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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

JUNE 17, 2020 
 
Ramiro Elizondo, Interim Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, offered 
his condolences to the family members of the recently-deceased victims succumbing to 
COVID-19. He estimated that the relaxing of the City’s and state’s restrictions have 
likely caused the increases in positive cases in the community. He stated that he takes 
the lead from the City’s Health Director and health authority and urged the community to 
continue practicing social distancing and diligent hygiene as well as wearing face masks 
in order to minimize the spread of the virus. Next week, the National Guard will come to 
Laredo to perform COVID-19 testing Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.; 
this testing is open to the public.  
 
Richard Chamberlain, Assistant Health Director for Programs and Services, reported 
that 6,167 individuals have been tested for COVID-19 to-date; 4,687 of those tests have 
been confirmed negative with 803 positive cases. The City is pending 677 tests. Of the 
confirmed cases, 504 individuals have already recovered, and 22 have passed away; 
15 people are currently hospitalized. He offered his condolences for the recent 
casualties; the National Guard testing will take place at the Sames Auto Arena, and 
testing does not require an appointment. In addition to the preventive measures 
described by Chief Elizondo, he reminded the public to stay home as much as possible 
and avoid any non-essential errands or services out of the home. Staff is working with 
the Public Information Office for a color-coded system to inform the public with 
notifications concerning COVID-19 active cases in the community. The most important 
preventive measure aside from staying home as much as possible is the use of face 
masks to provide a barrier between individuals.  
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, shared his condolences with 
the family members of the recently-deceased, noting that Laredo suffers with them. The 
reasons for the upticks in positive COVID cases are multi-factorial. As people travel 
outside of the city, he issued a medical advisory to perform only essential travel to areas 
that are experiencing low numbers of positive cases. When traveling, he urged the 
public to use extreme diligence such as social distancing, hygienic methods, and face 
masks so that travelers do not bring the virus back to Laredo. To-date, there are no 
positive COVID-19 cases in the local nursing homes; the previously-positive healthcare 
worker has now tested negative twice. There are still no instances of Multisystem 
Inflammatory Syndrome in Children (MIS-C) in the area that Dr. Treviño previously 
described. He reported that City Council has approved use of City fields for youth sports 
practices consistent with the Governor’s executive order for reopening. The health 
authority has the responsibility to implement mitigation orders to help ensure the safe 
execution of these orders. Mitigation factors and procedures will likely differ between 
adult and youth sports. Individuals should know the risk of infection to community 
members over the age of 65 and should self-quarantine for 14 days following a sporting 
event or practice. Dr. Treviño stated that individuals should not be in groups larger than 
10 participants; communication and coordination with the local Health Department and 
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local healthcare providers should be utilized, and someone in the sports group should 
ensure that the health and safety procedures and protocols are correctly followed. Dr. 
Treviño noted that mass gatherings are still discouraged as the risk depends on the 
amount of participants, the distancing in place, the sharing of materials, and the age of 
participants.  
 
Joe Baeza of the Police Department also offered the Department’s condolences for the 
recently-deceased and echoed the same sentiments regarding preventive measures, 
noting that nobody wants to see the community slide back into high positive cases. He 
observed that many members of the public are relaxing their preventive measures too 
much and have a personal responsibility to remain vigilant to safeguard the public as a 
whole. It is not safe yet to return to pre-pandemic behaviors.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz shared in the City’s condolences and explained that one of the key 
indicators of the severity of the pandemic situation is the increase in hospitalizations. 
The hospitals in the city have a finite capacity, and if this trend continues, then the City 
will have a difficult situation to address. The proven formula for preventing infection is 
the preventive measures as already described; he voiced his opinion that the only way 
to ensure that the community adheres to them is through a civil mandate with violations 
subject to fines and citations. There will be an agenda item at the upcoming special-
called Council meeting to this effect.  
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, stated that depending on the cases, management will begin 
an emergency ordinance in response to the ever-changing COVID situation before the 
special Council meeting if needed.  
 
Tano Tijerina, Webb County Judge, offered his condolences and noted that testing has 
increased due to the great strides by Webb County and the City of Laredo, who were 
the first entities to mandate the use of face coverings when the pandemic hit Texas 
communities. The prevalence rate has remained stable between 11%-13% despite the 
increase in positive cases. He urged the public to continue the proper protocols and 
procedures in order to prevent the spread of infection. The group that has the most 
positive cases at this time are young adults between the ages of 20-29; he reminded 
this group that they are not bulletproof and even if they have little to no symptoms or 
complications, they might go home to their parents or grandparents and risk spreading 
the virus to a more vulnerable population. He noted his support of a face covering 
mandate and confirmed he would include it in his order at the upcoming 
Commissioner’s Court meeting.  
 
Rafael Benavides, Public Information Officer, confirmed that the media briefings will 
increase in frequency on a Monday/Wednesday/Friday schedule in light of the 
increased cases. Therefore, the next media briefing will be on Friday, June 19.  
 
Dr. Treviño noted that reestablishing a face mask mandate would be helpful in 
decreasing the number of positive cases of COVID in the community, as would the 
banning or disruption of mass gatherings. Closing businesses is not the answer but 
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rather enforcing the measures and personal responsibility of each community member 
that will help mitigate the spread of the virus.  
 
Mr. Chamberlain explained that cases are attributed to their home address. He 
confirmed that an El Metro employee was identified as testing positive for COVID-19 
recently; staff has isolated this individual and excluded them from their work as per 
guidelines. Contact tracing has been performed, and El Metro was reminded and 
complied with all sanitizing and disinfecting procedures.  
 
Dr. Treviño noted that shutdowns were implemented at the beginning of the pandemic 
when little was known about the virus. Officials have gathered enough information to 
believe that another shutdown is not necessary as long as the community cooperates 
with the preventive measures that have been emphasized many times before. Mitigation 
efforts will be successful, and shutting down the community again would be a last 
resort. Until now, the low hospitalizations have been the result of the community 
following the recommended preventive measures. With the relaxation of restrictions, 
many groups have relaxed their own diligence, as well.  
 
Mara Mendez of the Webb County Judge’s Office confirmed that Judge Tijerina will sign 
an order similar to that of Judge Wolf of Bexar County. Mr. Chamberlain confirmed that 
contact tracing is conducted for each and every positive case of COVID-19 in the 
community. Via contact tracing, officials can identify common areas of the spread. The 
most common locations are households due to the clustering effect of the virus.  
 
Mr. Eads reported that management has discussed a revenue shortfall at the City of 
$18-$26 million (the realistic estimation is about $21 million) this fiscal year; next fiscal 
year is an entirely different conversation. This includes all revenue sources for the City. 
Unemployment rates are continuing to rise, but staff is unable to provide precise data on 
the big picture at this time. He emphasized that Laredo can still have a working 
community that is safe through face coverings, social distancing, and proper hygiene. 
He clarified that he discourages blatant frivolity when leaving the house, but not 
following the preventive measures will result in the City having to shut down the 
community again, which will leave everyone worse than before.  


