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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

APRIL 13, 2020 
 
Dr. Hector Gonzalez, Health Director, noted that despite what has been reported, the 
most positive cases in a single day in Laredo to-date has been 11 cases, not 20. Some 
preliminary modeling based on the community’s limited data shows that COVID-19 cases 
in Laredo and Webb County will start plateauing in the next week or two. More information 
will become available in the days ahead. He reported that 47 local COVID-19 patients 
have recovered from the virus but two individuals passed away over the weekend. He 
shared his condolences to the family members of the deceased. Officials are working to 
treat the sick patients at this time to ensure their recovery and explore treatments to 
prevent any additional fatalities.  
 
Steve Landin, Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, reported that there 
are currently 206 positive cases ranging in age from three years to 63 years; 47 
individuals have recovered while 24 have been hospitalized. A total of eight people have 
passed away from virus complications to-date, all with underlying health conditions. Dr. 
Gonzalez added that over 12 of the positive cases are hospital and healthcare workers, 
none of which are hospitalized. Five patients are in intensive care.  
 
Claudio Treviño, Police Chief, reported an increase in enforcement over the Easter 
weekend; yesterday, officers performed over 700 contacts from people calling to the 
center complaining (110 calls) or with inquiries (28 calls). Officers issued 41 citations, 
most of which were for people not covering their nose and mouth as directed by the order, 
along with various other violations like non-essential businesses in operation or travel. 
Over the whole weekend, there were 3,000 contacts with the Police Department with 221 
total citations issued. Law enforcement from Webb County was also present and 
supportive of the order during holiday celebrations. He voiced his appreciation for the 
residents calling in to report order violations and noted his opinion that even though there 
were violations of the order, most community members successfully followed the 
regulations.  
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, stated that, effective Tuesday, April 14, 2020, City Hall will 
not receive any customers. Instead, staff will ask residents and citizens to stay home and 
pay any taxes or water bills using the City Hall Annex drive-through if they are paying with 
cash; credit card payments can be made online from home. There are too many people 
coming to City Hall at this point, and management needs to lessen the amount of contact. 
As the Governor extends his orders, staff will advise Council as necessary. The next 
regular City Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, April, 20, 2020; it will be telecast. 
If there are any changes that need to be made, staff will make that recommendation at 
that time or earlier if needed. The order is currently in place until April 30, 2020.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz expressed his condolences to the loved ones of the recently 
deceased. To the questions of when these regulations can be loosened, he noted that 
officials cannot be sure at this time, especially since these regulations are keeping the 
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community safe and preventing a worse transmission rate. Timelines are dependent upon 
the medical community, and he noted that he will not change his pattern of decision-
making unless the guidance from the medical authority changes.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez noted that many cities are looking at when their community is expected to 
plateau and what that might mean regarding reintegration. The recommendation from 
officials is not to start reintegrating within the next two weeks, but the medical community 
is analyzing and discussing the situation. He urged officials and the public to continue 
sheltering in place. If the regulations get loosened, they may first revert back to the 
previous order. The community will not immediately go back to pre-COVID-19 activities 
all at once. He voiced his hope that an antiviral will become available soon, but it is not 
accessible at this point, nor is a vaccine. He explained that the 20- to 30-year-old group 
seems to be the fastest-growing group that is contracting the virus, but they are also the 
fastest to recover and suffer only mild symptoms. This age group should not worry but 
should practice social distancing and comply with the order. At this time, no rapid test on 
the market has the validity that local officials are comfortable with for public use. The State 
of Texas got 30 machines with rapid confirmatory testing capabilities; Health Department 
staff are waiting to be trained on this equipment so that they may begin testing the 
community more quickly and with reliable results. He clarified that the 1,000 tests for the 
City’s PCR testing machine are complete and pending staff’s validation testing, which will 
take about 15 days. Staff is working with other labs and are still planning a public drive-
through but need to ensure enough testing kits and swabs to collect samples.  
 
To the question regarding previously-positive persons contracting the virus again, Dr. 
Gonzalez noted that the local individuals who are recovered and out of quarantine are 
given approval from the Health Department and allowed to return to normal lives within 
the confines of the emergency order. There is not sufficient data or information regarding 
retransmission of the virus, but it is being studies. Officials hope to test these individuals 
for their levels of antibodies, but they are not given any different guidelines than the rest 
of the community when they recover from COVID-19. He reported that Nuevo Laredo has 
eight positive cases and two fatalities as a result of the virus. 
 
Tano Tijerina, Webb County Judge, shared his condolences for the recently deceased. 
He noted that the Commissioner’s Court will hold a virtual meeting tomorrow and 
reminded the public that the way we entered this situation is the way we will leave it. 
Things cannot go back to normal.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez stated that data shows that this respiratory virus does not grow in extreme 
hot weather, though this condition has not yet been seen. The local numbers are still too 
small to know if declining positive cases are a result of built-up immunity.  
 
Chief Landin informed media partners that Public Information Officer Rafael Benavides 
will implement additional communications and meetings between core officials and the 
media; models are being examined for a determination of the best message delivery 
system. He confirmed that he would provide updates shortly. Dr. Gonzalez added that 
core staff and officials are meeting constantly with multiple groups, such as the medical 
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community, funeral homes, schools, nursing homes, and daycares because they each 
have a set of precautions that are being monitored to contain the spread of infection 
among the various susceptible groups.  
 
Chief Landin stated that Laredo went virtual before many larger cities like Austin and San 
Antonio for the protection of first responders, and it has been very effective. This is a time 
of sacrifice for everyone in the city; while there are different opinions among community 
members, these sacrifices are absolutely necessary to flatten the curve and prevent 
higher infection and fatality rates in Laredo and Webb County.  


