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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

JULY 8, 2020 
 
Ramiro Elizondo, Interim Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, 
confirmed five additional fatalities since the June 6 media briefing. He reminded the 
public to continue doing their part by practicing the recommended safeguard measures 
that have been in place. He estimated that more positive cases will result from the 
Independence Day weekend though citizens may not feel any symptoms at this time. 
COVID hospital facilities are nearing capacity; STAR requests have been approved, and 
hospitals should soon receive assistance.  
 
Richard Chamberlain, Assistant Health Director for Programs and Services, shared his 
condolences for the recently deceased COVID-19 patients; he reported that 11,187 
individuals have been tested for COVID-19 to-date; 7,843of those tests have been 
confirmed negative with 2,163 positive cases (1,311 active). Of the confirmed cases, 
817 individuals have already recovered, and 36 have passed away; 117 people are 
currently hospitalized. Mr. Chamberlain emphasized that the number of active cases at 
this time is alarming and requires every community member doing their part to prevent 
any further spread of infection. The Health Department has implemented a walk-up 
COVID-19 testing booth for the un- or under-insured, symptomatic contacts to positive 
patients for testing. The testing booth will also be for vulnerable populations and first 
responders; testing is by appointment so as to prevent congregating outside of the 
booth. Individuals are asked to call 956-795-4932 for screening and appointments; only 
a certain amount of tests will be available daily.  
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, offered his condolences to the 
loved ones of the five recent victims of the virus; he reported that Laredo Medical 
Center’s COVID-19 ICU and non-ICU units are fully occupied with 19 patients on 
ventilators. There are currently seven patients in the emergency room waiting to be 
admitted. Two positive patients are in the labor and delivery ward. Doctors Hospital’s 
ICU Sections A and B are 87% occupied (14 of 16 beds); 12 patients are on ventilators. 
The third floor non-ICU COVID unit is fully occupied. The prevalence rate is 21.6%, an 
increase from last reported. Almost half of the active positive cases are aged 20-39 
years old. He noted that the situation continues to change on a daily basis, and at times, 
the situation becomes desperate. Regent Care Center has reported a death associated 
with the recent COVID-19 outbreak. Las Alturas Nursing Home continues to quarantine 
as test results become available. Another local nursing home was issued a quarantine 
order yesterday after eight residents and three healthcare workers tested positive. An 
adult day care has also reported an attendee testing positive; workers who were in 
contact with that attendee have been removed from work until their test results are 
available.  
 
Dr. Treviño noted that certain preventive measures and safeguarding activities expected 
of adults cannot be expected of children. He stated his medical opinion that the current 
infection environment and the limited health resources places children, teachers, and 
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the community at large in an unsafe circumstance for in-person instruction. Officials will 
continue to meet with the local school districts and private schools to develop mitigation 
measures for implementation once the infection environment becomes more stable. He 
noted that officials will meet with the local university and community college to discuss 
the infection environment and their mitigation efforts on their campuses.  
 
Joe Baeza of the Police Department reported that officers checked four parks and four 
businesses for compliance to COVID guidelines; 13 citations were issued between July 
6 and 7, all for violation of the curfew among juveniles and adults. The Department 
received 15 complaint calls or order violation reports and one inquiry for a total of 37 
COVID-19 activities.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz shared his condolences to the loved ones of the recently deceased 
and thanked local healthcare workers for their service to the community as the infection 
intensifies. He voiced his gratitude for the state’s responses to the City and County’s 
request for assistance and resources, noting that the situation changes every day. He 
urged the community to continue to utilize the proven preventive measures as 
recommended by officials since the beginning of the pandemic.  
 
Tano Tijerina, Webb County Judge, offered his condolences for the victims of the 
COVID-19 virus. To the questions from the public why the City and County are not 
shutting down as the virus environment worsens in the community, he reminded the 
community that officials cannot supersede Governor Abbott’s orders, which have 
prohibited lockdowns at this time.  
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, recalled a concerning comment that he heard regarding the 
community’s general disregard for the gravity of the COVID-19 situation until a young 
man lost his life. He clarified that nobody should lose their lives before people take the 
circumstances seriously. All community members should have been alarmed from the 
first positive case onward; the situation has always been serious and will continue to be 
one until the virus is eradicated from the area. Social gatherings and visits to families 
and friends must stop because the COVID pandemic has brought about the required 
change of normal behavior.  
 
Dr. Treviño confirmed that the three healthcare workers who tested positive at Las 
Alturas are still off-duty at this time, and all of the residents have tested negative. Chief 
Elizondo noted that some buildings have been identified as potential overflow locations 
for COVID-19 patients, such as the Sames Auto Arena or the vacant Best Buy building 
on Del Mar; however, there is not a current need for these locations.  
 
Rafael Benavides, Public Information Officer, confirmed that a mobile unit will be made 
available tomorrow for the Medical Examiner’s Office.  
 
Dr. Treviño noted that the question of how healthcare workers and residents at Laredo 
Nursing and Rehab became infected is being investigated through contact tracing at this 
time; the patients who died at home are not immediately added to the total reported 
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positive cases for COVID as those tests are performed by the Medical Examiner and 
take longer to confirm.  
 
Mr. Chamberlain noted that some of the patients who died at home were not known to 
have COVID-19 until after their death, meaning that they were not under quarantine. 
Some patients were under isolation at home when they succumbed to the virus.  
 
Deputy Chief Ricardo Gonzalez of the Police Department explained that the Department 
has always had the authority to press criminal charges against people who fail to obey 
the requirement to stay in quarantine as required by state law. They are notified by the 
Health Department and the health authority of an individual not complying with the 
requirement to stay home. There has only been one incident in which a person was 
charged for failure to maintain quarantine, but that person was homeless and involved 
in other criminal activities for which they were initially charged.  
 
Dr. Treviño noted that the labor and delivery suites have an area for positive COVID-19 
patients, and all patients checking into the labor and delivery suite are tested for the 
virus.  
 
Mr. Chamberlain explained that the Health Department are preparing a list for guidance 
for all of the community members with questions regarding where to get tested and any 
associated costs. This list will be distributed from the Public Information Office as soon 
as possible.  
 
Mr. Eads reminded the public that the first goal is operational support at the current 
hospital systems.  


