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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

APRIL 18, 2020 
 
Rafael Benavides, Public Information Officer, explained that weekend media briefings 
moving forward will be informatory and conducted by himself and other City and County 
public information officers. Technical medical and legal questions will be answered at a 
later time if they are not able to be answered over the weekend. He reported that as of 
noon today 1,539 people have been tested for COVID-19; 731 are negative, 267 are 
positive, and the remaining 541 are pending. Of the 267 positive cases, 85 have already 
recovered and 11 fatalities have occurred; 25 individuals are currently hospitalized. Mr. 
Benavides noted that social media commenters and media partners have been 
performing calculations based upon these numbers, but he reminded the public that the 
people being tested are those who already have symptoms or have been exposed to the 
virus through travel or through other positive persons. Therefore, the numbers are skewed 
positive because the individuals being tested have a higher probability of positive results; 
this explains why Laredo seems to have a higher positivity rate than other communities. 
On the City of Laredo Coronavirus webpage, the curve of positive cases per day can be 
found. The positive cases are also broken down by ZIP code on the webpage. He clarified 
that the reasons for positive case increases in the city may be that some residents do not 
have access to healthcare or may be asymptomatic and unknowingly transmitting the 
virus.  
 
Mr. Benavides reiterated that individuals who test positive for COVID-19 are isolated, and 
the Health Department follows up with them several times a day to control the spread of 
the disease. The Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) also has a similar 
map for the state of Texas to show the trends, fatalities, and positive cases by counties. 
Some demographics are also displayed; he clarified that it is difficult to get a state trend 
because not all counties are reporting the same data subsets. Yesterday, the Laredo 
Medical Center and City of Laredo issued a joint statement. Epidemiologists from the 
Texas Department of State Health Services was at LMC to observe some of the practices 
being performed there due to the amount of healthcare workers infected with the virus. 
Mr. Benavides reminded the public that healthcare workers becoming infected occurs in 
every community in every state of the country because of the highly infectious nature of 
the virus and transmission through close contact. He read from the joint statement: 
 
“The City of Laredo and Laredo Medical Center have been working in close collaboration 
throughout the pandemic regarding the healthcare community’s response to COVID-19. 
The City of Laredo Health Department, in consultation with Laredo Medical Center, 
determined that on-site review by the Texas Department of State Health Services would 
serve to augment the hospital’s ongoing infection control program. The purpose of the 
review, which was conducted on April 17, was a concerted effort between a team of 
epidemiologist at DSHS, the City Health Department, and LMC executive staff. The 
assessment validated the hospital’s effective program and, in addition, included 
recommendations on how to further implement safeguards for staff and patients regarding 
COVID-19. Furthermore, the City of Laredo emergency operational center has requested 
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additional training from healthcare workers from the Department of Emergency 
Management to assist Laredo in the event of future resurgent cases. Both the City of 
Laredo and Laredo Medical Center want to assure the public that all safety precautions 
continue to be followed, and we are all here to serve our community. We also encourage 
the public to observe all ordinances and guidelines put into effect by the City of Laredo.” 
 
Mr. Benavides noted that the Parks & Recreation Department have been cleaning and 
sanitizing all public plazas three times a week as of last week. Yesterday, they also 
cleaned El Metro.  
 
Joe Baeza of the Police Department reported that yesterday, 103 parks and 271 
businesses were checked with no price gouging reports; 55 citations were issued (32 for 
no mask or face covering, one for prohibited activity, one non-essential business in 
operation, 5 for non-essential travel, and 10 citations pending categorization). The 
Department receive 60 complaints and 46 inquiries via phone centers for a total of 535 
contacts and activities related to COVID-19. Officers will continue to enforce the 
ordinances and guidelines.  
 
Mr. Benavides confirmed that the Governor held a press conference yesterday and issued 
a plan to reopen state parks. However, officials are communicating with Lake Casa 
Blanca, and the park will not reopen due to the risk of infection in Laredo. Other state 
parks in other cities are choosing not to reopen, either. The Governor issued exemptions 
for some communities; Laredo is awaiting confirmation on their exemption status. Officials 
are still concerned of community members congregating. He referred the media to the 
Texas Department of Parks & Wildlife for their operations and statements. However, he 
emphasized that the health authority and officials have expressed concerns regarding 
congregating, so opening parks is ill-advised at this time. He reminded the public that 
while some residents feel like their rights are being violated, this is only a temporary 
inconvenience in order to keep the community safe. Wearing a mask or avoiding close 
contact with friends or loved ones might be a temporary inconvenience to one person but 
may be life-saving action to another. He noted that questions regarding hospitals’ 
potential restrictions on surgeries would be best left for the hospitals and medical authority 
to answer. The Emergency Management Coordinator, Chief Steve Landin, requested 
additional trained healthcare workers from the state to assist Laredo with operations in 
the event of a surge of cases to ensure that there are no interruptions of services.  


