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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

MAY 3, 2020 
 
Steve Landin, Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, asked the 
community to continue to wear masks and maintain social distancing as Texas is 
reopened given the importance of these measures in preventing the spread of infection 
or risking another lockdown. Officials continue to see similar numbers of people being 
admitted to hospitals for COVID-19; there are not spikes in hospital visits, and most 
positive cases are recovering well in their own homes. Testing continues at the Health 
Department at over 100 tests per day. Testing is also ongoing in the private sector for 
anyone with health insurance who wants the peace of mind of a test result. Chief Landin 
noted that more public testing will occur this week from Tuesday through Thursday. The 
State of Texas will conduct COVID-19 drive-through testing in the Webb County area. 
On Tuesday, May 5, testing will be in the Benitas area at 452 W. Rancho Benitas and at 
the Health Department on Wednesday, May 6. On Thursday, May 7, testing will be at 
the Rio Bravo Community Center in Rio Bravo, Texas. In order to get a test, members 
of the public can go to www.txcovidtest.org and follow the instructions. These tests are 
free of charge and will further assist the actions and objectives of the City. He voiced his 
understanding that the state testing will be available at these locations all day (8:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m.) with support from the City and County.  
 
Dr. Hector Gonzalez, Health Director, thanked the media for clarifying that the new 
positive numbers reported are not from the past 24 hours but are cumulative as test 
results become available. Of the new positive cases, 11 are from the same family; 
COVID-19 tends to cluster and infect within groups, making social distancing and face 
coverings with proper hygiene are so important. Most of the positive cases are 
recovering at home, but there have been 16 fatalities to-date. He thanked the private 
sector for their efforts in testing; the Health Department tests every day and included a 
special clinic today; over 1,300 people have been tested by the Health Department 
alone, which is PCR, confirmatory testing.  
 
Joe Baeza of the Police Department reported that officers checked 48 parks and 33 
businesses; no citations were issued. Police received 19 complaint calls and 35 
inquiries for a total of 135 contacts made regarding COVID-19. He thanked the 
community for their continued cooperation throughout this time; though some people 
are being seen without masks, he noted that the majority of citizens seem to be taking 
the necessary precautions.  
 
Rafael Benavides, Public Information Officer, clarified that the State’s tests will also be 
PCR, confirmatory tests, and the State will test both symptomatic and asymptomatic 
persons. He thanked Governor Greg Abbott for the State’s assistance with testing in the 
Webb County area. Dr. Gonzalez noted that the way that a person signs into the 
TXCovidTest.org site must match exactly with their identification and date of birth so 
that the correct results are given to the correct individual. Mr. Benavides reminded the 
public that people can also register over the phone for a state test by calling 512-883-
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2400. Residents can also call 3-1-1 for more information or connection to the state 
testing resources.  
 
Chief Landin noted that people do not have to be US citizens to receive the free state 
testing; as long as their name matches their identification, they will be able to obtain a 
test. Mr. Benavides added that the state will not ask for a person’s citizenship status as 
part of the testing process. Chief Landin voiced his understanding that there is a limit of 
one state test per household, to which Dr. Gonzalez agreed, noting that if a household 
gets a positive test result, then City officials will follow up with that household as part of 
their contact tracing investigation to see if the rest of the household needs to be tested, 
as well.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez reminded the public and media that the City will abide by the Governor’s 
orders and will continue to obey those orders while locally challenging the community to 
be responsible and do the right thing regarding preventative measures.  


