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CITY OF LAREDO 
DAILY MEDIA BRIEFING 

JULY 10, 2020 
 
Ramiro Elizondo, Interim Fire Chief and Emergency Management Coordinator, noted 
that more fatalities have occurred since the last media briefing and offered his 
condolences to those family members. Texas has experienced record positive cases 
and deaths recently, and he urged the public to diligently practice the preventive 
measures as recommended by local officials, who are working to secure additional 
resources for the local hospitals and increase capacity.  
 
Richard Chamberlain, Assistant Health Director for Programs and Services, warned the 
public that there has never been a higher chance to contracting COVID-19 than now; 
contracting the virus can be life-changing. Testing immediately upon contracting the 
virus will not give someone a positive result or the clearance to be mobile in the 
community; he asked that those getting tested or who are at risk of exposure stay home 
and monitor themselves for symptoms. Symptoms are usually experienced about four 
days after contact or exposure, on average. He recommended that individuals get 
tested about three to five days after exposure for a reliable test result. To-date, Laredo 
has not seen a healthy person (meaning without underlying health conditions) get 
complications or die from COVID-19, but it is possible. He urged the public to stay home 
with their family members and only leave the house for essential goods or services. Mr. 
Chamberlain reported that 11,800 individuals have been tested for COVID-19 to-date; 
8,108 of those tests have been confirmed negative with 2,547 positive cases (1,643 
active). Of the confirmed cases, 864 individuals have already recovered, and 40 have 
passed away; 143 people are currently hospitalized. Of the 40 individuals who have 
succumbed to COVID-19, 40% were between the ages of 60-79; comorbidities 
associated with the deceased were largely hypertension and diabetes.  
 
Dr. Victor Treviño, health authority for the City of Laredo, offered his condolences 
regarding the recently deceased COVID victims. Laredo Medical Center’s COVID ICU is 
fully occupied as well as the 3D non-ICU COVID unit. The emergency room has four 
patients waiting for admission; all of the positive patients in the labor and delivery ward 
have either delivered or been discharged from the hospital. The new 2E COVID ICU 
unit, has seven to eight beds available, of which six are occupied at 85% occupancy. 
Doctors Hospital’s COVID ICU is partially occupied with 16 of 24 beds in use. The non-
ICU COVID facility is fully occupied. Overflow areas include one patient in labor and 
delivery, three emergency room patients, and one six-week-old baby in the pediatric 
wing. Doctors Hospital plans to open the fourth floor for more non-ICU COVID beds. 
Officials and the hospitals are managing their staffing needs on an hour-to-hour basis, 
and the task force works continually to secure staff members and resources.  
 
Dr. Treviño reported that Regent Care Center accounts for one of the new deaths; this 
group is being closely monitored. Las Alturas continues to quarantine, test, and 
evaluate their questionnaire for healthcare professionals that enter and exit the building. 
Laredo Nursing and Rehabilitation Center’s quarantine will likely be lifted in the near 
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future. Protocols for healthcare personnel returning to work will also be reevaluated. He 
noted that he issued an order pursuant to the Communicable Disease Act and the 
Texas Health & Safety Code to impose control measures for school districts in order to 
prevent the spread of this disease to students and school staff. The order postpones 
face-to-face education until September 4, 2020; virtual education will continue as 
planned. He voiced his hope that the virus can be stabilized beforehand so that 
students can return to school but noted that realistically, the community is in a crisis with 
more infections, hospitalizations, and deaths are expected throughout this month and 
onward. The situation changes hourly, and additional stresses on the hospitals will 
overwhelm the community. Dr. Treviño noted that these decisions have not been easy 
and affect Laredoans’ way of life. He stated that a medical professional in the 
community, Dr. Ricardo Cigarroa, is currently recovering from COVID-19 in a San 
Antonio hospital, wishing him a speedy recovery. The health crisis is moving so fast that 
he felt the urgency to issue the order to help the community get in front of the situation; 
the order was the only responsible decision that he could make.  
 
Joe Baeza of the Police Department reported that officers checked five parks and 11 
businesses for compliance to COVID guidelines; three citations were issued for violation 
of the curfew as well as failure to wear face masks in public. The Department received 
12 complaint calls or order violation reports and five inquiries for a total of 36 COVID-19 
activities.  
 
Mayor Pete Saenz shared his condolences to the family members of the recently 
deceased and offered his thoughts and prayers for those patients currently hospitalized. 
He reported that yesterday, he along with the City Manager, hospital professionals, and 
members of the state had a thorough, candid discussion about the health crisis and 
commitments that could be obtained to assist the medical community. State officials 
informed the city that they must see a total exhaustion of private resources before they 
can actually come in to provide assistance. He urged the hospitals to utilize whatever 
space for beds in order to provide those services to the community and allow state-
assisted amenities to function within the hospital. The City has received funds through 
the CARES Act to be utilized for the care of its citizens. He emphasized the importance 
of wearing face masks as well as staying home as much as possible, especially among 
the elderly community. The City will soon petition Governor Abbott for an exemption 
regarding school reopening in the fall, noting that Washington has pressured governors 
with funding cuts if they do not open schools for in-person learning. He reminded the 
community that prevention of the virus’s spread does not take much: social distancing, 
face masks, and diligent hand washing. For the sake of the community, he urged the 
public to continue these practices to help save lives.  
 
Steve Landin, Webb County Emergency Management Coordinator, noted the County’s 
full support with the City in trying to minimize the impact of the infection spread. The 
County made a request to the state regarding additional public testing; the City is 
scheduled for about three or four days of testing, then the County will get another three 
or four days. He noted that Life Downs has been selected as a County testing site. The 
portable morgue arrived yesterday for the Medical Examiner’s Office for the next 30 
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days, and the County is requesting an additional one if necessary. He reiterated Mayor 
Saenz’s sentiments that minimizing the spread of infection is not hard for community 
members, and officials have been asking the public to practice these preventive 
measures since the first day of the virus’s introduction to the area. He offered the 
County’s condolences to the loved ones of the recently deceased. 
 
Robert Eads, City Manager, also offered condolences to the recent victims of the virus 
and those currently hospitalized.  
 
Rafael Benavides, Public Information Officer, confirmed that the health authority’s order 
does not include daycares or colleges. Orders for those facilities would be issued 
separately; Dr. Treviño has the statutory duty to propose any order that he thinks 
protects the public health. The obligation does not permit him to take into account 
funding issues; only the Department of State Health Services can preempt his orders. 
City officials are currently working with the Governor’s Office to obtain an exemption for 
the local school districts. He reminded the media that the order and press release are 
available for viewing on the City’s Coronavirus webpage.  
 
Mr. Chamberlain noted that the every facility that offers COVID-19 testing is being 
inundated with requests or inquiries; every facility is performing testing at the maximum 
capacity that they are able to do so across the city. The Health Department asks 
citizens to continue to call; unfortunately, the call center continues to be inundated, 
which may result in people’s calls not being returned right away. However, he 
encouraged that the public continue to call in order to get through.  


