
1 
 

CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

MAY 22, 2020 
 
Ramiro Elizondo, Interim Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, reported 
that the City is still conducting its testing of the community’s nursing home residents and 
caregivers with the help of the Health Department; testing should be completed later this 
afternoon.  
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, stated that there are still no 
positive cases of COVID-19 infection among Laredo’s nursing home population. In 36 
states, over 40% of COVID-related deaths are connected to nursing homes. There are 
now five cases of Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children (MIS-C) in the United 
States, including Texas. While COVID-19 is contagious, MIS-C is not. Children are still 
not considered a vulnerable group because it is not being seen in overwhelming numbers. 
As a doctor and the City’s health authority, he reminded parents to be mindful and teach 
their children about face masks and social distancing when out in public settings.  
 
Joe Baeza of the Police Department noted that with bars reopening and the long Memorial 
Day weekend forthcoming, the Police Department wants to ensure that community 
members are being safe. He confirmed that there will be a strong police presence to 
ensure that bars are reopening in compliance with state restrictions and guidelines. He 
reminded the public to designate a sober driver if their weekend plans include drinking 
alcohol. Regarding eight-liner businesses, also known as maquinitas, the Governor’s 
order states that no interactive machine of amusement, such as an eight-liner or arcade 
game, can be operated in a place where multiple people can interact with the machine. 
This means that arcades and amusement redemption establishments are to remain 
closed until further notice.  
 
Richard Chamberlain, Assistant Health Director for Programs and Services, reported that 
4,475 individuals have been tested for COVID-19 to-date; 3,120 of those tests have been 
confirmed negative with 502 positive cases. The City is pending 853 tests, of which 273 
are from the National Guard that should be confirmed soon. Of the confirmed cases, 306 
individuals have already recovered, and 18 have passed away; 14 people are currently 
hospitalized. He noted that the next COVID-19 mobile clinic will be in District III at 
Slaughter Park (202 N. Stone) on Wednesday, June 3, from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.  
 
Tano Tijerina, Webb County Judge, remembered fallen soldiers and their family members 
in light of Memorial Day, noting his gratitude for their service and sacrifice for the country’s 
freedom. Webb County will hold COVID-19 testing over the next couple of weekends in 
May; locations will be available on the County’s website. Judge Tijerina noted his 
understanding that COVID relief funds were supposed to be allocated to cities and 
counties across the state, but it appears that Webb County will only receive $37,000 when 
the calculations show that they should receive around $3 million. He assured the media 
and public that if this information is true he will protest the allocation as it is grossly 
insufficient.  
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Robert Eads, City Manager, noted that City Council has an item on the Special Council 
meeting agenda that speaks specifically to the issue raised by Judge Tijerina. The 
meeting is also being held to discuss extending the City’s emergency order and 
declaration through the end of June. While larger cities are being allocated amounts that 
equate to $150 per person in their population, Laredo appears to being allocated what 
equates to $55 per person. He noted his exception to this treatment, adding that Laredo 
should be seeing a return on their investments of at least $48 million. Currently, the City’s 
apportionment is about $14.8-$15 million. The City sees this as an injustice to the 
community while other cities are going to be able to inject their funds into recovery efforts 
while Laredo will continue to struggle. While the Heroes Act was passed by Congress, it 
is currently stuck in the Senate for some rider issues; the Act needs to be amended if it 
is going to pass through the Senate. This Act appears to make these affected 
communities whole again since legislators saw the gap that was left to smaller cities and 
municipalities as a result of the CARES Act.  
 
Dr. Treviño noted that officials are still investigating the case of a child that was transferred 
to Driscoll as a potential victim of MIS-C; he did not have a definite diagnosis to report. 
He noted that he investigated an additional patient in his practice who tested negative for 
COVID-19, but this does not preclude the patient from eventually developing MIS-C.  
 
Investigator Baeza noted that the guidelines and restrictions in place for bars reopening 
are lengthy in nature; individuals will not be able to place their orders at the bar but must 
order at their table. Tables will not be able to be joined or moved, and wandering will not 
be permitted, to name a few restrictions. This is indicative of the gradual return to normal.  


