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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

APRIL 19, 2020 
 
Rafael Benavides, Public Information Officer, reported that as of noon today, 1,539 
people have been tested for COVID-19; 938 are negative and 280 are positive. The 
remaining 321 are pending results. 85 people have recovered, and 11 fatalities have 
occurred. To-date, 23 people remain hospitalized. He clarified that the Parks & Recreation 
Department are cleaning all public plazas, not necessarily all parks. The plazas still have 
people congregating when waiting for mass transportation or walking. Parks, including 
the state park, remain closed.  
 
Manuel Diaz of the Police Department reported that the Department checked 72 parks 
and 152 businesses and performed one price gouging investigation. Officers responded 
to 47 complaint calls and 25 inquiries at the Department’s call center and a total of 305 
calls for service specific to COVID-19.  
 
Mr. Benavides confirmed that the drive-through testing clinic will continue tomorrow, April 
20, from 9;00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Hillside Park & Ride. Officials will only be testing 
individuals with a prescription from their physician or meet the qualifications for testing by 
the Health Department. Regardless of whether an individual has a prescription or needs 
to be screened, they must call the Health Department to schedule an appointment and 
answer questions. The hotline is 956-795-4932 for screening or appointments. The drive-
through testing clinic cannot accept people without appointments or walk-ins; the hotline 
must be called to facilitate an appointment. The drive-through testing clinic cannot operate 
in adverse weather conditions, so if there is too much moisture or rain, then it will have to 
be rescheduled. He reminded the community that if anybody feels sick with COVID-19 
symptoms to assume that they have the virus and not go out in public. Continue to follow 
all precautions as given by City and County officials. 
 
Mr. Benavides could not confirm data on the number of nursing home patients who have 
tested positive for COVID-19; he noted that he would request that information from the 
Health Department. Though he clarified that he is not speaking for the Texas Governor, 
he noted that the Governor’s press conference and executive order shows that he 
established a strike force composed of government and business leaders to build a plan 
for the state’s gradual reopening. The state will gradually loosen restrictions on surgery 
and diagnostic testing; the executive order requires nursing homes to have infection 
control policies and will limit movement of their employees. Additional executive orders 
are expected to be announced on April 27 and sometime in May for the next phases of 
this process. The executive order implies that all retail will be opened on a to-go basis. 
This information is available at the Texas Department of State Health Services website 
(dshs.tx.gov/coronavirus); this will allow businesses to operate by taking orders online or 
via phone and letting customers pick up those items outside without having to enter the 
establishment. Many state parks will reopen on Monday, but Lake Casa Blanca will not. 
He noted that schools, both public, private, and higher education, will be closed for the 
remainder of the school year. Teachers can return to the classrooms for distance learning, 
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to retrieve their belongings, or to clean or clear their classrooms. On April 25, the state 
strike force will reconvene and deliver a strategy moving forward. Governor Abbott stated 
that testing will roll out for all communities to gather data; social distancing will remain. 
Most of the testing will be facilitated through the private sector. New testing strategies 
and collection capabilities should be available at that time. Guidelines will be released for 
employees and employers returning to work. Governor Abbot made it very clear that 
employees should not be coerced into going back to work, and employers should be 
complying with health and safety practices in order to prevent the spread of the virus in 
the workplace. Stay-at-home policies stay in effect until the end of April. Additional 
exemptions were added but do not affect the stay-at-home order. As businesses reopen, 
there is always the possibility of a resurgence of positive COVID-19 cases, but with 
additional safety measures, officials hope to contain the spread.  
 
Officer Diaz clarified that the citations for COVID-19 violations vary from day to day, and 
the failures to cover noses and mouths are not specific to any particular activity like 
shopping or exercising. Mr. Benavides noted that while the community at large has been 
compliant with the mayoral orders, there are still some who are not doing their part, which 
puts the rest of the community in danger. He reminded the public that full compliance is 
required in order to help protect our neighbors and loved ones. At tomorrow’s Council 
meeting (April 20), the contract for the City’s health authority is scheduled to be discussed 
with possible action. The City of Laredo’s Coronavirus information webpage has a 
plethora of information posted as well as resources to external sources of data and 
information.  


