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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

MAY 8, 2020 
 
Rafael Benavides, Public Information Officer, reported that Governor Abbott’s executive 
order GA-21 allows for new establishments to reopen in the community, which will be 
discussed in detail shortly.  
 
Dr. Hector Gonzalez, Health Director, reported that over 3,000 tests have been 
conducted in Webb County for COVID-19; 424 of those tests have been confirmed 
positive for the virus with more expected in the future despite a decline in the number of 
confirmed cases since the onset of the pandemic. Protective measures such as social 
distancing and face coverings are still necessary, especially among members of the 
community who will be leaving home to perform any of their essential functions to wash 
their hands thoroughly, wipe the handles of shopping carts, maintain social distance 
inside the store, wipe down any payment machines if they are paying with a credit card, 
and to wash their hands again when they return home in addition to their fruits and 
vegetables before storage or consumption.  
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, stated that new contact tracing 
technology is forthcoming, which can aid the City’s monitoring of the virus. It is a joint 
application from Google and Apple and is in the first phase of its release to the public. 
Users can opt in voluntarily and install a public health app from their local authority. It 
can notify the user or others who had close contact with someone who tested positive 
for COVID-19 so that they can be informed or tested. The current tracing contact 
methods are still valuable and are not to be replaced by this technology; the app is to 
supplement current methods. 
 
Joe Baeza of the Police Department reported that officers checked 161 parks and 235 
businesses; one citation was issued for curfew violation yesterday. Police received 10 
complaint calls and 10 inquiries for a total of 417 contacts made regarding COVID-19. 
He recommended that the public minimize the risk to loved ones that could occur from 
visiting family during Mother’s Day. If someone is planning to visit the local cemeteries 
to visit the gravesides of their loved ones, he noted that there will be certain restrictions 
and guidelines in place to promote public health and safety.  
 
Alyssa Castillon, Assistant City Attorney, noted that weddings are included as an 
essential service or reopened service, making them allowed during curfew hours. 
Investigator Baeza confirmed that these additional services were implemented in the 
Department last night, and all officers are aware that weddings are allowable during 
curfew hours. He confirmed that the two women who were arrested for conducting their 
salon services out of their home were no longer in confinement when the Governor 
mandated their release; they went through the processing phase at the local county jail 
and were released within a few hours of their initial detainment. Officers were enforcing 
what was abundantly within their authority by the Governor’s decree and have cited 
Section 418 regarding law enforcement’s ability to detain an offender. Several factors 
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played a part in these individuals’ detainment; first, officers received an anonymous 
complaint from a concerned citizen regarding the women’s activities. The complaint was 
verified by law enforcement as these women were advertising their services on social 
media. He noted that these two women were not even licensed beauticians and were 
not legally allowed to operate their services as they did not have a license or permit. 
These professions have health issues and risks, making a license or permit (and the 
associated training) essential to operate such a business in the state of Texas.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez noted that officials are still conducting the survey and had a sample of 400 
individuals. Some of the respondents do not want to get tested, so they are eliminated 
from the study as it is on a voluntary basis only. Officials have tested close to 100 
individuals; testing continues, but the target is now asymptomatic persons, healthcare 
professionals, caregivers, vulnerable groups (particularly the elderly), employees of the 
businesses that are opening, long-term care facilities, and similar agencies. Most 
restaurants have not reopened their dining areas; they are continuing to use curbside 
pick-up, takeout, drive-through, and delivery. He reported that of the 17 patients 
hospitalized for COVID-19 at this time, nine are in the ICU of both hospitals.  
 
Investigator Baeza confirmed that a permit is not required for the “vehicle parades” that 
drive by a house for a special occasion such as a birthday; those vehicle lines are 
usually small and are over within a few minutes. Vehicle parades have not been an 
issue in the community. He asked anyone planning a vehicle parade to simply keep it as 
short as possible to prevent blocking traffic, which will result in an issue to be addressed 
by law enforcement.  
 
Dr. Treviño noted that officials are still discussing the need for a third hospital in case of 
a resurgence of COVID-19 cases in conjunction with seasonal flu in the fall; officials will 
reevaluate this need if that situation becomes evident. At this time, there is no need for 
a third hospital. He clarified that the monoclonal antibody treatment is not the same 
thing as a vaccine; antibodies created by a person who has gone through the disease 
can be cloned and provided to new patients as a treatment. He reminded the 
community that all of the gains made locally and nationally will be lost if the community 
does not continue to responsibly follow the prevention methods that have been 
established. Studies are being conducted on how long antibodies last in a body, but that 
information is not known to a degree of certainty. Preliminary studies show that the virus 
acts similarly to the influenza virus, but many uncertainties still exist. The reason that a 
vaccine is needed every year for the flu is because the virus mutates, making antibodies 
and previous vaccines ineffective. Officials do not know how soon the COVID-19 virus 
will mutate. Some studies show that the COVID-19 virus is already mutating, though not 
to a significant degree.  
 
Mr. Benavides announced that this media briefing is the fiftieth consecutive briefing to 
inform the public and media of Laredo and Webb County’s COVID-19 standings. The 
Governor’s orders have reopened many issues, to which officials have been quick to 
address for the media. Mr. Benavides noted that the media briefings will now be held on 
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Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays rather than every single day. Staff and officials will 
still be available via email and telephone to answer any questions from the media.  


