
1 
 

CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

APRIL 22, 2020 
 
Steve Landin, Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, reported that the call 
center was operating 24/7 out of the Fire Department Administration Center; a significant 
drop in calls to this center indicated that the public was well-informed of the emergency 
orders and directives through the Public Information Office, social media, and these 
media briefings. Due to that drop in calls, the call center will be reduced to an 8:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. schedule Monday through Friday until such a time that the hours need to be 
extended or reduced again; the phone number remains the same. The mobile drive-
through testing site was also moved to the Health Department as of this morning. The 
random sampling that has been approved by Council will be coordinated and 
administered through the Health Department.  
 
Dr. Hector Gonzalez, Health Director, reported that as of noon today, 302 people have 
tested positive, 88 of which have recovered. There was a recent fatality which has brought 
the COVID-19 mortality rate to 12 individuals; he shared his condolences to the 
deceased’s family members noting that this individual was in their 60s with underlying 
health conditions. The majority of COVID-19 positive persons in Laredo are young and 
recover quickly at home without complications. A scheme has been developed using the 
Community Assessment for Public Emergency Response (CASPER) model to 
extrapolate information for asymptomatic carriers.  
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, noted that there are still many 
components of this virus that are not fully understood by officials, so the emergency 
orders have been the best practices for the community (personal hygiene, social 
distancing, and covering one’s face around others). The measures put in place have been 
in the best interest of the citizens of Laredo and will help keep the community safe from 
rampant transmission. Officials have been using historical data and cases to better 
understand the situation locally; vaccines are being studied as well as immunoglobulin 
information. Until more tests or treatments are available, officials have to rely on 
assessment by clinical judgment.  
 
Joe Baeza of the Police Department reported that officers checked 74 parks and 291 
businesses with one price gouging investigations yesterday; he reminded the public that 
some items have increased in cost to the supplier and retailer who in turn has to raise 
their prices. 21 citations were issued (five for not wearing face masks, 13 for non-essential 
travel, one for the operation of a non-essential business, and two for minor children out 
of the house unnecessarily). Police received 23 complaint calls and 39 inquiries for a total 
of 449 COVID-19 related contacts made. Investigator Baeza reminded the public to keep 
their children at home for their own safety; these measures are for the protection of the 
community and not a means to weld authority over citizens.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz expressed his gratitude to media partners for their diligence. Tano 
Tijerina, Webb County Judge, shared his condolences to the family of the recently-
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deceased victim of COVID-19. Officials will continue to monitor the cases in Webb County 
and pursue as much assistance from the federal government to help the community in its 
recovery as possible. Webb County officials gave Doctors Hospital and Laredo Medical 
Center 250 n95 masks, 300 lab coats, 2,000 surgical masks, and 2,500 face shields each. 
PPE was also distributed to the Webb County jail. He confirmed that the Webb County 
order currently expires on April 30, and he will follow suit with whatever the Governor of 
Texas recommends or enacts.  
 
Rafael Benavides, Public Information Officer, reiterated a previous claim that there are 
currently 33 positive cases in Nuevo Laredo and three deaths based on what has been 
reported. He noted that staff is working with the City Attorney’s Office to craft all of the 
language for the amendment to the emergency ordinance; once that is completed, Mayor 
Saenz will review the document and sign it. The amendment will be effective upon 
signature.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez noted that last year, there were two pediatric flu deaths and over 25,000 flu 
or flulike illnesses. The Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is predicting 
that by fall, the nation will have to face both the flu and COVID-19. The City always 
encourages the community to get their flu vaccines every year, and this year will be no 
exception. Currently, there are already people testing positive for both flu and COVID-19. 
Dr. Treviño explained that when a person has an underlying condition caused by one 
agent and then gets sick with another agent, the matters become much more 
complicated. COVID-19 has a very dangerous course in the elderly and those who are 
immunocompromised. He reiterated the importance of flu vaccinations, noting that while 
it is likely that the City will see a second spike in COVID-19 over the winter, the severity 
of it has yet to be determined.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez confirmed that the Health Department has over 1,000 tests for the public; 
private labs also have their own supply of tests. The Department has already used more 
than 500 tests, increasing the testing capacity. New testing is being developed, and 
officials hope to soon have a valid serology test to give data for antibody counts.  
 
Investigator Baeza confirmed that HEB is extending their store hours up to 10:00 p.m. 
starting next week. The current curfew is from 10:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m., but people 
returning home from an essential service like grocery shopping will not be cited for 
breaking curfew.  
 
Mr. Benavides confirmed that the public is to continue using face coverings for now; that 
was not changed by the ordinance amendment. The Mayor and City Manager have direct 
access to the Governor’s Office and have been in constant contact. The Economic 
Development Director, Teclo Garcia, is also working with a task force to spearhead 
economic recovery measures.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez noted that initially, if someone tested negative for COVID-19 and then later 
tested positive, they were listed in both the negative and positive reports. However, 
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officials began to think that they were testing these individuals too soon after their 
exposure, so they began to wait before testing for more accurate results.  


