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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

MAY 4, 2020 
 
Steve Landin, Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, offered his 
condolences regarding the recent 17th COVID-19 fatality in the community; the deceased 
was a family member of a City employee. He noted that there will be free testing Tuesday, 
May 5, at the Rio Bravo Community Center, on Wednesday, May 6, at the Health 
Department, and on Thursday, May 7, at the Bruni Community Center in Penitas. Anyone 
interested in being tested can register at www.txcovidtest.org or call 512-883-2400. These 
tests are administered by the State of Texas free of charge. Testing is limited to one test 
per household.  
 
Dr. Hector Gonzalez, Health Director, shared his condolences for the recently deceased. 
While this virus can be devastating for some individuals, the vast majority of the 
community will not contract the virus or suffer from any symptoms or complications. The 
virus travels in clusters, as seen in the second family with a large number of positive 
cases in the family. He noted that all family members are doing well. He urged the 
community to continue to practice preventative measures as described in the City’s 
emergency ordinance. Over the last three weeks, the Health Department alone has tested 
over 1,300 people for COVID-19. He thanked the private sector for continuing to test, as 
well. Some of the testing priorities will soon shift to persons who are more vulnerable to 
the virus.  
 
Manuel Diaz of the Police Department reported that officers checked 120 parks and 24 
businesses; four citations were issued (three for curfew violations and one for non-
essential travel). Police received eight complaint calls and 18 inquiries for a total of 174 
contacts made regarding COVID-19. He shared his condolences with the family members 
of the recently deceased.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz echoed the sentiments of condolences, as did Tano Tijerina, Webb 
County Judge. Judge Tijerina thanked all of the teachers in Webb County for Teacher 
Appreciation Week, noting his appreciation for their hard work, especially during distance 
learning. He urged the community to continue following the order because there is a 
deadly disease at stake if the proper measures are not taken. He stated his opinion that 
the first weekend of the Governor’s phase one to reopen the state went smoothly which 
may allow for the anticipated phase two around May 18. However, the community must 
do their part to make this happen. He noted the likelihood that the City and County will 
see an increase in positive cases as a result of the first phase of reopenings, but this can 
be mitigated by performing the appropriate preventative measures. As many parents are 
helping their children through distance learning at this time, he commended them for their 
diligence as homeschooling can be a difficult journey.  
 
Mayor Saenz thanked the South Texas Food Bank and other organizations who 
participated recently to provide needy families with food. He also thanked teachers for 
Teacher Appreciation Week.  
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Rafael Benavides, Public Information Officer, quoted scientist Neil DeGrasse Tyson: “The 
good thing about science is that it is true whether or not you believe it” in response to 
public comments about conspiracy theories surrounding COVID-19.  
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, added his condolences to the 
family members of the recently deceased. He strongly encouraged the public to wear face 
coverings and follow social distancing guidelines not because they are required to do so 
but because it is the responsible thing to do to mitigate the spread of this virus to others. 
Over the last two months, he has seen unprecedented numbers of medical professionals 
get sick and infect their families in all of his 40+ years of medical practice. This is a heavy 
price to pay as a healthcare provider; he reminded the community that these 
professionals are risking their health and even their lives to perform their duties. Officials 
are developing guidelines for visitors to nursing homes along the same guidelines that 
are being used for staff caring for this vulnerable community. Even though school 
populations have a low infection rate, officials are working methodically on protocols that 
will assist the school system to prevent the spread of infection through the youth. He 
reported that the FDA-approved medication Remdesivir for the treatment of COVID-19 
can now be applied to patients; the drug supply will go to the government to allocate 
around the nation. The administration has stated that there are 14 tests being conducted 
for a COVID-19 vaccination; however, the earliest date in which it may be available is 
January or March 2021. Without any further information, the general public must 
cooperate and adapt to the “new normal” for now.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez noted that to now, officials have been concentrating on actual positive 
persons, but now the focus is shifting to possible contacts, healthcare providers, and other 
vulnerable groups for testing and tracking. He confirmed that Laredo Medical Center has 
a protocol that healthcare workers returning to their duties following a COVID-19 
diagnosis must test twice with negative results after their 14-day quarantine. The other 
hospitals are in a different situation and are being reviewed, though officials’ 
recommendation that they do so before returning employees to work.  
 
Dr. Treviño noted that the City needs to prepare for a second wave of COVID-19 during 
flu season in the fall. Dr. Gonzalez clarified that all people who test positive for COVID-
19 have to be in quarantine; they cannot leave their homes during their quarantine. Once 
their quarantine is lifted, they are able to leave home, though those that are 
immunocompromised or a part of the more vulnerable populations are advised to continue 
staying at home if possible.  
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, explained that the City requires a covering of the mouth and 
nose to access any City service or facility. Visitors to City Hall have their temperature 
checked. He noted that City Hall and City Hall Annex are still closed, as are many City 
facilities; he voiced his intention to continue the requirement of a face covering in order 
to access any service that the City provides moving forward. Mayor Saenz agreed, noting 
that unless Council takes other action, this will likely be the direction given to staff at the 
Council meeting. He voiced his opinion that private businesses merit more discussion, 
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especially regarding their responsibility to require face coverings, as well. He anticipated 
that this will be a point of discussion at tonight’s City Council meeting.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez confirmed that it is well-dcoumented in medical literature that a person can 
still test positive for COVID-19 well after their 14-day quarantine, some as long as 28 days 
after. Whether these people are actually infectious is still not well known at this time, but 
it must be considered, and a healthcare provider in that circumstance needs to stay home 
until they test negative. Dr. Treviño added that if a person continues to test positive after 
their two weeks of recovery, they may be positive because of the virus fragments still in 
their system; the safest thing to do until more information is known is to have that person 
stay home until they test negative. Officials are erring on the side of caution until they can 
be sure of the nature of the virus.  
 
Mayor Saenz encouraged private businesses to enforce the use of masks as it is a good 
business practice for them in addition to public health.  


