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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

JUNE 22, 2020 
 
Ramiro Elizondo, Interim Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, clarified 
that the National Guard is in Laredo this week for free COVID-19 testing to the public; 
they are at the Sames Auto Arena from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The more tests that are 
collected, the more delayed that the results will be available because of the testing 
capacity. The positive cases in Laredo continue to increase, likely due to community 
members gathering; he reminded the public that each person must do their part to 
mitigate the spread of the virus.  
 
Rafael Benavides, Public Information Officer, confirmed that the City will return to daily 
updates for the public as of yesterday, including the weekends.  
 
Richard Chamberlain, Assistant Health Director for Programs and Services, reported 
that 6,790 individuals have been tested for COVID-19 to-date; 5,100 of those tests have 
been confirmed negative with 948 positive cases (382 active). The City is pending 742 
tests. Of the confirmed cases, 544 individuals have already recovered, and 22 have 
passed away; 16 people are currently hospitalized, 12 of which are in intensive care. 
Over half of the positive cases identified had exposure to another positive person, 
emphasizing the importance of limiting activity and travel to only essential matters. He 
urged the public to avoid gathering in groups. The current prevalence rate is over 16%, 
which is much higher than officials want to be after remaining around 13% last week. 
Social distancing, face masks, and isolating at home if feeling sick or after exposure are 
all still vital preventive measures.  
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, reminded the public that we 
are living in unprecedented times; yet, officials continue to see pictures of community 
members out in large gatherings with no face masks or social distancing of any kind. He 
stated that each community member has a choice to decide how long this virus will stay 
in Laredo; that choice is made with their actions. Mass gatherings, especially indoors, 
can amplify the spread of COVID-19 up to 50-fold. A goal of the school boards is to 
establish a level of uniformity with local officials to mitigate and address the health and 
safety of students and staff in Laredo’s public and private schools with minimum 
standards. Laredo was selected as a location to start clinical trials, which is good news 
for the community as the frontline in developing a potential vaccine against the virus. 
Officials will extend an invitation to Dr. Milton Haber so that he can provide further 
details.  
 
Joe Baeza of the Police Department reported that officers checked 32 parks and 20 
businesses for compliance issues in regards to the new ordinance regulations for 
COVID-19 infections. The Department received 10 complaint calls and one inquiry for a 
total of 63 contacts made related to COVID-19. Officers observed employees worried 
about another shutdown in the City; he reassured the public that the City is not 
discussing or considering a complete shutdown again at this time. He noted the 
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Department’s concern that many community members are seen not wearing face masks 
when out in public or not social distancing and practicing other preventive measures.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz noted that this new order is an attempt at a compromise between 
good health and a functioning economy; it was implemented in order to prevent another 
city-wide shutdown. It requires the full cooperation of people entering a business. 
Starting Wednesday, June 24, he stated that law enforcement will be back out in the 
community to enforce the order with citations to business owners and patrons who fail 
to comply with the ordinance. He urged the public to cooperate so that Laredo can 
succeed and allow the economy to recover without drastic increases in positive cases.  
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, asked for the community’s patience as officials work with 
other entities to provide more testing to the area. He thanked media partners for helping 
disseminate the correct and necessary information to the public, asking that they look 
for the information coming out of the Public Information Office for the correct messaging 
as the dynamic situation continues to change.  
 
Dr. Treviño could not confirm specific details about the vaccine trials coming to Laredo, 
noting that Dr. Haber will be better able to address specific questions in the future. 
Every company performing a clinical trial must disclose their methods and biochemical 
components. Rafael Benavides, Public Information Officer, encouraged the public to 
fact-check any rumors or reports that they hear and to ensure that they are getting their 
information from a trusted source.  
 
Mr. Chamberlain noted that two El Metro employees who tested positive for COVID-19 
have been excluded from work and are in the recovery process currently. Contact 
tracing and mitigation efforts are already underway. He clarified that the rumors that a 
pregnant woman is hospitalized with COVID-19 is false; there have been a little more 
than 100 positive healthcare workers since the virus began to spread in the community. 
Positive healthcare worker cases have been few and far between, and officials work 
through mitigation plans with the hospital systems in these cases.  
 
Dr. Treviño reiterated that a shutdown is the last thing that the City is considering; now 
that officials know better how the virus is transmitted and the preventive measures to 
minimize the spread, the City has been doing well in mitigating the infection despite the 
multiple factors contributing to the increased cases recently. If the situation becomes 
severe, then another shutdown would be considered but as a last resort; the City is not 
considering one at this time.  
 
Investigator Baeza confirmed that the enforcement efforts will be focused on 
businesses, restaurants, and establishments rather than individuals to educate them of 
preventive measures. Valeria Reyes, Assistant City Attorney, confirmed that the 
Building Department is issuing garage sale permits, which are allowed under the 
Governor’s current orders.  
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Interim Chief Elizondo clarified that the National Guard is not requiring anyone to line up 
outside of the arena by 6:30 a.m. in order to receive a test. Testing does not start until 
9:00 a.m. and will continue throughout the week. Webb County will also offer testing for 
five days after this week. However, if the National Guard reaches capacity (400 people) 
before their proposed closing time of 4:00 p.m., then they may likely stop operations 
early for the day. The testing is not limited to one person per household, and there is no 
age restriction.  


