
1 
 

CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

APRIL 7, 2020 
 
[The video recording begins a few minutes after the start of the media briefing.] 
 
Dr. Hector Gonzalez, Health Director, reported that the new COVID-19 cases from last 
night and this morning, totaling 25, are in the 20-40 age group. These persons are not 
expected to get very sick or will have minor symptoms for the most part. They are being 
monitored along with the other positive cases at this time; the majority (80%) are women. 
He emphasized that 16 people have recovered from the virus to-date; 13 individuals are 
currently in the hospital, and all are stable though two are in intensive care. Dr. Gonzalez 
reported that at last night’s Council meeting, Dr. Victor Treviño issued additional 
recommendations, and staff are working with the City Attorney’s Office to educate the 
public and do as much as possible to prepare the community for different scenarios of 
potential outbreak based on the various projection models. At this time there are 125 
positive cases, which is still a small number to extrapolate projections for the city. He 
clarified that Laredo’s positive cases are a combination of the public and private sector 
testing; other counties are mostly from the public sector and do not give their full numbers. 
This is why Laredo seems to be skewed higher than surrounding counties. Council 
imposed stricter requirements for face coverings when outdoors; he reminded the public 
that they must dispose of personal protective equipment (PPE) appropriately rather than 
throwing them on the streets, in parking lots, or in their shopping carts. When buying 
produce at the grocery store, he advised the community to wash their hands when 
returning home before washing the produce and putting it away.  
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, noted that last night’s Council meeting was thoroughly-
discussed and included new recommendations and opinions from the health authority; 
Council provided new direction in a heightened sense of alertness, which he will 
implement with the assistance of the City Attorney’s Office and the Health Department. 
Support is needed by all partners to help urge the public to modify their traditional Easter 
celebrations in order to remain compliant with the stay-at-home order. Citizens are to stay 
at home with their own family or shelter unit and avoid traveling to other family members’ 
homes during this time. The Governor just announced the temporary closure of state 
parks; on March 21, 2020, Laredo and Webb County officials shut down its local state 
park in an abundance of caution, proving that this community is leading the proactive 
measures to keep the public safe.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz agreed that the past few weeks have been very difficult, but the 
directives from City and County officials have been validated by the similar actions taken 
by the rest of the state. He urged the public to follow the recommendations from health 
authorities and the orders from Council. Despite these restrictions, there is no reason for 
anyone to forgo their regular healthcare. He invited the community members who rely 
upon public transportation to continue to do so, as El Metro and El Lift are still available 
for commuters.  
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Tano Tijerina, Webb County Judge, reiterated the importance of following the order and 
staying home this Easter weekend. Officials are hosting the bleach drive today, and there 
are miles of lines expected to receive free bleach (up to five gallons). Every resident in 
Webb County can receive some bleach. The shelf life of this bleach is about two weeks 
for the potency required to kill the virus.  
 
Steve Landin, Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, advised the public 
and media that the City is still administering a 24/7 COVID-19 hotline call center for any 
questions or concerns related to the virus at 956-795-4954. The stay-at-home order is for 
the safety of the community; when a person is going to the grocery store or an essential 
errand, it is important not to bring children and to go separately so that fewer people are 
exposed to potential transmission. When individuals are wearing gloves or face covers, 
he reminded them to expose of those items properly and not to leave them in shopping 
carts or litter them. Littering PPE exposes other people unnecessarily to the virus.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez noted that the report by ProRepublica stating that Laredo could be the next 
hotspot for COVID-19 due to a lack of testing is incorrect because Laredo has small 
numbers of positive cases and has purchased 1,000 testing kits along with a new PCR 
machine for the Health Department; the Department is preparing to test its controls and 
then increase testing for the public. 
 
Claudio Treviño, Police Chief, reported that the Department received almost 50 calls over 
the last 24 hours regarding questions or complaints for the order. Over 150 parks and 
150 businesses were checked yesterday, and 29 citations were issued yesterday. Those 
citations involved two adult curfew violations, 12 individuals not covering their mouth and 
nose when outdoors, three non-essential travel violations, nine prohibited activities (being 
at closed parks), two non-essential businesses that were operating, and one citation that 
is pending information. He encouraged the public to call if they have a question or a 
concern regarding prohibited activity. Chief Treviño reported the Police Department’s first 
confirmed case of COVID-19 of an officer. The Department implemented internal 
guidelines as advised by the health authority and quarantined the officer once he 
displayed symptoms of the virus; he tested positive but was assigned to the Support 
Division and had minimal contact with the public and a small group of coworkers. No other 
employee is experiencing symptoms but continue to monitor themselves and 
communicating with supervisors.  
 
Chief Landin reminded media partners that directives and orders to the public, as well as 
enforcement of these regulations, have not changed until they are released in writing by 
the City with the Mayor’s and County Judge’s signatures. Law enforcement will respond 
accordingly with enforcement. He noted that the Mayor has the authority to sign off on 
additional restrictions from his office, as does the County Judge.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez confirmed that the 1,000 testing kits have arrived; one component is missing 
which will arrive next week so that staff can begin validation testing. Mayor Saenz added 
that this is an ongoing situation that nobody expected but are taking the lead to minimize 
and protect the health and safety of all citizens. Council had an extensive meeting and 
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discussed varied measures, prioritizing the main concern is the basic needs of residents. 
However, Council and staff voiced serious concerns for those individuals and business 
owners who have suffered economically as a result of this pandemic and discussed at 
length solutions and assistance through state and federal programs. He asked for the 
public’s continued patience as the community pulls through this situation together.  
 
Chief Landin noted that officials are always looking at the long-term effects and 
applications of potential actions. There are less than 15 people hospitalized, so the 
healthcare community has plenty of ventilators at this point. However, officials are 
coordinating with others to secure more ventilators if the need arises.  


