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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

MAY 20, 2020 
 
Richard Chamberlain, Assistant Health Director for Programs and Services, reported 
that from April 19 to May 5, 2020, the City confirmed 129 positive cases of COVID-19; 
of those cases, 24 were community-acquired and 96 were the result of exposure to a 
positive person. In the 15 days after the Governor’s initial reopening orders (from May 5 
to May 20, the City confirmed 98 cases of COVID-19; of those cases, 19 have been 
found to be community-acquired while 69 were the result of exposure to a positive 
person. He emphasized that the decrease in cases being observed are a result of 
officials and community members working harder to practice the best preventative 
measures like social distancing, wearing face masks, washing hands thoroughly and 
frequently, and staying home when feeling ill or following suspected exposure to a 
positive case. Mr. Chamberlain reported that to-date, the City has tested 4,312 
individuals for COVID-19 with 2,996 negative and 498 positive cases; 818 tests are still 
pending results. Of the pending cases, 273 are from the National Army Guard that will 
be confirmed in the next couple of days. Several of the tests are older than 15 days, 
meaning that they are reclassified as presumptive negatives at this point. However, 
when they are confirmed, they will be added to the official counts; therefore, he reported 
an adjusted number of pending cases to be 445. Of the positive cases, 301 individuals 
have recovered, and there have been 18 fatalities. He shared his condolences and 
respect to the family members of the recently-deceased. Currently, 15 individuals are 
hospitalized for COVID-19 treatment. Today was the first day of a new district-by-district 
testing site effort at the El Eden Recreation Center, where 45 individuals were tested in 
District I. Mobile testing sites will be in operation from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.; appointments 
are not needed for testing.  
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, reminded the media nad 
public on the importance of Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children (MIS-C) 
awareness and vigilance. This syndrome was first noticed in New York and appeared to 
be localized, but now over 15 states are reporting over 220 cases with some deaths of 
children as a perceived result of COVID-19.  
 
Joe Baeza of the Police Department noted the Department’s focus on the gradual 
phasing back to a normal routine for the community. Officers are ensuring that everyone 
is following the safety recommendations that have been put in place already; the 
scientific findings show that this pandemic is not over yet, so he encouraged the public 
to maintain safety measures and preventative measures.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz reported that he would sign the amended order later this afternoon; 
the extension of border bridge restrictions is a tough pill to swallow by the community 
but must be followed. Border communities depend heavily on Mexican shoppers, 
neighbors, and friends; Mexico is currently undergoing their peak of virus transmission.  
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Dr. Treviño reminded the media of the symptoms of MIS-C and the fact that the 
symptoms do not fit the criteria of other diagnoses, which may help healthcare 
professionals with their examinations of children presenting these symptoms. He noted 
that he has been communicating with education professionals who are preparing their 
reopening or graduation operations in accordance with guidelines from the Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Council recently passed action to provide Wi-Fi 
services for students for their school needs in the event of continued home-based 
education.  
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, reported that sales tax percentage change compared to 
other years represents -7% for the City, which translates to over $500,000 in revenues 
that will not be realized and $65,000 less for the year. April hotel/motel occupancy 
reports show more occupancy than expected at about 40% opposed to under the 
estimated 30%. The average daily hotel right fell to about $68-69 per night and 
remained consistent throughout April. The continual closure of non-essential travel at 
the borders will have an impact on occupancy and sales tax revenues into May and 
June, as well. Mr. Eads noted that other cities’ occupancy rates suffered more than 
Laredo did, showing that the community’s trade industry has been somewhat insulated 
in comparison.  
 
Dr. Treviño noted that a robust influenza vaccination program should be prioritized this 
year to help prevent mass infections of the flu that will likely coincide with a second 
wave of COVID-19 in the fall. The state of Texas has seen more positive tests because 
of either more testing or the phased reopening of businesses as directed by Governor 
Abbott.  
 
Investigator Baeza noted that the Police Department does not anticipate any issues with 
reopening bars at this time. They will be monitored in the same manner as other 
businesses and establishments. Many bar owners are cognizant of their responsibilities 
and do not wish to risk their state licenses and permits.  
 
Dr. Treviño reported that Laredo Medical Center received 40 vials of Remdesivir, which 
can treat about eight to 10 patients due to the dosage. The hospital is still waiting for 
more vials of the drug to treat more patients. Requests have been made from Doctors 
Hospital, as well.  
 
Mr. Chamberlain reminded the media that classically, agencies do not have to report 
their negative results to the City or state but must report positives. Officials will be 
reminded their testing partners that negative results must be reported to the City as well 
in light of a recent governmental order. This is specific to COVID-19 test results. While 
the pending results are a mixture of private and public, they are mostly private given the 
rapid turnaround time for City testing.  
 
Aileen Ramos, Convention & Visitors Bureau Director, confirmed that Laredo’s trade 
industry has helped buffer some of the revenue losses in the community. At this point, 
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staff expects the hotel occupancy rate to hover around the low 40-percentile until 
Mexican visitors are able to return to Laredo.  
 
Mara Mendez of the Webb County Judge’s Office noted that the County is exploring all 
options to allow the public to safely execute their constitutional right to vote while 
minimizing the potential for fraud associated with mail-in ballots. There is an item on the 
upcoming Commissioner’s Court meeting agenda (Tuesday, May 26, 2020) to discuss 
voting sites as well as provisions to be made for the COVID-19 situation.  
 
Valeria Reyes, Assistant City Attorney, explained that the 25% capacity for bars only 
pertains to the area indoors; patios do not have a capacity limit as long as there is social 
distancing between patrons and tables.  
 
Mr. Eads reminded the public that the City is still offering its utilities relief program, 
which can be found at the City’s website or by calling the Utilities Department or 3-1-1. 
Anyone who needs assistance with their utilities accounts due to loss of livelihood as a 
result of COVID-19 can receive up to $125 discounted from their monthly utility bill. The 
City committed $4.5 million to the community, and there are still funds available at this 
time.  


