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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

APRIL 14, 2020 
 
Steve Landin, Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, clarified that when 
Dr. Hector Gonzalez previously confirmed 12 positive healthcare professional patients of 
COVID-19, he was referring specifically to hospital workers. When a physician states that 
there are 50 positive cases of healthcare professionals, that is a more comprehensive 
scope of people who work in the healthcare industry, not just hospitals. Officials such as 
himself and the City Manager always yield to the specialists in the field, in this case Dr. 
Gonzalez and Dr. Victor Treviño.  
 
Dr. Hector Gonzalez, Health Director, noted that the current data has been uploaded; 
there are now over 50 healthcare providers across all medical facilities who are positive 
for COVID-19. Some have already recovered from the virus and are returning back to 
work. He thanked healthcare professionals, including medical facility custodial staff for 
keeping these facilities sanitized for patients. In this public health emergency, officials are 
not going to release data or information that has not been analyzed and supported. He 
confirmed that staff will continue to monitor and take preventative testing and measures. 
The City of Austin only just mandated the use of masks, which Laredo enacted two weeks 
ago. One of Laredo’s clinics is getting FDA-approved for plasma use for alternative 
treatment, and Laredo Medical= Center has already been approved. He clarified that at 
this time, none of the 50-plus healthcare professionals positive for COVID-19 are 
hospitalized; several of them have already recovered. The data will likely change because 
it is a fluid situation. Officials will also release information that is factual. To the question 
of his credentials, Dr. Gonzalez noted that he has been the Health Director for 20 years 
at the City of Laredo and has also worked at the Department of State Health Services 
(formerly known as the Texas Department of Health) and the San Antonio Metro Health 
District as the Chief Epidemiologist, giving him a total of over 40 years in public health 
experience. The COVID-19 is a medical and public health emergency to which he is highly 
qualified to address. He has a Master of Public Health degree from the University of 
Houston School of Public; by statute, the City needs a licensed physician to serve as the 
ultimate health authority for the municipality, which is why Dr. Treviño serves that role. 
He noted that his responsibility is to serve the public health prevention and 
wellness/disease control efforts. The health authority supports any and all issues on 
medical acute care. Dr. Gonzalez does not see patients; Dr. Treviño does. At the San 
Antonio Metro Health District, he managed a measles outbreak; he has also managed 
H1N1 outbreaks and the threat of Ebola since working for the City of Laredo.  
 
Chief Landin addressed a comment regarding the disparity of reported healthcare 
professionals and the number of new cases reported by the City. Dr. Gonzalez explained 
that the 50 healthcare professionals were already included in previous reports and in the 
database. Chief Landin confirmed that the drive-through clinic will be at the Park and Ride 
at Hillside on Thursday, April 16, 2020, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Testing will only be 
for people who have a prescription from a physician. Persons without a prescription can 
call 956-795-4932 for screening.  



2 
 

 
Dr. Gonzalez explained that due to the limited supplies, testing is reserved for people who 
are ill and have a prescription from their doctor. The private sector is also testing. He 
reminded the public that the City purchased a testing machine and will soon perform 
validation testing in order to increase their testing capacity; Dr. Gonzalez emphasized 
that testing is not stopping the spread of infection. Preventative measures slow virus 
transmission and should be continued until otherwise advised. He explained that the 
drive-through testing to be performed on Thursday will be PCR confirmatory testing and 
will take up to three days for results to become available; the City will not use rapid tests, 
which are only presumptive.  
 
Joe Baeza of the Police Department reported that 165 parks were checked yesterday 
along with one price gouging investigation; 23 citations were issued, 12 of which were for 
failure to cover one’s nose and mouth with a mask or covering. The rest were for 
prohibited activities in parks, non-essential travel, curfew violation, failure to practice 
social distancing, and underage children present when outdoors; four citations are still 
pending categorization of the violation. Officers received 38 complaint calls and 
performed 244 business checks. The Department received 39 inquiries for a total of 510 
contacts made. There are fewer questions coming in through social media platforms, and 
the Department is observing more compliance to the order. He voiced his appreciation to 
other law enforcement agencies who have supported and enforced the orders alongside 
the Police Department.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez and Mayor Pete Saenz added their thanks to law enforcement for helping 
keep the community safe during this time by enforcing the regulations in place. Mayor 
Saenz reminded the public and media partners that officials welcome more questions.  
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, noted that in trying to manage this pandemic crisis, the City 
of Laredo still has functions and issues. Bridge activity, sales tax revenues, and many 
other components are shifting the conversation to how the City is going to respond to this 
situation financially. The municipality cannot help the medical community if there is not 
any money to do so; management staff is seeing a sharp decline in revenue streams 
while City operations and emergency responses continue. He cautioned the community 
that Laredo is going to go through some very tough times in the weeks ahead, particularly 
related to the City’s budget. He reminded the public that we are all community members 
and provide a service to our neighbors regardless of our professions, and there will be 
light at the end of the tunnel eventually.  
 
Chief Landin noted that after emergency response comes recovery as a community. 
Officials are making their decisions based on data in the face of the emergency. Mayor 
Saenz reminded the public that revenues are severely reduced, which makes tax 
abatement programs very difficult to approve at this time; For every dollar of taxes paid, 
about half of that goes to the school districts; therefore, tax abatements may actually harm 
these entities.  


