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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

APRIL 8, 2020 
 
Steve Landin, Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, thanked media 
partners for their constant communication with officials to help inform the community with 
clear and correct information. While the restrictions and provisions may seem very 
limiting, the community has the opportunity to limit the spread of the COVID-19 virus. He 
urged the public to continue to abide by the orders in place as well as the 
recommendations from medical authorities.  
 
Dr. Hector Gonzalez, Health Director, reported that the new confirmed COVID-19 cases 
range in age from three months (who was already being monitored because their parent 
tested positive previously) to 80 years old. Because the city’s primary mode of 
transmission is local, close contact, officials made tighter restrictions in light of too many 
community members refusing to adhere to social distancing measures. One of the tighter 
measures is requiring everyone to cover their face when they are outside of their home. 
Another mandate is that only one member of the household go to out when shopping 
unless necessary. These drastic actions are because the community is in a pandemic, 
and these measures are required to protect the vulnerable populations as well as the 
healthcare professionals who must be ready to treat patients.  
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, explained that the new order was signed by Mayor Pete 
Saenz with new restrictions; management is following the guidance of the Health Director 
and health authority on these matters, though they may seem to the public excessive. 
However, the need to be extremely careful, especially in these next couple of weeks, is 
crucial as behavior during these few weeks will determine when the community can 
recover from the pandemic. These new measures were enacted in an abundance of 
caution considering the severity of the situation. He conceded that everybody’s lives will 
change during this time but reiterated the importance of modifying our behaviors to slow 
or prevent the spread of infection. He voiced his intention to shut down City Hall because 
the current situation merits such action. The apex of this curve, which is where the 
community finds itself, is when these actions need to be taken so that the public can 
recover as quickly as possible. He voiced his support of the Mayor and Council’s 
decisions as well as the public health of Laredo and Webb County.  
  
Mayor Pete Saenz reminded the public and media that medical authorities, as experts on 
the matter, have been driving Council’s decisions for COVID-19 prevention and reduction. 
He urged the public to wear a mask when they leave their home and recommended that 
they wear a mask in their car or residence as an extra, voluntary precaution. This is truly 
a sacrifice for everyone but is necessary for the common good.  
 
Tano Tijerina, Webb County Judge, stated that the County held its bleach/disinfectant 
drive yesterday, which is ongoing. The final few gallons are being given away at the 
fairgrounds. It was held without any problems and will likely be continued. About 3,600 
people went to the distribution sites. HEB donated $25,000 to match the County’s $25,000 
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donation to the local Meals on Wheels program in order to help them continue providing 
meals to local families, particularly populations most vulnerable to COVID-19.  
 
Chief Landin recognized local school districts and campuses for utilizing their 3D printers 
in conjunction with TAMIU to create face shields for hospital personnel use. The printers 
will be used to create additional personal protective equipment (PPE) for hospitals and 
clinics. He noted that there will be no exemptions issued for the order.  
 
Kristina L. Hale, City Attorney, explained that the order was changed to include 
recommendations to and by Council such as leaving children at home rather than taking 
them to grocery stores or on essential errands unless absolutely necessary if the 
household has no other childcare options available. The order also mandates that any 
distributors or retailers sell their PPE to healthcare professionals and hospitals on priority 
before selling to the public. Also, the order now requires the use of face masks or 
coverings by everyone aged two years and older at all times outdoors except for when in 
one’s residence or in one’s personal vehicle or when alone in an enclosed space. Face 
masks are required when exercising outdoors. She clarified that there are some 
exclusions such as someone with difficulty breathing, a health condition that prevents the 
use of a mask, if the individual is unable to remove the mask themselves, or in an 
emergency situation in which they are unconscious or incapacitated. The changes to the 
order go into effect immediately today. Children under two years of age are not required 
to wear masks. If someone is in their enclosed backyard, they are not required to wear a 
mask or covering.  
 
Joe Baeza of the Laredo Police Department reported that the Department issued 19 
citations yesterday; eight were for face covering violations, four were for prohibited 
activities such as making use of a closed park. Five citations were issued to non-essential 
businesses in operation, and two citations are pending clarification for COVID-19 related 
offenses. Officers visited 130 parks and investigated three cases of price gouging; 421 
total COVID-19 responses were performed including phone calls, visits, and citations. 
The Department is preparing for the Easter weekend in anticipation of order violations 
and increased enforcement efforts. He urged the public to adhere to the order and not 
invite people to their home for Easter celebrations. Social distancing is still required and 
necessary at this time.  


