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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

APRIL 29, 2020 
 
Steve Landin, Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, clarified that the 
City’s order does not expire until tomorrow; the City Attorney’s Office has been 
reviewing the Governor’s order, and an organizational meeting is scheduled this 
afternoon. There are no changes to the City’s order at this time, and the City will not 
conflict with the Governor’s orders beginning Friday. The state order is very clear that 
the City cannot fine individuals for not wearing their masks as of Friday; the order does 
not say that the City cannot mandate the use of the masks moving forward. He voiced 
his opinion that it is in the best interest of the community to continue wearing masks.  
 
Dr. Hector Gonzalez, Health Director, reported that 1,495 tests taken to-date are 
negative; 358 are positive. Of these positive cases, the overwhelming majority of the 
individuals are recovering (102 so far); 17 individuals are currently hospitalized and one 
additional person has died. He reiterated that the main mode of transmission in Laredo 
seems to be close contact. He urged the community to continue to practice diligent 
hygiene and noted that staff, in anticipation of reopening establishments at 25% 
capacity, are performing pre-inspections to ensure that these establishments are 
sanitizing completely, including flushing icemakers and wiping down every surface.  
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, shared his condolences for the 
recent fatality of COVID-19. He noted that the recent deaths are the results of infections 
that occurred approximately two weeks ago. He reported that 19% of nursing homes 
and 3% of assisted living communities have reported positive cases in the state of 
Texas; state data shows that 75% COVID-19 deaths were among individuals aged 65 
and older. Laredo currently has five nursing homes, and enhanced response and 
control measures are needed to ensure the protection of these vulnerable individuals. 
The Governor’s report includes several recommendations that medical professionals 
are reviewing for possible implementation in Laredo. The recommendations are as 
follows: 
 

1. Quantify the extent of infection in nursing homes immediately.  
2. Implement a comprehensive mitigation plan.  
3. Reevaluate COVID-19 positive facilities. 
4. Appropriate isolation and placement of COVID-19 positive patients within the 

nursing home or hospital.  
5. Implement enhanced access controls to the facilities.  
6. Enhance control of staff access to the facilities.  
7. Effective notifications of any contact with any COVID-19 positive persons to 

family members.  
8. Continue prevention efforts in facilities that do not have infection.  

 
Tano Tijerina, Webb County Judge, stated his observation that many people are 
nervous at the thought of establishments opening back up at this time. He reminded 
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restaurant owners that they do not have to open if they do not think it is wise; those 
opening can also take precautionary measures to prevent the spread of the virus as 
much as possible. He reminded the community that there is still a serious threat of 
infection ongoing despite many people’s wishes to reopen the city. He thanked the 
medical community for their hard work and diligence.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz echoed condolences to the recently deceased. He reiterated that 
Council will next meet on Monday and will take action to safely align the City’s 
requirements with that of the Governor’s in a way that does not conflict with the state 
order while keeping residents safe.  
 
Joe Baeza of the Police Department reported that officers checked 61 parks and 247 
businesses with one price gouging investigation yesterday; seven citations were issued 
(three for not wearing face masks and four for non-essential travel). Police received 15 
complaint calls and 27 inquiries for a total of 358 contacts made regarding COVID-19.  
 
Dr. Treviño confirmed that he was recently notified of an employee at a nursing home 
facility with a family member who just tested positive for COVID-19; according to the 
new mitigation plan, officials will review the situation and take any necessary action. 
Other than that, he was not aware of any positive cases inside any local nursing homes. 
Dr. Gonzalez agreed, noting that the problem is not just with nursing homes but 
retirement homes, elderly apartment and housing complexes, and others. This area is 
where officials must take extreme preventative measures.  
 
Chief Landin confirmed that the City parks will reopen on Friday in accordance with the 
Governor’s order, and the spaces are limited to four-person sports like golf and tennis. 
Rafael Benavides, Public Information Officer, noted that the playgrounds and courts will 
remain closed at the parks since contact sports are not allowed per the order.  
 
Juan J. Gomez, Parks & Recreation Director, noted that anything that is allowable for 
four people or less will be opened on Friday in the City’s parks. If a group of four or less 
want to play soccer, that will be allowed as long as more people do not gather. Staff is 
disinfecting the parks currently; he asked the public to follow the guidelines until Friday.  
 
Mr. Benavides noted that the City expects to release more information before Friday on 
social media, on the City’s website, and a press release to the media. Chief Landin 
noted that more information should be available tomorrow, but definitive answers are 
not available today regarding officials’ changes to Laredo’s order. The Governor’s order 
does not say that the City cannot require the use of masks or other measures; it simply 
states that the City cannot fine individuals for failure to comply with those measures. He 
confirmed that the First Baptist Church intends to hold their services outdoors in the 
parking lots utilizing social distance. A pastor of another church is letting people into the 
church for their services; Chief Landin noted that this is within that church’s right. 
Catholic bishops intend to make their decisions independent of one another and will 
pass on that information to the members of their church as well as City officials.  
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Mr. Benavides encouraged the public and media to continue following the current local 
order until further notice.  


