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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

APRIL 21, 2020 
 
Steve Landin, Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, reminded the media 
that the City held a City Council meeting yesterday. Changes to the order are not finalized 
or in effect until they are signed by the Mayor, which has not yet occurred since the City 
Attorney’s Office is still drafting the language and preparing the documents.  
 
Rafael Benavides, Public Information Officer, noted that links to the City Council meeting 
have been distributed and minutes should be available shortly.  
 
Dr. Hector Gonzalez, Health Director, reported that as of noon today, 1,667 people have 
been tested with 187 tests being conducted at the drive-through testing site. Of these 
specific 187 drive-through tests, 15 people tested positive for a total positive caseload of 
205 individuals. 88 positive individuals have already recovered; 1,063 of the tests came 
back negative. He clarified that these statistics are city-wide including the private sector, 
not just from the Health Department, as well as the number of tests that are available for 
testing. Testing is improving, as well, which will help the City determine infectivity; he 
cautioned the public that testing is not the only indicator of the virus’s behavior that 
officials are studying. A new test for antibodies is being researched for potential use. He 
confirmed that most of the 2,000 tests are PCR confirmatory tests; some are presumptive 
serology tests.  
 
Mr. Benavides reiterated that the changes to the emergency order will not go into effect 
until the document has been signed. Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of 
Laredo, explained that changes to the emergency ordinance include mask requirements 
in a new phase of mitigation of the virus’s spread. The changes to the ordinance will also 
provide the public with new ways to stay physically fit during their time sheltering in place. 
He urged officials and the public to continue enforcing non-congregating, social 
distancing, and covering one’s nose and mouth when around others as part of the new 
normal. With hotter months coming up, the virus’s behavior may change or diminish. He 
estimated that antibody tests may be available for City use in the near future, as well.  
 
Dr. Treviño stated that tests that were allocated to him at last night’s City Council meeting 
will be used to sample the community at-large for a determination of the infection rate on 
a larger scale, particularly among asymptomatic carriers. Mayor Pro-Tempore Alberto 
Torres suggested that border crossers also be tested voluntarily. Data available to-date 
shows that the curve may already be flattening, but more tests would provide health 
officials with the confidence needed to guide Council on the matter. He explained that 
officials are working on the methodology and logistics for random sampling.  
 
Joe Baeza of the Police Department reported that officers checked 70 parks and 173 
businesses with two price gouging investigations yesterday; 17 citations were issued (11 
for not wearing face masks, five for non-essential travel, and one pending categorization). 
Police received 32 complaint calls and 32 inquiries for a total of 326 COVID-19 related 
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contacts made. He asked the public for their continued patience, especially in light of the 
forthcoming changes to the emergency ordinance.  
 
Dr. Treviño noted that the testing at the ports of entry was initially targeted for pedestrian 
crossers, but Council expanded the testing pool; officials will have a more definitive 
answer once the logistics and methodology are finalized. This is a random sampling 
because there are not enough tests to sample the majority of the community. The testing 
is for the general population; officials have consulted with epidemiologists to help set the 
parameters of the testing for validation purposes.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez added that the statistical sample will be about 25% of the Health 
Department’s tests randomly disbursed across the City with a priority on first responders, 
Customs and Border Protection, and the general public. He confirmed that the drive-
through testing will continue with weather permitting; heat is becoming a factor for 
individuals presenting to the site in their personal protective equipment (PPE). By this 
afternoon, officials will inform the public if the testing will continue for the rest of the week. 
He noted that of the 88 recovered COVID-19 patients, a few had underlying health 
conditions, but the majority of those who recovered did not.  
 
Dr. Treviño explained that plasma has been used for many years as a treatment method 
with successful results; although plasma is not the primary treatment for COVID-19, it is 
a good tool on hand for treating these patients. The plasma must meet certain 
qualifications before being administered to another person and must contain antibodies 
in sufficient quantity to be effective in treatment. Based on epidemiologist guidance, 25% 
of the population will provide sufficient data to inform officials’ advice to the City and 
County. He noted that in an ideal world, he would test the entire population; however, this 
is not possible.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez urged the public and media to continue to adhere to the emergency orders 
because that has been the best practices to prevent the spread of this virus. He thanked 
the healthcare professionals who have been treating patients. He encouraged healthcare 
professionals and the media to continue pushing the message of being well through diet, 
activity, and counseling.  


