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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

APRIL 17, 2020 
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, reported that he makes rounds 
at the hospitals every day for patient census and the dynamics of patient flow. The 
hospitals that treat COVID-19 positive patients will eventually have positive healthcare 
workers; this is not surprising to anybody and is part of the nature of the virus rather than 
a sign of any negligence. There are at least six physicians and over 60 nurses who have 
become positive with the virus. This will likely affect the facilities’ ability to take care of 
their patients; after consulting with his medical advisory board, it has been decided that 
healthcare personnel who previously tested positive for COVID-19 are not returning to 
work after they recover. This is now a Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
guideline after finding that healthcare personnel can still test positive for the virus two 
weeks after recovery when they are considered clinically well. Officials are learning that 
these individuals can be immunoglobulin-tested to see if they are developing antibodies. 
However, these tests do not reflect how much immunity the individual has; the hospital is 
not returning any employees who still test positive back to work for the time being. Data 
is beginning to show that people are still testing positive about 30 days after they initially 
were tested, long after they recovered and stopped experiencing symptoms. The Texas 
Department of Health and the medical advisory group are assisting the City and County 
for guidance moving forward for any appropriate regulations and orders that are needed. 
There are still many unknown factors at hand; as officials learn more they will inform the 
media and public as appropriate.  
 
Steve Landin, Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, reported that to-date, 
1,444 people have been tested with 253 positive cases in total. 83 people have recovered 
from COVID-19 while 25 people are hospitalized at this time. The fatality rate remains at 
11 individuals. He reminded the public that drive-through testing is ongoing by 
appointment only; appointments can be made by calling the Health Department COVID-
19 hotline (956-795-4932) after they have consulted with and received a prescription from 
their primary care physician. If an individual is unable to obtain a prescription or does not 
have a primary care physician, they can call the hotline to be screened and deemed 
eligible for a testing appointment. Yesterday, 47 tests were administered, and over 40 
were planned for today, as well.  
 
Dr. Treviño noted that the recovery of minors is much faster than with older patients; the 
reason is unconfirmed. Younger groups also have much milder symptoms than older 
groups, generally.  
 
Joe Baeza of the Police Department reported that officers checked 68 parks, 93 
businesses, and perform one price gouging investigation; 25 citations were issued (12 for 
no face/nose/mouth covering, four for non-essential travel, seven for prohibited activities 
at parks, one for operation of a non-essential business, and one pending categorization). 
The Department received 66 total calls, most of which were questions about the use of 
masks. In total, the Police experienced 253 contacts specific to COVID-19. 



2 
 

 
Mayor Pete Saenz clarified that the percentage of positives is calculated by subtracting 
the pending test results from the total number of tests performed and then dividing the 
number of positives by that number, then multiplying by 100 to see the percentage of 
positive results. Today’s data provides a positive rate of 26%; although these numbers 
are not scientifically certain, they show a trend in the community.  
 
Tano Tijerina, Webb County Judge, encouraged the community to continue complying 
with the orders and utilizing face coverings when outdoors as the best way to prevent the 
spread of the virus.  
 
Dr. Hector Gonzalez, Health Director, explained that a team from the Texas Department 
of State Health Services that routinely performs infection control and epidemiology are 
working with the City’s infection control specialist to work with Laredo Medical Center on 
their protocols and procedures, which to-date have been appropriate.  
 
Chief Landin noted that the unusable test kits from Clear Choice are no longer a City 
matter since they left the City’s possession. It is now a federal matter, and he referred the 
media straight to those parties for more information. Dr. Gonzalez reiterated that the data 
shows that COVID-19 is transmitted person-to-person and not through mosquitos. Dr. 
Treviño agreed, noting that the virus has not been shown to thrive in the gut of a mosquito. 
The epidemiology team is focused on LMC because that is where the problem is 
occurring; however, they may proceed to Doctors Hospital in the future.  


