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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

MAY 15, 2020 
 
Steve Landin, Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, noted that the 
community appears to have peaked already in positive COVID-19 cases; though officials 
expected a spike in cases after the Easter weekend, it has not happened. Officials are 
still monitoring the city and county for spikes as a result of the reopening of Texas. Based 
on observations, the COVID-19 situation seems to have stabilized in Laredo. None of the 
fire stations have experienced any contaminations; he clarified that though the situation 
appears to have stabilized, there may still be spikes of positive cases in the future. Chief 
Landin recalled that in February 2020, the Fire Department held a press conference 
regarding its improved ISO rating for the community; at that time, he had announced his 
intentions to retire very soon (around April 2, 2020, the 30th anniversary of his service to 
the City of Laredo). However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, he changed his plans to 
continue serving the City throughout this crisis until it stabilized. After speaking with the 
medical authorities and feeling confident in the community’s situation, he announced his 
retirement effective today at 5:00 p.m.; he noted his pride and gratitude in serving the City 
through multiple disasters and emergencies, stating that the Department and officials he 
leaves behind are more than capable of maintaining the organization through the rest of 
this pandemic. Ramiro Elizondo will serve as the Interim Fire Chief and Emergency 
Management Coordinator until a permanent replacement is appointed. Chief Landin 
thanked Mayor Pete Saenz and the Laredo City Council for their continued support, Mr. 
Robert Eads for his steadfast and solid approach in managing this incident, and Deputy 
City Manager Rosario Cabello for her guidance and leadership. He commended his fellow 
Department Directors for their hard work; he recognized his wife and children for their 
unwavering support and patience throughout his years of service to the community. Chief 
Landin shared his well wishes to all of his firefighters and fellow City employees.  
 
Ramiro Elizondo, Interim Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, noted that 
he has big shoes to fill but voiced his enthusiasm to help the community move forward 
through the pandemic. Mayor Pete Saenz thanked Chief Landin for his years of service, 
commending his professionalism and leadership. Robert Eads, City Manager, thanked 
Chief Landin for his service and for dedicating so much of his life to this calling. He 
welcomed Chief Elizondo to his new, interim position and encouraged the City and 
community to continue moving forward with this new development.  
 
Rafael Benavides, Public Information Officer, added his commendations and well wishes 
to Chief Landin, noting that the emergency management team have benefitted from his 
leadership during such as a stressful and challenging time.  
 
Dr. Hector Gonzalez, Health Director, wished Chief Landin all the best in his retirement; 
he reported that as the City tests more, there will be more positive results. The number 
of positive cases are from tests taken 14 days ago, meaning that multiple positive cases 
being reported do not necessarily correlate to a spike in cases. He urged community 
members to take the recommended precautions right away rather than waiting for the 
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results of their tests. He reminded the media that the Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) released new guidelines for children, which Dr. Victor Treviño shared 
yesterday. These guidelines were discussed by the medical task force and are being 
shared with community doctors regarding Kawasaki Syndrome or Multisystem 
Inflammatory Syndrome in Children. Thankfully, this syndrome has not been seen in 
Laredo despite 25 children testing positive for the virus in the community. These 
adolescents are being monitored to ensured that they recover well from the virus and do 
not develop any symptoms of the syndrome. The CDC also updated their guidelines for 
the medical community regarding patient care management for COVID-19-positive 
patients; these guidelines are also being shared with medical professionals.  
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, thanked Chief Landin for his 
years of service and for the guidance that he provided to the medical task force. He 
recalled that medical professionals initially thought that COVID-19 was travel-related, 
then thought that it was only attacking the elderly community and finally thought that the 
impact of the virus on children was minimal. On Monday, he provided an update to the 
media of the Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children; to-date, 15 states have 
reported cases of this syndrome with 150 cases and three deaths. The CDC released an 
advisory warning with symptoms of this syndrome: persistent fever, inflammation, and 
loss of function in one or more organ. Other symptoms are similar to toxic shock. The 
diagnostic parameters include an individual that is under 21 years of age with fever and 
evidence of inflammation. An unclear diagnosis at the time of examination by a physician 
is another criterion; tests for this syndrome can be performed through serology, antigen, 
and COVID-19 testing. Fever above 101 degrees Fahrenheit for more than 24 hours is 
another indicator. Dr. Treviño reported that on May 14, 2020, the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) alerted the public to early data suggesting a potentially inaccurate 
result from using the point of care test for rapid COVID-19 testing; specifically, this test 
may return false negatives. This means that it can still be used to ratify positive results, 
but negative results may not be accurate or reliable.  
 
Joe Baeza of the Police Department congratulated Chief Landin on his retirement and 
reported that officers have not issued any citations over the past few days related to 
COVID-19. He reminded the public to continue following the recommendations of officials 
and medical professionals as the City and state move toward the new phase of the 
COVID-19 response.  
 
Mara Mendez of the Webb County Judge’s Office shared the office’s well wishes to Chief 
Landin in light of his retirement announcement and welcomed Chief Elizondo on his 
interim appointment.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez noted that the Governor set up guides for new businesses opening up; 
health officials have been telling all businesses to do a complete sanitation and wipe-
down cleaning procedure before opening up for public use. While 25% occupancy and 
other requirements are already part of the Governor’s order, he recommended that 
businesses screen users or customers as well as employees for fever and other 
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symptoms before they enter the facilities, to which Valeria Reyes of the City Attorney’s 
Office agreed.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez noted that many in the business community have been taking the 
recommendations and sanitation guidelines for their businesses very seriously during 
their reopening. Many are enforcing social distancing, masks, and hygiene precautions 
as a condition of receiving goods or services. He commended these entities for their 
dedication to practicing the best precautionary measures.  
 
Dr. Treviño clarified that there are no Kawasaki cases under investigations in Laredo; at 
this point, there have been no cases in Texas. Dr. Gonzalez added that more information 
is becoming available, and the medical advisory team is advising healthcare professionals 
as it develops.  
 
Mr. Benavides noted that there is not a Council agenda item regarding the City’s curfew.  


