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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

MAY 6, 2020 
 
Steve Landin, Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, confirmed that the 
State of Texas Department of State Health Services is performing COVID-19 testing in 
Laredo at the Health Department today. He thanked them for providing this service to 
the community; tomorrow will be the last day of the State’s testing in the area. 
Interested people can still register for testing on the website shared earlier in the week. 
Communication has been good throughout the emergency response.  
 
Rafael Benavides, Public Information Officer, reported that as of noon today, the City 
has tested 2,860 people for COVID-19; 1,960 people have tested negative and 410 
positive cases have been confirmed. Of those 410 people, 154 have recovered while 19 
are currently hospitalized and 17 people have died from the virus.  
 
Joe Baeza of the Police Department reported that officers checked 44 parks and 108 
businesses; no citations were issued. Police received 10 complaint calls and nine 
inquiries for a total of 171 contacts made regarding COVID-19. Law enforcement has 
observed compliance with the ordinance by most of the community.  
 
Dr. Hector Gonzalez, Health Director, noted that officials are still working with positive 
patients as well as people who are at risk and their caretakers such as nursing home 
residents and staff, among other groups. Testing will soon be for both symptomatic and 
asymptomatic people, but the more vulnerable populations and healthcare or caretaker 
individuals will be prioritized.  
 
Alyssa Castillon, Assistant City Attorney, noted that the extent of changes to the new 
reopened services specified in Governor Abbott’s new order GA-21 apply to wedding or 
reception venues, individual business offices, cosmetology and tanning salons, 
swimming pools, and similar establishments; they will be allowed to reopen with certain 
restrictions effective Friday, May 8. Other establishments like non-essential 
manufacturing businesses and gyms will be able to reopen with certain restrictions on 
May 18. The Governor provided updated checklists to his minimum standard health 
protocols that these facilities and establishments will need to meet; those protocols and 
requirements will be incorporated into the City of Laredo’s ordinance.  
 
Tano Tijerina, Webb County Judge, wished a happy Nurses Week to nursing 
professionals in the community, noting his appreciation of their diligence in this difficult 
time. He reported that 111 people were tested for COVID-19 in Rio Bravo; the testing 
clinic was well-organized. He assured the public that Webb County will comply with the 
Governor’s new orders issued yesterday, and he asked the community to continue best 
self-care and preventative practices. A San Antonio company, Batelle, has just reached 
out to Webb County this morning to provide free mask sanitation services to the 
community.  
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Dr. Gonzalez noted that Batelle has not reached out to the City but are known to 
officials and have sent information to local hospitals. A second company is also being 
reviewed for sanitation services in healthcare facilities via a robot using ultraviolet rays. 
He confirmed that officials will follow up with these two companies for utilization. He and 
Dr. Victor Treviño will give special attention to health and sanitation recommendations 
for the new businesses to be reopened this week and next. He reminded 
establishments that a good bleach water solution can be collected at the Utilities 
Department with their own five- to ten-gallon container free of charge.  
 
Mr. Benavides confirmed that the Governor’s requirements for the newly-reopened 
businesses will be enforced by the Police Department. Dr. Gonzalez added that the 
Health Department and Code Enforcement also enforce these requirements. 
Investigator Baeza noted that all law enforcement are joining the Police Department in 
enforcement and police presence throughout the pandemic.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez noted that the City is still looking into the matter of swimming pools being 
reopened, stating that if they are allowed to reopen, then officials will make 
recommendations such as closing showers and diligently ensuring proper chlorination 
and appropriate swimwear. They will also recommend that swimming pool patrons be 
screened for symptoms or fever and not be allowed to swim if they seem ill.  
 
Juan J. Gomez, Jr., Parks & Recreation Director, confirmed that staff are not in the 
process of reopening pools at the moment. They will evaluate the situation and await 
recommendations or directives from medical experts. He noted that many other cities 
are not going to reopen their pools throughout the summer. The pool or water itself is 
not the risk of virus transmission; the congregation of people increases the risk. Mr. 
Benavides clarified that the Governor permitted the reopening of public pools on 
Monday, May 18 but noted that they would reopen with the permission of the local 
authorities; therefore, the City of Laredo would have the final decision as to whether or 
not public pools will reopen in the community.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez explained that officials have prioritized the homeless population as a 
vulnerable group in need of quarantine and prevention resources. The City has worked 
with the Homeless Coalition and homeless service organizations like Bethany House 
and the Holdings Institute. There is designated housing for if a homeless person tests 
positive for COVID-19 and needs to be quarantined.  
 
Investigator Baeza noted that police officers are giving out personal protective 
equipment (PPE) to the homeless population and have general protocols in place for 
making contact with all members of the community. He noted that a situation yesterday 
in which a supposed homeless person who was suspected of being positive for COVID-
19 broke into a home was handled well with no harm done and assured the media that 
this person has a place to stay at this time. He could not confirm or deny whether the 
individual was positive for the virus.  
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Mrs. Castillon confirmed that face masks are still required pursuant to the City’s 
ordinance; however, no penalties will be imposed for violations of this requirement. Law 
enforcement officers may approach these individuals to provide an informational citation 
which will cite the applicable section of the ordinance and provide facial coverings to 
those individuals subject to availability. In no way does the City plan on infringing upon 
anybody’s rights regarding detention or exchanging information; the City commits to 
complying with the spirit of the Governor’s order. Retail businesses, such as florists, can 
reopen at 25% of their total occupancy as well as the other specific requirements and 
measures in place.  
 
Mayor Saenz commended the nursing profession in honor of National Nurses Week, 
especially given the hardships faced by the medical community at this time. Dr. 
Gonzalez noted that the community must eventually reopen, but it must be done 
carefully and safely. This is why the public must continue to wear face coverings. 
Positive cases are still decreasing, as are hospital admissions.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez explained that the COVID-19 test results are county-wide; the Guard will 
take a little longer to release results but will be shared with the community as they 
become available in about a week.  
 
Judge Tijerina voiced his opinion that Governor Abbott has put the responsibility on 
local authorities to make more decisions on their community’s reopening. While some 
people want less restrictive orders from local government, others want more restrictions 
for the sake of the public. Mayor Saenz added that Laredo has been very unique in its 
response to the COVID-19 situation, in many cases setting the tone and pattern for 
other communities in proper response protocols. He voiced his appreciation for the 
Governor’s action with the leeway that he has provided local authorities. He also 
thanked Webb County for their collaboration and cooperation throughout this time.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez explained that officials are preparing for another spike of positive COVID-
19 cases in an abundance of caution and readiness. In lieu of antivirals, officials use the 
rate of positivity based on the common model of 100,000 people, giving Laredo a 
positive rate of only 4%. Officials also compare negative cases versus positive cases as 
well as hospital admissions and the size of the community’s more vulnerable 
populations.  
 
Mr. Benavides wished all nurses a happy Nurses Week.  


