
1 
 

CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

JULY 1, 2020 
 
Ramiro Elizondo, Interim Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, offered 
his condolences to the family of the 26th victim of COVID-19, noting that Texas is not in 
control of this pandemic. The state has become an epicenter for the virus, largely due to 
the reopening of businesses prematurely. He reminded the public to keep their distance, 
wear face masks, and wash hands regularly.  
 
Richard Chamberlain, Assistant Health Director for Programs and Services, reported 
that Laredo and the rest of Texas have entered into a rapid acceleration phase of the 
COVID-19 pandemic; he reminded the public that Laredo is in the level of highest risk 
for the virus, meaning that community members should stay home as much as possible 
and not have visitors at their home or go to someone else’s home. He discouraged any 
non-essential travel during the Independence Day holiday. He reported that 9,279 
individuals have been tested for COVID-19 to-date; 6,670 of those tests have been 
confirmed negative with 1,604 positive cases (850 active). The City is pending 1,500 
tests. Of the confirmed cases, 728 individuals have already recovered, and 26 have 
passed away; 91 people are currently hospitalized, 28 of which are in intensive care and 
63 in the med-surge unit. He offered the Health Department’s condolences to the 
recently deceased and reminded the public that the hospitalization numbers are very 
fluid throughout the day.  
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, also shared condolences to 
the individual who succumbed to COVID-19. Laredo Medical Center’s COVID-19 ICU is 
at full capacity; the non-ICU COVID facility is at 86% capacity. Their new unit that was 
just opened up is already at 70% capacity. Doctors Hospital’s COVID ICU unit is 90% 
filled with the non-ICU COVID floor 93% filled. He reported that two healthcare workers 
have tested positive for the virus at separate local nursing homes. One of the workers 
lives outside of Webb County and therefore is not a part of the local case reporting. 
Efforts are now being made to test everyone who has been exposed to these two 
healthcare workers. A questionnaire is being developed for every healthcare worker in 
the city to further protect the most vulnerable members of the community. Officials have 
been meeting with the school districts on a regular basis, and all parties are on the 
same page regarding the fact that schools are an essential part of the mental and 
physical development for children and teens. Officials continue to strive for mitigation 
guidelines to minimize the potential for infections and provide a safe and consistent 
environment across all of the school systems. This is especially important as there are 
no pediatric ICU facilities in the city.  
 
Joe Baeza of the Police Department noted that the Department has received numerous 
inquiries about get-togethers for the Independence Day holiday, voicing his disbelief 
that people are even considering congregating with others in light of the surging case 
numbers. The disregard for the City and County’s warnings and advisories is highly 
concerning. While most of the year has been a serious interruption of normal activities 
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and behavior, he strongly urged the community to heed the recommendations of local 
officials and not plan get-togethers for the holiday.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz offered condolences to the recently deceased, remembering all 
victims of COVID-19. He reminded the public that the situation cannot get any better 
without everyone’s cooperation and support, urging everyone to stop and reflect on how 
their actions affect others during a pandemic. Citizens should stay home and celebrate 
Independence Day there. The preventive measures take sacrifice and compassion, but 
Mayor Saenz voiced his belief that the community can do it so that everyone can carry 
onward together.  
 
Rafael Benavides, Public Information Officer, reminded the public that the 
Independence Day fireworks displays will be broadcast live on Public Access Channel 
and online at cityoflaredo.com; viewers can also watch the display from their own 
homes.  
 
Tano Tijerina, Webb County Judge, reminded the public that the community has been 
going through this health crisis for 108 days; he shared his condolences with the family 
of the recently deceased. Testing will be held tomorrow, July 2, at Bruni Community 
Center. He asked that the community celebrate the Fourth of July holiday as safely as 
possible by staying with their own household. While this is a scary time, he noted that 
there is no need to panic.  
 
Dr. Teviño noted that officials have already been in contact with Senator Judith Zaffirini 
and Representative Richard Raymond and have been informed that as soon as Laredo 
needs a pop-up tent for extra COVID-19 patients, they will receive it. However, they do 
not need it at this time and have not requested it. He estimated that, given the current 
trends of the virus, officials may request the tent shortly.  
 
Rosario Cabello, Deputy City Manager, reported that the City is working with both 
hospitals to ensure beds and space for additional COVID patients. The main issue is 
staffing; if there is not sufficient staff members to set up the tents or to treat the patients 
in them, then the tents will not be a viable option for the COVID crisis.  
 
Dr. Treviño explained that the intent of Governor Abbott’s order to halt elective surgeries 
was to free up hospital and ICU space as well as personnel.  
 
Investigator Baeza noted that the Department will monitor the locations that are 
reported to them; he asked that the public not use 9-1-1 as a conduit to report any 
gatherings. He recommended that citizens use the LPD app to report any COVID-19 
issues anonymously.  
 
Mr. Chamberlain noted that new healthcare worker cases have been confirmed since 
the initial two healthcare workers tested positive. He clarified that there have not been 
many additional positive cases during the rapid acceleration of the virus, and they are 
not limited to just hospitals. There are currently about 10 active cases of COVID-19 
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among healthcare workers currently. Dr. Treviño added that healthcare workers usually 
take the brunt of the situation as they work on the “front lines,” and it is not unusual that 
they would become infected.  
 
Mayor Saenz anticipated that Governor Abbott will soon amend his order given the 
gravity of the COVID situation and its continual evolution.  
 
Mr. Benavides explained that the testing limits for the state’s clinics in various 
community centers this weekend are 400 tests per day per site. The July 4 clinic will 
only operate for half a day.  
 
Dr. Treviño noted that the recent deaths vary among recently-confirmed COVID cases 
or patients who have been hospitalized for a longer period of time. The cause of these 
patients’ hospitalizations also varies. Nearly half of the hospitalized patients are 
between the ages of 20 and 29. Negative pressure rooms are being converted in the 
hospitals continually and at present to meet the demand.  
 
Mr. Chamberlain recommended that individuals with COVID symptoms seek care from 
a primary care physician; if they do not have one or do not have insurance, he referred 
them to the Health Department and community partners like Gateway Community 
Centers and Mercy Ministries. He also referred these individuals to testing clinics that 
are being conducted in partnership with the Texas Department of State Health Services. 
The recent deaths are a combination of recent and extended hospitalizations.  


