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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

MAY 27, 2020 
 
Ramiro Elizondo, Interim Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, offered 
his condolences to the family members of the most recent casualty of COVID-19 in the 
community. The Governor’s next phase of reopening kicked off over a long weekend, 
which is causing some concern for officials that the community will experience a spike in 
confirmed COVID cases. He reminded the public that the COVID-19 virus has not been 
contained, noting the importance of continued safeguarding measure compliance. Chief 
Elizondo stated that the nursing home tests have been completed, and there was only 
one case of COVID-19 found among the nursing home population.  
 
Richard Chamberlain, Assistant Health Director for Programs and Services, reported 
that 4,741 individuals have been tested for COVID-19 to-date; 3,504 of those tests have 
been confirmed negative with 524 positive cases. The City is pending 713 tests; the City 
received all of its pending test results from the National Guard over the weekend. Of the 
confirmed cases, 348 individuals have already recovered, and 19 have passed away; 
16 people are currently hospitalized. He offered his condolences to the loved ones of 
the recently deceased and noted that Laredo’s case numbers are so low because the 
community has taken preventative measures so seriously, such as social distancing, 
covering of the face, hand washing, and staying home if feeling ill or after suspected 
exposure to a positive case.  
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, shared his condolences in 
light of the recently deceased and offered his prayers for the survivors of this virus in 
additional to essential workers, especially healthcare workers. He reported a trending 
down of the community, disclaiming that officials have only tested 2% of the population 
to-date. The positive rate of Laredo is now at 11%, calculated based on the number of 
positive tests divided by the number of tests taken minus pending cases. This is a 
downward trend from a percentage in the mid-20s just a few weeks ago. Hospital 
admissions are also down. These numbers are a result of the responsible actions of the 
majority of the community following the emergency orders. Dr. Treviño clarified that the 
city is not out of this situation yet; without a vaccine or widely-available diagnostic 
testing, officials still do not know how many people in the community truly have the 
virus, particularly those most vulnerable. Antibody testing can be erroneous and is not 
being used for diagnosis; antibody testing is being used for follow-up studies. These 
tests need more time before they can be perfected. He urged the public to continue the 
recommended preventative measures that have so far kept the majority of the 
community out of harm’s way.  
 
Joe Baeza of the Police Department reported that over the long Memorial Day 
weekend, several establishments reopened as allowed by the Governor, including bars 
and night clubs. The Department saw a relatively calm and tranquil weekend; five DWIs 
were issued, which was less than expected for a three-day weekend with bars being 
open for business. He noted that the media and members of the community have 
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voiced concerns over rising domestic violence issues during the COVID-19 pandemic; 
he stated that the Department does not have statistics to support that domestic violence 
has increased as a result of the pandemic, though officers are cognizant of the fact that 
these incidents may be underreported since the victim is locked indoors with their 
abuser and isolated from the people or resources that can help them. He informed the 
public that anyone who is or knows someone in an abusive relationship to know that 
citizens can text with 9-1-1 if they are fearful of their abuser overhearing a telephone 
call. The Police Department can also be reached through their LPD app or social media; 
however, he highly recommended calling 9-1-1 as the telephone lines are monitored 
24/7.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz also offered his condolences to the loved ones of the recent COVID-
19 casualty. He reported that City Council met last night and extended the emergency 
declaration and order through June 30, 2020. Council also discussed the issue 
regarding the state of Texas’s allocation of federal monies to cities and counties; 
Council voted to create a coalition with similar-sized communities to petition the 
Governor for more funding. The Governor’s Office kept a significant portion of those 
federal monies. He voiced his hope that the City will be able to secure a correction to 
this disparity. Mayor Saenz reminded the public to continue the preventative measures 
as recommended already and noted that the City continues to follow the Governor’s 
orders. He commended the community members who have been following these 
directives as well as officials and Council who have worked diligently to keep citizens as 
safe as possible.  
 
Mr. Chamberlain confirmed that the City has completed all nursing home testing; there 
are still some samples pending but there were overwhelmingly negative results. He 
confirmed that one individual was confirmed positive for COVID-19. Dr. Treviño clarified 
that the one positive test was an applicant who was testing so that they could begin 
working in a nursing home. This person was not able to start working as a result of their 
positive result. Because of the City’s measures that were implemented in nursing 
homes, officials were able to detect this applicant and prevent any further exposure to 
nursing home residents and caregivers.  
 
Dr. Treviño stated that the child who was transferred to Driscoll and suspected of having 
Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children (MIS-C) could not have a diagnosis 
confirmed because of the amount of time that had passed; he noted that certain privacy 
concerns also preclude any further disclosures. He reminded the public that many of 
these cases are undiagnosed because the symptoms do not fit any criteria to any 
illness; it is possible that MIS-C has been around for longer than officials initially 
expected, they have not previously been associated with COVID-19. The second local 
case that showed symptoms consistent with MIS-C tested negative for COVID-19; 
however, this does not remove the possibility that the child had COVID-19 or has MIS-C 
now. Though they are not positively diagnostic, officials are following up with clinical 
judgment and antibody tests.  
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Rafael Benavides, Public Information Officer, stated that the emergency declaration and 
order have not been changed during last night’s City Council meeting; they were simply 
extended through June 30. Valeria Reyes, Assistant City Attorney, agreed and noted 
that the same restrictions are in place; the curfew is only for minors. If there are any 
changes to the order to comply with any future Governor’s orders, those will be made.  
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, confirmed that Council decided last night, for health and 
safety reasons, that City pools and recreation centers will remain closed through the 
entirety of summer. With summer already upon the community, the City would have had 
to hire its crews and lifeguards already to accompany visitors to pools and recreation 
centers; staff is not comfortable with these facilities’ abilities to maintain health and 
safety measures to combat COVID-19 at this time, leading them to the recommendation 
to remain closed. The expected $15 million that the City stands to receive from the state 
will be used to reimburse qualifying expenses that the City incurred as well as recovery 
efforts.  
 
Mr. Benavides informed the public and media that Thursday, May 28, officials will have 
a Facebook Live question and answer session at 2:00 p.m. 


