy the cloth tents. He confirmed that there has been 
mobile testing available since day one of this situation at the Health Department and 
outside of the Laredo Medical Center. The tents were put up to move higher volumes of 
people through the testing process. Testing will continue by the Health Department and 
private labs at their locations despite the weather. There are always at least two 
contingency plans if the rapid testing drive-through testing site is not available.  
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, reported that the City published the guiding document for the 
emergency order yesterday, which provides in great details the requirements that the City 
is asking of the community. It is a descriptive 13-page documents that includes everything 
as directed by Council. There are additional requirements, such as covering one’s mouth 
and nose when one is leaving their home. The order was also extended until April 30, 
2020. The document also includes a reference guide for what is permissible and what is 
restricted at this point. He clarified that if someone is alone in their car, it is not mandatory 
to wear a mask or covering over their face. While this is not a guarantee that these masks 
will completely prevent the transmission of the virus, he noted that it is a helpful 
preventative measure. Mr. Eads emphasized that the requirement is not for a medical 
face mask; there is no need to buy a mask. People simply need to cover their nose and 
mouth with a covering like a bandana, scarf, or cloth while they are out in public. The 
curfew was also extended to all citizens, not just juveniles. It was meant to keep everyone 
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safe; there are exceptions for people who are providing an essential service. He reminded 
the media and the public that the community only has one chance to handle this situation 
correctly; people are getting sick, and some are dying. Therefore, drastic measures need 
to be implemented to prevent more phone calls reporting that somebody in the community 
has died of COVID-19.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz echoed the same sentiments as Mr. Eads, adding his condolences to 
the family of the fourth victim of COVID-19. The orders as directed by Council must be 
followed for the common good, whether the community agrees with them or not. He asked 
for the public’s continued patience and noted his understanding that some people are 
being burdened more than others during this time. However, this is a matter of life and 
death, and the entire city and county shares the responsibility for staying home and 
keeping themselves and others healthy.  
 
Tano Tijerina, Webb County Judge, urged the public to adhere to the order as 
governmental entities cannot do this alone. If the thought is that officials are making too 
many restrictions, that might in fact mean that the measures are appropriate to slow the 
spread of infection. He confirmed that the County may likely mirror the City’s new order, 
though it will be very difficult to enforce the curfew with three major corridors running 
through Webb County.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez noted that City officials have not been given a report on a second COVID-
19 case in Nuevo Laredo. To the question of whether an employer letter is required at all 
time, Mr. Eads noted that the letters or identification being requested is during curfew 
hours. Kristina L. Hale, City Attorney, confirmed that if an employer or employee needs a 
letter, they are posted online at the City’s website and can be downloaded for employees 
who are working during curfew hours.  
 
Claudio Treviño, Police Chief, confirmed that officers continue to show a police presence 
at parks and businesses; with the new order there is more information to share with 
business owners and patrons. The calls to headquarters tripled yesterday regarding the 
masks and curfew. There were no curfew violation citations issued last night, though 
enforcement is increasing during those hours. He asked everyone to stay inside during 
curfew hours unless they have to perform some essential business. He also reminded the 
community not to travel in groups but to instead send one person to perform these 
essential errands. Everybody who is having some contact with others is required to cover 
their nose and mouth, from patrons to employees. Five citations were issued to 
businesses in noncompliance to the order and one person visiting a park as well as two 
people at a social gathering at someone else’s home. Chief Treviño thanked the City 
Attorney and her staff for authoring the “cheat sheet” and employer letter. Officers 
stopping people outdoors during curfew hours are asking for identification to prove that 
the individual works at the location where they say they are going for work. If someone is 
going to or from work, there should be no fear about being stopped.  
 
Mr. Eads reminded the public that the more people who do not follow the order are putting 
the medical professionals and first responders in greater danger than they need to be. He 
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reiterated that if someone does not have a serious reason to be out of the house, to stay 
home, as lives are at stake. Mayor Saenz agreed, as did Judge Tijerina. Judge Tijerina 
noted that he has heard no reports for any COVID-19 positive patients in the county jail.  


