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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

MAY 13, 2020 
 
Steve Landin, Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, noted that the 
number of COVID-19 cases in the area look stable; however, the State of Texas has 
reopened more businesses recently, which may affect those numbers in the near future. 
He urged the community to continue practicing the safety precautions such as masks 
and social distancing in order to prevent the further spread of infection.  
 
Dr. Hector Gonzalez, Health Director, reported that in addition to the reduction of 
positive cases, officials observe a reduction in the onset of symptoms in general. Over 
the last 14 days, nobody has reported for testing with symptoms and been confirmed as 
positive. All preventative recommendations are encouraged because it is too early to 
make any decisions regarding the relaxing of those measures. Today, Laredo Medical 
Center will receive 40 vials of the antiviral Remdesivir for COVID-19 treatment. Clinical 
trials will occur simultaneously to the use of Remdesivir at this time.  
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, reported that there are no 
COVID-19 infections to-date in Laredo’s nursing homes, though this situation could 
change at any time. Laredo continues to lead state and national standards for testing. 
He explained that recent studies at Johns Hopkins show that there may be biological 
and genetic roots to COVID-19, which may explain why men are twice as likely to be 
hospitalized or die from the virus than women. Women may be better able to fight off 
this infection because they have two X chromosomes with immune response genes as 
opposed to men who only have one X chromosome.  
 
Joe Baeza of the Police Department reported that officers checked 73 parks and 75 
businesses and investigated one claim of price gouging; no citations were issued over 
the past few days. Police received seven complaint calls and six inquiries for a total of 
162 contacts made regarding COVID-19.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz reported that a protest occurred on the southern steps of City Hall 
earlier today, voicing his opinion that the protest was more political in nature than first 
assumed. He noted his support of the public’s First Amendment right to freedom of 
speech and protest. Many of the protesters expressed offense at being considered 
“non-essential” businesses; Mayor Saenz clarified that this term was not coined locally 
but rather stemmed from federal guidelines and the Governor’s orders. The City’s order 
reflects the Governor’s order and systemically contains the Governor’s language along 
with local guidelines that have advised officials and law enforcement in their actions 
throughout this pandemic response. Regarding the two local women who were arrested 
for operating their aesthetician businesses at a time when such businesses were 
prohibited, Mayor Saenz reminded the media and public that the mere fact of 
detainment does not make a party guilty; they are still granted due process. He noted 
that among all of the inalienable rights belonging to a person, life comes before liberty. 
Officials and community members must do what they can for the common good.  
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Tano Tijerina, Webb County Judge, shared his empathy for the protesters who are 
frustrated and concerned at this time, noting that the public is struggling with economic 
and business concerns. Community members have to take care of themselves 
physically, and officials must exercise caution and safety as they reopen the area to 
take care of everyone and not just some. Webb County is already projecting an $11 
million shortfall during this year; he will not advise any tax increases.  
 
Dr. Treviño stated that he and his advisory task force give their medical advice to 
protect the public health. Many components about this virus are still unknown; without 
vaccines or treatments for the virus at this time leaves only the prevention methods in 
an abundance of caution. Dr. Gonzalez added that the more information that becomes 
available will help the medical community provide better recommendations to officials.  
 
Rafael Benavides, Public Information Officer, reminded the community that if the goal is 
to prevent another person from getting sick, then the measures in place by local officials 
are the best way to achieve that goal. Dr. Gonzalez noted that testing is ongoing and is 
more inclusive to more members of the community; he commended local testing 
methods and turnaround.  
 
Investigator Baeza responded to comments from protestors that the police officers used 
excessive force when arresting the two salon workers, noting that the Governor’s 
decree gave law enforcement the ability to make assessments as needed to combat 
fluid and evolving issues concerning COVID-19. Police officers also had authority from 
the City of Laredo to ensure that potential spread of the virus in the community were 
minimized and stabilized to prevent an outbreak. The arresting officers did their level-
headed best to address the issue at the time, which has not been experienced before in 
the community in this or the previous lifetime. He voiced exception to the claims that the 
Police Department are communist, noting that the Department is committing to serving 
its community and treasures the public’s trust. Mr. Benavides added that the Governor’s 
order was changed after the two salon workers were arrested and after Shelly Luther 
appeared in court. At the time of the arrest, police officers were following the Governor’s 
orders. Investigator Baeza noted that there are considerable issues with the cosmetic 
industry’s potential for spreading the virus at this time that must be considered and not 
taken for granted.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez explained that there are several guidelines from the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) as well as the Institute of Health regarding testing 
methods and prevention methods; these serve the City’s and medical community’s 
strategy for mitigating the spread of the virus at this time. New tests are being approved 
and researched every day; officials welcome those new tests if approved as they will 
help increase the community’s testing capacity.  
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, confirmed that the protest at City Hall is allowable under 
the law and welcome as an expression of free speech to citizens. However, the 
criticisms of local law enforcement were inappropriate as officers’ actions were the 
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result of policy decisions and not the overexertion of power by any entities or parties. If 
any policy decisions resulted in any overstepping, that fault does not lie with the Police 
Department. He commended the Police Department during National Police Week for 
risking their health and safety to assist and serve the community. He voiced his support 
of local officers and noted that they are utilizing their discretion within the bounds of 
their authority.  


