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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

APRIL 20, 2020 
 

Steve Landin, Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, commended the new 
weekend format for the media briefings as led by Rafael Benavides. Mr. Benavides, 
Public Information Officer, reported that as of noon today, 1,545 people have been tested 
for COVID-19 with 939 negative results and 281 positive cases; the rest are pending 
results. 85 people have already recovered from the virus, and 11 fatalities have occurred; 
23 individuals are still hospitalized. The Acting Secretary of the Texas Department of 
State Health Services (DSHS) announced that travel restrictions will be extended for 
border crossings for another 30 days (through May 20. Border crossings will only be 
allowed for essential needs such as what has been defined to-date by Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP). Mr. Benavides reminded the public and media that the drive-
through testing site is continuing its testing services, but people still have to call the Health 
Department’s hotline (956-795-4932) in order to schedule an appointment with a 
prescription or go through a screening procedure with Health Department staff.  
 
Joe Baeza of the Police Department reported that officers checked 104 parks and 195 
businesses yesterday with no price gouging investigations; 13 citations were issued (six 
for failure to use a mask, two for failure to maintain social distance, and five for curfew 
violations). The Department is steadfast in enforcing the ordinances for public health and 
safety. Police received 42 complaint calls and 22 inquiries at the call center for a total of 
376 COVID-19 responses at the Police Department. He reminded the public to continue 
complying with the orders for the good of the community. Investigator Baeza explained 
that the Department performed a parade of lights for the local healthcare community at 
both hospitals and the Laredo Health Department in appreciation of the healthcare 
professionals who have been under a great deal of stress and pressure over the last six 
weeks or so.  
 
To the question of why there was only one new case of COVID-19 confirmed over the last 
24 hours, Mr. Benavides estimated that the delay in receiving test results could have been 
a factor. Chief Landin explained that officials have been on conference calls all morning; 
the testing continues and results continue to come in. The City is seeing a lot of negatives 
coming in from those tests. The Fire Department sent about 30 employees to get tested, 
and only one received a positive result (bringing the Fire Department’s total number of 
COVID-19 positive personnel to three). Officials are not certain if the community has 
reached its peak or not since there are some spikes rather than a levelling off. However, 
he voiced his opinion that the measures put in place by Council, the Mayor, and the 
County have truly helped keep the number of positive cases lower than they could have 
been. As officials receive more information, they will be sure to share with the public and 
media. Chief Landin noted that City Council will meet this evening, but the City’s order 
expires at the end of the month. Mayor Saenz and Council can choose to extend the order 
if they determine that it is in the best interest of public health. Council relies heavily on the 
opinion of Dr. Victor Treviño as the medical authority for the City and Dr. Hector Gonzalez 
as the Health Director; he noted that they are not recommending any changes to the 



2 
 

actual ordinance unless they make additional determinations from the data that they are 
analyzing today. While the Governor reopened state parks, Lake Casa Blanca will remain 
closed because the Governor recognizes Laredo as a unique COVID-19 community.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz stated that the media’s questions presented today will be considered 
by Council this evening. He voiced his understanding from Dr. Treviño that the health 
authority wishes to conduct random testing to better determine whether the virus is 
present or rampant in the community. The results of random testing will inform further 
recommendations to Council as to how to proceed.  
 
Chief Landin could not confirm the number of nursing home residents who have been 
tested for COVID-19 or how many have tested positive. He asked for the media’s patience 
as officials gather this information. Officials spoke to an epidemiologist from New York 
this morning regarding modeling for projections. That discussion is ongoing, and other 
epidemiologists are studying the community’s data; there is a possibility that the City has 
already experienced its apex, but there are too many unknowns to draw this conclusion. 
Of all the positive cases of COVID-19 in Laredo, only 23 are hospitalized; 11 of those 23 
individuals are on ventilators. The majority of these positive cases are at home recovering 
well. The hospitals have seen the lowest patient count in seven years, which shows that 
fewer people are presenting themselves at emergency rooms for admission. This could 
be a good thing as it trains society what a true medical emergency is and what can be 
handled by a primary care physician rather than using emergency room resources.  
 
Teclo Garcia, Economic Development Director, noted that there is some federal and state 
aid for small businesses to pursue. The responsibility for local public servants is to first 
prioritize public health by flattening the curve of virus transmission. Until that is achieved, 
there cannot be major talk of reopening the local economy, according to health experts. 
While the City sympathizes with local businesses, it is premature to get too far ahead on 
how the City can provide assistance to them. The Paycheck Protection Program put out 
by the Small Business Administration has exhausted its funding. However, Congress is 
about to approve another $300 billion or more for small businesses. If small businesses 
have not already gone to a private lender for assistance in applying for that program, he 
strongly urged them to do so.  
 
Tano Tijerina, Webb County Judge, noted his understanding of Governor Abbott’s 
argument for his reopening of state parks but voiced his concern about returning to pre-
virus activities too soon and risking public health. The community has already lost 11 
members to this virus, and he cautioned the public that any life lost to COVID-19 is too 
many. He will attend a meeting regarding Lake Casa Blanca later this week and will share 
those discussions shortly. He asked officials not to rush any decisions and to continue 
protecting the citizens of Webb County.  
 
Chief Landin noted that the City has received all of the testing kits that were purchased 
and are currently utilizing them. There are various areas where testing is ongoing daily, 
not just with the City.  


