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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

MAY 18, 2020 
 
Richard Chamberlain, Assistant Health Director for Programs and Services, reminded 
the public that even with the gradual return to full capacity in the City’s businesses and 
facilities, everyone must do their part to ensure to prevent the spread of infectious 
diseases like COVID-19 by practicing social distancing, proper hand washing, wearing 
face coverings and disposing of them appropriately, and staying home when they feel 
sick or after a known exposure to a positive case. He reported that 4,137 people have 
been tested for COVID-19 to-date; 2,879 of those people were found negative for the 
virus with 479 positive cases. There are still 779 tests pending results; 285 individuals 
have already recovered from the virus while 18 have passed away. Currently, 14 
individuals are hospitalized due to COVID-19.  
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, expressed his condolences for 
the patients who have lost their lives to this virus. As of Thursday, May 14, doctors have 
been investigating cases in at least 150 children in at least 18 states and Washington 
D.C. for Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children (MISC); most of these cases 
are occurring in New York. On Friday, the World Health Organization issued a global 
health alert about this inflammatory condition affecting children. On Saturday, May 16, 
there were at least 220 possible positive cases of the syndrome across 20 states and 
Washington, D.C., with more than 100 cases and three deaths in New York. Children 
are reporting with MISC symptoms about four to six weeks after the peak of infection, 
meaning that the syndrome presents much later than the COVID-19 virus in 
symptomatic or asymptomatic children. Governor Greg Abbott issued an executive 
order mandating a 14-day self-quarantine for individuals traveling to Texas as their final 
destination from the following places: New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, California, 
Washington, Atlanta (Georgia), Chicago (Illinois), Detroit (Michigan), and Miami 
(Florida). Exemptions include people with commercial activity, military service, 
emergency response, health response, or critical infrastructure functions.  
 
Joe Baeza of the Police Department reported that officers checked 366 parks and 263 
businesses and performed no price gouging investigations; one citation was issued for a 
curfew violation. The Department received 27 complaint calls and 20 inquiries for a total 
of 677 contacts made related to COVID-19. He noted that it is too early for the 
community to assume that they can return to normal activity, encouraging the public to 
heed the Health Department’s recommendations of face masks and social distancing.  
 
Tano Tijerina, Webb County Judge, expressed his condolences to the recently 
deceased COVID-19 victim. He encouraged the public to stay healthy and adhere to the 
local and state orders.  
 
Dr. Treviño confirmed that all of his patients at Retama West have been tested for 
COVID-19 by a private lab. The rest of the tests must be conducted through the Health 
Department. Ramiro Elizondo, Interim Fire Chief and Emergency Management 
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Coordinator, stated that the Laredo Fire Department will assist the Health Department 
with testing nursing home residents; this has been mandated by the Governor. He 
estimated that this testing will be completed soon as many of the residents and staff 
members have already been tested.  
 
Dr. Treviño noted that the sanitation and social distancing measures have helped 
Laredo keep the spread of the virus in relative control; he clarified that the Health 
Department leads the charge in acquiring and distributing Remdesivir for the treatment 
of COVID-19, noting that more will be obtained in the future. It is too early to know how 
the patients who have started Remdesivir treatment are doing, but their primary care 
physicians will be better able to answer the question on those patients’ progress. One 
He explained that there are certain questions that are asked when determining if a child 
has MISC; first, the question is asked if that child had COVID-19 confirmed. The main 
test for MISC is immunoglobulin testing if the child had a COVID diagnosis; otherwise, 
the physician will use clinical criteria and judgment to see if the child meets the 
conditions of MISC as previously described.  
 
Dr. Gonzalez could not confirm that people have been turned away at the port of entry if 
they display COVID-19 symptoms; he noted that surveillance has increased on both 
sides of the border. Appropriate measures will be taken to coordinate with Mexican 
health authorities to return any individuals who are symptomatic if the event arises. The 
process is being established but has not come up to-date. He reminded the media that 
many of the pending test results are test samples that were taken by the Texas National 
Guard, which has a slower turnaround time than the City. \ 
 
Dr. Treviño noted that even though the Governor mandates the reopening of new 
businesses every week, City officials still have the same recommendations for safety 
and sanitation. The two objectives can happen simultaneously, and the willingness of 
the community to continue performing the recommended measures is critical to 
reopening the city with minimal spread of the virus.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz thanked the media for their accurate reporting of the situation, 
adding that Customs and Border Protection are expected to make an announcement 
regarding bridge restrictions later today. He voiced his understanding of some citizens 
feeling like they are unable to express their liberties at this time, and he noted his 
anticipation of Governor Abbott’s forthcoming announcement which will set the tone for 
Laredo’s next direction. He reminded the media of today’s City Council meeting, which 
will likely touch on this topic.  


