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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

JUNE 3, 2020 
 
Ramiro Elizondo, Interim Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, urged 
the public to continue practicing social distancing to minimize the anticipated second 
wave of COVID-19 during flu season.  
 
Rafael Benavides, Public Information Officer, reported that given the decrease in 
positive COVID-19 cases, the amount of information to report has also thoroughly 
decreased. Therefore, the City will now hold media briefings once a week on 
Wednesday at 12:00 p.m. Officials will also no longer update COVID case numbers 
over the weekend. He clarified that if the situation changes and more frequent briefings 
and updates are needed, the City will respond accordingly without delay.  
 
Richard Chamberlain, Assistant Health Director for Programs and Services, 
emphasized the importance of getting vaccinated before the onset of influenza season. 
Historically, vaccination rates are not very high; he encouraged the public to prepare 
appropriately for the season so that the City’s co-infection rate can be minimized. He 
reported that 5,292 individuals have been tested for COVID-19 to-date; 3,845 of those 
tests have been confirmed negative with 565 positive cases. The City is pending 882 
tests. Of the confirmed cases, 417 individuals have already recovered, and 19 have 
passed away; 14 people are currently hospitalized. District IV will have a testing clinic at 
San Luis Rey Church on 3502 Sanders Avenue on Thursday, June 4, from 9:00 to 
11:00 a.m. District V will have a mobile clinic at Bartlett Soccer Complex, 5911 Thomas 
Avenue, on Monday, June 8, 2020, from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. District VI will have a testing 
clinic at North Central Park at 202 International Boulevard on Wednesday, June 10, 
2020, from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  
 
Mr. Benavidez reminded the public that the City will have a Facebook Live Q&A at 2:00 
p.m. today with the Health Department to answer as many COVID-19 questions as 
possible.  
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, reported that a new case of 
Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children (MIS-C) is being treated in Austin, 
Texas. There are several other suspected cases at the same facility. He urged parents 
to remain diligent and follow the guidelines of the Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) as well as to consult their doctor if their child begins to exhibit 
symptoms of MIS-C. There is a recent travel advisory for those traveling into Nuevo 
Laredo; he cautioned that, unless it is absolutely necessary, traveling back and forth 
between the two communities is not advisable as it may turn the traveler into a human 
vector of COVID-19. The risk of co-infections during flu season will put more strain on 
the healthcare community and facilities. The infection rate has remained relatively 
stable at 12.6%; until there is a vaccine for COVID-19, the goal should not be “returning 
back to normal” but operating within the “new normal,” however temporary it may be. He 
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reiterated the importance of receiving a flu vaccine in preparation of the season this fall. 
Dr. Treviño reminded the community that we are in this crisis together.  
 
Joe Baeza of the Police Department noted that the Department has stepped into a new 
educational phase of the COVID-19 situation; businesses are still being monitored, 
though random complaints have decreased significantly.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz noted that mayors along the state border are in favor of relaxing 
border restrictions; he noted that he has continued to work closely with City officials to 
monitor the situation in the community and across the border. Nuevo Laredo is having a 
difficult time right now with their COVID cases; he asked the community to stay home 
except for essential trips or excursions. A lot can happen in a two-week period, meaning 
that by June 22 the two communities may have new information to inform their 
decisions.  
 
Mr. Chamberlain reported that the Slaughter Park mobile clinic tested more than 50 
individuals; this turnout was a success given the limited amount of supplies at the 
mobile testing clinics. He explained that a “presumptive negative” pending COVID-19 
test is included in the City’s reporting because Texas has a notifiable conditions list that 
all physicians are required to report to their local Health Department if they have any 
suspected or positive cases. COVID-19 is on the notifiable conditions list; only suspect 
and positive cases are required by law to be reported. The City still has pending cases 
that have not been reported to the Health Department based upon the potential that 
they are presumptive positives from a physician that has not yet reported them. Staff is 
following up to confirm those reports, and those results will be listed as presumptive if 
they are 30 days or older.  
 
Dr. Treviño clarified that not all tests from the city’s nursing homes have been received, 
but of the ones confirmed, they are all negative except for that singular case of an 
applicant that was testing to begin work at a nursing home. Mr. Chamberlain added that 
the City is pending 125 test results for nursing home residents and staff. Dr. Treviño 
noted that the children who were suspected of having MIS-C at Driscoll did not have 
any reports confirmed of the syndrome; due to confidentiality issues, officials did not 
receive more information. However, he noted that their conditions were not reported as 
positive MIS-C cases. Officials are already discussing the second anticipated wave of 
COVID-19 during flu season and are commencing protocols.  
 
Mr. Chamberlain confirmed that the City currently has more than 5,000 tests available 
for COVID-19 testing; they are being replenished as needed. While he confirmed that 
first responders among the Fire and Police Department have tested positive for the 
virus, he could not confirm the exact numbers at this time. When the public COVID-19 
survey was first released about six weeks ago, the public had an impressive response 
rate. Due to the decrease of Corona-like illnesses, officials have seen a decline in the 
number of responses over time. However, staff intends to continue using the survey as 
community feedback of Corona-like or influenza-like symptoms that are circulating 
through their homes and neighborhoods. He explained that when the City identifies a 
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homeless individual who has tested positive for COVID-19, officials seek to utilize 
secured locations to isolate and quarantine those individuals.  
 
Dr. Treviño added that homeless COVID-19 patients are admitted to the hospital if they 
are moderately to severely symptomatic. There is a challenge when hospitals are ready 
to discharge these patients because they do not have a stable or secure residence to 
quarantine. They try to coordinate with officials to find a safe and secure location to 
allow these patients to quarantine, but it is a challenging situation. He explained that the 
“new normal” is a change in behavior among community members. When changes 
occur in the world that are catastrophic or taxing to society, all individuals must adapt, 
which is something that we are evolutionarily able to do. Changing our behavior may 
mean continuing with some of the recommended hygienic measures permanently or 
changing the ways in which we make contact with others.  
 
Mr. Benavides agreed to the sentiments of changing our behaviors to reflect a new 
normal, noting that one expert said that the custom of greeting one another with a kiss 
on the cheek may never be a part of normal behavior again.  


