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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

JUNE 1, 2020 
 
Ramiro Elizondo, Interim Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, noted 
that there were not very many positive COVID-19 cases confirmed over the weekend. 
He encouraged the community to continue safeguarding practices.  
 
Richard Chamberlain, Assistant Health Director for Programs and Services, reported 
that 5,209 individuals have been tested for COVID-19 to-date; 3,808 of those tests have 
been confirmed negative with 551 positive cases. The City is pending 850 tests. Of the 
confirmed cases, 397 individuals have already recovered, and 19 have passed away; 
13 people are currently hospitalized. This week, District III will have a COVID-19 mobile 
testing clinic at Slaughter Park on Wednesday, June 3, from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. District 
IV will have a testing clinic at San Luis Rey Church on 3502 Sanders Avenue on 
Thursday, June 4, from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. He clarified that the District IV clinic was 
moved from Sanchez-Ochoa Park due to parking concerns.  
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, stated that the hospital 
admissions and intensive care admissions for COVID-19 are trending downwards. On 
Tuesday, two additional patients were treated with the antiviral drug Remdesivir, which 
has been allocated to both hospitals. These are all positive signs for the community as 
everyone continues to follow federal and local health and safety guidelines. Nursing 
homes continue to have no positive COVID-19 cases as of today. He noted that officials 
were informed that at least eight children in Houston hospitals have been diagnosed 
with Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children (MIS-C), an inflammatory 
syndrome that appears to be affecting children following COVID-19 infection or 
exposure. Last week, the state of Louisiana reported its first MIS-C death; the Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has posted guidelines for parents on its website 
regarding children interacting with the public.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz noted his appreciation of the improving COVID-19 situation in the 
community as well as the lack of positive cases in local nursing homes; he added his 
concern for the growing situation in Nuevo Laredo and across Mexico at this time.  
 
Tano Tijerina, Webb County Judge, reported that former Fire Chief and Laredo 
Emergency Management Coordinator Steve Landin will now serve as the Webb County 
Emergency Management Coordinator. Chief Landin voiced his enthusiasm to work with 
Webb County officials to review and amend the emergency management plan as 
needed.  
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, informed the media that he had been contacted by a 
leading health official that manages a healthcare facility commending the City and 
County for their diligence in preventative measures as they are working to keep the 
community safe.  
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Claudio Treviño, Police Chief, confirmed that officers are monitoring the City’s parks as 
its main area of concerns as more facilities and businesses reopen for public use. To-
date, officers have not seen many issues but continue to remain vigilant in monitoring 
areas where people may congregate.  
 
Dr. Treviño stated that avoiding large gatherings and keeping social distance are 
recommended by health officials; with protests occurring locally over the weekend and 
this week for social justice issues, there is a risk of future spikes if participants are 
crowding close together or not wearing face masks. A person positive for COVID-19 can 
infect about five other individuals. A gathering of hundreds of people can result in 
significant transmission of the virus.  
 
Judge Tijerina explained that during the hiring freeze of multiple positions at Webb 
County, the open positions were categorized as essential or non-essential. The 
Emergency Management Coordinator position is certainly considered essential, which is 
why Chief Landin was hired so quickly.  
 
Rafael Benavides, Public Information Officer, clarified that the emergency order 
extension was signed by Mayor Saenz.  
 
Dr. Treviño noted that while all consenting nursing home residents and staff have been 
tested, the results are not confirmed at this time. Mr. Chamberlain added that 942 
nursing home residents and staff were tested; 168 results are still pending as of today. 
Dr. Treviño clarified that cardiovascular symptoms can be seen in COVID-19 deaths, 
but they could be masking respiratory conditions or displayed in conjunction with 
respiratory conditions. Patients being treated with the antiviral drug Remdesivir have 
been found to spend fewer days in the hospital and better improvement than treatment 
without the drug. Dr. Treviño clarified that Remdesivir does not cure all instances of 
COVID-19.  


