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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

APRIL 26, 2020 
 
Dr. Hector Gonzalez, Health Director, reported that as of noon today, 345 people have 
tested positive for COVID-19; there have now been 15 fatalities, the most recent victim a 
person in their late 20s with severe underlying health conditions. He reminded the media 
that the hospitals are fluid and are admitting and discharging individuals throughout the 
day, changing the data that is available to officials. Officials are only reporting cases that 
have been confirmed, not those pending. He reiterated that this is a serious virus that 
causes serious complications and even death; for those persons who are 
immunocompromised or have underlying health conditions are more susceptible. Social 
distancing, face coverings, and personal hygiene should continue to be used. This will be 
a big week for the City as they begin their randomized testing throughout the city and 
conducting the COVID-19 community survey. This data will be compiled and analyzed. 
Dr. Gonzalez reminded the media that there is not enough testing available nation-wide, 
but the City has over 200 tests for randomized testing through the CASPER method; over 
500 people have already answered the survey. The youngest person recovering from the 
virus currently was a four-month-old; the oldest recovering person is in a 93-year-old. The 
affected persons and recoveries cover a wide range of ages.  
 
Joe Baeza of the Police Department reported that officers checked 153 parks and 184 
businesses with four price gouging investigations yesterday; 12 citations were issued (five 
for not wearing face masks, two for prohibited activities, two for non-essential travel, and 
three for social distancing violation). Police received 48 complaint calls and 24 inquiries 
for a total of 425 contacts made regarding COVID-19. He reiterated the importance of 
complying with the orders such as covering one’s face when out in public.  
 
Rafael Benavides, Public Information Officer, shared officials’ condolences to the family 
of the recently-deceased. He reported that the Texas State Comptroller issued a press 
release yesterday noting an emergency preparation supplies sales tax holiday from April 
25 through April 27. Shoppers can purchase specific items such as portable generators, 
emergency ladders, hurricane shutters, axes, fire extinguishers, non-electric can 
openers, two-way radios, and other supplies during the tax holiday sale.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez clarified that currently, first responders are being tested along with 
healthcare employees; officials have submitted a request to the state Emergency 
Management program for more tests to apply to first responders. The City invested in a 
PCR machine that can test 300 samples a day; with another machine, the City could 
double its output. The number of testing kits is the limiting factor. He added that many 
healthcare workers have been infected with COVID-19 because patients are 
asymptomatic or the virus is clustered in hospitals. This has changed the requirement for 
healthcare workers returning to work to test negative twice before being released. Some 
of those positive healthcare workers have completely recovered, but the majority are still 
in the retesting phase. He noted that the majority of COVID-19 positive patients are 
quarantining at home, and officials are certain that they are staying home because 
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officials monitor them daily and work with them to meet their needs so that they do not 
leave the house for their essentials. Officials have had to involve law enforcement on a 
small number of positive cases who were tempted to leave the house to remind them that 
they face a citation or arrest if they do not comply. In the fall, the City will face both COVID-
19 and the seasonal flu; flu vaccines are always highly encouraged but will be strongly 
pushed this year. There will not be a COVID-19 vaccine, but Dr. Gonzalez expressed his 
hope that antivirals will be available at that time.  
 


