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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

APRIL 28, 2020 
 
Steve Landin, Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, noted that the 
random testing at the bridge is ongoing as well as random testing of first responders.  
 
Dr. Hector Gonzalez, Health Director, reported that as of noon today, 2,097 people have 
been tested for COVID-19, of which 1,398 were found to be negative and 349 were found 
to be positive. Of the 349 positive cases, 102 have recovered and 15 have passed away. 
20 people remain hospitalized, which is a fluid number given the times of admissions and 
discharges. He reported that 15 members of the public were tested at International Bridge 
#1 today; those volunteers were appreciative of the testing opportunity. 15 CBP officers 
were also tested; Dr. Gonzalez noted that when those results become available, officials 
will share that information with the media and public. The Health Department is also 
continuing its drive-through testing by appointment.  
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, noted that Phase One of 
reopening Laredo will begin at the end of the week in accordance with Governor Greg 
Abbott’s executive order to safely and strategically open the state of Texas while 
preventing the spread of COVID-19. He noted that while faced coverings are no longer 
mandatory as per the Governor’s orders, they are highly and medically recommended. 
The Governor also provides individual businesses the decision as to whether or not they 
will open. He urged the public to follow the Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) guidelines to stop the spread of the virus as experts still know very little about it 
and do not have a vaccine. The Governor also outlined specific guidelines for people over 
the age of 65 and detailed a comprehensive mitigation plan for nursing homes in Texas. 
Age and underlying health conditions are two high risk factors for complication of COVID-
19. He reminded the public to minimize face-to-face contact with others, avoid young 
children interacting with members outside of their household (as they could be vectors of 
the disease even though they have not gotten very sick from the virus themselves). 
Citizens can still make use of calling in orders for pick-up or delivery, mail-order 
prescriptions, and telemedicine. People should continue to wash hands frequently and 
regular disinfect surfaces that are touched often, like doorknobs and elevator buttons; 
sharing plates, cups, or utensils should be avoided. If someone is experiencing mild to 
moderate respiratory symptoms, they should call their doctor; for medical emergencies 
and severe symptoms, they should call 9-1-1. Residents should keep in touch with their 
family and loved ones through phone calls, texting, and writing letters.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz reminded the media and public that Council will meet on Monday to 
discuss the order and noted his and the City Manager’s intention to follow the Governor’s 
directions safely in a way that helps the economy recover. He cautioned the public that 
all must be mindful of Laredo’s unique situation and circumstances, voicing some concern 
over opening too soon considering the experiences of Nuevo Laredo and Mexico to the 
south at this time. Mayor Saenz urged the public to continue following the measures that 
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are not in direct conflict with the Governor’s orders as strongly recommended by the 
health authority.  
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, confirmed that the City will follow the mandate as ordered by 
the Governor but noted that the City as a major employer can mandate certain things as 
a precaution, stating that he intends to recommend that City employees continue to work 
from home and operate in the same manner as has been done the past month. He voiced 
his opinion and that of the health authority that face coverings are a benefit to the 
community and will pursue the use of face coverings among City employees as well.  
 
Tano Tijerina, Webb County Judge, stated that Governor Abbott is leaving a lot of the 
responsibility for precautionary measures to the general public, not just governmental 
entities. If the community continues to take those precautionary and preventative 
measures, then there will likely not be another spike of COVID-19 in Laredo and Webb 
County. However, if the public abandons these measures, the community will most likely 
see spikes in two weeks. He reminded citizens to think about the more vulnerable 
individuals when they are considering throwing parties and gatherings. Judge Tijerina 
noted his intention to roll out a slow transition to bringing County employees back to work 
and providing more touchless amenities at the County.  
 
Joe Baeza of the Police Department reported that officers checked 78 parks and 201 
businesses with one price gouging investigation yesterday; eight citations were issued 
(four for not wearing face masks, three for curfew violations, and one for social distancing 
violation). Police received 23 complaint calls and 24 inquiries for a total of 335 contacts 
made regarding COVID-19. Officers are awaiting the new transitions as mandated by the 
Governor for their response efforts.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez explained that staff are using a model to randomize the total number of first 
responders and the public for testing. Pedestrian bridge crossers were interviewed if they 
have been sick, around a sick person, or around a COVID-19 positive person in the last 
three weeks along with temperature checks before testing. These tests were all PCR 
confirmatory tests. Results should be available in two or three days.  
 
To the question of whether individuals cited for violations that will no longer be mandatory 
on Friday will have to pay those fines, Rafael Benavides, Public Information Officer, 
voiced his understanding that these citations will go to the Municipal Court where the 
Judge has discretion to enforce or waive those fines. Investigator Baeza confirmed that 
the Municipal Court Judge will oversee all of these cases and make a judgement as to 
whether paying those fines will be required or not for each offender.  
 
Dr. Treviño clarified that the City must be follow and be consistent with the Governor’s 
order, but some of the City’s enforceable requirements will now be turned into personal 
responsibilities for each citizen. The CDC guidelines to which he referred emphasize 
social distancing, proper hygiene and sanitation methods, and more. These guidelines 
are imperative to the citizens of Laredo and Webb County.  
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Mr. Eads noted that the City’s stay-at-home order is in effect until May 30; officials will 
now have to realign some components in accord with the Governor’s order at Monday’s 
City Council meeting. Outside of the establishments that Governor Abbott allowed for, the 
City still has standing orders. Each employer should take responsibility for keeping their 
employees and customers safe and implement requirements such as face coverings.  
 
Chief Landin confirmed that the stay-at-home order is in effect until Council ends it. The 
City Attorney’s Office is reviewing the commonalities and discrepancies between the 
Governor’s and City’s orders to be discussed at Monday’s Council meeting. He could not 
confirm the exact details of what parts of the City’s order are still mandated and which will 
only be recommended beginning Friday, deferring to the forthcoming explanation from 
the City Attorney’s Office. Some churches are holding services in parking lots, and the 
Catholic Church is having weekly meetings with Texas Bishops and will discuss the 
Governor’s orders for a decision in the best interest of the community’s safety. Mr. Eads 
added that questions arose as soon as the Governor finished making his statements 
yesterday; the issue may be confusing right now, but every city is navigating this situation. 
Laredo and Webb County officials are trying to exercise every available authority, both 
locally, at the state, and nationally to look out for the best interests of its residents. Staff 
is working through the questions or how the city will be impacted by lifting the stay-at-
home order or not.  
 
Dr. Treviño noted that nobody knows for certain whether it is safe to reopen businesses 
at 25% capacity, since the virus’s nature is still not fully understood. However, it can be 
made relatively safe with calculated measures, such as the continued use of face 
coverings and social distancing. He stated his opinion that the use of face masks should 
be strongly recommended.  
 
Mr. Benavides confirmed that the curfew remains in place, as does the requirement to 
keep children out of public places. Mayor Saenz noted that businesses must take 
responsibility for their premises. Council could strongly recommend that that masks be 
used in businesses and allow businesses to enforce that measure. He noted that he 
personally would not relax any of the requirements short of what the Governor has 
mandated. Mr. Benavides noted that there is a City Council planned for Monday; there 
are not currently plans for an Emergency Council meeting on Friday.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez noted that tests are not processed more slowly on the weekends; speed 
depends upon which lab is processing those samples. The Health Department lab 
batches samples in runs of four to six hours. Up to 90 samples are needed to run a batch. 
Sending samples to a private lab or to the state could take two to five days for results.  


