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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

JUNE 19, 2020 
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, reported that Texas is 
experiencing an increase of over 30% in COVID-19 hospitalizations; Laredo has 
increasing local hospital admissions since Memorial Day. Officials will keep the public 
informed as they make preparations for the anticipated second wave of COVID-19 
cases during influenza season. Yesterday, Governor Abbott announced that students 
will be allowed to return to school in the fall for face-to-face education; Dr. Treviño 
cautioned that public that just because this is allowed does not mean that it is the best 
thing to do at this time. The Texas Education Agency is expected to release guidelines 
and restrictions next week for any schools that choose to reopen for in-class education; 
however, they do not have the authority to close schools over concerns for public 
health. That responsibility lies with the health authority and school administration.  
 
Joe Baeza of the Police Department noted that the new mandate will order all 
businesses to require the use of a face mask for entry. There are minimal exceptions, 
but if a business decided to require a face mask even if they have an exemption, they 
may still require one. The Department is largely concerned with mass gatherings for 
Father’s Day; he asked the public to continue to use masks if they are visiting family 
and practice social distancing. Close, prolonged contact is spreading the COVID-19 
virus the most at this time. Every community member has a personal responsibility to do 
the right thing and follow the advice and guidelines of the City and County.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz confirmed that he signed a letter with other Texas mayors asking the 
Governor for more protections; the emergency order focuses on the preventive 
measures that need enforcement and support.  
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, noted that City of Laredo employees are not any more 
protected than the rest of the community because they continue to work for the public 
and have a greater risk of exposure. He confirmed a positive case of COVID-19 at City 
Hall; staff mitigated the issue and subsequently tested the appropriate close contacts of 
that individual. City facilities and employees are susceptible to COVID-19 because they 
all are working together to serve the community. The necessary precautions are being 
taken.  
 
Steve Landin, Webb County Emergency Management Coordinator, reminded the public 
that testing will occur next week at the Sames Auto Arena and at Life Downs the 
following week. Appointments are not necessary; walk-up testing is welcome as long as 
the individual has identification. He encouraged the public to practice all preventive 
measures to minimize the spread of infection. Earlier today, parts of the City lost power 
because of mylar balloons hitting power lines and causing the breakers to trip; he 
cautioned the public to be careful with balloons to minimize power outages and larger 
problems. Mr. Eads agreed and discouraged the public from releasing balloons into the 
air.  
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Richard Chamberlain, Assistant Health Director for Programs and Services, confirmed 
that multiple home addresses have multiple positive virus cases within the home; cases 
are not linked to only one address.  
 
Dr. Treviño explained that dexamethasone is a steroid anti-inflammatory medication that 
has been widely used for respiratory failure or infections, pulmonary conditions, and 
other conditions that affect the lungs or other organs. It is not specific for the treatment 
of COVID-19 but can serve as an adjunct treatment. There has been some 
improvement in COVID patients after administration of dexamethasone, but it is not a 
cure and does not kill the virus.  
 
Ramiro Elizondo, Interim Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, 
explained that the National Guard will use different laboratories for testing samples than 
the Health Department.  
 
Mr. Eads explained that the positive City Hall employee works on the second floor and 
interacts with internal customers and other departments and staff; there is no public 
contact.  
 
Dr. Treviño reported that the experimental vaccine trials are now being conducted by 11 
laboratories; experts project that by the end of this year and the beginning of next year 
will see 200 million vaccines ready for public use. This is still not enough for every 
American, but as the vaccine becomes available, it will be a valuable tool to stop the 
spread of the virus.  


