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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

APRIL 9, 2020 
 
Steve Landin, Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, wished the public 
and media partners a happy Easter weekend and reported that there will not be a media 
briefing on April 10 (Good Friday) or April 12 (Easter Sunday), 2020. Officials will still be 
available and assured the media that they will alert the public of any emergency.  
 
Dr. Hector Gonzalez, Health Director, clarified that the Health Department gave the 
results of 20 new COVID-19 cases but that media partners are reporting these cases as 
being confirmed in the last 24 hours, which is not true. Results take between 24 hours 
and 10 days to report. These 20 cases are from a period of time longer than 24 hours. 
The City adds positive cases to the total count every day because officials are testing 
more and are testing people who either display symptoms or have had contact with other 
positive persons. He reminded the public that there are other illnesses spreading at this 
time, and healthcare professionals are advised to treat their patients with what they have 
rather than simply COVID-19. A death last week was suspected to be COVID-19 related 
but was actually diabetic acidosis. He urged the public not to panic and assured them that 
the community is building immunity while health professionals work on a vaccine.  
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, thanked the community members who have joined the effort 
to cover their faces when outdoors and practicing other order measures while also 
encouraging others to do the same. He had no new information on the investigation into 
the Clear Choice rapid test kits; that is a police matter and management will work with 
whatever results become available from that investigation.  
  
Mayor Pete Saenz noted that every day has presented a new challenge, but officials and 
the community are rising to the challenge. He thanked media partners for helping spread 
a unified official message as well as enforcement agents; these efforts have resonated 
throughout the community. He encouraged the public to hold onto hope that things will 
get better, as they surely will.  
 
Tano Tijerina, Webb County Judge, also wished the community a happy Easter, asking 
everybody to continue to comply with the order during this holiday weekend.  
 
Joe Baeza of the Police Department reported that the Department checked 151 parks 
yesterday, issued one report of price gouging, and issued 25 citations (21 for no face 
mask or covering while out of the house, two for non-essential businesses in operation, 
one for prohibited activities, and one for failure to maintain a social distance of six feet or 
more.) The Department received 105 complaints and 88 inquiries related to COVID-19; 
265 businesses were checked yesterday for compliance to the order. Food handling 
employees were all found to be wearing their face coverings as required. Given the 
traditional means of celebrating Easter in the community, Investigator Baeza reminded 
the public that the Police Department will have larger police presence on the streets on 
Easter Sunday. Residents can have cookouts but only with members of their own 
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households; nobody should be inviting guests or other family members over to their 
homes. If officers see multiple cars outside of a house, they will begin investigating. He 
discouraged the public from taking the risk and to instead celebrate Easter with their own 
households.  
 
Chief Landin informed the media that they will receive an advisory from Public Information 
Officer Rafael Benavides stating that he is readily available to the media throughout the 
holiday weekend, especially the two days in which the media briefings have been 
suspended. He noted that a report from Dr. Gonzalez on the COVID-19 positive children 
and infant which noted that they are home and recovering well from the virus.  
 
Mr. Eads addressed rumors as noted by the Airport Director that people are being asked 
to shine lights into the sky at 10:00 p.m. to show support for the City; he discouraged the 
public from actually doing this as it is illegal and dangerous to do so for pilots of any 
overpassing aircrafts. He asked people to refrain from this activity, especially with laser 
lights. He stated that officials are working with Customs and Border Protection at the 
bridge with a tear sheet in English and Spanish informing crossers of the local 
requirements; the flyer explains the “do’s and don’t’s” for those entering the United States. 
Digital messaging signs on digital billboards also relay messages to northbound traffic.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez clarified that the infant is four months old, not three months. This has been 
corrected already. A one-year-old was also confirmed earlier today; both infants are 
stable and doing well. Officials are working with Zapata along with the Department of 
State Health Services to ensure that they have support and testing available. They have 
two private providers managing a majority of their testing; people from Zapata travel to 
Laredo and are being tested here as well. He confirmed that last week, a two-year-old 
was confirmed as positive for COVID-19, totaling three children/infant cases. The two-
year-old and four-month-old are both at home and well, but officials are still investigating 
the status of the one-year-old.  
 
To the question of whether individuals from out-of-town can come to Laredo to visit their 
parents or family members even if they are no longer residents of that household, Mr. 
Eads encouraged the public to protect their family members, especially the elderly, by 
adhering to social distance and reducing visits to only the absolutely necessary. The best 
practice is to assume that you are already positive for COVID-19 and to keep your 
distance from as many people as you can to protect them from the virus. He discouraged 
the public from putting their family members at a greater risk by potentially introducing 
them to the virus. Chief Landin agreed, both noting that they are reaching out to their 
family members via phone calls and virtual video chatting rather than in-person visits. Mr. 
Eads emphasized that the way we can express our love to our family members at this 
time is by staying away and preventing the spread of infection. Dr. Gonzalez reiterated 
this message from a healthcare perspective. 
 
Chief Landin noted that the City Attorney confirmed that it is only legal for an individual to 
visit parents or someone outside of their household for the sole purpose of providing 
supplies or medical care at this time.  


