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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

APRIL 25, 2020 
 
Steve Landin, Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, noted that Dr. Hector 
Gonzalez is working with Customs and Border Protection today in order to facilitate the 
random testing at the bridge for voluntary pedestrian crossers. He reported that as of 
noon today, 1,945 people have been tested for COVID-19; of those, 1,278 were found to 
be negative with 340 positives. 327 are still pending results; 93 individuals have recovered 
from the virus, and 13 fatalities have occurred. Currently, 21 people are hospitalized for 
COVID-19 complications; the hospitals are still at a low patient census overall, meaning 
that fewer individuals are presenting at the hospital with emergencies and are instead 
managing their medical issue with their primary care physicians. At this point, there is 
plenty hospital capacity; the daily average of transports to the emergency room from 
ambulances is about three per day. Some of those cases are discharged and sent home.  
 
Rafael Benavides, Public Information Officer, reiterated that another death has been 
confirmed related to COVID-19, a woman in her 60s who was being treated at Laredo 
Medical Center when she passed away. The hospital released a statement earlier today: 
“The Laredo Medical Center family is tremendously saddened by the passing of one of 
our associates; this person will be dearly missed by coworkers here at the hospital and 
by loved ones in their family and community. Throughout their longstanding tenure with 
the organization, this individual provided skilled, compassionate service to patients in 
direct patient care. Our hearts go out to the family and friends of this wonderful person, 
and we pray for them during this tremendously difficult time.” He noted that the officials 
do not have any further details on this individual. At this time, Dr. Hector Gonzalez is at 
International Bridge #1 for randomized voluntary testing of pedestrian crossers; Mr. 
Benavides reported that as of now, officials have tested 65 people, including first 
responders, El Metro workers, and healthcare workers.  
 
Chief Landin clarified that at this time, the bridge testing is only for pedestrian crossers; 
officials are not currently testing vehicular volunteers.  
 
Manuel Diaz of the Police Department reported that officers checked 56 parks and 260 
businesses yesterday; nine citations were issued. Police received 30 complaint calls and 
43 inquiries for a total of 398 contacts made regarding COVID-19. Officers will ramp up 
their presence to monitor the trail systems consistently in order to thoroughly enforce this 
order.  
 
Tano Tijerina, Webb County Judge, shared his condolences to the family and Laredo 
Medical Center regarding the recent death of one of their associates. He urged the 
community to continue complying with the order.  
 
Chief Landin clarified that random testing of pedestrian bridge crossers will take place on 
International Bridge #1 on Tuesday, April 28, in an internal room of the facility. He voiced 
his opinion that this will be in a controlled, private setting, so media pictures will not be 
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likely be allowed to maintain confidentiality of the volunteers. This testing is not being 
conducted in conjunction with Nuevo Laredo.  
 
Aileen Ramos, Convention & Visitors Bureau, reported that the State of Tamaulipas 
issued an emergency order similar to the ones issued by Texas and the City of Laredo; 
the order included many of the same requirements and restrictions, such as face masks, 
for individuals traveling to Tamaulipas on essential business. Tamaulipas has also 
instituted the “No Circular” program which has been used in Mexico for several decades 
in order to decrease the number of cars on the street. In this program, the last number of 
the license plate dictates whether a car can be on the streets during certain parts of the 
week, regardless of whether that car is local or coming from a different part of the country 
or another country. She informed the community and media to check the requirements 
for this program before they travel to Tamaulipas to avoid any citations or issues with law 
enforcement. She explained that vehicles with the last digit of their license plate cannot 
circulate on the following days: 
 
Last Digits  Day in Which Vehicle Cannot Circulate in Tamaulipas 
0, 1   Monday 
2, 3   Tuesday 
4, 5   Wednesday 
6, 7   Thursday 
8, 9   Friday  
 
Mrs. Ramos added that sanitation checkpoints are also in place at Tamaulipas, especially 
at entrances to the State and to international crossings. Mr. Benavides reminded the 
media and public that the US Ambassador to Mexico tweeted a notice for citizens not to 
travel to Tamaulipas unless the travel is essential. Visiting family in Tamaulipas is 
discouraged as now is not the time to perform visits, particularly since individuals can be 
asymptomatic carriers of the virus and continue to spread the infection. He reported that 
a press release will be issued by the Health Department shortly with a survey for the 
public to confidentially answer questions regarding their symptoms throughout this 
pandemic. It is open to the public and asks simple questions. Though it is confidential, 
the survey does ask for address and household information. The survey can be accessed 
at the City’s website as well as the Health Department’s webpage. He confirmed that if 
healthcare workers test positive for COVID-19, they are isolated and removed from their 
work until they test negative. It is positive to still test positive even after a two-week 
quarantine.  
 
Teclo Garcia, Economic Development Director, reiterated that retail businesses are not 
technically “opening;” they can operate as restaurants do with online or telephone order-
taking and curbside pick-up or delivery methods. No non-essential stores can have their 
doors open for customers to enter. The Laredo Chamber of Commerce has developed a 
website www.laredocovid19.com with a multitude of resources for small business owners 
and employees throughout this pandemic. The Chamber’s website also has a link to the 
Texas Workforce Commission for unemployed individuals to pursue unemployment 
resources.  

http://www.laredocovid19.com/
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Mr. Benavides shared the City and County’s sincere condolences to the loved one of the 
recently-deceased COVID-19 victim.  


