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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

MAY 7, 2020 
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, noted that the entities soon to 
be reopened are barbershops and hair, nail, beauty, and tanning salons, per the 
Governor’s order, on Friday, May 8. The order includes that the services should be less 
time-consuming, patrons should be at least six feet apart, instruments should be 
disposable, employees and customers should be screened at the door for symptoms 
before entering, employees can refuse to go to work without any repercussions if they 
feel sick or contagious, everyone should wear face masks except during procedures on 
their face (such as a shave), gloves must be changed between clients, and if an 
employee needs fine manipulation of their hands for their work, they can temporarily 
remove their gloves and use soap and water (preferably) or hand sanitizer before 
touching their clients. Workers must sign a written statement for their business 
promising to comply with all of the COVID prevention measures, and appointments 
should be scheduled to prevent the congregation of people. These requirements were 
issued by the Governor; he noted that he has additional recommendations to implement 
for the City, as well: when performing nail services, employees should have a vacuum 
device to avoid dust or filings to prevent aspiration. Hair stylists should be tested for 
COVID-19 without the need of a medical order or prescription. Hair nets are also 
recommended. Dr. Treviño informed the media and public of a new COVID-19 therapy 
called monoclonal antibody therapy, which is promising and entails cloning the COVID-
19 antibodies to treat sick patients.  
 
Dr. Hector Gonzalez, Health Director, reported that officials are using many different 
models to determine the community’s prevalence rate. One is the positive cases over 
the total number of tests done. While the media reports the City’s prevalence rate as 
compared to the state, he clarified that the state percentage is based upon a population 
of 100,000. Based on that model, then the prevalence rate of Laredo is actually 4%. 
Multiple factors are being taken into account to get a full picture of the pandemic in 
Laredo. He explained that testing will now target vulnerable people and their caregivers. 
Officials continue to conduct randomized testing of the general public, as well; those 
results will be reported when they are made available. The state tested over 252 in the 
area over the past three days; it will take four to nine days to get those results.  
 
Claudio Treviño, Police Chief, noted that officers will continue to enforce the ordinance 
and issue citations if allowed under the ordinance and Governor’s order. He clarified 
that the two arrests that received media attention were performed under the police 
officers’ authority as provided by local government or penal codes.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz agreed that police officers have discretion while they enforce local 
law. They must make their best decisions based on their observations of the scene 
when they respond to a complaint or report. The issue is now at the District Attorney’s 
Office.  
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Joe Baeza of the Police Department noted that Mother’s Day weekend is approaching 
and confirmed that mariachi services can be performed as long as they are not within 
curfew hours (10:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m.), remain outside of dwellings, and any non-
singing mariachi performers wear masks. He noted that there will be different provisions 
at the Catholic and City Cemeteries this year due to the pandemic for those who wish to 
visit their deceased relatives’ graves during Mother’s Day. He urged the community to 
minimize visits to any relatives who are vulnerable to virus transmission. There will be a 
police presence at both cemeteries to respect the tradition to honor mothers during this 
holiday. He asked those wishing to visit cemeteries to wear masks and limit their visits 
to no more than 30 minutes.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez and Dr. Treviño confirmed that children will be able to receive haircuts 
when the hair salons and barber shops reopen for business; Dr. Gonzalez clarified that 
this will be allowed as long as the requirements and provisions are met as outlined by 
Dr. Treviño. He reminded the community that the pandemic is not over and to continue 
to wear masks and practice social distancing.  
 
Alyssa Castillon, Assistant City Attorney, explained that the Governor’s order only 
allows for wedding venues; other kinds of services that these establishments may 
provide are not allowed. She confirmed that the curfew is still in effect and would have 
to be honored at those venues.  
 
Rosario Cabello, Deputy City Manager, clarified that quinceañeras are not allowed at 
these venues, only weddings. She also confirmed that the utilities assistance program 
has begun to help utilities customers who lost their jobs or income due to COVID-19 
assistance (up to $125 monthly) on their utility accounts.  
 
Investigator Baeza reminded the media and public that there is still a serious concern 
about children unnecessarily being exposed to the virus by being taken to public places. 
The progressions and advancements that are coming to light add to those concerns. Dr. 
Treviño cited some reported cases of children developing neurological syndromes and 
other conditions as a possible mutation of COVID-19. The virus can provoke or 
exacerbate illnesses in adults and children; based on this information, children should 
not be exposed to large groups or congregations, like the grocery store.  


