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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

JUNE 10, 2020 
 
Ramiro Elizondo, Interim Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, shared 
his condolences to the family members of the recent 20th COVID-19 casualty. He 
reminded community members not to let their guard down, adding his opinion that the 
increase in virus cases is a result of the reopening of the state. The City is offering 
testing to its employees and the community for free at the Sames Auto Arena from 9:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. from now until Friday, June 12, 2020.  
 
 
Richard Chamberlain, Assistant Health Director for Programs and Services, reported 
that 5,715 individuals have been tested for COVID-19 to-date; 4,358 of those tests have 
been confirmed negative with 652 positive cases. The City is pending 705 tests. Of the 
confirmed cases, 457 individuals have already recovered, and 20 have passed away; 
14 people are currently hospitalized. He shared his condolences for the individual who 
recently succumbed to the virus. There will be a mobile testing clinic at the Barbara 
Fasken Recreation Center on Thursday, June 11, which is a change of location than 
previously reported. It will begin at 8:00 am. due to the weather and will be on a first-
come, first-served basis. The next mobile clinic will be held at the Laredo ISD 
Performing Arts Center parking lot and field on Monday, June 15, 2020, beginning at 
8:00 a.m. Mr. Chamberlain noted that the increased number of positive COVID-19 
cases could be due to several factors, such as the reopening across the state, the 
increased number of tests administered by the City, more referrals for testing, and 
contact tracing that is providing more individuals for testing. The City’s current positivity 
rate at this time is about 13.1%, but over the last 15 days that rate has increased less 
than 1%; the City’s positivity rate is still rather stationary.  
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, reiterated his condolences for 
the recently-deceased victim of COVID-19. He reported that the local nursing homes 
have been very stringent in their preventative measures but confirmed the community’s 
first positive case of the virus. The individual who tested positive was a healthcare 
worker who had tested negative on May 20; they tested positive after a subsequent test 
on June 8. He noted that the responsibility is on every member of the community to 
protect ourselves and our neighbors by following the guidelines and recommendations 
from officials regarding personal hygiene and safety. As the City increases its 
commercial and social activities, the public will continue to see small upticks in positive 
cases. He reported that the medical advisory committee are working with the City’s task 
force to prepare the potential bridge opening on June 21, 2020, as well as preparing for 
children to return to schools in August. This is an ongoing process, and he confirmed 
that he would keep the public informed accordingly. Dr. Treviño reported that officials 
were informed on Monday by the Department of Health & Human Services that 
Remdesivir will ship out by the end of June. A few vaccines for COVID-19 are being 
developed at varying stages.  
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Mayor Pete Saenz offered his condolences, noting that the pandemic is ongoing and 
requires community adaptation to take extra precautions. Despite this, there is still a 
strong movement to reopen the state and borders, which place the responsibility on the 
average citizen to take the necessary precautions to protect themselves and the 
community at large. Tano Tijerina, Webb County Judge, also offered his condolences to 
the family of the recently deceased and reported that Webb County will receive a supply 
of the vaccine for testing as per Dr. Milton Haber. The County and City will work 
together to determine how to administer this vaccine. By Friday morning, officials will 
have more answers for the community. He commended the hospitals and healthcare 
workers for going above and beyond to keep the public safe, noting that low hospital 
admissions for COVID-19 have been a good indicator of containment.  
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, noted that much of the City’s planning for the future 
includes the anticipated second wave of COVID-19 in the fall. Because of the CARES 
Act, the City now has potential, albeit limited, resources to incorporate into this solution 
planning. He explained that the City of Laredo was granted about $15 million in relief 
funds and are carving out a portion of that funding for the second wave of the virus.  
 
Mr. Chamberlain confirmed that the City received all COVID testing results from the 
Texas Military conducted in early May. Of the 14 patients in the hospital, eight are in 
intensive care at this time; about 14% of the positive COVID-19 results have been 
asymptomatic. He would not confirm the name of the nursing home with the positive 
virus case as officials are working closely with this facility but noted that all of the proper 
procedures and protocols are being followed at the location. He noted that the nursing 
home may release a statement in the near future. The positive staff member was at 
work on June 8, 9, and yesterday; mitigation efforts have already been issued on the 
matter.  
 
Dr. Treviño explained that officials have issued the mitigation orders in line with those 
from the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) as of yesterday. He noted 
that large gatherings around the Memorial Day holiday and the reopening of businesses 
may have played a significant role in the uptick in positive virus cases in Laredo.  
 
Mayor Saenz stated that the border mayors hope to reopen the border by June 21, 
2020; the federal government has not provided feedback on the matter. The pandemic 
has a unique impact on border communities. The City is in its third month of lockdown 
or restricted activity due to COVID; many businesses cannot survive for such a long 
period of time if they are closed or reduced.  
 
Rafael Benavides, Public Information Officer, noted that when he visited the Outlet 
Shoppes recently, he noted that shopkeepers in operation were doing so responsibly, 
closing their dressing rooms and offering hand sanitizer upon entrance and exit of the 
store. Stores that were open had signage that required face masks at the risk of being 
denied service.  
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Dr. Treviño confirmed that Remdesivir has been used in both hospitals; it is an 
intravenous medication that has seen to shorten the patients’ hospital stay. It is the only 
approved medication at this point to shorten the length of Coronavirus in patients; it is 
not a cure.  
 
Mr. Eads reported that bridge crossings affect the City’s revenue streams across the 
board but reminded the public that the City only collects tolls for southbound traffic. The 
City’s estimated revenue loss has remained pretty true to the circumstances, around 
$6.1 million in unrealized revenues against the budget.  
 
Mr. Benavides stated that officials have not decided to increase the frequency of media 
briefings, and COVID-19 numbers are still being reported every weekday. To answer 
questions regarding the vaccine, he noted that Dr. Haber is expected to join the next 
media briefing.  


