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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

APRIL 30, 2020 
 
Steve Landin, Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, reported that 
yesterday evening, the Public Information Officer issued a press release that should be 
released to the public as soon as possible. He emphasized that the current City order is 
still in effect; the Governor’s order will go into effect tomorrow, Friday, May 1. He thanked 
all custodians and sanitation workers who have been helping to prevent the spread of the 
virus.  
 
Dr. Hector Gonzalez, Health Director, also thanked the community for helping officials 
uphold the local orders that have been keeping citizens as safe as possible. As the local 
order is changed to adhere to the mandates of the Governor, he noted that officials are 
not going to lower their standards of best practices for transmission prevention. Staff are 
checking restaurants that anticipate reopening to ensure that they are properly disinfected 
and sanitized and thoroughly cleaned and flushed before members of the public begin 
patronizing their business again. He urged retailers to screen their employees and 
customers and to require the use of face coverings as they open and conduct their 
businesses.  
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, stated that there has been much 
discussion on a new therapeutic medication that shows promise as a treatment (though 
not a cure) for COVID-19. Antiviral agents target the specific COVID-19 to inhibit 
development. He reminded the public and media that the concept of herd immunity only 
works when vaccines or antibodies (through exposure or attrition) are introduced into the 
group; the number of cases are decreasing in Laredo, but that can largely be attributed 
to social distancing and other preventative measures. He voiced his opinion that Laredo’s 
higher than average fatalities could be a result of underlying health conditions as a result 
of citizens’ diet and lifestyles. He clarified that residents going from the hospital back to 
their nursing homes are being tested before returning because there is still little 
knowledge about the virus’s whole nature. Officials want to ensure that nursing home 
patients do not acquire the virus en route to or from the hospital or in the hospital itself, 
which could spread once they are back in the nursing home.  
 
Claudio Treviño, Police Chief, confirmed that enforcement of the local order continues, 
and officers will comply with the Governor’s order when it goes into effect. He reported 
that officers checked 300 parks and businesses. Steps are being taken to increase police 
presence when certain establishments and facilities reopen to the public.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz reiterated that the stay-at-home order is still in place; interpretations 
of the Governor’s order in comparison with the local mandates are being reviewed 
thoroughly by the City Attorney’s Office. He confirmed that the City and Council are 
embracing in totality the Governor’s order; no official is challenging it. The City tries to be 
as accurate and thorough as possible in their interpretation of the new order, which is why 
answers to public and media questions may seem to have taken so long thus far.  



2 
 

 
Tano Tijerina, Webb County Judge, noted that the Webb County order expires tonight; 
County officials will implement a new order that is consistent with the Governor’s and 
include some custom measures unique to Webb County. The order works with the City’s 
order to consistently protect public health without overextending authority. He reminded 
the public not to gather socially with people outside of one’s own household; there are 
still deaths occurring at this time, which can be avoided with social distancing. In order 
for the new order to work, the public must comply safely, carefully, and with common 
sense in the phases that are being released. He urged community members not to take 
advantage of these new allowances and to remember their loved ones that will be 
susceptible to contracting this deadly virus.  
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, explained that the local curfew has never included any 
essential business or service and still does not. All that has been done to-date is that the 
Governor has now added some additional “essential” services or businesses. The curfew 
will remain the same and will continue to exclude essential businesses or services from 
penalization. He clarified that now, going to a restaurant after curfew hours is allowable 
as long as the 25% capacity requirement is met, just as it was always allowable to pick-
up to-go food in the past. Officials have never had any conflict with the Governor’s orders 
and will move forward in compliance with this new one.  
 
Kristina L. Hale, City Attorney, noted that the City’s order does not generally conflict with 
the Governor’s; to the extent that it does, it is preempted and will be amended in a way 
to complies. The Governor specifically permits local officials to pass certain restriction 
that do not conflict with his own. Therefore, the order passed by Council on April 20 is still 
in effect to the extent that it was not preempted by the Governor. This means that people 
are still directed to stay at home unless they are engaging in an essential or reopened 
service as defined in the order. The new reopened services include golf courses, outdoor 
activities or non-contact sports that do not include more than four people, and some other 
allowances. Indoor retail establishments are allowed to reopen with 25% occupancy as 
restricted by the Governor. Officials will provide guidelines shortly to provide further 
clarification. Questions regarding specific order issues or businesses that might be 
affected can be directed to the City Attorney’s Office, the COVID-19 hotline, or 311. She 
confirmed that the City can still require all of their preventative measures, but those that 
were specifically lifted by the Governor can no longer be cited or fined. She voiced her 
understanding that the citations and fines are being waived effective immediately.  
 
Juan J. Gomez, Parks & Recreation Director, explained that basketball will not be allowed 
in the park systems, nor any area where groups can gather. However, the open fields will 
be available for walking and leisure. Chief Treviño noted that all other citations besides 
those lifted by the Governor will be enforced with citations if necessary, such as curfew, 
social gatherings, non-essential travel, and others. Failure to wear face coverings are no 
longer citable but will still be recommended by law enforcement if they someone without 
a mask.  
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Dr. Gonzalez reported that all of the random asymptomatic testing of first responders are 
negative at this time, as are the random voluntary testing of pedestrians at the bridge. 
Staff hopes to finish collecting the contact information for the randomized Laredo general 
public so that testing can begin.  
 
Mr. Eads reminded the public that they can make the individual choice, as can 
businesses, to wear or require masks to protect themselves and protect others. He noted 
his observance that the community still has a growing concern about COVID-19, and he 
emphasized that things have not changed much from a week or two ago to today. Mr. 
Eads confirmed that he will use his mask wherever he goes and encouraged others to do 
the same.  
 
Webb County Sheriff Martin Cuellar reported that staff has been taking precautionary 
measures for a long time now based on recommendations of medical professionals. The 
jail and Sheriff’s Office facilities have been disinfected regularly throughout this process. 
The bottom floor of the women’s quarter has been converted into a negative pressure 
COVID-19 unit; positive inmates have been quarantined there with some already released 
as they recovered. Personal protective equipment (PPE) have been in use throughout the 
entire process. He stated that claims to the contrary are false; some inmates have even 
thanked staff for keeping them as safe as possible.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez confirmed that the Sheriff’s Office has been doing everything that can be 
done in an inmate or imprisonment situation, as advised by Health staff and medical 
professionals like Dr. Garza-Gongora.  


